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Louise Losos was selected on May 4 to be the 
new principal for CHS starting this fall, follow-
ing Mr. Skillman’s retirement.  The long-awaited 
decision led by Sharmon Wilkinson, Director of 
Human Relations, has excited many teachers 
and students alike. Losos has been an assis-
tant principal at Parkway West since 2000 and 
worked as a history teacher at Ladue for nine 
years prior.

“Dr. Losos has a very strong background and 
has worked at two quality school districts with 
similar standards,” Principal David Skillman 
said. “She recognizes that we have high quality 
teachers and a good student body. She also fully 
understands Clayton’s reputation and believes 
in it.”

Superintendent Don Senti’s decision to give 
Losos’ name for approval to the Board of Edu-
cation last Wednesday was very challenging 
because Associate Principal Mike Musick and 
Assistant Principal, Dan Gutchewsky had also 
applied. Both Musick and Gutchewsky were fi -
nalists. 

“Both assistant principals applied for the 
job and both would be good principals,” Senti 
said. “It was especially diffi cult with Mike Mu-
sick because he has been at CHS for so many 
years.  It was very challenging to pick someone 
from out of the district over our two assistant 
principals.  It was very emotional. I had to go 
with my head rather then my heart. The feed-
back I received throughout the selection process 
support the fact that we have selected a stellar 
educator to be our next high school principal.”

Despite the challenging decision, Senti is 
very confi dent that Losos will keep Clayton 
standards high. Clayton has a tradition of hir-
ing people from the Parkway West area, such as 
Losos and Senti himself.

 “Louise’s experience working with students, 
teachers and parents, her background as a high 
school administrator and district leader, and the 
recommendations of those that work with her all 
indicate that she will provide the next generation 
of outstanding leadership at CHS,” Senti said. “I 
have no doubt that Clayton High School’s high 

The battle between religion and 
science is everywhere, from presi-
dential debates to college lectures 
to the bumpers of cars where Jesus 
fi sh and Darwin fi sh can both re-
side.  The divide has not only come 
about in recent decades because 
of technological advances, but has 
been present since the times of Gal-
ileo and beyond. 

While there are many areas of 
science that seem to confl ict with 
the teachings of religion, the theory 
of evolution seems to contradict the 
very story of creation that many re-
ligions are founded on.

“If you take a literalist inter-
pretation of any religion, with the 
Bible, Torah, Koran or any other 
religious text, you are going to run 
into problems with the theory of 
evolution,” science teacher Charles 
Collis said.  “The divide comes and 
goes.  Recently there has been a lot 
more controversy about it.”  

The controversy is all over the 
United States, with conservative 
religious groups trying to enact 
legislation in many states so that 
there is equal teaching of evolution 
and intelligent design in the school 
districts.  In some schools in Kansas 
stickers are being placed in biology 
textbooks that state that evolution 
is just a theory.  This term of “the-
ory” is one of the things causing 
confusion.

“A theory is something one per-
son believes is true, but there is 
not enough evidence to prove it as 
fact,” sophomore Katie Smith said.  
“I personally strongly disbelieve 
the theory.”

The defi nition of theory is al-
most the opposite for Collis.

“Because it is called the theory 
of evolution, many people don’t 
have a clear idea of what that 
means,” Collis said.  “There is a dif-
ference between a science theory 
and a street theory.  A street theory 
is like a hunch, but a scientifi c the-
ory is a model that explains natural 
behavior, with a wealth of scien-
tifi c knowledge to support it.  Just 
because it is a theory that doesn’t 
mean we don’t know about it.  If 
we weren’t confi dent in a theory’s 
ability to explain, we would call it a 
hypothesis.  We have as much con-
fi dence in the theory of evolution 
as we do in the theory of atomic 
structure.”

Supporters of religions that in-
terpret the Bible literally often chal-
lenge that if scientists are so sure 
of the theory, then it should be re-
ferred to as a law.

“This is a misunderstanding of 
a scientifi c law.  A law is a relation-
ship usually expressed as a for-
mula with only a small number of 
variables,” Collis said.  “They are 
mathematical relationships you can 
compute, like F=ma.  Just because 
it is a law, doesn’t mean we under-
stand why things operate that way.  
Laws quantify relationships while 
theories explain why the relation-
ship exists as it does.”

When students run into the 
theory of evolution in their classes, 
some of them face a battle between 
religion and science within them-
selves.

“I have had students become 
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standards of excellence will continue to grow for 
years to come with Louise at the helm.”

Losos was honored to be chosen as the next 
principal although saddened to leave the memo-
ries of the class of 2004 and friendships at Park-
way West behind.

“I was so thrilled, excited and overcome with 
reality when I was picked,” Losos said.  “It was 
a great event in my life and an amazing day. Af-
ter being approved by the Board of Education, 
I wrote a letter to the Parkway West faculty the 
next morning. Everyone is happy for me, and 
I have received a few calls from the class of 
2004.”

Rachel Frazier, from the Parkway class of 
2004, remembers Losos for her ability to com-
municate with students while listening to their 
views.

“She did a really good job as an administra-
tor because she knew how to directly talk to 
the kids about different decisions that the fac-
ulty was making,” Frazier said. “She befriended 
me.”

Losos has spent time gaining leadership ex-
periences and learning from those around her. 
Her experiences at Harvard, Ladue and Park-
way West have taught her not only about the 
high-achieving student but how to be a good 
leader for all grades.

“I feel qualifi ed,” Losos said. “I was at Ladue 
for nine years. I hope no one will hold it against 
me and I was a graduate of Ladue. I took ad-
vantage of teacher leadership positions there 
and became interested in becoming an admin-
istrator. I wanted to infl uence the school and the 
students so I have been an assistant principal for 
the past fi ve years. I have learned a lot. I am now 
ready for the next step. Clayton will be a chal-
lenge but I am looking forward to it.”

For years it had been a dream of Losos to be 
the principal of CHS. Next fall, after years of 
work, it will be reality.  

“I am proud that I was selected to be the 
principal of a school with such a great academic 
reputation and caliber,” Losos said.  “It is daunt-
ing, exciting and amazing. I only thought about 
this in my dreams. I have always said that I 
would love to be the principal of CHS but I nev-

er thought it would come true. The timing was 
right. I am now ready. I wasn’t two years ago. It 
is not something you can predict.”

Like her childhood in Ladue, Losos likes hav-
ing a one high school district and being apart of 
a small town within a big city.

“I love the one high school district, the size 
is small although it has grown a little bit,” Lo-
sos said. “The small size does not hinder the 
academics, array of clubs or sports. Everyone is 
involved at Clayton. I love the combination of 
the two.”

Losos lives minutes from school. Her mother 
worked at Glenridge Elementary as a teacher 
and split her superintendent internship between 
Clayton and Parkway.

“We usually need to recruit for positions but 
Louise heard about the opening and applied 
herself,” Senti said. “The initiative was really 
appreciated. She is just a good fi t. She graduated 
from Ladue and now lives in University City. 
She is good friends with the Clayton Chamber 
of Commerce executive. She truly understands 
the Clayton community and culture because she 
grew up almost next door.”

Over the years, the Board of Education has 
made CHS’ campus the Clayton area and world 
by creating the open campus policy and allow-
ing freedom of expression. Unlike other schools, 
these opportunities allow students to take re-
sponsibility for their actions rather then pre-
venting them to act and have freedom.

“I really like the active student body, liberal 
spirit and freedom,” Losos said. “I was very 
impressed by the walkout last spring about the 
VST program. I think the teachers should be 
very proud of the student’s spirit. I am very im-
pressed by the freedom of expression and open 
campus. Not only can students leave school but 
the community enters CHS. I can’t think of any 
other school who has given their students that 
freedom.  I like how everyone is given freedom 
and individuals who do not rise to the occasion 
are dealt with individually.”

Losos is beginning a new chapter of Clayton 
history--not only as a principal but as a female. 

“I am breaking new ground,” Losos said. 

Integrity: one of the YMCA 
word-traits that Clayton High 
School students are supposed to 
possess. However, lately, this trait 
has come into question as one that 
the average CHS student possesses 
in great quantities. 

Some students feel that theft is 
on the rise at CHS. The administra-
tion disagrees. 

“There was a spike last month 
in crime,” Assistant Principal Dan 
Gutchewsky said. “As for an in-
crease in crime overall, it has been 
very consistent with last year.”

Besides being consistent, it’s 
also a normal thing for school to 

have crime, especially theft.
“Crime, well, it’s always there,” 

Student Resource Offi cer Dan Heg-
ger said. “No matter what you do, 
it will always be there.”

“It’s not as if there were 10 thefts 
in February or anything like that,” 
Gutchewsky said.

However, there seems to have 
been other years where records like 
this have been set.

“Three years ago, there were lots 
of stuff stolen, and one person was 
responsible,” Hegger said.

Some students remember this 
spike in crime at CHS and worry 
another will come about soon. 

“Two or three years ago there 
was a big wave of stealing,” senior 

Libby Bollinger said. “Thousands 
of dollars of stuff was stolen. And 
even though all these thefts were 
reported to the police and the sus-
pect proven guilty, nothing really 
happened: the person got a lawyer 
and didn’t have to pay for any-
thing.”

It is incidents like these that 
leave bad tastes inside the mouths 
of students who are victims of 
crime.

“I’m worried that another wave 
of theft is coming about,” Bollinger 
said. “Recently, I had my wal-
let stolen and I’ve heard and seen 
other people getting things stolen 
from them. It’s probably one per-
son, again.”

Bollinger is not the only student 
to have gotten something stolen; 
over 15 thefts have been reported 
at CHS, from Sept. 2004 to March 
2005. Samorie Stubblefi eld is one of 
these 15. 

“I had my wallet stolen out of 
my locker, which did have a lock,” 
sophomore Samorie Stubblefi eld 
said, “People popped the locker 
open from the bottom.”

This case is one of two where 
locks have been forced off lockers.

“It’s not like we have people go-
ing around popping locks off lock-
ers,” Gutchewsky said.

Yet, in Samorie’s case, this is ex-
actly what happened.

Multiple precautions decrease theft at CHS
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Graduation Speakers
Seniors Sam Bakken, 
Shatara Ford and Lily 
Kurland have been chosen 
to speak at this year’s 
graduation ceremony on 
June 2 at the Washington 
University Fieldhouse. 
To earn one of the three 
speaking positions, 
seniors had to perform  
in the auditorium in the 
presence of teachers, who 
judged the seniors and de-
cided who would speak.

Loeb Award
Congratulations to 
chemistry teacher Nathan 
Peck who received the 
prestigious Jerome T. Loeb 
Prize for excellence in 
teaching science. The prize 
was awarded to a teacher 
who instills a desire to 
learn and positively im-
pacts students. Peck was 
recognized at an awards 
ceremony at the St. Louis 
Science Center Omnimax 
Theater on May 17.

DECA 
On Wednesday May 11, 
DECA donated $3000 to the 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital.
The money was raised by 
selling bracelets earlier this 
spring in honor of Clayton 
alumnus Jason Brightfi eld 
who was diagnosed with 
brain cancer in May 2004.

Gates Scholarship
Senior Ida Samuel is one of 
only 1,000 students in the 
nation to receive the 2005 
Gates Millenium Scholar-
ship.  Samuel was selected 
based on her academic
achievments and leader-
ship abilities. Samuel will 
attend Northwestern Uni-
versity next year.
  
Otten Recognized
Retiring English teacher 
Nick Otten received the 
Gerald D. Troester Scholar-
ship Award from the Co-
operating School Districts.  
The Troester Scholarship 
was established to honor 
former Clayton School 
District executive director 
Dr. Troester.
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CHS has strict punishments for 
theft, ranging from ISS to juvenile 
court. 

javier groisman

After a nationwide recruiting process, Clayton High School 
has found its future principal close to home.

Top Left: On May 4, Louise Losos was chosen as the next principal of Clayton High School.  Losos is currently an assistant principal at Parkway West and 
has also worked as a history teacher at Ladue. Top Right: Losos meets with the Leadership Council early in the morning on May 19 in order to learn more 
about CHS and to introduce herself to her future colleagues.
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visibly upset in class,” Collis said. 
“They have been told one thing 
their whole life, and then an au-
thority figure who they have a rela-
tionship with tells them that it may 
not be correct.”  

Despite her religious convic-
tions, Smith wasn’t angry her class 
studied evolution.

“It is interesting from a scien-
tific point of view,” Smith said.  
“Personally, I think it is harder to 
believe in evolution than it is to be-
lieve in creation.  In evolution there 
is a one out of a billion chance that 
the situation will be right to create 
life.  With creation there is a loving 
father who created everything to 
exact specifications.”

Some students, such as Smith, 
believe in a literal and exact inter-
pretation of the Bible, while others 
blend the theory of evolution with 
their own religious ideas or their 
religion does not believe in literal 
interpretation.

“My religion is definitely a big 
part of my life,” junior Cherish Var-
ley said.  “I think it is a constant 
thing, but I don’t think I am so into 
it that I exclude other ideas.  I be-
lieve that God created everything, 
just not necessarily in the way they 
are today.  I don’t think everything 
in the Bible should be taken literal-
ly; it is more of a metaphor.  There 
really isn’t a divide for me between 
religion and science.  They [the sci-
entists] do have evidence, I have 
seen it, but there are gaps in the 
theory that science can’t explain, 

and that’s where God is.” 
While Judaism and Christianity 

share the book of Genesis in their 
religious texts, some from both reli-
gions have differing views on what 
the creation story is teaching.

“When I was younger, I thought 
that a day in the creation story 
might be referring to one million 
years,” freshman Phillip Levine 
said.  “Now that I am older and 
thinking about it, it seems illogical.  
I think it gives you a basis on what 
could have happened.”

Whether to teach evolution in 
schools has become a big issue on 
a national scale.  

Students and teachers here at 
Clayton try to meet in the middle 
when discussing evolution in class-
es or just steer clear of the religious 
aspects.

“In my class right now there isn’t 
much discussion about personal 
feelings, dealing with evolution,” 
Varley said.  “My teacher nipped it 
in the bud before we started, say-
ing that what she was presenting 
is info that has been gathered.  We 
aren’t forced to believe or to com-
promise our own beliefs.”

Collis consciously draws the 
line between religion and science 
in his classes.

“Students in my classes have 
had concerns, so I try to shape 
the class so they understand the 
distinction between science and 
religion,” Collis said.  “With sci-
ence, you make a hypothesis and 
then test the hypothesis, but it has 
to obey certain natural laws.  If it 
doesn’t, then it isn’t testable.  With 

religion, a “creator” caused life.  It 
is fine to have these beliefs; you just 
have to realize these beliefs are not 
testable.  It is saying that something 
supernatural caused life to happen. 
Does science say the supernatural 
couldn’t have happened? No, that 
is beyond the realm of science to 
test.”

Most of the debate about teach-
ing the theory of evolution is cen-
tered on high schools, but should 
colleges be allowed to teach this 
theory?

“I don’t think the theory of evo-
lution should be taught in high 
school,” Smith said.  “In college 
I couldn’t care less.  By then you 
make your own decisions, but if it 
is taught in high school, you are re-
quired to take it.”

From a scientific standpoint, 
evolution is essential in order to ex-
plain key concepts to students, as 
well as to understand the relation-
ships between all living things.

“One of the things that people 
often don’t realize is that evolution 
is a theme to bridge all fields by,” 
Collis said.  “It is a central concept, 
and it would be impossible to ex-
plain a lot of natural phenomena 
without the theory.  It explains why 
we share 98 percent of our DNA 
with chimps, why we share 50 per-
cent of our genes with worms and 
why we have many genes in com-
mon with plants, bacteria and other 
distantly related forms of life.”

Understanding exactly what the 
theory of evolution explains and 
states is the first step to bridging 
the gap between creationists and 
evolutionists.

“Evolution deals with the ulti-
mate questions: Where did we come 
from, how did we get here, and how 
did the planet come to be like it is?” 
Collis said.  “We have always been 
asking these questions, but it hasn’t 
been until the last 150 years that we 
have had the evidence and theories 
to answer those questions in a ra-
tionalistic way.  Back in Darwin’s 
time when the theory was first 
presented, predictions were made 
about what should be found.  We 
have found much of that evidence 
and continue to find more of it the 
longer we look.”

Collis explained that when Dar-
win first presented the theory, he 
was the first with the general idea, 
although the ideas of mutation and 
Mendelian inheritance have been 
added on since his time.

“I believe in adaptation, not evo-
lution,” Smith said.  “Adaptation is 
what an animal can do within its 
own lifetime, but I don’t think that 
change from generation to genera-
tion can go so far as to change a 
species.  I believe in a literal view 
of Genesis.  One day doesn’t sym-
bolize 10,000 years, it is a sun up to 
sun down day.”

How students interpret the book 
of Genesis often sheds light on their 
view of the theory of evolution, but 
some students view religion and 
science as belonging at two ends of 
the universe.

“I think the Bible was intended 
to be taken literally, but a literal in-
terpretation is rather not in keeping 
with the facts,” senior Evan Sadler 
said.  “I think a lot of people have 
difficulty reconciling religious be-
liefs with the teachings of science.  
I don’t have those beliefs because 
I am an atheist, but some people 
have a lot of trouble coming to 
grips with things in reality.  People 
may have a problem descending 
from ape-like creatures.  Obviously 

centuries old beliefs are de-
stroyed by this theory, but I 
think it would be naïve to 
disregard the facts of the 
theory.”

After the discovery 
and understanding 
of DNA, proof was 
given to the idea 
of similarities be-
tween species.

“By compar-
ing structural 
s i m i l a r i t i e s 
and DNA 
code we can 
determine 
the evolu-
t i o n a r y 
relation-
s h i p s 
b e -
tween 
s p e -
cies,” 
C o l -
l i s 
said.  
“ F o r 
e x -
ample, 
e v e r y 
land ani-
mal with 
a back bone 
has the same general body plan.  
This indicates a shared common 
ancestor, which gave rise to what 
gave all these related species.  The 
more similarities in structure, the 
more recent the shared ancestry.  
We don’t share many physical 
structures with trees, but sections 
of our DNA code match with tree 
DNA, so our shared ancestor was 
way back.  Evolution is a powerful 
explanatory tool as to how relation-
ships came about.  We will never 
be able to rewind the evolutionary 
clock and watch the past happen, 
so we gather the evidence that is 
available to us and use the theory 
of evolution as a tool to understand 
and explain things empirically.”

“Looking at the similarities be-
tween living 
things, either 
they all arose 
i n d i v i d u -
ally, or there 
are shared 
c o m m o n 
ancestors,” 
Collis said.  
“There is no 
theory to ex-
plain things 
arising in-
dividually, 
but there are 
solid facts to 
back up the theory of evolution.”

Disputes have been made as to 
the validity of all of the supposed 
evidence that does back up the 
theory of evolution.  One notable 
finding is the Java man, the top of 
a skull and a few teeth of a being, 
which is said to be 700,000 years 
old, and was discovered in 1891.  

“If you look closely at the facts, 
mistakes have been made,” Smith 
said.  “In the early 1900s the skull 
of an early man was found, but it 
was really a monkey skull.”

Actually, while the species of 
the skull was debated, today most 
scientists agree that it is indeed a 
skull of a Homo Erectus.  It was 
thought that it could be the skull of 
a gibbon, but as the brain size of the 
Java man is so much larger than a 
gibbon skull, it is believed to be an 
early human skull. 

“Those who attack evolution of-

ten don’t understand,” Collis said.  
“They see it as a threat and choose 
not to understand it.”

When something revolution-
ary is presented, it often shakes 
the world.  Like Copernicus and 
Galileo presenting heliocentric 
ideas, Darwin’s theory of evolution 
turned many people’s beliefs up-
side down.

“Darwin’s idea was revolution-
ary because it said we were no 
different from anything else in na-
ture,” Collis said.  “It took humans 
out of their special place.  No liv-
ing thing is more or less evolved, 
according to the theory.  Each does 
really well in their ecological niche.  
Some things may be more complex, 
or have more complex behaviors.  

We, as hu-
m a n s , 
h a v e 
a c c o m -
p l i s h e d 
a c h i e v e -
ments no 
other spe-
cies is ca-
pable of, 
but that 
d o e s n ’ t 
m e a n 
we are 
the most 
h i g h l y 

evolved.”
For some students, religion has 

nothing to do with how they view 
the theory of evolution.

“I view myself as a Hindu,” 
Chakravarthy said.  “My religion 
doesn’t really talk much about the 
theory of evolution, there is no con-
troversy about it.  Some religions 
think of science and religion as di-
rect opposites, but my religion sees 
them as going hand in hand.”

“For me, I believe in parts of the 
theory,” Levine said.  “It is not re-
ally because of my religion that I 
disagree, it is just what I person-
ally think happened.  Even if my 
religion said that wasn’t what hap-
pened, I would believe what I be-
lieve.”

To scientists, while a theory is 
well founded in fact, that doesn’t 
mean that it can never change.

