GUIDELINES FOR NEWSPAPER / INTERNET

ARTICLE ASSIGNMENTS
ACCEPTABLE ARTICLES

Acceptable newspaper or Internet articles make direct references to chemistry related topics.  For example, the article might mention the use of certain hazardous compounds in the agricultural industry, the specifics nuclear waste disposal, or new findings related to popular drugs.  The possibilities are literally endless.  The article must contain at least 300 words, and must address a current issue.  It should be dated within the last year.  Finally, do not use an encyclopedia entry, such as those found in Encarta.  PLEASE CUT OUT THE ARTICLE, OR PRINT  IT OUT.  You will attach it to your summary and response described below.

YOUR WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THE ARTICLE

After reading the article, you must write a summary, which is 1/2 to a full page in length.  This summary should address the major topics covered in the article, and should be succinct.  This portion of the assignment is objective – “just the facts.”  You might be tempted to insert your own opinion in this written summary, but make sure you wait until the next portion of the assignment to do that.

YOUR WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THE ARTICLE

You also must write a response to the article, which is 1/2 to a full page in length.  Consider the following questions when writing this paragraph: What are your opinions of the issues discussed in the article?  What advice would you give to the parties involved?  Did the article arouse your curiosity in any way?  How would you change things?  If you really do not have a response to the article you have chosen, you should probably find a different article.

WHEN ARE ARTICLE ASSIGNMENTS DUE, AND HOW MANY POINTS ARE THEY WORTH?

In general, you will be required to complete one article assignment per chapter.  They will be due the day after the chapter test, and are worth 15 points.  To do well on this assignment you must write a concise summary, and a thoughtful response – and don’t forget to attach your article to your summary and response!