“A theory is an explanation for 

Teaching of evolution 
sparks controversy

“

”

One of the things that 
people often donʼt real-
ize is that evolution is 
a theme to bridge all 
fields by.
- science teacher charles collis

Evolution, from 1

lots of gathered facts,” Collis said.  
“It can always be changed based on 
new information.  If that is not the 
case, then it isn’t science.  If valid 
evidence is presented to disprove 
or modify the theory of evolution, 
that’s fine, but it hasn’t been done 
yet.  Most of the theory is backed 
with so much data that there is no 
doubt about its validity.  There are 
other parts, such as the origin of 
the first life on this planet, that are 
much less clear.  There is a tenden-
cy for people to insert the creator 
at whatever part they don’t under-
stand.  The belief in the creator is 
great, but science can’t make that 
assumption.  It has to keep investi-
gating based on rationalistic, natu-
ral laws.”

Currently, religion and science 
are both trying to explain the parts 
of our history we don’t understand.  
People have always needed a story 
to discuss how they came about.  
Science and religion present two 
different stories, which may or may 
not be alike.

“I think science and religion are 
somewhat divided,” Sadler said.  
“But science is science, religion is 
religion, and religion has no place 
in the science classroom.”

Levine doesn’t really see a di-
vide.

“The divide was probably a lot 
more in the past, when there were 
a lot more orthodox Jews,” Levine 
said.  “Nowadays, Jewish people 
don’t take things as literally.”

Smith doesn’t see why religion 
and science are as separated as they 
currently are.

“Honestly I don’t think there 
should be a divide because God 
provides everything for us, includ-
ing science,” Smith said.  

As far as how much power the 
government should have over this 
issue, Collis maintains that both the 
views of religions and science are 
needed in today’s world.

“Religion is important for pro-
viding guidance on issues such as 
moral behavior,” Collis said.  “Sci-
ence can never explain that.  Reli-
gion can help you come to know 
why life has value and meaning, 
but religion was not designed to 
answer scientific questions.”

“I don’t agree with 

evolution because it 

conflicts with my 

religious beliefs, but I 

can’t tell teachers what 

to teach.”

- sophomore melanie holland

“I think it’s important 

for students to be 

taught evolution - they 

need to know both 

sides of the story.”
- senior jon solamillo

What do you think?

erin blumer
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In approximately 329 days, St. Louis will go 
through one of the largest changes that it has ex-
perienced in a long time. The St. Louis Cardinals 
baseball team will move into their new stadium 
located only a few feet away from the current 
Busch stadium. 

“It is really exciting to watch the progress,” 
science teacher Nathan Peck said. “I am really 
excited about opening day.  We are finally go-
ing to have a real place to watch baseball, where 
fans will be a lot closer to the action.”

Fifty years ago, August A. Busch Jr. decided 
that if the Cardinals baseball team was to pros-
per and attract the fans needed to support a ma-
jor league franchise, they would need to move 
to a new stadium. Busch took this idea for a new 
stadium, to be located in downtown St. Louis, to 
city officials. Officials were already brainstorm-
ing ways to redevelop the downtown area and 
with the idea of the new stadium, they could be-
gin making plans for the project. 

Construction began in 1964 and on May 12, 
1966, Busch Stadium for-
mally opened as the new 
home of the Cardinals. 
The Cardinals defeated 
the Atlanta Braves, 4-3, 
in their first game at the 
stadium.

“I’m going to miss it a 
lot,” freshman Emily An-
derson said. “I remember 
my first Cardinals game 
in the old Busch stadium. 
I had just moved here 
from Massachusetts and I 
had never been to a pro-
fessional baseball game 
before. It was one of the 
best experiences of my 
life. I was also at the stadi-
um when Mark McGuire 
hit his 500th homerun. The fans went wild and 
everyone was having such a great time. I never 
want to forget these things but I have to remem-
ber that I have many games ahead of me in the 
new stadium.”

On the other hand, Peck says that he won’t 
miss much about the old Busch stadium.

When Busch proposed the new stadium, 
he accurately predicted that the stadium 
would bring economic prosperity and spur a 
rebirth to downtown St. Louis. With the sta-
dium as the central point, the redevelopment 
has encouraged new office buildings, hotels, 
shopping complexes, parking garages and 
other facilities, including the International 
Bowling Hall of Fame and Museum and the 
Cardinals Hall of Fame to move into the area.  
The new stadium has been strategically placed 
to provide many benefits for fans. First, by plac-
ing home plate in the southwest corner and 
lowering seating and scoreboard heights, most 
spectators will have views of not only the Gate-
way Arch but the downtown St. Louis skyline 
as well. Also, when Clark Street is reconstructed 
after the current Busch Stadium comes down, 

fans and motorists traveling along Clark Street 
will be able to view directly into the ballpark 
and will be able to see the field itself. The best 
views will come from balconies and rooftops of 
buildings in the Ballpark Village. 

“Our hope is that Ballpark Village will be-
come a vibrant neighborhood with activity 365 
days of the year,” Cardinals president Mark 
Lamping said. [stlcardinals.com] “That would 
include offices, retail space, restaurants and 
housing. “

A public plaza will provide a gather-
ing spot for fans before and after games. 
Additionally, the Cardinals team muse-
um will be located in the Ballpark Village.  
The architectural design of the new stadium will 
take into account the environment of the rest of 
downtown St. Louis, the history of the Cardinals 
and the best qualities that other stadiums have 
adopted in the last decade. The creative use of 
old and new materials, from brick and concrete 
to steel and glass, the stadium will make an ar-
chitectural statement that will be remembered 
for years to come. 

While some fans are 
apprehensive about the 
change, the new sta-
dium will include fea-
tures that will help fans 
to remember the old 
stadium. 

“In and around the 
ballpark, there will be 
numerous landmarks 
that reflect where Busch 
Stadium was and  where 
some of the more signif-
icant moments in Busch 
Stadium occurred,” 
Lamping said. “There 
will be numerous ele-
ments within the new 
ballpark which reflect 
the tradition of St. Louis 

and St. Louis architecture and its landmarks.”
Another way to remember the old stadium is 

by purchasing stadium seats. 
“We are planning to make the stadium seats 

available for sale to the public,” Lamping said. 
“The first option to purchase specific seats will 
go to season ticket holders. We would expect 
that most items that do not have museum-qual-
ity historic value would be made available to the 
public to purchase”

The new ballpark will include many special 
features and amenities. Wider concourses, eleva-
tors and escalators between levels will be large 
improvements from the old Busch stadium. 
Most importantly, a perfect baseball sight from 
all seats will bring fans back game after game. 
Even fans will experience improved concession, 
family entertainment options and restroom con-
veniences that were impossible to provide in the 
older stadium due to the age and configuration. 
Also, many unique standing rooms and group 
gathering areas will give fans vast opportunities 
to roam the park during the game and still have 
a good view of the game. 

“I think that since the Cardinals are a really 

New stadium construction brings memories

Losos chosen to lead CHS 
“It’s exciting. Clayton has never 

hired an assitant principal to be a 
principal or one that is a female. I 
want to do well and I aim to do an 
exceptional job.”

S e n t i , 
like others, 
thinks Losos 
understands 
the Clayton 
mission of 
excellence.  
Losos has 
been a very 
active prin-
cipal at West 
in both aca-
demics and 
extra-curric-
ular activi-
ties.

“ S h e 
knows, has 
lived and 
will expe-
rience more Clayton excellence,” 
Senti said. “I think she will have a 
great academic influence. At Park-
way West she has been very ac-
tive by attending events involving 
sports, theater and music.  Louise 
is very well rounded in academics 
and extracurricular activities.”

Although Losos’ attention will 
be to the entire school, she hopes 
to know and become friends with 
individual students rather than at-
tending a large school with unfa-
miliar faces.  

“I hope I can be very involved 
next year by attending sports 
games, choir and band concerts,” 
Losos said. “I also want to walk 
the halls, be at lunch and talk to the 
students so I can know them. I am 
excited to be a part of a community 
that is almost like a microcosm. Not 
only can students leave school, but 
the community enters the Center 
part of CHS.”

Many teachers from CHS were 
involved in interviewing the can-
didates. 

“I was very excited to see that 
she had spent almost a decade in 
the classroom as a teacher and that 
she taught at Ladue, a district with 

very similar 
demograph-
ics to our 
own,” Aca-
demic Di-
rector Josh 
Meyers said.

Senti was 
i m p r e s s e d 
not only 
by Losos’ 
lengthy re-
sume but 
by her abil-
ity to com-
municate to 
others--a key 
trait for a 
principal.

“I was 
very im-

pressed with her intelligence,” 
Senti said “It is hard not to be im-
pressed with a B.A. from Harvard 
in history and M.A. in history from 
Washington University. She also 
received a Ph.D. at such a young 
age. She really connected to all the 
groups who interviewed her and is 
a good communicator. She really 
won the day.”

During her five years at Park-
way West, Losos became friends 
with the students she worked with 
during their years at West. Losos 
was able to be like a student herself 
as she faced the challenges of the 
first day of high school, prom and 
college applications all with the 
class of 2004. 

“I was impressed that she start-
ed working with the freshman class 
and moved up with them each 
year,” Senti said. “When she moved 
up with the class, she was able to 

“

”

She knows, has lived 
and will experience 
more Clayton excel-
lence. Louise is very well 
rounded in academic 
and extracurricular 
activities.
- superintendent don senti

gilahoffman

good team, they deserve whatever they want,” 
junior Andrew O’Neal said. “If they want a new 
stadium, they should get one.”

Many CHS teachers and students are excited 
about the move, but still experience some mixed 
feelings. 

“I find it interesting that there are buildings 
in this world that are over 1000 years old that 
are still being used, but Busch Stadium, which is 
only 40 years old, is obsolete,” CHS technology 
specialist David Hoffman said. 

As the Cardinals play their last 64 home 
games throughout the summer, they will be 
reminded everyday of the new stadium by the 
ongoing noise and the construction site. Next 
season will be hard at first but as St. Louis Car-
dinals fans will venture to a new stadium, they 
will create lasting memories that will stay will 
them for years to come. 

”We are a baseball city and we have the great-
est of fans,” Peck said. “The best fans deserve 
the best stadium.

become close with the students and 
see them at all stages of their devel-
opment. Now she is back with the 
freshman class.  I hope we may be 
able to incorporate this idea.  She 
has many experiences and will 
have many good ideas.”

Learning and facing challenges 
with the class of 2004 was not Lo-
sos’ only duty. 

“I have worked in many areas 
like making the master schedule, 
professional development days 
and teacher development,” Lo-
sos said. “I also have worked a lot 
with students. When I continued to 
work with the class of 2004, I was 
able to learn and grow with them. 
Each year has different challenges 
and relationships. I was lucky to be 
able to learn about each of them. I 
got to see the entire school.”

She learned do something she 
loved while participating in losing 
basketball seasons at ladue.  Losos 
has followed this lesson when she 
decided to major in history at Har-
vard and go into education so she 
can help mold students’ lives and 
futures.   

 “I love working with kids and 
trying to make a difference,” Lo-
sos said. “I love history as well. 
You can’t do much with a history 
degree other than teach, go to law 
school or do something totally op-
posite. I am so glad I was able to 
combine my two passions together. 
I really love education because it is 
a constant growing and learning 
experience.”

Although Losos was not able 
to see CHS’ class of 2006 mature 
during their high school years, she 
hopes to win their friendship and 
aid in her transition to CHS and as 
a new principal.

“I really want to get to know the 
seniors,” Losos said. “They are the 
heart and souls of the school and 
know the best things about it.  I will 
learn about the CHS culture from 

them. I hope I can grow and gain 
relationships with them. I know the 
next graduation will be difficult.”

Not only does Losos desire to 
learn from the students and teach-
ers but aid the community in over-
coming past strife over the inte-
grated math curriculum. 

 “I know little about the math is-
sue,” Losos said. “I hope I can help 
the community heal. It is unfortu-

top-The new stadium 
is being build upon the 
old parking garage. 
bottom left-A crane 
looms above construc-
tion.
bottom right-Old gates 
stand as a reminder of 
past games. 

“

”

Iʼm going to miss it a 
lot.  I remember my first 
Cardinals game in the 
old Busch stadium. I was 
also at the stadium when 
Mark McGuire hit his 
50th homerun.
- freshman emily anderson

nate that such an event happened 
because the test scores are so high. 
I am surprised it was even an issue 
at all.”

With the assistance and advice 
from Skillman, teachers and stu-
dents alike, Losos hopes to quickly 
learn the Clayton culture and be-
come a true orange and blue grey-
hound.

“I am thrilled to be part of the 

Jamie SacherJamie Sacher

Jamie Sacher 

Clayton family and look forward 
to getting to know the students 
and staff of Clayton High School 
and the Clayton community,” said 
Losos.  “I’ve enjoyed my years at 
Parkway West High School and will 
deeply miss the students, staff and 
community.  However, I’m really 
looking forward to the new chal-
lenges ahead and to learning what 
being a Greyhound is all about.”

continued from page 1
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Though it is not a fast-paced highway, or a 
spiraling country road, many car accidents have 
occurred in the CHS parking lot.

“I have had one car accident is the CHS lot,” 
sophomore Rebecca Wall said.  

“Someone hit me and they didn’t tell me.  I 
didn’t notice right away, but then I got home 
and I noticed that there was crack in the bumper 
and some scrapes,” Wall said.

Although the accident did not cause a lot of 
damage, Wall was still upset.

“My car was really new so I called my mom 
and then I felt like crying,” Wall said.  “After a 
few days I went with my dad to see how much 
it would cost to fix it.  I decided not to, however, 
because I was afraid that it would happen again, 
and we didn’t file an insurance claim.”

According to Geico insurance all car acci-
dents should be reported.

“Everyone is supposed to report accidents,” 
Geico customer service representative Mia Lowe 
said.  

“I don’t care that much now, but I think that 
it was rude that no one told me,” Wall said.  “I 
know that it was just a scratch but it was very 
upsetting.”

Although Wall would have liked to be left 
a not about the hit, she doesn’t fully blame the 
drive for not leaving one.

“Honestly, I am not 100 percent sure I would 
leave a note,” Wall said.

Although other students have told the per-

son they hit about the accident, they waited sev-
eral days.

“The second day I had my license I hit Alex 
Reinus’ car,” junior Anya Fisher said.  “I didn’t 
tell him until two days later.”

The accident was in the CHS parking lot and 
it occurred because Fisher was not used to driv-
ing her car.  Every vehicle gives young   drivers 
new challenges.

“I had driven my mom’s car before I had my 
license,” Fisher said.  “Then I got a Durango and 
it is much bigger and harder to see everything 
in.”

Similarly to Wall, Fisher was very upset.
“I skipped the rest of my clases and spent the 

day crying,” Fisher said.
There are other causes of accidents besides 

the size of the car and those are just as   upset-
ing

“After school one day my friend was pull-
ing out of a space directly behind mine,” An 
anonymous student said.  “I didn’t realize that 
she had begun to pull out yet so I also started 
to reverse.”

When the two cars continued to pull out, 
only one driver saw the other car, immediately 
trying to warn her fr

“As I drove I didn’t see anything behind me.  
I had my head turned fully around, but the sun 
was glaring and it was hard to see,” the stu-
dent said.  “My friend stopped because she saw 
me and she tried to beep her horn, but I didn’t 
hear.”

The student continued to drive without no-

miaharlan

Unexpected Dangers

Center celebrates 5th year anniversary, popular as ever 
Although the Clayton Center has established 

itself as an integral part of CHS and the Clayton 
community, it actually just celebrated its fifth 
birthday earlier this month. And just like day 
one, it still offers a variety of activities for differ-
ent age groups with a few new attractions com-
ing this summer. 

“My favorite part about the Center is the 
different stuff you can do like rock climbing,” 
sophomore Matt Pearson said. “You can play 
basketball one day the lift weights, and then 
swim there are just so many ways to have a good 
time.”

According to Executive Director Mary Jo 
Mullins, the Center is unique because it offers 
different attractions from most other recreation 
centers. 

“ The fact that we have a climbing wall, lap 
lanes in the pool, and two different fitness cen-
ters really makes us unique compared to most 
rec centers,” Mullins said. 

Besides that, the Center draws a lot of its 
profit from sports teams who use the Center for 
swimming, basketball, and weight lifting, espe-
cially from adult leagues, which regularly fill the 
Center courts throughout the winter. 

“I would say that adult leagues and the early 
morning fitness classes plus our new spinning 
classes are the most popular attractions,” Mul-
lins said. 

In addition to students using the Center dur-

ing P.E. classes,  Independent Sports Fitness and 
sports practices, many students use the equip-
ment and pool after school to stay in shape.

“The Center has a lot of equipment to choose 
from to use, and its really convenient to just go 
over after school and work out,” sophomore 
Anna Goss said.  “All of the people that work 
there are really nice and helpful too.”

Financially, Mullins says that nobody will 
know for sure how successful the Center is until 
a couple of more years pass by. This is because it 
will take a long time to recoup the costs of actu-
ally building the Center. 

“Our goal is to financially independent, and 
at the present time we are doing our best job at 
trying to keep the expenses under control,” Mul-
lins said. 

One way that the Center has tried to make 
more money was with the addition of a Subway 
in the Center lobby. 

“Subway has been a huge success,” Mullins 
said.  “Now the lunch periods are not so dead.”

Students also like the convenience of a Sub-
way right on campus. Subway is a short walk to 
good food for many CHS students.

“I love Subway because it allows you to take 
a short walk to get a good lunch without having 
to drive anywhere,” junior Ebonie Joiner said.

As the school year ends, the Center offers 
weight-training classes for the summer, and 
the pool is always open. A new coffee shop is 
expected to be uncovered sometime during the 
summer to attract even more memberships.

matthorn

ticing anything wrong.
“Suddenly, I felt something and my car got 

pushed forward,” the student said.  “I jumped 
out the door and I saw that I had hit my friends 
car.” 

“It all happened so fast, there was not any-
time for her to get out of my way, however there 

wasn’t any damage, so it is ok,” The student 
said

Each driver continued on their way to sports 
practices after school and none of them filed an 
insurance claim because there was no damage.

“The friend that I hit promised to get me sun-
glasses for my birthday,” The student said.

Students in the Business Intern-
ship class are earning more than 
just grades.  With the paid intern-
ships, which are part of the class, 
students earn credit by working a 
real job for a salary.  The class is one 
semester and is taught by Marci 
Boland and Bennett Sweet.  The 
course offers juniors and seniors 
an opportunity to have a first-hand 
experience in the job world.  The 
only requirement for this class is 
that students take a previous busi-
ness class: Business Management, 
Manage Your Financial Future, or 
Accounting.  

Throughout the semester, the 
class requires students to complete 
a Job Site Manual, a booklet that 
deals with information regard-
ing the student’s work place.  The 
manual includes basic questions 
about the student’s duties, the 
company’s regulations and rules, 
whether there is a Union and if so, 
how it works, and other govern-
ment regulations involved for that 
company.  The manual is designed 
to guide the student who is new 
into the work force.  

Students are also required to 
turn in their paycheck stubs for pa-
perwork purposes.

“We have to keep an account of 
how much students are making; it 
is a statistic we make every year,” 
Sweet said.  

Of course, students are expected 
to act appropriately on the job and 
give it their best effort. 

 The class meets every day dur-
ing third hour.  At the end of the 
semester, both the teacher and the 
manager write an evaluation point-

ing out areas the student performed 
well and places where there is a 
need for improvement. 

If students have difficulty find-
ing a job, teachers can give leads to 
search for in the market. 

According to Sweet, DECA sup-
porters, such as the sports company 
Finish Line, like to hire DECA stu-
dents. Additionally, a teacher can 
contact companies for the students, 
to set up an interview, and get them 
on the right track to be hired.  

This class is an opportunity for 
students who want to get practical 
arts credit out of the way and make 
some spending money; however, 
according to Sweet, not many stu-
dents are aware of this option due 
to its requirement of having to take 
a previous business class.

“We generally have about 10 
students per year,” Sweet said.  
“We can’t promote it until students 
sign up for a business class.”

Students who have taken the 
internship class find it worthwhile.  
To them it is something that pre-
pares for their future.

“The class teaches you about the 
job world, it has helped me in many 
ways,” junior Ebonie Joiner, who 
works at Crazy Bows and Wraps as 
a cashier.  

Students are going into different 
fields for their paid internship jobs.  
A few are shadowing adults in the 
business world, while others are 
going into the food industry.   

Students enjoy the course, and 
are certainly glad to have taken it.  

“It’s a great class,” junior Ash-
ley Campbell said.  “I earn money 
and get school credit. And I like 
Mrs. Boland; I think she is a great 
teacher.”

abbie minton

kate rothman

CHS parking lot proves to be a common place for student 
accidents requiring students to be alert at all times.

CHS student’s cars in 
the parking lot outside 
the center. As the park-
ing lot becomes more 
crowded, more and 
more accidents take 
place.

Above: Freshmen Amanda Tran, Erika Wenzler, and Genny 
Conradi enjoy a healthy, tasty lunch at Subway, located in 
the Center of Clayton.  Subway is a favorite of many CHS 
students.
Left: A Clayton Community member makes use of weight-
training equipment in the Center.  The Center offers students 
and members use of excersise equipment, pools, basketball, 
and rubber courts.

Class offers students 
glimpse into real world
feng-shuangstamme

Thanks to the following Clayton families for 
making it possible to invite 14-year-old Frida 
Andrew from Moshi, Tanzania, to St. Louis to 

experience the School District of Clayton:
John and Marian Bleeke

Sharon Parker and Robert Swarm
Rebecca Treiman and Charles McGibbon

Dwight and Janna Smith
James Shoemaker and Mary Nielsen

William and Mary McClellan
Kenneth and Sally Goldman

Jack Waterbury and Carolyn Jenkins
Robert and Laurel Meyer

David Roberts and Sue Fischlowitz
Nicholas Davidson and Jeanne Most 

Richard and Marguerite Bliss
Nestor Muzanila

Brent and Paive Tetri

John and Lucy Morris
Frida Andrew

Moshi, Tanzania
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Do you have an interest in sports and en-
tertainment marketing? Hoping for a career in 
fashion, travel, or advertising? If so, CHS has the 
perfect organization: The Distributive Education 
Clubs of America. Better known as DECA, the 
club offers ambitious students an environment 
in which to learn about business and marketing, 
compete against other students from around 
the world and even 
offers the chance for 
participants to win 
scholarships. 

Business teacher 
Marci Boland is one 
of the CHS DECA 
sponsors along with 
Bennett Sweet. 

“The main goals 
of DECA are to de-
velop leadership and 
social skills, enhance 
the students’ business 
knowledge, and de-
velop a sense of civic 
consciousness,” Boland said. 

DECA has organized several all-school proj-
ects this year, including the penny war, silicone 
bracelet sales, barbecues, the poker tournament 
and the health fair. Besides fundraising, students 
do written projects, PowerPoint presentations, 
role-plays and other business and marketing-re-
lated activities.

Clayton’s DECA has 65 total participants, 
and 14 of them went to the Missouri state tour-
nament. Micah Miller, Laura Johnson, Katie 
Holt, Becky Bollinger, Erica Jantho, Ethan Oet-
ter, Michael Goldsticker, and Jimmy Whiteley 
all qualified for Internationals in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia. Of the eight that qualified, five Clayton 

DECA competition spotlights hard work 

navakantor students attended. 
“Our civic consciousness project qualified for 

the international competition, but they did not 
attend because of commitments to their sports or 
because of the AP exams,” Boland said.

Attending DECA competitions requires a lot 
of time and effort from students.

“If a student is doing a written project, it takes 
most of first semester in planning and imple-
mentation,” Boland said. “If a student is doing 

a role play [where 
they go to the 
competition and 
are given a busi-
ness scenario to re-
spond to], there is 
much less prepara-
tion involved.”

Senior Laura 
Johnson was the 
only Clayton stu-
dent to make it to 
the finals at the in-
ternational compe-
tition, in Vehicles 
and Petroleum.  

“The competition was nerve-racking,” John-
son said. “Even though I didn’t have to prepare 
anything ahead of time for my topic, I still had 
to anticipate the questions they were asking me. 
It’s really all about how you handle stress.”

Junior Katie Holt enjoyed the whole experi-
ence of being at Internationals along with 14,000 
other people from Guam, Germany, Japan, Can-
ada and many other places.

“It was awesome that we were able to go 
to the competition,” Holt said. “Even though I 
didn’t place, it was really fun. The work was all 
worthwhile.”

Holt and Miller had the topic of Public Rela-
tions. In addition to presenting a PowerPoint to 

the judges, they had to write a 30-page paper. 
“The hardest part of being in the competi-

tions was all the time we had to put in to our 
project,” Holt said. “Our conflicting schedules 
also caused a problem during the preparation.” 

Johnson was impressed with CHS’s perfor-
mance at the competition. 

“The fact that we were able to take five kids 
to Internationals is impressive for a school our 
size,” Johnson said. “Missouri usually does 
well.”

Boland was very proud of her students’ 
achievements.

“Our Public Relations campaign placed in the 
top 20 in the nation and Laura Johnson placed in 

“

”

It was awesome that we were 
able to go to the competition. 
Even though I didnʼt place, it 
was really fun. The work was 
all worthwhile. 
- junior katie holt

With all the hype that has been going around Clayton lately 
about traditional math vs. Integrated math, you would expect 
to find practically the whole city signed up for next year’s tra-
ditional math class. However, that does not seem to be the case.  
As of May 5, only 11 current eighth graders and 14 freshmen are 
signed up for next year’s traditional math classes.  

Despite all the criticism that the integrated math program 
has been receiving this year, only a small percentage of students 
have decided to go against the recommended curriculum to 
take traditional math. 

“The enrollment for traditional math is substantially smaller 
then the enrollment for Integrated,” math department chair Sta-
cy Felps said. “Out of the 435 students in the current eighth and 
ninth grade classes, the geometry enrollment represents less 
than six percent.”

Even with the low numbers in enrollment, the class is still 
being offered to all in 

coming freshman and 
sophomores who 
chose to take it.  
Freshmen who took 

integrated math this 
year and wish to take 

geometry next year will 
however have to spend 

part of there summer 
preparing for the tradi-

tional math program. 
“There is a list of algebra 

topics that should be stud-
ied before the start of the 

new school year. This list is 
available in both the math and 

c o u n - seling offices,” Felps said.  “The 
math department will offer a summer session aimed at these 
topics, or students may self-study or work with a tutor.” 

Some kids are willing to take those extra steps in order reap 
the benefits that the traditional math offers.

Freshman Marta Toczylowski has spent a lot of energy in 
campaigning for the traditional math classes and believes that 
they are the right choice for her. 

“Integrated math is all about group work, but I work better 
by myself,” Toczylowski said. “I also think that the traditional 
math will better help me prepare for the SATs.”

Freshman Hillary Stuckey has a similar point of view. 
“It is harder to get outside help while taking integrated 

math,” Stuckey said.  “All that my tutors and parents have been 
taught is traditional math.” 

Of course there are still those who are perfectly happy stay-
ing with the Integrated program.

“Integrated math has been working well for me so far,” fresh-
man Alexandria Hutchinson said. “Why mess with it?”

But how will this new program fit into the already well-de-
veloped math department?

“Teachers will have more preps and/or will have fewer op-
portunities for collaboration because the same number of teach-
ing periods must be distributed in a different way,” Felps said. 
“We truly value the collaboration and know that the students 
benefit from our working together. However, we also believe 
that when a math teacher is assigned more than three separate 
courses, he or she is not able to devote the time and energy 
needed to do his or her best work.”

Despite all the anxiety and anticipation about the tradition-
al math classes, come next year traditional math will begin at 
CHS.

katieweiss

the top 10 in the nation,” Boland said. “We had 
two students from the state of Missouri place in 
the top three, but they were not from St.. Louis 
schools.”

Although winning competitions is reward-
ing, the benefits of DECA reach well beyond the 
thrill of competing. 

“DECA helps you choose career paths for 
later in life,” Johnson said. “It educates people 
so that they can be successful in the real business 
world.” Boland agrees.

“You don’t realize how much you know and 
how well you can do until you try it,” Boland 
said. “DECA is life-altering and is a wonderful 
experience for all involved.”  

jamie sachar

DECA donates a 
$3,000 check to BJC 
as a part of a project 
to honor former CHS 
student Jason Bright-
field, who had brain 
cancer. Principal Dave 
Skillman, senior Becky 
Bollinger, Dan Sullivan, 
Jason Brightfield, ju-
nior Micah Miller, and 
junior Katie Holt.

Recently, CHS students competed in an 
International DECA competition with great success.

Large controversy 
over math yields 
small numbers

New sculptures have been popping up all 
over Clayton.  With all of the new buildings go-
ing up, the City of Clayton has set requirements 
which make art an essential part of each new de-
velopment; however, the Clayton Art Commis-
sion is in charge of what art is selected.

“The City of Clayton requires many develop-
ers who do a Planned Unit Development, PUD, 
to include public art as part of their develop-
ment,” Clayton Art Commission consultant 
Meredith McKinley said.  “These developers 
must present their public art selection to the 
Clayton Art Commission, [the] CAC.”

Two new pieces of art have been added to 
Clayton this month for precisely this reason.  
One piece is by Howard Ben Tre, and the other 
is by Fernando Botero.

The piece by Ben Tre is called Caryatid and 
was installed in the Carondelet Plaza on May 
3 and 4.  THF Realty has been developing the 
area around the Ritz and needed a piece of art to 
install.  Art Consultant Mary Mcelwain worked 
with THF Realty to choose an art piece.

“The City of Clayton has an ordinance that 
mandates each development project set aside 
money to purchase or commission artwork,” 
Mcelwain said.  “In this case, THF is the devel-
oper and I worked with them over a period of 
about a year to look at a number of artists, both 
local and national, whose style and materials 
were compatible with the architecture of their 
building.  Ben Tre is internationally known and 
his work is included in the St. Louis Art Muse-
um’s permanent collection, so he was viewed by 
the Arts Commission as a prestigious addition 
to Clayton’s public art spaces.”

Ben Tre’s Caryatid is placed in front of the 
residential tower and has eight granite cubes 
placed around it to encourage people to stop 
and look at the piece.

So far, Caryatid has not raised a lot of dis-
cussion; whereas, the new Botero art piece on 
Wydown and Hanley has. 

Botero’s “Man on a Horse” has caused con-
troversy in the Clayton community.  

“Man on a Horse” was loaned to Clayton by 
the Gateway Foundation on a long term basis.  
The Gateway Foundation is paying for the in-
stallation of the piece and the surrounding land-
scaping. 

The 11 foot six inch statue is that of a fat man 
on a fat horse.  Some people that work in busi-
nesses on Wydown have found the fat man to 
be offensive.

“The statue is offensive,” Wydown barber-
shop worker Robert Poe said.  “The statue is 
ugly.  It is a disgusting fat man on a fat horse.”

Many Clayton students agree that the statue 
is ugly and feel that the intersection of Wydown 
and Hanley is the wrong place for the sculp-
ture.

“I think the statue is ugly,” junior Rachel 
Smith said.  “It looks out of place.  Maybe if it 
was in the loop or somewhere else it would look 
better.”

However, some people like the statue and 
feel that it is very attractive looking.

“I had some ladies in here the other day that 
think the statue is sexy,” Poe said.

Typically Botero’s art is of “fat” people.  He 
does this to make people take a second look at 
traditional art.  “Man on a Horse” is modeled 
after the traditional equestrian statue.  The flyer 
sent out by the Clayton Art Commission states 
that “with its disproportionate scale and lack of 
specific identity, it asks viewers to look at this 
traditional form in a new way”.  

Some customers at Starbucks felt that the 
controversy caused by the statue is exactly what 
Botero was aiming for.

“The piece makes people think,”  a male cus-
tomer at Starbucks said.  “Botero wanted to cre-
ate controversy and this time he succeeded.  I 
think this piece is exactly where it belongs be-
cause it creates controversy.”

A Clayton junior Leah Squires originally 
didn’t like the structure, but then changed her 
mind also deciding that Botero wanted to create 
controversy.

“At first I didn’t like the sculpture,”  Squires 
said.  “Then I realized that maybe Botero want-
ed to create controversy so I figured it was in the 

right place.”
Although both new art structures, “Man on 

a Horse” and Caryatid, are not liked by all they 
are part of the work the Clayton’s Art Com-
mission is doing to “help ensure that public art 
will become an integral part of the City’s future 
development and to enhance Clayton’s public 
spaces with high-quality art in order to promote 
cultural, civic, aesthetic, and economic vitality”, 
states the Art Commission’s flyer on “Man on a 
Horse”.

For more information about either sculpture, 
you can visit the Clayton’s website at www.
ci.clayton.mo.us.

City brings art to community, while 
new sculpture causes controversy
corilefkowith

The Botero sculpture sits at the corner of 
Wydown and Hanley. It has caused a large 
amount of controversy among Clayton residents.

staff photo
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The internationally renowned 
Opera Theater of Saint Louis com-
bines acting and music in an expe-
rience like no other. Opera, a form 
of theatre, is similar to a musical 
with the majority of the actors’ 
lines sung. From the end of May 
to the end of June each year, Opera 
Theater of Saint Louis presents four 
operas in English. The operas vary 
in familiarity to the general pub-
lic and in plot. Opera Theatre also 
has commissioned and performed 
world premieres. 

T h i s 
year, operas 
include Ver-
di’s “Rigo-
l e t t o ” , 
“ R o m e o 
and Juliet”, 
“ B e a u t y 
and the 
Beast” and 
B e n j a m i n 
B r i t t a n ’ s 
“ G l o r i -
ana”. Op-
era singers 
come from 
around the 
world to perform in these operas. 

The four operas are performed 
over five weeks so it is possible 
to see every opera in one or two 
weeks. 

Wendy Rosen is a violinist in the 
St. Louis Symphony Orchestra. The 
symphony plays for the operas, 
and Rosen will be playing in two 
shows.  

“Many of the young singers who 
come here to sing will soon be stars 
in the opera world,” Rosen said. 

Mary Wilson, an Opera Theatre 
soprano, adds that Opera The-
ater is wonderful at discovering 
exciting talent around the nation. 
Wilson began her career at Opera 
Theatre and has now sung all over 
the world. She is gaining an inter-
national reputation for her extraor-
dinary voice. This year, Wilson will 
be singing in Benjamin Brittan’s 
“Gloriana” with world renowned 
soprano, Christine Brewer.

 “‘Gloriana’ is a huge show with 
great rhythms and brass parts,” 
Wilson said. “It is based on true 
events of Queen Elizabeth and her 
favorite Lord Essex. The opera was 
written in the twentieth century. I 
am so excited about it!”

Alison Felter, director of educa-
tion and outreach programs at Op-

era Theater Saint Louis agrees that 
the shows this season are exciting, 
specifically “Romeo and Juliet” for 
high school students. 

“The production has exciting 
voices and because Romeo and 
Juliet are teenagers in the opera, 
many students will be able to relate 
to them,” Felter said. “The story is 
timeless and lovely and the sing-
ers playing Romeo and Juliet are 
young and very convincing.”

Freshman Kelly Lane enjoyed 
the opera she saw.

“The one that I saw was re-
ally good and entertaining and has 

stuck with 
me after sev-
eral years,” 
Lane said. 

F e l t e r 
also saw an 
opera at a 
young age 
that made a 
lasting im-
pression.

“A friend 
of mine in-
vited me to 
Opera The-
atre Saint 
Louis,” Fel-

ter said. “This was before I was 
working there. We saw an opera by 
Benjamin Britten, the composer of 
“Gloriana”. I remember there was 
a thunderstorm that night. The op-
era was about a man at sea and the 
elements are described. We could 
hear the storm outside and as a re-
sult, the man-made elements and 
those from nature came together 
perfectly.”

T h e 
s e t t i n g 
of Opera 
T h e a t r e 
is differ-
ent from 
other op-
era com-
p a n i e s . 
The beau-
t i f u l l y 
f lowered 
g r o u n d s 
include a 
tent with 
r e f r e s h -
m e n t s 
and food. Many of the singers, 
musicians and audience members 
gather at the tent before and after 
performances. 

The Loretto Hilton Theatre, 
which is also used for the Reper-

tory Theatre, seats only 987 people.
“You get really into the operas 

because it is so intimate there,” 
Lane said. “My friend and I got 
wrapped up in the performance.”

Also, the stage of the theater is a 
unique thrust stage. 

 “The audience is thrust into 
the performance,” Wilson said. 
“You feel as if you are a part of it.” 

According to Wilson, Opera 
Theatre has a unique social experi-
ence. 

“You don’t normally have that 
with opera.” Wilson said. “The tent 
and the atmosphere are really won-
derful. It is a special place.” 

CHS Band teacher Kim Shelley 
has performed with the symphony 
for 18 Opera Theatre shows. Shel-
ley also enjoys the tent and the Op-
era Theatre dynamic. 

“The tent is very festive and is a 
great place for me to have a connec-
tion with the audience members,” 
Shelley said. “It gets rid of the 
imaginary wall between perform-
ers and audience.”

Wilson loves St. Louis audienc-
es, who are different from the audi-
ences in many other places. 

“St. Louis audiences have so 
much excitement and enthusiasm, 
Wilson said. “They aren’t afraid of 
new works and are extremely ad-
venturous.” 

Wilson encourages people of all 
ages to attend operas, including 
high school students. 

“Growing up with MTV, this 
generation is not unfamiliar with 
music and stories put together in a 
visual format,” Wilson said. “Opera 
is like a three-hour music video.”

F e l t e r 
agrees. Ac-
cording to 
Felter, if high 
schoolers are 
engaged by 
visual and 
oral effects 
through the 
digital media 
of the twenty 
first century, 
they will en-
joy opera. 

“I would 
like to think 
high school 

students would love opera because 
it is real time and exciting in a dif-
ferent way than the media,” Felter 
said. “Rock concerts and other mu-
sical events can be just as fascinat-
ing as the theatrics in opera, just in 

a different way.”
Rosen agrees that young adults 

and children should attend operas. 
“There is more theatre than sym-

phony in opera, which is appealing 
to young audiences,” Rosen said. 
“Also, opera has a story. Opera is 
often very passionate and emotion-
al, both the music and the story. 
The human voice can be so amaz-
ingly breathtaking.”

Lane loves musicals, which ex-
tend from opera. 

 “Opera is presented in a differ-
ent way than musicals, with amaz-
ing costumes and props,” Lane 
said. “Operas are classic.”

Felter found her love for opera 

America’s biggest outdoor musical theater, as 
well as the oldest, is about to begin its 87th season 
of performances.  The popular jingle echoes in 
ears for days after hearing a radio commercial: 
“Meet me at the Muny, the Muny at Forest Park”.

Going to a musical at the Muny is tradition 
for many families in the summertime, a place to 
make memories.

“I go to at least half of the shows every year,” 
junior Paige Stansen said.  “They’re all so good, 
it’s so hard to try to pick my favorite that I’ve 
seen.”

Freshman Mary Goodman agrees about the 

quality of the shows, but she recalls her favorite 
Muny show without hesitation.

“ ‘Fiddler on the Roof’, definitely,” Goodman 
said.  “My family usually sees about three shows 
each summer.”

Many people purchase tickets the same way 
that Goodman and Stansen do, but for the seri-
ous musical fan, the Muny offers an option to 
buy season tickets.

“My cousin is a music major,” sophomore 
Rosie Pandolfo said.  “She gets season tickets 
every year, so I always go to a few shows with 
her.  I love it..”

Season tickets make it easier to see all of the 
shows, and there is always a variety.

katerothman

melaniegoldstein

in a similar way.
“I love the emotion communi-

cated through the music and act-
ing,” Felter said. “One of the most 
exciting places to be is in the theater 
when that part is done well.”

“I look forward to Opera The-
atre every year,” Shelly said. “I 
would encourage CHS students to 
go see any opera they can.”

There are several opportunities 
for high school students to volun-
teer at Opera Theatre.

“We have something called 
“Teen Tempos,” a volunteer orga-
nization for students,” Felter said. 
“Also, I am still looking for teen-
age volunteers for opera camp the 

week of June 20.”
Wilson has a few pieces of ad-

vice for first time opera goers. 
“I would tell anyone to get there 

early to read the program,” Wilson 
said. “It takes everyone time af-
ter the opera starts to get into the 
groove and used to the language. If 
you go into it trying to enjoy your-
self, you will have a great time.”

For more information about Op-
era Theatre Saint Louis, visit www.
opera-stl.org. To buy tickets, call 
(314)-961-0644. For information 
about volunteering, email Anne 
and Ellen Fusz at aandefusz@aol.
com. 

The 2005 Opera Theatre schedule includes “Beauty and the Beast,” “Gloriana,” “RIgoletto,” and “Romeo and 
Juliet.” Audiences feel that the smaller venues add to the theatre experience. “You get really into the operas be-
cause it’s so intimate there,”  freshman Kelly Lane said. “My friend and I got wrapped up in the performance.”

courtesy of the opera theatre of st. louis

Opera Theatre showcases local 
talent on international stage

I love the emotion com-
municated through the 
music and acting. One 
of the most exciting 
places to be is in the 
theater when that part is 
done well.

”- alison felter, opera theatre

“

“In 2005, we’re doing ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ 
‘Annie Get Your Gun,’ ‘Jesus Christ Superstar,’ 
Singin’ In The Rain,’ ‘Mame,’ ‘West Side Story,’ 
and ‘The Sound of Music,’” Muny Marketing 
Director Laura Peters Reilly.  “The opening night 
of ‘Beauty and the Beast’ is June 20, and August 
14 is closing night of ‘The Sound of Music’.

The shows themselves are completely one of 
a kind, produced uniquely for the Muny.

“The actors, directors, choreographers, set 
designers, painters, builders, wig makers, cos-
tumers, and 
everything else 
is assembled to 
put together a 
play, just for St. 
Louis and the 
Muny,” Reilly 
said. “That way, 
everything is 
just the way 
we want it to 
be: the sets are 
big enough for 
our extra large 
stage; the actors 
are the actors 
the St. Louis 
wants to see, 
and the cos-
tumes exactly 
fit the actors.

The Muny 
is well-known 
all over for put-
ting on fabulous 
musicals.

[The shows] 
are produced 
just for the 
Muny, [but], 
this summer, ‘Singin’ In the Rain’ will travel to 
the Kansas City Starlight Theater, just to give 
Kansas City a taste of the Muny.

Although one of the most distinctive quali-
ties of the Muny is the fact that its outdoors, this 
can also cause some problems  during the some-
times wet St. Louis summer.

“If it rains just a little, we hold the show until 
it quits,” Reilly said.  “If it’s really bad, we have 

to cancel the show.”
The Muny has a history of being extremely 

lucky with weather however.
“Since 1919, we have averaged only 1.5 rain 

outs each summer,” Reilly said.
And for some people, the rainy shows can be 

the most fun.
“At one show that my family was at, it start-

ed raining, and the show didn’t end until mid-
night,” Goodman said. “It was fun.”

You never know who you will run into at the 
Muny.

“Kurt War-
ner walked 
into one of the 
shows I was at 
once, that was 
really cool,” 
G o o d m a n 
said.

As any-
one who has 
attended a 
Muny perfor-
mance knows, 
it’s the cast 
that makes the 
great musicals.  
Although the 
majority of 
the leads go 
to adults, each 
year gives tons 
of kids the op-
portunity to 
audition to be-
come a “Muny 
Kid.”

“Depend-
ing on the 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 

show we’re doing, as many as 1000 kids may 
audition,” Reilly said.  “About 100 of those kids 
are chosen to be in the children’s show.  Those 
kids then go through a second audition, and are 
selected to be Muny kids.  All of the kids that 
audition need to sing eight bars of a song they 
select themselves, and learn a short dance.  Then 
they just need to smile and project their person-
alities.” 

Summer tradition delights St. Louisans of all ages

The entrance to the 
Muny in Forest Park 
will be crowded when 
the season begins June 
20. The Muny, which 
will run through Aug. 
14 this year, attracts 
thousands of St. 
Louisans each summer 
with a variety of mu-
sicals performed on a 
historic outdoor stage.

javi groisman

The Muny’s 2005 season will 
feature:

Beauty and the Beast
June 20 - 29

Annie Get Your Gun
July 4 - 10

Jesus Christ Superstar
July 11 - 17

Singin’ in the Rain
July 18 - 24

Mame
July 25 - 31

West Side Story
August 1 - 7

The Sound of Music
August 8 - 14

As America’s largest outdoor theater, The Muny, located in Forest Park, has maintained a reputation for high quality 
productions throughout nearly 90 summers in operation. Rain or shine, St. Louisans flock to the historic 1917 ampitheatre 

each summer to take part in the trademark St. Louis event. 

Growing up with MTV, 
this generation is not un-
familiar with music and 
stories put together in 
a visual format. Opera 
is like a three-hour long 
music video.

”- soprano mary wilson

“
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Community theater is a creative 
outlet where theater lovers of all 
ages can unite in their passion for 
drama. Clayton Community The-
ater has been producing shows for 
seven years. 

“Community theater is where 
all participants are volunteers,” 
Drama and English Teacher Kelly 
Ryan said. “Sometimes there are 
small stipends but basically the 
actors, directors and managers all 
come from the 
community.”

The Clay-
ton Commu-
nity Theater 
produces three 
shows every 
year. The play 
in the summer 
is involved 
with the Mark 
Twain Sum-
mer Experi-
ence. Students 
can receive 
credit to act 
in the play or 
work on the 
set. 

This sum-
mer’s show is 
called ‘O Dad, 
Poor Dad, 
Momma Has 
Hung you in 
the Closet and 
I am Feeling 
so Sad” by 
Arthur Kopit 
will be entertaining according to 
David. 

“It is a wild farcical play,” Clay-
ton Community Theater’s manag-
ing director Jeff David said. “This 

widower comes into a hotel and she 
rearranges everything and makes 
them get rid of everything. She is 
really bossy and her son is kind of 
browbeaten. He falls in love with a 
woman that he sees through a tele-
scope while he is spying on guests 
of other hotels. There are man-eat-
ing plants, a dead body in the closet 
and piranhas that eat cats, every-
thing that makes theater fun.”

”Members of the community 
have enjoyed participating in Clay-
ton Community Theater produc-

tions. 
“Clayton 

Community 
Theater is re-
ally a lot of 
fun and a 
great experi-
ence,” junior 
A n g e l i n a 
Impellizzeri 
said. 

S t u d e n t s 
have grown 
as actors be-
cause of their 
experiences 
with Clayton 
Community 
Theater. 

“I liked 
working with 
a different 
group of ac-
tors, it was 
fun, inter-
esting and 
educational,” 
senior Joan-
na Firestone 

said. 
Youth have the opportunity to 

be involved in a production with 
adults and their peers. 

“The people were a lot of fun 

and there were people of many dif-
ferent ages,” senior Adina Talve-
Goodman said. 

Working with Clayton Commu-
nity Theater is priceless in Fires-
tone’s eyes.

“I got to see what I could do 
as an adult if I don’t want to be a 
professional actor,” Firestone said. 
“They took it a lot more seriously 
than people in school plays because 
they were adults. It was cool to see 
how it works with a more mature 
group of actors.”

Firestone was not alone in her 
opinions. 

“It was really fun being stage 
manager for a CHS show and not 
so serious, but at Community Clay-
ton Theater I had a responsibility to 
do my job correctly because there 
were people paying $15 for seats.”

The teachers of CHS have also 
enjoyed participating in Clayton 
Community Theater. 

“I started three years ago and it 
was the first play I had done in five 
years,” Ryan said. “I had an amaz-
ing time doing it.”

David has also had a great time 
with it.

“As long as I have got the free 
time I do it, because it is a creative 
outlet where I can try something 
new and have fun,” David said. 

David, Talve-Goodman, Fires-
tone and Impellizzeri worked to-
gether on “The Crucible” last year. 

‘“The Crucible’ was my favor-
ite production with Clayton Com-
munity Theater because I got to 
direct,” David said. “There were 20 
cast members and it was very fun 
to work with them.”

Talve-Goodman also enjoyed 
participating in a different venue of 
theater. 

“Everyone there came from 

‘To be or not to be, that is the 
question.’ Granted, Forest Park 
isn’t putting on “Hamlet” this 
year, but Shakespeare is recogniz-
able to a variety of audiences.

William Shakespeare, widely 
considered the greatest playwright 
of all time, has written plays that 
have lasted over 400 years, and are 
still being performed worldwide. 
Forest Park is one of the many lo-
cations that 
put on a pro-
duction of a 
Shakespeare 
play.  Every 
summer as 
the sun goes 
down, the 
stage lights 
come on and 
a large crowd 
of people 
falls silent as 
a group of 
performers, 
using mod-
ern costumes 
and props, 
come out and 
perform a rendition 
of a Shakespeare play.  

This year, the play that 
is going to be performed is 
“The Tempest,” and Clayton 
High School students and 
staff have nothing but good 
things to say about the past 
productions.

“Everyone’s been to movie 
theaters, but when you’re outside 
and the sun is setting and you see 
these great works come to life, is 
irreplaceable,” English teacher 
John Ryan said.

The set-up proves to be just as 
popular as the experience itself.

“They construct sets that co-
exist with the park,” Ryan said.  
“The sets don’t look alien in a 
natural setting.

Sophomore Zoe Liberman has 
volunteered at Shakespeare in 
the Park for the past two years, 
and is planning on participating 
this year as 
well.

“It is 
very  much 
a commu-
nity expe-
r i e n c e , ” 
Liberman 
said. “For 
‘A Mid-
s u m m e r 
N i g h t ’ s 
D r e a m ’ 
we got to 
dress up 
in costume 
and hand 
out wands, 
e v e r y o n e 
gets very into it, and that makes it 
a lot of fun.”

Students also enjoy what 
Shakespeare in the Park has to of-
fer.

“I think that the whole thing 

was put together pretty well,” 
freshman Johnathan Goodfellow 
said.

Liberman feels that the festival 
is educational as well as entertain-
ing.

“One of the best parts about it 
is that it is educational, because 
it’s Shakespeare, but fun as well,” 
Liberman said. “Its a great alter-
native to just reading Shakespeare 
in class.”

The Shakespeare Festival of St. 
Louis, as it 
is officially 
called, runs 
during the 
summer.  In 
the past, the 
company has 
p e r f o r m e d 
such classic 
plays as “A 
M i d s u m -
mer Night’s 
D r e a m , ” 
“Macbeth,” 
and “As You 
Like It.”  This 
year, the festi-

val is perform-
ing “The Tem-

pest,” which will 
run from May 27 to 

June 19.  It is a play involv-
ing a murder plot, magic and a 

quest for power.
People have no bad re-

marks about the performances 
themselves either.
“The essence of Shakespeare is 

that he embraced all of the human 
subtleties, the good, the bad, the 
conflicted, and portrayed them 
masterfully,” Ryan said.

“It is pretty impressive that 
they can put something that big 
together without an auditorium,” 
said Goodfellow.

Ryan said that learning about a 
Shakespearean play is a great way 
to encourage students to go to the 
festival.

“In Honors English I, I teach 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” 
“Romeo and Juliet,” and some 
selected sonnets, and I think that 

for most 
students, 
from that, 
they have 
a lot of 
interest to 
see a live 
play.”

W h a t -
ever the 
r e a s o n , 
t h e r e 
seems to 
be a great 
e n t h u s i -
asm for 
going.

“ I 
would en-

courage people to go just for the 
experience,” Ryan said. “Even if 
they don’t think they will be able 
to follow the play, it’s a great ex-
perience to be in that type of at-
mosphere.”

mikegregory

1-800-844-3130  or hopeclinic.com

Wrong time...
Wrong place...
Wrong person...

1602 21st Street
Granite City, Illinois

10 minutes from St. Louis

STUFF
HAPPENS.

And you’re pregnant. There’s Hope
Clinic for Women. If you’re 
considering an abortion, we’re the
right place with the right professionals
at a time when you need compassion,
care and understanding.

Give us a call, or visit Hope Clinic
online at hopeclinic.com

Stage experience unifies community
Clayton Community Theater provides a creative outlet for aspiring actors to gain 
theater experience. The company, which produces three shows each year, allows 

members of  the community to develop as both actors and leaders.
somewhere different, so we were 
not just meeting after being togeth-
er all school day,” Talve-Goodman 
said. “It was outside of school and 
interesting to see how the process 
worked differently.”

Impellizzeri agrees that the dy-
namic was quite different. 

“Working with adults was dif-
ferent because I had intimate scenes 
with a 20-year-old and that was 
weird,” Impellizzeri said. “Also, it 
is a change from CHS theater be-
cause it is promoted everywhere 
with pictures and you can purchase 
tickets on Metrotix.”

Clayton Community Theater 
also has some intimidating charac-
teristics.

“I wasn’t prepared for how in-
dependent we had to be,” Firestone 
said. “With community theater you 
have to work on your character 
outside rehearsal because we don’t 
have as much rehearsal time. School 
theater is more about the process, 
learning how to do theater-in com-
munity theater you have to already 
know how to do that stuff.”

The audition process is also 
more daunting. 

“I did not like the audition pro-
cess because at school the auditions 
are near your friends and it was 
very fun but it is very intimidating 
at Clayton Community Theater,” 
Talve-Goodman said. 

Despite the negative aspects in-
terviewees agree that working with 
Clayton Community Theater is a 
beneficial experience. 

“Anyone who enjoys acting 
should audition for ‘O Dad, Poor 
Dad, Momma Has Hung you in the 
Closet and I am Feeling so Sad’ to 
create their own memorable expe-
riences with Clayton Community 
Theater,” Firestone said.

Shakespeare festival 
adds entertainment 
to summer evenings 
in Forest Park

I would encourage 
people to go just for the 
experience. Even if they 
donʼt think they will be 
able to follow the play, 
itʼs a great experience 
to be in that type of 
atmosphere.

”- english teacher john ryan

“

CCT actors rehearse for a recent show. 
Actors are members of all ages from 
throughout the area, but CCT produc-
tions are known for their high quality.

courtesy of jeff david

Actors take a break during a Clayton Community Theater rehearsal. “I wasn’t prepared for how independent we had to be,” senior Joanna Firestone said. 
“With community theater you have to work on your character outside rehearsal because we don’t have as much rehearsal time. School theater is more 
about the process, learning how to do theater - in community theater you have to already know how to do that stuff.”

courtesy of jeff david
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St. Louis has many areas that high-school 
and college-age residents feel welcome in.  
Most of these areas feature trendy restaurants, 
boutiques, music stores, and a comfortable, yet 
modern atmosphere.  The University City Loop, 
located on Delmar, is just one example of an ad-
olescent-friendly vicinity of St. Louis.

Some CHS students say that they enjoy being 
in the Loop because of its atmosphere, or envi-
ronment.  However, it’s quite obvious that ‘en-
vironment,’ and ‘atmosphere,’ are merely more 
condensed way to describe a place where, under 
most circumstances, students are able to ‘hang 
out’ without the likelihood of being disturbed 
by unwanted authority figures or parents.

Atmosphere aside, the Loop acts as a home 
to more than a few upscale boutique stores and 
eateries of the St. Louis area.  Among these pro-
visions is Zeizo, a small, but newly-renovated 
boutique specializing in apparel, shoes, and ac-
cessories for both men and women.  Sophomore 
Greta O’Dea has been employed at Zeizo for 
over a year.

“I really enjoy working at Zeizo,” O’Dea 
said.  “I think that the main benefits of working 
there would have to be the discount I get on the 
clothes and shoes, and the relaxed atmosphere 
of the store.”

“I had $65 of birthday money in 
my wallet, my driver’s permit, and 
my social security card in there- 
these items were all very important 
to me,” Stubblefield said. “No one 
was caught and now I have to check 
my credit report every 12 months to 
make sure no one is using my iden-
tity and taking my money.”

In Samorie’s case, since there 
were no suspects, it is impossible 
to get compensation for her stolen 
items. However, if a suspect were 
to be found, Clayton High School 
has pretty strict regulations for the 
thief.

“The punishment for a crime of 
this sort depends on several things. 
It ranges from ISS for a few days to 
taking the case to juvenile court,” 
Gutchewsky said. “Restitution is 
usually a component of punish-
ment if we know who did it.”

Juvenile court? Isn’t that punish-
ment a little harsh for a ‘little crime’ 
like stealing?

“If the 
case is 
pretty mi-
nor and 
the sus-
pect con-
f e s s e s , 
then they 
probably 
w o n ’ t 
go to ju-
v e n i l e 
c o u r t , ” 
H e g -
ger said, 
“ M o s t 
c a s e s 
are dealt 
with inside school because ques-
tions can be asked of students and 
the process is quicker.”

In freshman Blair Klostermei-
er’s case, the process was quick and 
she actually got some of her things 
back.

“I didn’t realize my iPod was 
gone until I had gotten home,” 
Klostermeier said. “When I did re-
alize however, I knew it had to be 
from my swimming class because I 
knew I had it up until then. I talked 
to my parents, and we talked to 
Officer Hegger. Then a few days 
later, he called me to his office and 
gave me back my iPod but said he 
couldn’t get my money back.”

Somehow, the “only getting my 
iPod back” is not a big deal.

“I am really, really grateful for 
getting it back and really grate-
ful for all the work Officer Hegger 

racheldickens

did,” Klostermeier said. “I don’t 
even care who did it, but I am glad 
they made the right decision. And 
even though it sometimes seems 
like having the police at our school 
is weird, they really are there for a 
reason and are very helpful.”

In most cases, results are not so 
happy.

“I had been collecting money for 
a month for choir t-shirts,” fresh-
man Brittish Williams said. “I had 
over $130 zipped up in my planner 
all the time. Until, one day, some-
one took my planner while I was 
working close to it. I reported it to 
all the right people and we searched 
where it could be.”

Brittish Williams is one of the 
many who have not received any 
closure on their thefts. 

“Still, to this day, I don’t know 
who took the money, and I don’t 
know how the choir t-shirts got 
paid for,” Williams said. “I’m dis-
appointed in other people who feel 
the need to take things from oth-
ers. Because, usually, if you ask I’m 

happy to 
give you 
things. I’m 
s t a r t i n g 
to think 
I trust 
people too 
much.”

Teach -
ers are also 
wary of 
situations 
w h e r e 
thievery is 
poss ib le . 
H e a l t h 
T e a c h e r 
M e l i s s a 

Lewis is a teacher of a swimming 
class where a few thefts have oc-
curred.

“I haven’t had anything stolen 
but I still don’t feel comfortable 
about the issue,” Lewis said. “Even 
going to get a drink, I have to lock 
my door because you never know 
people (like my students) whom I 
trust are the same ones doing the 
stealing!”

Lewis feels for her students and 
is still contemplating why theft has 
to be a part of the Clayton High 
School environment.

“There were thefts in team lock-
er rooms, out of backpacks because 
the lockers are not big enough to 
fit kids’ backpacks,” Lewis said. 
“Luckily there are cameras to see 
who is going in and out, but it is 
the Center, there are a lot of people 
milling around.”

Besides the video cameras in the 
Center, Clayton High School is tak-
ing other precautions.

“We have video cameras at the 
entrances, and we have people 
walking in the halls,” Gutchewsky 
said. 

Still, there is an element of the 
unknown in campus security

“Being an open campus, it is 
hard to be extremely secured,” 
Hegger said.

For Lewis, there are a limited 
number of options for security dur-
ing swimming class.

“I don’t really know what to do. 
We can’t lock the doors because of 
security hazards,” Lewis said. “The 
kids just need to bring their bags 
out to watch them during class.”

Other teachers are still trying to 
figure out how things were stolen.

“I always lock my door,” Choral 
director Alice Fasman said. “But 
somehow someone got in there, 
while I was conducting a concert. 
They took some valuable things 
students asked me to hold for them 
in my office. So far no one knows 
much of anything. We have report-
ed the incident to the police and 
they are doing all they can right 
now.”

 While it is the job of the ad-
ministration to provide safe and 
secure places for students’ things, 
students also have a responsibility. 
They need to keep watch over their 
things and use available resources 
to keep their things safe.

“90 percent of things taken are 
out of lockers that have been left 
unlocked,” Gutchewsky said. “ I 
am also surprised to see the num-
ber of kids who come in the morn-
ing to drop their backpacks at the 
Commons and leave them there 
until lunch.”

It is important for students 
to take precautions and always 
know where their belongings are. 
Yet, even when all precautions are 
taken, theft still happens. If it does 
happen, it is important to keep a 
cool head.

“If something is stolen, the best 
thing to do is report it to Mr. Gutch-
wesky, Dr. Musick, or me,” Hegger 
said. “We’ll do all we can and keep 
you updated on any progress that 
is made.”

“It has completely changed how 
I think of some people and how I 
trust people. I keep things to myself 
a lot more,” Stubblefield said. “It is 
insensitive and cruel for people to 
steal from others, and it shouldn’t 
happen here at CHS.”

Despite decrease,theft still problem
Theft, from page 1

The Loop is busy as many people walk through the area to enjoy shops and restaurants. “When I’m 
[in the loop], I can see interesting people, eat interesting food, and buy interesting things all at once,” 
junior Kelly Papageorge said.

Although not everyone is fortunate enough 
to have a job in the Loop currently, sophomore 
Becca Gutmann hopes to in the future.

“I would like to work in the Loop because 
there would be a great selection of restaurants to 
take your lunch break in,” Gutmann said.  “Plus, 
everyone goes to loop, so I would be able to see 
my friends while I’m working.”

Although they may not work in The Loop 
like O’Dea, or aspire to, like Gutmann, other 
students enjoy simply being in the loop with 
friends.

“I love going to the loop with my friends and 
seeing all the different stores and shops,” sopho-
more Tonya Currey said.  “The atmosphere is so 
original: you see people with different styles and 
different backgrounds come together there.”

Unlike Currey, junior Kelly Pappageorge 
sees the Loop as a place to find unique items, 
whether they are clothing, jewelry, food or art 
supplies.

“The main reason I go to the Loop is to find 
things I won’t find other places,” Pappageorge 
said.  “When I’m there, I can see interesting 
people, eat interesting food, and buy interesting 
things all at once.”

Whether CHS students are shopping, eating, 
working, or simply socializing with peers, the 
Loop provides a fun, inexpensive hangout for 
all interested.

Loop provides fun, 
entertainment for all

abbie minton

Iʼm disappointed in other 
people who feel the need 
to take things from others... 
usually if you ask Iʼm happy 
to give you things.  Iʼm start-
ing to think I trust people 
too much.

”-freshman brittish williams

“

St. Louis’ First and Finest 
Tennis Academy

2005 Summer 
High School 

Academy Program
Varsity and Junior Varsity

PHONE
(314)569-2935

E-MAIL ADDRESS
mta40luv@aol.com

Summer Program Times and Dates
June 6-9, Mon -Thurs 3-5 pm

June 13-16, Mon -Thurs 3-5 pm
June 20-23, Mon -Thurs 3-5 pm
June 27-30, Mon -Thurs 3-5 pm

July 5-8, Mon -Thurs 3-5 pm
July 11-14, Mon -Thurs 3-5 pm
July 18-21, Mon -Thurs 3-5 pm

July 25-28, High School Boys Only
Mon -Thurs 3-5 pm

Please select preferred weeks from above and mail 
with payment.  Four week packages do not have to be 
consecutive.  Checks can be made payable to: 

Miller Tennis Academy

The Miller Tennis Academy is more than just 
a training ground for dedicated and talented 
young tennis players.  It is a place where 
players, professionals and family can become 
one unified team striving for excellence, 
driven by the unwavering pursuit of their 
goals.  

The staff at MTA has combined over 75 years 
of teaching and coaching experience at the 
Sectional, National, World ITF, and Profes-
sional levels. With Mike Miller as director 
of tennis and head professionals Billy Gluck, 
Steve Wall, Todd Hammonds, and Javier 
Pozo, MTA leads the St. Louis area by provid-
ing a comprehensive tennis program, empha-
sizing technical and tactical development, as 
well as extensive fitness and mental tough-
ness training.

MTA 
High School Clinics

MTA’s High School Clinics are conducted 
with the same belief in quality instruction, 
fitness and strategy in singles and doubles 
matchplay as in our academy program.  All 
sessions are 2 hours long with emphasis on 
drilling, matchplay as well as fitness and 
movement.

Monday-Thursday
3 - 5 p.m., $112 weekly 

$102 4 weeks or more prepaid

Academy Staff
Mike Miller - Director of Tennis
Billy Gluck - Head Professional

Steven Wall - Head Professional
Todd Hammonds - Head Professional

Javier Pozo - Head Professional

Emphasis on:
Doubles and Singles Strategy

Technical Skills
Fitness and Movement Training

Competitive Match Play
Mental Toughness

Miller Tennis Academy High School Registration Form

First and Last Name:___________________________

Age:_______________  Male/Female _____________

Address:_____________________________________

City, State, Zip:_______________________________

E-Mail Address:_______________________________

Phone  (Home)______________(Cell)_____________

Level of Tennis Experience (Jr. Varsity, Varsity):

____________________________________________

School Name:_________________________________

Future goals for tennis career:____________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Mail registration to:
Miller Tennis Academy

225 Eugenia Street
St. Louis, MO 63141
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Most seniors after high school 
go to college, get a job or do noth-
ing, However, these are not the 
only options. Senior Nathaniel 
Markman plans to live in Israel 
for his first year of college and 
then start Washington University 
in the fall of 2006.

Markman found the program,
“It’s called a year course with 

Young Judiah,” Markman said. “It 
is a school year divided up into 
trimesters. In the first trimester, 
students at-
tend a school 
in Jerusalem, 
the second 
trimester is 
community 
service in 
Tel Aviv and 
the third is a 
program of 
your choice, 
and it varies 
where the 
program is 
located.”

In these trimesters, Markman 
will do a variety of activities,

“I will be taking classes in He-
brew and current events for ex-
ample,” Markman said. “For my 
community service I will help tu-
tor kids. I am not sure what I am 
doing for my third trimester.”

Students stay in a variety of 
places as part of the program.

“We live in apartments,” Mark-
man said. “In other cites, we live 
in college dorms.” 

Marksman knows people par-

Senior Send-off, Senior Finals, Graduation. 
All three events are, and always have been, 
important to seniors. In the past few years the 
week before Senior Finals has also become an 
important time for seniors, not because they are 
busy cramming for the exams in classes where 
senioritis has prevented them from hearing a 
word the teacher has said, but because they are 
participating in an increasingly popular event, 
Senior Experience.

Senior Experience has taken place at CHS for 
the past four years and offers seniors a chance to 
experience 
work in a 
p a r t i c u l a r 
field.

“ S e n i o r 
Experience 
is a unique 
o p p o r t u -
nity for our 
seniors to 
participate 
in either a 
job shadow-
ing or vol-
u n t e e r i n g 
program,” 
Senior Expe-
rience coordinator Bennett Sweet said. “Ideally, 
it is designed to allow students to explore a ca-
reer they may be interested in going into. It takes 
place the week before senior finals and requires 
that the student fulfill 25 hours of shadowing of 
volunteer work.”

Senior Experience is still a young program, 
but more students are seizing their opportunity 
to take part in the unique experience each year.

“There are approximately 80 students who 
took part in the experience this year,” Sweet 
said. “Each year the numbers are increasing. Last 
year we had around 70 students and the year be-
fore that we had around 60. We hope that as the 
program grows, Senior experience will 
become the norm among seniors.”

Autumn Romer, a 2004 CHS gradu-
ate, chose to participate in Senior Ex-
perience her senior year and feels the 
opportunity she was given was a good 
one

“I chose to participate in Senior Expe-
rience firstly because I thought it would 
be a chance to see what one possibil-
ity for my future could be like and sec-
ondly because it was a week off school 
to do something fun,” Romer said. “I’d 
recommend Senior Experience to every 
senior not only because it is a week off 
school, but because it gives you a taste 
of something you might do in the fu-
ture. That way if your find out you don’t 
like it, you won’t choose it as your major. I think 
Senior Experience was definitely worth the com-
mitment.”

One of the 80 seniors who chose to partici-
pate in Senior Experience this year is NingNing 
Ma. She views her opportunity in a different 
light than Romer.

“Honestly, I chose to participate in Senior Ex-

perience because I got to skip school for a week 
and I was doing something that I probably won’t 
get to do when I’m older,” Ma said.

Ma spent her Senior Experience working at 
St. Louis Strings Violin Shop and hoped her ex-
perience would be a positive one.

Despite the numerous positives that seem 
come with Senior Experience, there are some 
seniors who opt not to, or are unable to, partici-
pate.

“Any senior who earned a C or better in each 
class during the first semester and who meets all 
deadlines is eligible to participate,” Sweet said. 
“Some seniors may opt not to take part in the ex-

perience because they feel class time 
is more important.”

Although eligible, senior Christine 
Wagner-Powers chose not to get in-
volved in Senior Experience because 
it takes place just before finals.

“I chose not to participate in Se-
nior Experience due to the fact that 
I’d be getting behind and I would 
be missing the last week of school,” 
Wagner-Powers said. “With finals 
the next week I didn’t think missing 
school would be a good idea. As it 
turns out, my math teacher is holding 
class like usual, so people who aren’t 
going to be in class may not be in the 
greatest shape for finals.”

The manner in which teacher’s schedule their 
classes varies from teacher to teacher. While 
Wagner-Powers would miss too much class be-
cause of the way her teachers have scheduled 
things, Ma feels that by participating she is not 
at a disadvantage.

“Most of my classes weren’t doing anything 
the week of Senior Experience,” Ma said. “I 
wasn’t missing that much when I was gone.”

Although participating students are absent 
from classes for a week, they are still learning 
information that may be helpful to them in the 
future.

“Senior Experience provides a different 
learning 
e x p e r i -
ence than 
the class-
room as 
well as 
some ca-
reer ex-
ploration 
o p p o r -
t u n i t i e s 
for stu-
d e n t s , ” 
S w e e t 
said.

U l t i -
m a t e l y, 
S e n i o r 

Experience is a unique chance CHS offers its 
seniors and one that helps enhance the quality 
education CHS offers.

“Senior Experience is a great opportunity 
that most public schools don’t offer,” Sweet said. 
“Students can gain real insight into their chosen 
field to see if the career path is suited to their 
aptitude, interest and lifestyle.”

ticipating in the program.” 
“I met a lot of kids going on the 

orientation trip,” Markman said. 
”Most of the kids on the trip are 
from the Northeast.”

The program is not widely 
known at Clayton High School.

“No other students from here 
are going on the trip,” Markman 
said. “I tried to convince people 
to go and a few students were in-
terested but they found out about 
the program too late.” 

Markman is not worried about 
the situation in Israel.

“ W e 
have a lot 
of free-
dom to do 
anything 
we want,” 
M a r k -
man said. 
“ T h e r e 
are certain 
streets or 
areas we 
were ad-
vised not 
to go. I 

will avoid these places but doubt 
the hostile situation will affect 
what I do.”

The trip is not free.
“It costs some money,” Mark-

man said. “However, I still get a 
year’s worth of college credit.”

Markman is excited about the 
trip.

“I would much rather take a 
year to do this program than go 
straight to college,” Markman 
said. “I get world experience and 
college credit at the same time.”

I would much rather 
take a year to do 
this program than go 
straight to college. I get 
world experience and 
college credit at the 
same time.

”- senior nathaniel markman

“

Unique program 
combines college 
credit, travel 

Advice for incoming freshmen:

caitlin ly

meghanbliss

Senior Experience offers career exploration

Senior Experience pro-
vides a different learn-
ing experience than the 
classroom as well as 
some career explora-
tion opportunities for 
students.

”- coordinator bennett sweet

“

Iʼd recommend Senior 
Experience to every 
senior not only because 
it is a week off school, 
but because it gives you 
a taste of something you 
might do in the future.

”- chs graduate autumn romer

“

“Do your best work at the begin-

ning of your high school career 

at CHS, that way you can slack 

off and enjoy yourself later on.”

- senior meredith rolen

“Do most of your homework 

on a consistent basis.  It really 

helps raise your grades in class-

es, more than people realize.”

- senior matthew melly

“Take as many classes in the 

beginning as possible. Then 

you won’t have as many re-

quirements left to fill when 

you’re a senior and you can 

have free periods.”

- senior kenny bradley

Top: Senior Sara Johnson - Cardona discusses an issue with Dee Blassie in the Learning Center. Johnson - Cardona shadowed 
Blassie for her Senior Experience, helping plan school events such as finals and graduation.
Above left: Senior Sarah Shumway reads to younger brother, Elias. Shumway spent her senior experience caring for her five 
younger siblings while her parents were out of town.
Above right: Senior Sam Bakken relaxes with his guitar.  Together with a few friends, Bakken spent the week rehearsing music, 
which culminated in a CD recording late in the week.

staff photo caitlin ly

stephengreenberg
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End of the journey
CHS prepares for the departure of  three longtime teachers.

amybrooks

Every year, CHS is accustomed to losing 
some of its finest teachers as they retire. This 
year, CHS says goodbye to three longtime edu-
cators: physical education teacher Barb Whit-
worth, English teacher Nick Otten, and Latin 
teacher Cy St. Clair.

Teacher Barb Whitworth has taught exten-
sively in the physical education department, 
teaching required courses such as Choosing 
Wellness and Fitness for Life, and elective class-
es like Aquatic Fitness and Aerobic Dance. Whit-
worth got her first job teach-
ing in the Clayton School 
District and has remained 
within it for all 28 years of 
her career, working at every 
school except Captain. Al-
though Whitworth may not 
have had much experience 
in other districts, she says 
Clayton is special.

“The kids have been great 
compared to a lot of schools,” 
Whitworth said. “There are 
not a lot of discipline prob-
lems, the kids want to learn 
and want to be here. We also 
have so many great opportu-
nities and great facilities like 
the Center.”

The students aren’t the only people Whit-
worth will miss when she retires.

“I’ve worked with a lot of really nice people,” 
Whitworth said. “The administrators are open 
to new ideas, and they let you try things, like 
all the Independent Study courses we offer, the 
new Adventure Education class and lifeguard 
certification.”

However, Whitworth says there are still a 
few things she won’t miss about CHS such as 
the paperwork or the meetings. Besides, Whit-

worth will be keeping busy.
“I’m in the process of starting my own busi-

ness, and I will also be working for the Red Cross 
this summer as an aquatic examiner, or the ‘pool 
police,’ making sure lifeguards are doing their 
jobs correctly,” Whitworth said. “I’ll also do 
some traveling and work in my garden.”

Whitworth says students and staff won’t 
miss her for long, she’ll come back for plenty of 
visits. 

Another retiring teacher is a prominent mem-
ber of the CHS English department – Nick Otten. 
Otten has called CHS his home for 20 out of his 

37-year career as a 
teacher. He has also 
worked at River-
view Gardens, St. 
Louis University 
High and Parkway 
South. He teaches 
Honors American 
Literature, Creative 
Writing and a rela-
tively new course 
that he co-teaches 
with history teacher 
Josh Meyers called 
Film in American 
Society. During his 
long career at CHS, 
Otten has taught 

everything from English I to Advanced Compo-
sition.

Otten, like Whitworth, also believes Clayton 
is unique.

“More than anything I like that the school 
is essentially about really teaching and really 
about the kids, which is not true in all schools,” 
Otten said.

In addition to teaching, Otten also advises 
the award-winning Works literary magazine. He 
started the magazine with a student a number of 
years ago and says he has really enjoyed work-

ing on it.
However, there are some things Otten didn’t 

particularly enjoy about teaching at CHS. 
“Grading a set of papers that have basically 

the same information from 20-25 people, that 
can be painful,” Otten said. “Also, trying to get 
people to come to their conferences, all the red 
tape, and getting up at 5:30 a.m.”

But students shouldn’t be worried about 
missing Mr. Otten too much, he’ll still be teach-
ing part-time next year, which means he’ll still 
teach Creative Writing and Film in American So-
ciety, just not Honors American Literature. He’ll 
also keep busy by continuing to teach night 
classes for graduate students at Webster Univer-
sity and doing workshops. 

“I love teaching at Clayton,” Otten said. 
“Part of the reason I’m coming back part-time 
is because I’m worried I’d be genuinely bored 
sitting at home – although I get tired and want 
to do less.”

Next year sounds like the perfect solution for 
Otten.

Cy St. Clair has been teaching since Septem-
ber 1962, with some breaks, amounting to 39 full 
school years overall. Even though only four of 
those have been at CHS, St. Clair still finds many 
worthwhile things about CHS.

“I like the eight-period class schedule so I can 
see all my classes every day, the ample space 
in the building, the relatively small size of the 
school, fairly small class sizes, and the many ca-
pable, interesting students,” St. Clair said. 

However, one challenge of the district for St. 
Clair was traveling from Wydown to CHS be-
cause he teaches Latin classes at both schools.

“17 minutes from bell to bell is just too short,” 
St. Clair said. 

Despite travel difficulties, St. Clair says he 
will miss his students as well as his colleagues. 

“I’m going to miss some of the students, 
those I have gotten to know pretty well and 
whose company I have enjoyed,” St. Clair said. 
“I’m also going to miss some of my colleagues in 
teaching and school staff who helped make ev-
eryday work enjoyable and usually successful.” 

After retiring, St. Clair plans to keep busy by 
devoting some time to his hobbies.

“I hope to do many projects that I have put 
off or done feebly for lack of time, such as pho-
tography in the St. Louis area, getting together 
with friends who are also retired, traveling, es-
pecially to Japan, some home improvements, ex-
tending my stamp collection of stamps pertinent 
to Classical culture, more reading and visiting 
my daughter and grandson in Tacoma, WA,” St. 
Clair said.

Clearly, St. Clair is going to have a lot on his 
plate. Even though he is looking forward to hav-
ing more free time, he looks back fondly on his 
time at CHS and as a teacher in general.

“This has been a satisfying four-year stint in 
Clayton: I am pleased that Latin has drawn many 
fine students and the program has grown,” St. 
Clair said.  “It’s a suitable finale to my satisfying 
26-year Latin teaching experience in Parkway.” 

The kids have been 
great compared to a 
lot of schools. There are 
not a lot of discipline 
problems, the kids want 
to learn and want to be 
here.

”-teacher barb whitworth

“

English teacher Nick Otten and physical education teacher Barb Whitworth 
then (in 1986) and now, have been integral parts of the district for over two  
decades. Both will miss CHS but are ready to relax and have more time to 
enjoy other interests.

Latin teacher Cy 
St. Clair has called 
CHS his home for 
four years. He is 
glad the program 
has grown and will 
miss students and 
colleagues, but is 
looking forward to 
having more free 
time to enjoy his 
hobbies and visit 
family and friends.

Their favorite memories

Cy St. Clair
“The election campaign of Jesse Adams for senior 

class president was very entertaining: not only was 
the campaign witty and amusing, but he never ex-
pected to win and yet he did win! Then he actually 
had to do the jobs of class president. That’ll teach 
him to mess around!”

Barb Whitworth
 “The funniest memory I have is when the fourth 

grade kids came over to the Center for swimming, 
and one kid who was sick couldn’t swim, so he went 
into the locker room. He wanted to see if he could 
fit himself into a gym locker and ended up locking 
himself in a locker. We had to call maintenance, and 
they had to take the door off the hinges to get the 
kid out.”

Nick Otten
“My favorite memory is when my daughter gradu-

ated from CHS, and I was reading names in the pro-
gram and I got to read her name.”

“I was recently looking through some files and came across my 
folder of creative writing from senior year in high school. Nick was 
my teacher. I think his remark in the margins (in bright red ink) was 
telling; he was very concise with his wording and only wrote ’yuck.’ 
I was mortified at the time, I’m sure, but I find it quite humorous 
now.”

counselor Lara Veon

“You couldn’t ask to work with a nicer guy. Nick [Otten] can be 
an intellectual and wax philosophic about heavy issues, and he can 
be incredibly goofy and fun as well. He is very sociable and a great 
companion, the kind of guy you want to have next to you at a bar-
stool after a long day, and the kind of friend you want on your side 
when things aren’t going your way.”

history teacher Josh Meyers

“Ms. Whit dedicated her entire teaching career to the students 
of the Clayton School District. We will never know how mnay lives 
she has saved by training Clayton students and staff in first aid and 
CPR.”

health teacher Doris Smith

Our favorite memories of them

“Mr. St Clair is so understanding and he cares about his students, 
he always makes sure you understand and and helps you if you 
don’t.”

sophomore Lindsay Brown

caitlin ly

  1986 Clamo yearbook  1986 Clamo yearbook

kate rothman

caitlin ly
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people

In order to better understand other cultures, 
many students participate in an exchange pro-
gram at some point during their high school or 
college careers. This spring, the German classes 
at CHS have had the opportunity to participate 
in such a program.

German teacher and World Languages De-
partment Coordinator Glenn Cody was in 
charge of the experience at CHS.

“We had our first exchange in 1993 with the 
Matthias Grünewald Gymnasium, a college 
prep high school,” Cody said. “The school is in 
Tauberbischofsheim, Germany. We have run the 
exchange six times now, and have never had any 
major problems. Our last exchange was in 2001 
and went extremely well both here and in Ger-
many, so we were eager to begin the exchange 
this year.”

Students began communication with their 
German students last fall.

“Around October or November, we filled out 
surveys about ourselves that were sent to our 
German students,” sophomore John Acker said. 
“A little later, we each sent each other a letter 
about ourselves, but in general we didn’t com-
municate much before he got here.”

The German students were equally excited to 
come to CHS.

“I was most excited about my house family,” 
sophomore German student Sophie Hermann 
said. 

Hermann has stayed with junior Rebekah 
Slodounik during her time in the United States.

“Getting my house family made me a little 
nervous because I didn’t know if we would get 
along,” Hermann said. “But they are very fun-
ny, and we are good friends, it turned out very 
well.”

For Clayton students, preparing for their 
German students to arrive was very nerve-
wracking.

“We had to do a lot of cleaning and rearrang-
ing before my German student, Marco, arrived,” 
Acker said. “As we were cleaning, the entire 
situation seemed more real.”

The language barrier was a common concern 
for CHS students.

“I was very afraid that Marco wouldn’t be 
able to understand what I was saying or that he 
would feel very out of place in American cul-
ture,” Acker said.

Exchange programs such as this take a great 
deal of planning.

“The German and American students have 
to be matched and introduced via letter and e-
mail,” Cody said. “Then we organize a three-
week program that we hope will give the stu-
dents from Tauberbischofsheim a good idea of 
what our school, community and country are 
like. Several instructors from other departments 
offer presentations for our visitors including 
baseball, the African-American experience and 
American Art. We also arrange field trips for our 

visitors to the Arch, Cahokia Mounds and Forest 
Park.”

Sophomore German student Raphaela Bau-
mann has enjoyed visiting a city such as St. 
Louis.

“St. Louis is very different, everything is so 
much bigger, and you have to drive much more, 
Baumann said.  “But there is also a lot more to 
visit. We have visited the art museum, the arch, 
a baseball game – there is always something to 
do.”

The coordinators in Germany, Manfred 
Schreck and Rotraud Wunderlich, have planned 
a similar experience for CHS students, who will 
be visiting Germany from June 17 to July 18.

During the German student’s three-week 
stay, which began May 2 and ended May 22, they 
each received their own class schedule. They at-
tended classes first through fourth hour. In the 
afternoons, they met individually with teachers, 
worked on an individual project and attended 
seminars on American culture.

“If we are having any problems with our host 
family or school, we can talk to our instructors in 
the afternoons,” Hermann said. “Also, we each 
have a project to complete while we are here. My 
topic is the author Kate Chopin. We spend after-
noons working on those projects.”

Cody has found that the cultural differences 
present challenges for both American and Ger-
man students.

“We met with all of the host families in late 
March and offered suggestions for creating 
a successful hosting experience,” Cody said. 
“There are many cultural differences that must 
be considered. We will also meet with our stu-
dents before departing for Germany in an ef-
fort to help them become accustomed to life in 
Tauberbischofsheim, so that their transition is as 
easy as possible.”

In most classes, CHS students were also ad-
vised on how to approach their German stu-
dents.

“Herr Cody told us what we should do the 
first night,” Acker said. “It was important to set 
up the rules right away, and it was also nice to 
have a dinner waiting for them, so they felt wel-
come in our homes.”

Junior Kathryn Sternburg feels similarly.
“In my class, there were only three students 

participating,” Sternburg said. “So we didn’t 
spend as much time in class preparing. But out-
side of class, all of the families who were having 
a student met and learned about how to pre-
pare. Mostly our preparation involved cleaning 
the house, getting beds ready, and making sure 
the student felt welcome.”

Hermann had never been to the United States 
before this exchange.  She noticed a particularly 
significant difference in school.

“I knew a lot about the United States before 
I came here,” Hermann said. “I knew about a 
lot of the differences in culture before I arrived, 
but the school schedules were hard to adjust to. 
Students here have all different teachers and 

move classrooms each hour. In Germany, we 
have the same teacher and the same classroom 
with the same students, the teacher is in charge 
of all subjects. Also, American students have the 
same classes everyday, our classes change each 
week, we will spend a week on one topic and 
then switch.”

Baumann, who had also never been to the 
United States, noticed similar differences.

“I had never been to the United States,” Bau-
mann said. “But my aunt and uncle and cousins 
had been before, and came to St. Louis also. They 
told me little bits about it. I noticed that the food 
is very different here. Everyone seems much 
friendlier as well, especially the teachers.”

Although they have not yet been to Germa-
ny, CHS students participating in the exchange 
have already learned a lot about German culture 
from their exchange students.

“I was really shocked to find out that Marco 
smokes,” Acker said. “It was strange to me for 
him to be so open about it, but in Germany it is 
really common for teenagers to smoke. My fam-
ily and I had to adapt to that, and set up places 
and times when he could smoke.”

Sternburg felt that having an exchange stu-
dent made her reflect on her own routines.

“I didn’t realize how quickly and spontane-
ously I do things,” Sternburg said. “With my 
German student here, I have to consider her 
whenever I want or need to do something. It 
takes a lot more planning and coordination, just 
for everyday things, so you become very aware 
of your own schedule.”

For many students, immersion in a foreign 

culture exposes many false stereotypes and mis-
understandings.

“Before I came here, my classmates were 
telling me that Americans were impolite and 
thought that they were better than everyone 
else,” Hermann said. “I feared that people here 
would be very cold and superior. It was very 
surprising, but a relief, to find out that Ameri-
cans were not that way.”

CHS students, who will travel to Germany 
this summer, express both excitement and anxi-
ety about their upcoming trip.

“I’m very nervous about the language bar-
rier,” Acker said. “Marco’s English is much bet-
ter than my German, and I am a little nervous 
that I will have a hard time communicating with 
them, but I guess that is a common fear.”

Baumann is also nervous about welcoming 
an exchange student into her home this sum-
mer.

“While I have been here, everyone I have met 
has been very friendly,” Baumann said. “The 
American culture is very welcoming. I am afraid 
that my family and my community will not be 
so friendly. I want my exchange student to feel 
as welcome as I have so that they can learn as 
much as I have.”

Cody recognizes the value of exchange pro-
grams and hopes they can continue in the fu-
ture.

“I believe that this experience is a wonderful 
opportunity for students in both schools to ex-
perience another culture first hand,” Cody said. 
“Actually living in another country and just see-
ing the sights is often the best way to learn.” 

German students begin a cultural 
exchange that will end with CHS 
students in Germany this summer.

Trading Spaces

What is your favorite memory of coming to CHS?

German exchange 
students explore the 
technology available in 
the Media Center.  The 
students from Tauber-
bischofsheim are part 
of a program that has 
been going on since 
1993.

rachel kodner

katewaterbury

“I really liked the nice people 
because they were so friendly. 
And I often went to the mall 
with my friend. That was fun 

too.”

--Franzi Frank, 
German exchange student

“I liked the Cardinals game 
we visited.  At first I thought 
baseball was boring, but now 
that I understand the rules 

and I have started to like it. I 
also like the friendly 

atmosphere at CHS.”

--Basti Beck, 
German exchange student

“My favorite part of  visiting 
CHS has been meeting new 
people and getting to talk to 
them in class.  They were all 

really nice.”

--Sophie Hermann, 
German exchange student

“My favorite part of  visit-
ing was the shopping mall.  

There were lots of  cool 
clothes.”

--Janina Ries, 
German exchange student
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didn’t want anybody else knowing, either, because they might 
treat me harshly.” 

Salmon had a different experience with her parents. 
“I tend to talk more with my dad about any of my preferences 

because he’s more open than my mom is,” Salmon said. “Even 
though my dad has the more religious background, my mom has 
more of a problem with homosexuality than my dad does.” 

Salmon’s father was more concerned with happiness than 
possible negative reactions. 

“My dad tells me that in our generation, there is more of an 
open spectrum of sexuality, and kids our age are more open with 
who they are or who they are trying to be, which means there are 
more teenagers going around experimenting with one another 
and thinking that they are gay/bi when they aren’t,” Salmon 
said. “When I told him that I was bi, he was like, ‘Well, if there 
comes a time when you like a girl, we’ll treat it the same as if you 
liked a boy.’” 

All of the students agree that sometimes it gets very diffi cult. 
“It is hard every once in awhile,” Tubbs said. “One time was at 

a gas station. [Miya] left to go pay while I stayed at the car wait-
ing to start pumping. The guy next to me said something about it 
not being natural about us being together, and it would be better 
for everyone if I stopped encouraging ‘mix breeds.’ That was su-
per offensive, not just because of the fact that we’re a couple, but 
also because according to him, I’m a ‘mix breed.’” 

Tubbs admits that sometimes offensive comments get to him.
“When we get looks, I wish I were white sometimes,” Tubbs 

said. “And sometimes it just feels unnatural being seen to-
gether. Once, when we went to Plaza Frontenac, Miya seemed 
fi ne, but I felt really awkward. Being with her and also be-
ing ‘black’ in that place at the same time was really hard.” 
Burke sometimes feels uncomfortable for Tubbs. 

“It’s hard when I want to take him to places that for me are 
normal but for him or for both of us together poses a problem, 
such as taking him out riding,” Burke said. “The people at the 
farm are extremely welcoming and don’t care what color skin 
either of us has. But it’s the people on the way out and back who 
make it hard.” 

Burke notices Plaza Frontenac as a trouble spot as well.
 “We both get a million stares when we 

walk in there together,” Burke said. “All 
we want to do is go shopping, but all the 
snobbish upper-class white people make it 
unbearable; that’s why we usually stick to 
Westfi eld or the Galleria.” 

Salmon’s roughest times are when she 
needs to talk. 

“It’s hard when you are going through 
some things with your ‘signifi cant other’/
partner/lover/girlfriend/boyfriend what-
ever, and you are unable to communicate 
with your parents,” Salmon said. “I have a 
very open, loving and great communica-
tion kind of relationship with my parents, 
but when I am having problems with my 
girlfriend and it’s stressing me out, that’s 
not something that I am able to ask them 

to help me about yet. It is totally different from when I had a boy-
friend. They knew everything that was going on. Now, with the 
girlfriend, it’s different. And it kind of hurts.” 

Along with hard times, these students all share the same solu-
tion: more sensitive people. 

“The one thing I would want to change about people is just to 
make them tolerant enough that I can’t see a reaction,” Tubbs said. 

Love may make the world go round, but for some couples 
in alternative relationships, it can seem as if it is spinning out of 
control.

Alternate dating lifestyles can be hard on all the parties in-
volved. Complications arise from choosing a partner of the same 
sex or a partner of a different race. In 1964, the Supreme Court 
ruled it unconstitutional to not recognize the marriages of inter-
racial couples. Today, the battle for same sex marriage is still be-
ing fought.

 In movies, such as the most recent “Guess Who,” alternative 
dating lifestyles has been portrayed lightheartedly. CHS students 
who experience these situations, however, 
see them as no laughing matter.

Junior Lena Salmon*, a bisexual, gets 
mixed reactions from her peers. 

“Some people here are more immature 
than others, in the fact that they feel the 
need to say rude comments or maybe even 
sexist comments when they fi nd out that 
I am into girls as well as guys,” Salmon 
said. “But once they realize that I’m not 
going to change and I don’t really care 
about what they think, they shut up.” 

“My closest friends treat me the same 
as they always have, mostly because they 
are all in the same boat as I am,” Salmon 
said.

Other students experienced different 
reactions from their classmates. 

“No real big reactions from my class-
mates came up when they learned I was 
dating a white boy, besides them thinking it was cute,” Cherie 
Brown,* a 2003 African American graduate of Clayton, said. “The 
hard reactions came from my family and some of my friends out-
side of school. A friend of mine who lived near me saw my prom 
pictures and asked if that white boy was my date. When I said 
yes, she wrinkled up her nose and asked if Clayton had any black 
guys. She just couldn’t understand why I would date him.” 

Salmon has had bad experiences as well. 
“There’s always the occasional ‘look at those faggots,’ or the 

trying to be clueless old ladies, ‘Are you two best friends?’ Or, 
‘You’re what?’ when they know good and well that my girlfriend 
and I are a couple,” Salmon said.

Situations like Brown’s and Salmon’s occur frequently outside 
the walls of CHS, and the wider world may often seem to be a 
more accepting place, but not always. 

Juniors Josh Tubbs and Miya Burke, a biracial couple since 
Jan. 2004, would agree. 

“Our friends at school were skeptical in the beginning just be-
cause they couldn’t picture us together,” Burke said. “But every-
one eventually got used to seeing us together and now one of us 
gets asked where the other is if one of us is missing.” 

However, Burke noticed a different reaction outside of CHS.
“One of my former best friends, who goes to Ladue, was less 

accepting,” Burke said. “She hated Josh from the beginning and 
I remember one night, when I was spending the night at her 
house, she just started saying the ‘n’ word, and she’s white. She 
wasn’t talking about Josh, but she was telling stories about black 
kids at her school or people she saw in the mall. I was shocked. 
I was too shocked 
to confront her 
about it at the 
time, and when I 
did later, she de-
nied ever saying 
anything. That’s 
when I realized 
my friend wasn’t 
just racist but was 
also ignorant. 
Needless to say, 
we aren’t friends 
anymore.” 

Tubbs agrees 
with Burke that 
people who don’t 
know her often 
react negatively 
to their situation.

“ I ’ v e 
seen some 
l o o k s , ”  Tu b b s 
said. “Some have 
been if we were 
past Six Flags. 
The majority is 
from the Ladue 
area. People in 
Clayton are real-
ly tolerant; even 
people in the city 
are. But for some 
reason, we get a 
lot [of negative 
reactions] in La-
due. Normally, I 
try to make sure 
[Miya] doesn’t 
see it, but some-
times I think she 
does.” 

As Tubbs as-
sumes, Burke 
does notice at 
times. 

“When we drive around by Josh’s house, we don’t get near-
ly as many stares as we get in the country from whites,” Burke 
said. “I know Josh has shielded me a lot from public reaction. He 
downplays it a lot.”

Reactions from others can be hard for couples. It is easy for 
them to feel awkward about their situation. 

“I only get uncomfortable if the person just keeps staring,” 
Tubbs said. “That really bothers me. Double-takes and stuff like 
that don’t bother me, but blatant staring is unnerving. Once, I 
was driving and Miya was on the passenger’s side. She didn’t 
notice, but someone in the lane next to me stared into my car 
and spilled coffee all over themselves. They didn’t even notice 
at fi rst.”

Like Tubbs, Burke is bothered by stares.
“I can deal with glances, but I hate blatant stares,” Burke said. 

“They just make me hate ignorant people even more.” 
More important than how outsiders 

react to alternate dating lifestyles is how 
parents respond to the situation.

Tubbs, who is biracial, grew up in a 
home where interracial relationships were 
never discussed because they were seen 
fi rst hand. 

“I’ve been around [interracial relation-
ships] my entire life,” Tubbs said. “My 
mom is white and my dad is black. Their 
relationship was a natural thing all around 
me.” 

Burke had a different experience with 
her parents. 

“I don’t think my parents ever fath-
omed that I would even consider going 
out with a black guy,” Burke said. “That 
was never in their plans for their ‘perfect’ 
daughter.”

Both Tubbs’ and Burke’s parents had 
different concerns as well. Tubbs’ parents told him what to look 
out for. 

“They just told me to expect cruelty at different locations, like 
out by Six Flags, and expect a lot of looks, 
because they still get some and they’ve 
been married for quite a while,” Tubbs 
said. “I’ve seen my own mother break 
down after being out because someone 
was mean to her. When she’s alone, peo-
ple would ask, ‘Are those your kids?’ So 
I get why [giving me advice] is important 
to them.”

Burke’s parents discussed the future 
with her. 

“I remember my mom sat me down 
and asked me if it was serious,” Burke 
said. “I kind of blew her off and said I 
didn’t know. And she said that she didn’t 
want me marrying him because I would be 
judged by other people and that it would 
be too much of a burden on me. She want-
ed me to have a better life than to be married to a black man.” 

Parents of the couples are often more concerned than the 
couples themselves about negative reactions from the public in 
alternative dating situations. 

Senior Mark Grason* experienced this. 
“When I told my mom I was gay, she told me not to get too se-

rious with anyone because it was just a phase,” Grason said. “She 

Alternative Love
Biracial and homosexual couples struggle against prejudice and ignorance. 

Yet despite these barriers, they continue to be a presence at CHS. 

by Shatara Ford

“

”

Some people here are more 
immature when they fi nd out 
that I am into girls as well as 
guys. But once they realize 
that I’m not going to change 
and I don’t really care about 
what they think, they shut 
up.  
-junior Lena Salmon*

“

”

I just wish that people would 
learn to have the decency to 
not let me know what they 
think.  I’m not trying to be 
accepted by anyone.  I’m 
happy, and that’s all that 
matters.
-junior josh tubbs

Erin Blumer

“I know for a fact 
that racism will 
occur anywhere 
and everywhere. 
Even in Africa 
where some 
blacks are lighter 
than others, they 
are persecuted. 
So racism isn’t 
going anywhere. 
I just wish that 
people would 
learn to have the 
decency to not let 
me know what 
they think. I’m 
not trying to be 
accepted by any-
one. I’m happy, 
and that’s all that 
matters.” 

Burke, on the 
other hand, wish-
es for acceptance 
of differences. 

“If people just 
accepted the dif-
ferences in oth-
ers it would be a 
lot easier to get 
along,” Burke 
said. “But of 
course that is in 
a perfect world. 
There will always 
be that person 
who gawks be-
cause they see 
something that 
repulses or ap-
palls them.” 

*Indicates name 
change to protect ano-
mymity
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When the track team 
comes up in conversa-
tion, two images imme-
diately come to mind: 
Gay fi eld’s tumble down 
track, and the fastest 
runners you can fi nd.  
However, what about the 
aspect of track that has 
been around since ancient 
Greek and Roman times?  
The events that heroes 
like Hercules and count-
less Roman Emperors are 
said to have competed in.  
These are the classic fi eld 
events including shot 
put, discus, long jumping 
and pole vaulting tahat 
are still alive and well at 
CHS today.

“I wasn’t really good 
at running,” junior Mary 
Morris said.  “I was look-
ing for a way to stay in 
shape, and discus and 
shot put turned out to be 
a good way.  It gives me a 
great chance to work out 
and do something new 
and unique that most 
people don’t know how 
to do.”

 Senior Emily Fowler-
Cornfeld also turned to 
the fi eld events because 
she had more strength than run-
ning skills.  The main coach of the 
fi eld events, math teacher Mike 
Rust, said that it was diffi cult to get 
kids to throw.

“With discus, it often takes peo-
ple back to the Greek times with all 
those statues,” Rust said.  “They as-
sociate it with the glory of ancient 
sports, so often it is hard to draw 
kids to the fi eld events.”

 This is Rust’s fi rst year back af-
ter taking a three-year “sabbatical” 
from coaching.  He began coach-
ing in his third year in the Clayton 
school district, and overall has been 

coaching discus for 12 years.
“The last three years I was 

the math coordinator,” Rust said.  
“There was no time to do both.  I 
really liked coaching; working 
with the kids one on one, you get to 
know them well.”

The girls on the fi eld events 
team seem to like Coach Rust just 
as much as he likes coaching.

“Both Coach Rust and Coach 
Steinstriber are very knowledge-
able about the events,” Morris said.  
“They are laid back, but in a way 
that encourages you to work hard 
and get better.”

Rust was the reason that fresh-
man Kelly Moffi tt joined the team.

“Coach Rust recommended that 
I try it, and it sounded like fun,” 
Moffi tt said.  “As a freshman, I had 
never done it before, at that is kind 
of what you are supposed to do 
freshman year.  Coach Rust is also 
my math teacher, so it is cool be-
cause you get to know your teacher 
in a different way.”

Fowler-Cornfeld values every 
minute she spends at practice.

“I really like the interaction be-
tween the coaches and other mem-
bers on the team,” Fowler-Cornfeld 
said.  “You can talk while you prac-
tice, they are very laid back.  It gives 
you a chance to get your mind off 
school and just get to practice.”

This is the fi rst year on the team 
for Moffi tt, but already she has won 
a second place medal for the long 
jump and the recent Suburban East 
tournament.  While she also likes 
discus, it is hard to pick a favorite.

“I like trying something new,” 
Moffi tt said.  “You get to start from 
scratch with discus.  Before I started 
I didn’t even know what it was.  My 
favorite part of being on the team is 
that everyone is so cool.  If I didn’t 
know how to do something, they 
would explain, and if I didn’t un-
derstand, they would teach me.”

Erin Blumer is also a member 
of the track team, but instead of 
throwing shot put or discus, her 
preferred event is the pole vault.

“Pole vaulting is something 
that I have always wanted to do,” 
Blumer said.  “It was one of those 
things that was on my list of things 
to do before I die, like parasailing.  
Pole vaulting is really a lot of fun.  
My favorite part is when you are 
actually in the air.  You throw the 
pole back and just fall.  It is a really 
cool feeling.”

Both Morris and Fowler-Corn-
feld participate in both classic 
fi eld events of shot put and discus.  
These events are often clumped 
together in people’s minds, but in 
reality they are more different than 
alike.

“It takes a lot more strength to 
do shot put,” Moffi tt said.  “I don’t 
have that great of arm strength, so I 
don’t do it.  In discus you use your 
whole body more, especially your 
legs.”

Pole vaulting is very different 
from shot put, but strength is key 
for both of them.

“Upper body strength is a big 
thing, but you really have to be 
strong everywhere,” Blumer said.  
“You have to be able to sprint fast 
and have great coordination.”

Morris thinks that there is a big 
difference between the running 
events and fi eld events.

“With the fi eld events, it is more 
about technique,” Morris said.  
“There are many different aspects 
of your motion, and you are more 
concentrated on every little thing 
that your body is doing.”

Fowler-Cornfeld notices a big 
difference between running and 
fi eld events at the competition.

“The fi eld events take a lot lon-
ger,” Fowler-Cornfeld said.  “In-
stead of having only one race, there 
are a lot of girls to get through, so 
it takes about an hour.  It gives you 
more time to think.”

But discus and shot put are not 
all fun and games.  In ancient myths, 
people were killed by discuses fl y-
ing out of the sports arena.

“Discus is pretty dan-
gerous,” Rust said.  “The 
shot put doesn’t go as far, 
so it isn’t usually an is-
sue.  At one meet, there 
was a girl that almost 
got hit by a discus twice.  
Luckily I have never seen 
anyone get hit, but it does 
happen.  There is always 
a chance.”

Just how far of a throw 
are we talking?  The best 
girl the team ever has 
thrown at least 150 feet, 
while the longest throws 
this year are around 110 
feet.

“This team is okay, 
we’ve come a long way 
this year,” Rust said.  “I 
had a girl a few years ago 
that actually made all-
American in college, but 
that kind of person only 
comes once every couple 
of years.  All of the throw-
ers have made gains this 
year.  To come in and see 
everyone throw 60 feet, 
and then increase to 70 
was the best part.  Then 
Emily went from 80 to 
90 to the 100s, really im-
proving each week.  She 
has made tremendous 
gains.”

In terms of hope for 
going to the state championship, 
the team agrees that Fowler-Corn-
feld has a good chance.

“I won’t be going,” Morris said.  
“But Emily Fowler-Cornfeld should 
defi nitely go for discus.”

Coach Rust agrees, saying that 
Fowler-Cornfeld is really close to 
making the distance needed to 
qualify.  Fowler-Cornfeld herself 
has aspirations of going.

“I feel like I have really im-
proved this year,” Fowler-Cornfeld 
said.  “I have doubled the distance 
I was throwing last year, and at 
each meet my distance increases 
by 10 feet, which is something that 
doesn’t usually happen.  My best 
was 107 feet, 7 inches, but I normal-
ly throw 110 feet in practice.  I re-
ally want to qualify for state.  That 
is my goal.”

The team is good this year, and 
Coach Rust is expecting even more 
in the future, especially next sea-
son.

“We have two junior throwers 
this year, so it is nice,” Rust said.  
“We will come back strong next 
year, and they have both made 
gains.”

While discus, shot put, long 
jump and the pole vault may have 
originated a long time ago, the girls 
on the fi eld events team defi nitely 
don’t view it as ancient history.

kellylane

Above: Senior Emily Fowler-Cornfeld thorws the discus as part of the fi eld events at a track meet. “I feel like I have really improved this 
year,” Fowler-Cornfeld said.  “I have doubled the distance I was throwing last year, and at each meet my distance increases by 10 feet, 
which is something that doesn’t usually happen.  My best was 107 feet, 7 inches, but I normally throw 110 feet in practice.  I really 
want to qualify for state.  That is my goal.” Bottom Right: Freshman Kelly Moffi tt prepares for her long jump event at a track meet.

Forgotten fi eld events not ancient history

As the end of the 2005 girls swim season comes to an end, 
the CHS team refl ects on what was one of the best years in 
recent decades. The 70s and 80s were times of domination in 
the water for CHS, and until this year’s team, the pool had 
not been as great.

Beginning May 12, the CHS Girls Swim Team began their 
run at the Conference Tournament at Rockwood Summit 
High School. Despite the lengthy drive and fi erce competi-
tors, such as Parkway South and Marquette the girls were 
optimistic about their chances.

“As a team, we were looking to do well on the 200 Medley 
Relay,” junior Paige Romer said. “We all wanted [freshman] 
Jillian Smith to qualify in 
the 200 IM and [sophomore] 
Keely Brooks to win the div-
ing event.”

Smith and Brooks com-
plied with these wishes. 
Smith qualifi ed for state in 
the 200 IM and placed ninth 
in that race. She also placed 
sixth in the 100 breaststroke. 

“I went into Conference 
wanting to get a state cut in 
the 200 IM,” Smith said. “I 
also wanted to place in both 
the 200 IM as well as the 100 
breast.”

Brooks dominated the board with her fi rst place fi nish 
score of 391.05. Brooks joins Smith as the only individual rep-
resentatives from CHS at the State tournament held on May 
20 and 21. Additionally, the Hounds qualifi ed two of their 

relays.
“The 200 Medley Relay qualifi ed 

for State,” Romer said. “[Freshman] 
Kerri Blumer swims backstroke, Jil-
lian swims breaststroke, [senior co-
captain] Jamie Grasse swims but-
terfl y and Keely swims freestyle. 
The same girls also qualifi ed for the 
200 Free Relay.”

Despite the absence of Blumer 
during Conference, the girls made 
a good showing. This also allowed 
newer swimmers to experience 
swimming more for Conference.

“Conference was 
very exciting and ex-
hilarating,” sopho-
more Julia Csernansky 
said. “It was a great learning experience. I feel 
like I have matured as a swimmer because I got 
to swim.”

Talent was in abundance for this years’ team.
“Talent wise we were much stronger than we 

had been in the past,” Romer said. “We had a lot 
of swimmers come back after last season and we 
also have some really good freshmen.”

The team also credits their closeness for some 
of their successes.

“The team is like the sisterhood of the travel-
ing swimsuit,” Csernansky said. “It was like we 

were all one big family. Plus I invented a new cheer where we 
bark at the other team and wave our goggles at them.”

Romer agreed with Csernansky.
“We were really close this year,” Romer said. “We made 

lots of strides to be more of a team. We had a team sleep over 
the Saturday after Conference.”

Although the season ended after Conference for most, 
others went on to compete in the State Tournament.

“I would really like to break the CHS record for the 100 
breaststroke while I’m at State,” Smith said.

No matter what happens, the girls have exceeded expecta-
tions and have high hopes for the future.

“I defi nitely think that we can reach water greatness 
again,” Romer said.

A good showing at State will help the team come one step 
closer to this goal.

At the state meet Smith improved her time and came with-
in 0.04 seconds of the school record swimming a 1:12.51, a 
personal record.  Brooks began the meet with a shaky start 
but fi nished in sixth place.

Young, experienced 
swimmers give girls’ 
swimming a boost

whitney bruce

While certainly not as popular as the track events in which CHS girls’ track and fi eld 
team competes, those who compete in the classic fi eld events are proud and strong.

Sophomore Julia Csernansky prepares to swim in the 200 Freestyle Relay. This was 
Csernansky’s fi rst year swimming but she was a large contributor to the team swimming 
in the 200 Freestyle Relay at the Conference meet on May 12 and 13. Csernansky’s spe-
cialties include short distance Freestyle and the 200 Individual Medley.

nate litz

abbie minton

katherinesher

Talent-wise we were 
much stronger than we 
had been in the past. 
We had a lot of swim-
mers come back...and 
we had some really 
good freshmen.

”-junior paige romer

“

“Sports Illustrated” named 
the top 25 high school sports 
programs in the country two 
weeks ago; and, not surpris-
ingly, Clayton did not make the 
list. After all CHS has won only 
a few state championships and 
lacks any dynastic teams that 
have achieved long-term suc-
cess. But here is a nomination 
for Clayton High School any-
way.

A different set of crite-
ria should be applied to high 
school sports, where only a 
small percentage of the ath-
letes will compete in college. A 
program is truly measured not 
by its championships or other 
accomplishments, but by the 
lasting impressions left on its 
student-athletes. In that respect 
CHS ranks with the best in the 
country.

My fellow seniors and I have 
grown up at Clayton the last 
four years. And the presence of 
sports in our lives has been one 
of the few constants. 

Here is a nomination for 
CHS sports that have taught 
me countless lessons both as a 
spectator and as a competitor. 
The lessons I have learned on 
the diamond, pitch, gridiron, 
fi eld, course, court, pool and 
track will guide me through the 
rest of my life.

So here is a nomination for 
an athletic department that has 
taught me the values of inclu-
sion and team play. An athletic 
department with a  no-cut pol-
icy that ensures that every stu-
dent who wishes to participate 
in a school sport can do so, re-
gardless of their athletic ability.

I have seen teams go out of 
there way to make everyone, 
players and managers included, 
feel like contributors.

Here’s a nomination for the 
competitors, who have taught 
me perseverance. I have seen a 
golfer miss the cut to qualify for 
State by one measly stroke. And 
I have seen that golfer rebound 
the next year to take third in 
State.  

I have seen a football team 
experience a once-in-a-lifetime 
season, only to have it erased 
on paper over a technicality. But 
the will of that team was stron-
ger than their offi cial record, 
and so that team won the State 
Championship the next year, all 
the while remembering their 
former teammates with “The 
Truth: 10-0.”

Here’s a nomination for ath-
letes who have worked hard, 
because I have seen hard work 
pay off. I have seen a nation-
ally-competitive diver and a na-
tional champion squash player 
push themselves to new levels. 

I have seen cross country 
runners embrace their sport’s 
motto, “Our sport is your 
sport’s punishment,” as they 
run the last mile faster than the 
fi rst. I have seen wrestlers leave 
it all on the mat, literally with 
their blood, sweat and tears in 
many cases.  

I have seen the thrill of vic-
tory and the agony of defeat. I 
have seen a buzzer beater swish 
through in district play to top-
ple the defending state champs. 
And I have seen a last second 
shot to win districts rim out.

I have seen unselfi shness. I 
have seen basketball and soccer 
stars put their own success sec-
ond behind the team’s success 
and strive to make their team-
mates better.

Here’s a nomination for the 
coaches, who understand that 
they are not merely confi ned 
to X’s and O’s. Here’s to the 
coaches who are also teachers, 
mentors and friends.

We have competed together, 
cheered together, laughed and 
cried together. And now we 
remember together. We remem-
ber the amazing qualities that 
our high school sports teams 
embodied. And these memories 
will surely last a lifetime.

Game. Set. Match.

CHS sports give 
athletes lifelong 
lessons, memories

Golf
-page 14

Lacrosse
-page 15
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The CHS golf team had an exciting season 
this year culminating in three golfers going 
to state. Seniors Patrick Cohn, Maxwell Ryan 
and Brian Belsky qualified for state, and Cohn 
placed third.

Most of the success is a result of exceptional 
play from the senior class. Ryan, Cohn and Bel-
sky, along with Tom Janney and Brad Smith all 
had stellar years.  Janney missed the cut for state 
by only two strokes.  

CHS was also very close to qualifying as a 
team. After a rule change in the offseason stat-
ing that only the top team from district would 
qualify for the team competition, Clayton’s sec-
ond place finish wasn’t enough. The rule also 
stated that the top 10 golfers from each district 
would qualify for the individual tournament, 
instead of the previous top five. 

“It was tough knowing that we would have 
qualified last year,” Belsky said.

The team celebrated a few key matches dur-
ing the team’s exciting run towards state. Key 
victories against Trinity, St.. Dominics, and 
Whitfield propelled the team to districts. In the 
match against St.. Dominics, Cohn shot a 36, and 
Belsky and Ryan each shot a 37. A victory in the 
last match against Whitfield got the team ready 
for districts.  

The team took their top five golfers to state, 
and added up the top four scores for the overall 
team score. MICDS was the team to beat going 
into districts. MICDS finished first with a score 
of 305.  CHS was  second with 337.  

“Our goal going into the beginning of the 
season was to qualify for state as a team,” Bel-
sky said. “We were very close, but it was still a 
successful season.”

The team had made giant strides from last 
year. JV players stepped up when necessary and 
give the team hope that the future will be even 
brighter.

“We have a lot more depth this year, with 
a lot of the JV players stepping up and every-
one having another year under his belt,” Belsky 
said.  

The team also benefited from the addition 
of senior Brad Smith, who played baseball last 
year.  

“Brad had an excellent year for us, especially 
considering it was his first year on the team,” 
Belsky said.  

Three golfers go to state, 
Cohn garners third place
martingregory

1:12.47 seconds.  To most of us, it’s just a number. 
Not to Jillian Smith, though. To Smith, it’s a goal. No. 
The goal. It is a number that personifies all of the hours 
she has spent it the pool.  All the hours she has spent 
practicing. 

“I practice really hard,” Smith said.  “I practice 
hard, and I practice the right way.”

All those hours for a mere…
1:12.47.  It is the fastest time, the very fastest, that a 

Clayton girl has ever swum the breast stroke from one 
side of the pool to the other.  Up and down through 
the water.  Arms pumping, legs frog kicking. Reaching 
out and grabbing the concrete at the edge of the pool.  
Sucking for air.  

All in just…
1:12.47.  About the time that it takes to tell that Jil-

lian Smith is something special.  Sitting across the ta-
ble, hearing about the four, count ‘em four, events that 
she has qualified for at State.  As a freshman.

“Qualifying is really exciting,” said Smith.  “It 
makes me feel confident.”

She doesn’t come across arrogant though; but may-
be she should. To list all her accomplishments, it takes 
a lot longer than…

1:12.47. The time that she wants to swim her 100 
meter breast stroke in.

“The breast stroke is my best event,” Smith said.  “I 
am hoping to break the Clayton record at breast, and 
make it to the State Finals.”

She has the body of a swimmer, tall and skinny.  
When she sits down you can practically see her arms 
thrown out, cutting through water.  The record is cer-
tainly in reach.  

After all she has been swimming since she was 
about…

1:12.47. Actually, it was more like 7, but still.
“I started swimming at 7, and swam in summer 

leagues in California,” Smith said.
She moved from California, aka the swimmer fac-

tory, for the seventh grade.  New to the district, she 
finished with middle school and made the move to the 
high school.  She also made the move from her sum-
mer leagues to high school varsity competition.  Made 
the move with flying, or swimming, colors.  

In her first year, she has qualified for the 200 meter 
individual medley (which is 50 meters of butterfly, 50 
of back stroke, 50 of breast stroke, and 50 of free-style), 
200 relay medley with senior Jamie Grasse, sophomore 
Keely Brooks, and fellow freshman Kerri Blumer (the 
relay has the same strokes as the individual), the 200 
free-relay with the same people, and the 100 breast. 
– the race she hopes to swim in…

1:12.47. 1:10.47 more than the number of seniors 
on this year’s swim team. Jamie Grasse and Christine 
Wagner-Powers are the lone upperclassmen, and are 
both captains.

“They are really supportive, really nice,” Smith 
said. “They cheer for me even when I’m not doing 
good.”

But still, no matter how supportive, no matter how 
good of leaders they are, having only two seniors is 
tough. Especially for a freshman.  

“Jamie and Christine are really good leaders, but 
it’s hard to not have a large group of seniors to look 
up to,” said Smith.  

Luckily, Smith is a special talent.  Although she 
would like some more seniors, it’s not like she needs 
them.

1:12.47. The number on her mind as she walks all 
the way up to Room 218 to see Rob Laux, the swim-
ming coach, and one of the keys to the team’s and 
Smith’s success.

“We improved a lot as a team, because we practice 
hard and because Mr.. Laux is a really good coach,”  
Smith said.  “He knows a lot about swimming and re-
ally enjoys coaching it.”  

He has really made an effect on young Smith.  
Helped her improve.  Multiplied her potential by…

1:12.47.  To most of us, its just a number. Not to Jil-
lian Smith, though. To Smith, it’s a goal. No. The goal. 
And there is no doubt that she can do it. There is no 
doubt that Smith is one of a kind. There is no doubt 
that Smith has set a foundation for Clayton swimming 
for years to come. In fact, there is no doubt that her 
effect will be felt for… 

1:12.47.
   
    

jackmcclellan

Athlete of 
the Month

Swimming
Jillian Smith

Many people are surprised to hear that the 
CHS golf team is not all guys. Sophomore Mor-
gan Deutsch has done an excellent job playing 
with the varsity team this year.

“She was easily one of our top five,” Belsky 
said.  

There is a girl’s golf league, but CHS does not 
have enough girls to field a team yet.  Deutsch 
will play as an individual on the boys team.

May 16 and 17 was the state tournament. 
Cohn finished third in the individual compe-
tition with a two-day score of 149. Belsky and 
Ryan didn’t perform as well, but finished with 
scores of 176 and 167 respectively. 

The girls’ track team is set to compete in sec-
tionals this Saturday, May 21, at MICDS, with a 
chance at sending two relay teams to the State 
competition.  The 4x400 and 4x800 relay teams 
both qualified for the sectional meet by earning 
top four finishes in districts.  

The 4x800 team, which consists of senior Mi-
chelle Alderson, junior Lexi Wirthlin and sopho-
mores Linda Morris and Ashley Crawford, fin-
ished first in districts.  Qualifying for sectionals 
proved to be a little more challenging for the 
4x400 team, but with a third place finish, the 
team of Wirthlin, Crawford, sophomore Barissa 
Ford and junior Ashley Campbell advanced as 
well.

“We really had to fight hard in that race to ad-
vance to sectionals,” Crawford said. “The com-
petition was tough, but we refused to give up. I 
was relieved to get in the top four.”

The district meet put many of the girls one 
step closer to realizing their goals set forth from 
the beginning of the season.

“I have been very proud of the girls’ perfor-
mance so far this season,” Coach Barry Ford 
said. “The goal from the beginning of the season 
has been to make it to state, and now these girls 
have worked so hard, that they are very close to 
achieving their goals.”

Last season the 4x400 team placed second in 
the state. The only change from last year’s team 
has been the departure of standout Keisha Mer-
riweather, but Crawford has emerged as a more 
than capable replacement.

The team is hoping to build on their success 
last year in order to advance again this year.

“The girls ran really well last year,” Ford 
said. “Now we have a few girls who have al-
ready been to state. They know what it takes to 
get there and do well and they know that the 
level of competition continues to get higher as 
you move on. They’ve experienced what it’s like 
to compete against the best and I think that has 
driven them this year to train even harder.”

But while the 4x400 team has the most expe-
rience, the 4x800 team seems to be peaking at 
exactly the right time.

“I was really excited when we finished first 
in districts,” Crawford said. “Everyone on the 
team set a personal record that day. I’m really 
excited to advance. Last year I was only an alter-
nate, but this year I have a chance to go all the 
way to state on both relay teams.” 

But despite their recent successes, the track 
team has shown no signs of letting up.

“The girls really need to continue to work 
hard and push themselves in practice to get 
ready for sectionals and hopefully for state,” 
Ford said. “They need to turn it up a notch both 
mentally and physically. They’ve been running 
three to five miles in addition to working on 
their events in practice and have been thinking 
about the level of competition and what it takes 
to compete on the next level.”

Crawford echoed Ford’s message.
“Track is a really hard sport,” Crawford said. 

“Just making it through the season is difficult. 
You have to constantly be pushing yourself to 
run harder and get faster even when you’re 
tired, especially when you’re tired. But at the 
end of the season, when you have a chance to 
qualify for state, all the work is definitely worth 
it. I’m ready to go.”

Athlete of 
the Month

Tennis
Josh Goldstein

Josh Goldstein is a reluctant athlete of the 
month.  In fact, he didn’t want the job at all.  But 
here’s the thing.  He deserves it too much not to 
get it.  So here is Goldstein’s recognition, finally, 
for all the things he has achieved:

Defending state tennis singles champ.  That 
is the title that Goldstein has worn with pride all 
year, and also the bulls-eye.  He has been up to the 
challenge so far this year.  

Undefeated in dual matches.  Only two losses 
all season, both in the elite Tournament of Cham-
pions with the best players in Missouri.  But, for 
Goldstein, defending state champ is not enough.

“I was content with the title for about one 
day,” Goldstein said.  “The next day I was hitting, 
preparing for next year.” 

The funny thing is, when talking about his 
championship, Goldstein never once mentioned 
his talent (which is amazing).  He never once 
mentioned his volleys, the ones that seem to come 
out of nowhere and take his opponents best shots 
and turn them into easy points.  Or his serve, the 
one that sets up those volleys so well.  Instead, 
Goldstein had a different explanation for his suc-
cess.

“My biggest strength is my level of competi-
tiveness,” Goldstein said.  “I hate to lose.  I can’t 
stand it.  Whether I am playing poker or pick-up 
basketball, I have to win at everything.”

Well, luckily for him, he doesn’t lose very of-
ten.

But instead of pointing that out, he talks about 
his work ethic:

“I have spent so much time,” Goldstein said.  
“I started off pretty average but grew into a really 
strong competitor.”

He certainly isn’t average anymore.  No, quite 
the opposite.

It is an amazing thing, astounding really, 
Goldstein’s selflessness.  How easy it would be 
for a state champ to become wrapped up in him-
self.  Alone on the number one court.  But not 
Goldstein.  Every other word out of his mouth is 
“team.”

“This season, this group of guys, everyone 
has been so cool,” Goldstein said.  “We are re-
ally close.  We support each other.  We are a really 
strong, close team.”

Instead of winning for himself, Goldstein wins 
so that he can set the tone for the team.  Instead of 
winning for himself, Goldstein wins for the one 
point towards the team total.  It is his leadership 
that sets him apart from everyone else (oh, and 
his volleys).

An anecdote:
Early in the season, the tennis coaches had the 

team jog from the high school over to the courts.  
It was not something people took seriously.  Ex-
cept for Goldstein.  Even though he went early 
to the courts, his car always stayed at school.  He 
always took the five minutes to jog when no one 
was watching.

One more:
It’s the MICDS tournament, and Clayton is in 

the finals against SLUH.  Goldstein is playing one 
of the toughest matches of the season, against Abe 
Sousa (widely regarded as one of the best play-
ers in the area).  Goldstein was up, but it was a 
struggle.  Sousa won a tough game at deuce.  It 
looked as if it might be slipping away.  

But then Goldstein found out that the match 
was tied, and that he was the last match.  Clayton 
had lost matches that it probably shouldn’t have 
lost, and now it was all up to Goldstein.  That was 
all he needed.  He cruised to victory.

So now he looks forward to the state tourna-
ment, and defending his title.  Ask him about it, 
and he will feed you a standard Goldstein line.  
He isn’t looking ahead, it will be tough…  

But the truth is, Goldstein has separated him-
self from the pack.  When he walks onto the court, 
his teammates never think for a second that he 
might not win.  He always gets the job done.  And 
what really makes him special:  he always gets the 
job done for them.

jackmcclellan

joshgoldstein

Senior Patrick Cohn prepares to drive during the 
district tournament. He went on to take third 
place in the state tournament.

marcus deem

Sophomore Barissa Ford and sophomore Ashley Crawford run around the track at Gay Field. The 
team is hoping to build on their success over the last few seasons.

whitney bruce

Lady Hounds sprinting 
towards state finish line
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Storming off to a 2-0 start the Clayton girls’ 
lacrosse team looked like they were poised to 
have a great season.

“We played great in the first two games,” 
junior Stephanie Cooper said. “We thought 
we were really good, but then we had a cou-
ple of reality checks.”

The girls went on to lose their next five 
games, but that wouldn’t stop them from 
playing great lacrosse deeper into the season.

The team took losses to Kansas City, Park-
way West, John Burroughs, Ladue and Rock-
wood Summit.

“It was bad after the first two games,” ju-
nior Anya Fisher said. “Not everyone had the 
concept of ‘teamwork’ on their minds, but 
as the season continued hearts and spirits 
opened up, and the true personalities of play-
ers came out.”

Fisher was just 
one of the many 
great players on 
this years’ team.

The scoring 
was led by juniors 
Fisher and Natalie 
Thomure while the 
defense was an-
chored by seniors 
Sara Wolfe and 
Sarah Owen.

The goalie posi-
tion was held by sophomore Hannah Long-
more at the beginning of the season, but 
freshman Shana Kornblum took over late in 
the season.

“I thought Shana did a great job,” junior 
Ellie Warshaw said. “She was amazing and 
didn’t play like a freshman whatsoever.”

Although the team had a freshman in the 
net the team was mostly led by the upper-
classmen at CHS.

The captains were Wolf, Owen and juniors 
Thomure, Fisher and Leigh Mehlman.

Congratulations to the Boys’ Tennis 
Team on their district championship!

Good Luck at state!!
Paid for by a devoted fan and parent

The Clayton girls’ lacrosse program has been growing steadily since 
it was created three seasons ago and now boasts both a JV and a varsity 
team.  At the completion of the team’s most successful season yet, they 
will have to suffer the loss of the team’s foundering class and many key 
players.  Senior Sara Wolfe is both a founding member of the team, and a 
dedicated and skilled player.  

Wolfe began playing lacrosse her sophomore year when she and her 
friends decided they did not like the sports they had played their fresh-
men year.  

“We wanted to play something new and exciting,” Wolfe said, “I had 
played soccer and Stephanie had played softball.  No one really liked 
what they were playing. We wanted something we could play together 
and be good at.”

Lacrosse became just that for many Clayton girls: an alternative to the 
traditional sports, and a great way to have fun with their friends.  

Seniors Sarah Owen, Ady Christner and Stephanie Coon and their 
parents were responsible for organizing the team.  For the first two years, 
the team only competed at the JV level, but in its third year created a 
varsity team. 

“We got enough people interested, just enough to start a team,” Wolfe 
said, “We probably only had about 15 girls the first year.  Now we have 
over 30. The interest has really blossomed and the team is a lot better now. 
Lacrosse is definitely the big new sport.”

Wolfe initially played attack, but moved to defense in her second 
year.  

Owen, also a defensive player, has great admiration for Wolfe’s ath-
letic skills and her leadership.  

“Sara has been an awesome player,” Owen said, “She’s really good at 
defense, and she works hard and doesn’t give up. She really encourages 
everyone, and keeps us all trying. Sara was definitely one of the team’s 
leaders.  She was someone who everyone would listen to on and off of 
the field.”

Defense was not always the most glamorous position for a skilled 
player like Wolfe.  Although she didn’t score the team’s goals, Wolfe was 
universally viewed as and important player and a leader.  

“I’d say I’m more of a team player than a superstar,” Wolfe said.  
Junior Leigh Mehlman agrees with Wolfe, and sees her as the key to 

the team’s defense. 
“Sara really anchored our defense this year,” Mehlman said, “Without 

her we would have fallen apart.  She’s the structure of our backfield.  She 
comes up with these crazy moves.”

Mehlman also appreciated Wolfe’s attitude even when she was on the 
sideline.

“Even when she’s not on the field, Sara is always cheering,” Mehlman 
said, “She’s got a great attitude, and a lot of spirit too.”

Although Wolfe might be shy to speak as highly of herself as her team-
mates do, she echoes her teammates’ thoughts. 

“I like to think I give everyone support and that I keep everyone mo-
tivated,” Wolfe said.  

No one on the team is going to disagree with Wolfe, a spirited leader 
on and off the field.  

Not everyone had the 
concept of ʻteamworkʼ 
on their minds, but 
as the season contin-
ued hearts and spirits 
opened up...

”junior anya fisher

“

Boys’ LAX cut short in 
first round of playoffs

Athlete of 
the Month

Lacrosse
Sara Wolfe

jamiegoodfellow

The girls’ team 
looks to have a bright 
future with a strong 
core of junior, sopho-
more and freshman 
players, but the se-
niors will be missed.

“I cried on the last 
game,” Fisher said. 
“Without them, next 
year is going to make 
me realize just how 
special that “first 
team” really was and 
how amazing it was 
playing with all of 
them throughout the 
three years.”

The Hounds’ sea-
son ended with a 
loss against the num-

ber one team in 
the state, Parkway 
West. It marked the 
second time this 
season that Park-
way West had beat-
en the Greyhounds.

But the game be-
fore, against Rock-
wood Summit, is 
what the team will 
remember most this 
season.

“It was basically 
amazing,” Fisher said. “It was back 
and forth all game long, but in the last 
2.5 seconds Tess (Shapiro) made a great 
pass to Natalie (Thomure) who was in 
front of the goal and she shot and the 
whistle blew and it was counted.”

The girls won the game 9-8 thanks 
to some great last minute heroics by 
Shapiro and Thomure and perfect 
teamwork.

Team unity was something that 
was stressed all season long.

“My favorite part about the team was our team unity 
late in the season and our drive to win,” Warshaw said.

Coach Bryan Hantack watched from the bleachers as 
his team beat the clock to finish off Rockwood Summit. 
Hantack received a red card earlier in the game, but was 
still able to celebrate with the team.

“It was the best game of the season,” Cooper said. 
“I’m glad I got to be a part of it.”

The other coaches were Jason Jerell and Brain Hanor. 
They assisted Hantack and worked with the junior var-
sity team.

“Our coaches didn’t seem as enthusiastic as the other 
coaches, but they really did a great job,” Fisher said. 
“They were really down to earth and a lot of fun. They 
helped us succeed.”

Fisher was not the only one to rave about the lacrosse 
coaching staff.

“Being a first year player, the coaches really helped 
me develop my game,” freshman Elaine Beebe said.

Beebe is just one of several freshmen who hope to 
play at the varsity level in the upcoming years.

“Our team is going to be great next season,” Cooper 
said. “We have strong core of returning players in my 
class and the sophomore class. I see no reason why we 
can’t surpass what we have done this season and move 
onto greater accomplishments.”

Girls’ lacrosse finishes strong
maxshapiro

With a multitude of talent hav-
ing graduated last year, one would 
think that this year’s varsity base-
ball team would be struggling. 
Think again. A rock solid pitching 
staff of seniors Tim Brown, 

Tim Nielsen and Chaz Salembi-
er has propelled the team to an 18-8 
record and a semifinal berth in dis-
tricts. “We just try to go out there 
and get the job done,” Brown said. 
“Hopefully, our ball club will show 
how competitive we really are.”   

With the contributions of junior 
first basemen Chris Peck, sopho-
more second basemen Zach Miller 
and senior shortstop Jairus Byrd, 
the Hounds’ have solidified an al-
ready talented infield. 

Brown has put up impressive of-
fensive numbers, hitting five home 
runs on his way to 38 RBI. Brown 
and Nielsen also boast ERAs under 
three. 

“Throughout the year we’ve 
stressed playing as a team and play-
ing as hard as you can until the last 
pitch,” Miller said. “If we’re going 

to make it far, we have to be willing 
to give it everything we have. We 
certainly have the talent.”  

The Hounds’ have pounded 
out some quality wins lately, post-
ing victories over John Burroughs, 
Lutheran South, Herculaneum and 
Ladue; all of which have double 
digit wins. 

The boys’ lacrosse season came to an end in 
the first round of the playoffs Wednesday eve-
ning in Kansas City. The team suffered a 5-4 de-
feat in triple overtime to Blue Valley West high 
school. 

“We played a good hard game,” senior cap-
tain Jacob Rothbaum said. “We were able to 
come back from down 4-2 in the fourth quar-
ter, but once you get into overtime its anyone’s 
game. 

A bounce either way can decide the game and 
they were able to get the break and the win.”

The  team dominated much of the three over-
time periods. They out shot Blue Valley West by 
a substantial number, but weren’t able to get the 
final goal.

“It’s disheartening to lose a game like that,” 
junior Max Altman said. “It wasn’t how I pic-
tured us ending the season.”

The Hounds’ despite the lost enjoyed a suc-
cessful season, finishing second in the competi-
tive Central division behind Parkway Central 
and MICDS.

“We have done pretty well,” Rothbaum said. 
“We have a record of 11 wins and six loses, 
which makes this the best overall season that I 
have been apart of at Clayton.”

At the beginning of the season, the Hounds 
did not know what to expect after graduating 
the two leading scorers from the season before.

“We were a little skeptical about our offense 
when the season began,” senior Captain Matt 
Levy said. “We lost Matt Morgan and Brooks 
Ferring, who had scored almost all our goals 
the season before. We knew that we were strong 

elsewhere on the field and hoped our offense 
would evolve.”

The offense more than evolved, led by seniors 
Jamie Goodfellow and Rothbaum, the hounds 
finished second in scoring in the Central divi-
sion with 123 goals, an average of 7.3 a game. 
Goodfellow and Rothbaum were third and sev-
enth respectively in scoring in the central divi-
sion with 37 and 30 points.

“Our offense was a pleasant surprise,” senior 
Richie Rodemeyer said. “Many people felt that 
was going to be our weakest area and they were 
able to win some games for us.”

The lacrosse team was able to win some big 
games against some of the area powers in Lind-
bergh, Hazelwood Central and Vianney but one 
game sticks out above all others.

“Ladue,” Rothbaum said. “It was by far the 
biggest game of the season.”

Missing leading scorer Goodfellow, the 
hounds were able to pull out a 5-2 victory over 
the rams. Tied at two after two periods, the boys’ 
were able to shutout Ladue the rest of the way 
while scoring three goals of their own to pull out 
the victory. The stars of the game were Levy in 
goal with 17 saves on 19 shots and Rothbaum 
who had a goal and an assist on three shots.

Ladue looks to be a rival for many years to 
come and the boys’ team will be ready to com-
pete. 

“We have some great underclassmen on the 
team to go along with a strong core of junior 
players too,” Altman said. “I look forward to a 
competitive, exciting senior year.”

Although the leading scorers of the team will 
be departing, boys’ lacrosse looks to shine for 
many years to come.

The Hounds have won eight of 
their last eleven games and are cur-
rently ranked ninth in small schools 
by the Post-Dispatch. 

“We had two huge wins over 
Lutheran South and Herculane-
um,” senior Myles McDonnell said. 
“In the Herculaneum game, we hit 
three home runs to win the game.”

Despite successful season, baseball 
leaves districts in semi-finals
benwiexlmann

maxwellryan

The Hounds’ hoped to use 
their success from the regular sea-
son to help propel them through 
districts.

“Hopefully we can have a 
solid showing in districts and 
continue a good season,” Miller 
said.  

After reaching the semi-finals 
of districts, the Hounds’ playd 
a hard game agains a tough St. 
Charles team. Unfortunately, the 
Hounds’ weren’t able to come 
out with a win.

“Overall, we had a fun season, 
and ended 18-9,” McDonnell said. 
“We just ran into a really good St. 
Charles team and lost 5-0.”

There were some success-
es during the regular season 
though.

“When we beat Lutheran 
South and Herculaneum, they 
were number one and two in the 
small school rankings in St. Lou-
is,” McDonnell said.

The Hounds’ hope to capital-
ize on the success they had this 
year as they prepare for next sea-
son.

Season Stats
Top 5 Batting Averages
    Jairus Byrd    .469
   Zach Miller .361
   Tim Brown .319
   Dam Stmborski .316
   Chaz Salembier .300

Pitching
   Tim Brown 6-3
   Tim Nielson 7-2
   Mike Oliveri  2-2 

Home runs
    Tim Brown    5
    Jairus Byrd    1
   Myles McDonnell 1
   Chris Peck    1

RBIs
   Tim Brown 30
   Chaz Salembier  20
   Jairus Byrd 19
   Tim Nielson 15

The girls’ lacrosse team gets fired up before a game. Team unity came late 
in the season but it provided them with a drive to win.

julie bernstien
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Dear readers,
The Globe student newspaper ex-
ists primarily to inform, entertain, 
and represent the student body at 
CHS to the best of  its ability.

We are a public forum.
As is such, we welcome the voices 
of  all. We accept letters to the edi-
tor provided they are signed; under 
very few circumstances will we 
publish an anonymous letter. Due 
to space constraints, we reserve the 
right to edit submitted material.

The Globe is self-funded for all 
publishing costs and offers adver-
tising to all school-appropriate 
businesses. Ads range in size from 
business card to 1/2 page; prices 
vary. Please contact our office for 
more information.

We also remind readers that as the 
Globe is a student publication, all 
compliments, opinions, complaints, 
warnings, threats, sabotage at-
tempts, arrest warrants, and libel 
suits should be forwarded to the 
Globe Office (see contact info be-
low). Not the Superintendent’s.

And with that, we of  the Globe 
staff  invite you cordially to enjoy 
our nationally renowned newspa-
per.  Ciao!

--the Globe editors
“We have issues.”

Clayton High School Globe
(314) 854-6668
Fax: 854-6794

globe@clayton.k12.mo.us

The Globe is distributed to stu-
dents each month of  the school 
year. However, as it is also a stu-
dent-funded production, we offer 
mailing subscriptions for $20 dol-
lars/year. We find this particularly 
useful for parents, for no amount 
of  begging or friendly remind-
ers can compel a high schooler to 
remember to bring home a copy.

2005-06 editors
caroline bleeke, editor in chief

meghan bliss, senior man.editor
annalise shumway, senior man.edito

rebekah slodounik, senior man.editor
kate waterbury, senior man.editor

sophia agapova
amy brooks

rachel dickens
mia harlan

rachel harris
rebecca katz

jack mcclellan
kate rothman
max shapiro 

katherine sher
rebecca wall

ben weixlmann

If you were to visit any European city, the number of smokers 
would be staggering. Cigarettes are still very much a part of the cul-
ture and social scene in Europe. Fifty years ago, most American cit-
ies were the same way. However, due to the emphasis placed on the 
negative effects of tobacco, the number of Americans who smoke has 
dropped drastically over the past few decades. 

The great lengths that the Clayton School District has gone to con-
vince students of the dangers of smoking have proved effective. In 
a 2004 survey regarding the risk behaviors of CHS students, only 6 
percent of juniors reported smoking cigarettes regularly, compared to 
the state average of 14 percent. 

Because so few Clayton residents smoke regularly, it is easy to 
imagine a smoking ban in place in Clayton. However, the recently 
proposed Indoor Clean Air Act, 
which would ban smoking in all pub-
lic areas in St. Louis County, has been 
met with wide criticism. 

The act, which would prohibit cig-
arettes in places such as restaurants, 
public buildings and bars, was origi-
nally proposed by St. Louis County 
Councilman Kurt Odenwald (R-Shrewsbury). While Odenwald has 
numerous supporters, opponents claim that the proposal will inhibit 
rights and harm business.

Those who dislike the Indoor Clean Air Act believe that the cur-
rent freedoms for smokers should stay the same. America, after all, 
is a free country. Unfortunately, the freedom of smoking comes with 
significant baggage.  

Studies have shown that secondhand smoke can be lethal. Ac-
cording to the American Lung Association, secondhand smoke ac-
counts for at least 50,000 deaths nationwide each year. Smokers do 
not have the right to harm those around them. The Indoor Clean Air 
Act would protect employees at venues that allow smoking, as well 
as non-smoking patrons. 

While most restaurants have non-smoking sections, the barriers 
are often ineffective, causing smoke to diffuse throughout the res-
taurant. The right of the smoker to smoke clearly infringes upon the 
right of the non-smoker to protect his or her health. 

The proposed smoking ban would not make cigarettes illegal: 
those who desire to smoke would continue to be allowed to do so 
in their homes, private institutions, and outdoor areas around the 
county. Indoor public places would simply be off limits. 

The claim that the Indoor Clean Air Act would hurt business is 
perhaps the most common argument against it. Owners of public es-
tablishments, such as bars and casinos, claim that because many of 
their customers smoke, the ban would cause those people to frequent 

other places outside of St. 
Louis County. 

This is definitely a legit-
imate argument. The fact 
of the matter is that certain 
smokers will stop going to 
institutions in which the 
act is enforced. However, 

another possibility is that those smokers will be replaced by non-
smokers who perhaps avoided certain bars and restaurants because 
of the cigarette fog. 

It is inevitable that the Indoor Clean Air Act will be met with wari-
ness, especially by restaurant owners, etc. Whenever a new change is 
proposed, people are fearful.  Perhaps some businesses will suffer at 
the present moment, but in the end, St. Louis County will benefit. 

St. Louis was recently cited by the American Lung Association as 
one of the Midwestern cities most affected by poor air quality. While 
this ranking stemmed from a variety of factors, smoking is clearly 
part of the problem. 

By banning smoking in public places, St. Louis County would be 
beginning the process of discouraging cigarettes. Although current 
smokers may be too accustomed to their lifestyle to change, the ban 
might help prevent future generations from picking up the habit. 

A decrease in the number of smokers would be a financial benefit 
to insured citizens in the county. Because everyone has to pay ap-
proximately the same amount of money for health insurance, non-
smokers end up paying extra to help pay for the numerous cigarette-
related health problems that spring up. If the number of smokers 
decreased, the number of lung cancer and emphysema deaths would 
also decrease, leading to lower insurance bills. 

Numerous experts have claimed that if St. Louis County follows 
through with the Indoor Clean Air Act, St. Louis city itself is likely to 
follow. The county could prove itself to be a role-model in the area, 
paving the way for similar plans throughout Missouri. 

The proposed smoking ban is by no means unique. Ten states, in-
cluding Massachusetts, California and New York, already have wide-
spread bans in place. State officials claim that their cities have not 
been harmed by the bans and have in some ways benefited, in that 
the air is cleaner.

Clearly, although St. Louis County may see some short-term pit-
falls in the smoking ban, the Indoor Clean Air Act will ultimately be 
beneficial in making the area safer and cleaner. 

Anti-smoking act 
could make area 
safer, cleaner

The Globe was on the news.
Perhaps this is just the fickle na-

ture of the press, that News Chan-
nel Five would take an interest 
in Clayton’s Press Policy. Not for 
the sake of the policy itself, but to 
lengthen a 2-minute segment on 
another school’s press issues.

I refer to the recent events at Col-
linsville High School.  Let me reca-

pitulate 
t h e m : 
S a r a h 
L a w -
r e n c e , 
e d i t o r -
in-chief 
of the 
C o l -
linsville 
Kah o k i , 
decided 
to run 

a personal column that explored 
the ten most disagreeable aspects 
of her school. One such note was: 
“The math department has been 
plagued with some of the worst 
teachers any of us have ever seen.” 
Additionally, Lawrence claimed 
that counseling department was so 
inept, it was necessary to consult 
Edwardsville for information per-
taining to the college process.

The column angered teachers 
and counselors, leading to a mass 
mailing of letters to the editor. 
These letters would be published, 
of course, a fact that unnerved the 
Collinsville principal, who thought 
that the issue had already blown 
sufficiently out of proportion. The 
principal confiscated the subse-
quent issue of the Kahoki until fi-
nals were over. The Kahoki adviser 
resigned from the newspaper in 
protest. Lawrence then created an 
underground newspaper called the 
Tunnel to explore the injustice done 
to her. And News Channel Five 
came to Clayton.

News Channel Five wanted to 
know how the Globe’s Top Dawgs 
felt about the events at Collins-
ville.  Was it a violation of the First 
Amendment to withhold the Kaho-
ki’s April issue?  Of course it was.  
Would such a thing ever happen at 
Clayton? Never.

m
ichellealderson

Taking freedom of the 
press one step too far

Mr. Skillman doesn’t have the 
floor space in his office to accommo-
date 1100 confiscated school news-
papers.  Secondly, our Freedom of 
Press Policy prohibits such an ac-
tion on his part.  Thirdly, the Globe 
has no place for a column such as 
was written by Ms. Lawrence.

News Channel Five, in their 2-
minute segment, very accurately 
relayed extent of  Collinsville’s vio-
lated prerogatives. But nowhere in 
their piece did they mention that 
the article in question was flawed 
on a few levels of its own. It severe-
ly labeled the math, biology and 
counseling departments while also 
criticizing the custodial staff and 
administration. Certain groups of 
students were implicated and ridi-
culed.

But perhaps what bothers me 
most about this column is that it 
proposed no solutions.  It offered 
no evidence of the departments’ 
culpability, except to say that the 
writer herself once called Edwards-
ville for col-
lege advice.  
It employed 
i n c o r r e c t 
g r a m m a r ; 
its tone was 
overly sar-
castic.  In 
the first line 
of her work, 
the writer 
stated: “I 
refuse to 
whine about 
s o m e t h i n g 
that I have never, or will never, 
even attempt to change. I also don’t 
want to dedicate a whole column to 
one petty issue.”

True to her claim, Lawrence 
does not limit her column to ‘one 
petty issue.’  She addresses ten.
Perhaps Collinsville’s young jour-
nalists envy our Freedom of Press 
Policy, a policy that would have 
allowed Ms. Lawrence’s article to 
run without protest.  However, it 
was not the intention of either the 
School Board or the Globe to insti-
tute a policy that would protect 
literary vendettas. Clayton codified 
its Freedom of Press Policy because 

the School Board trusted its stu-
dents to be ethical journalists—to 
report controversial issues in an 
accurate, unbiased and diplomatic 
manner.

We do not rest in the security 
of conformity to protect this right. 
Armed with our policy, Clayton 
has explored such topics as abor-
tion, drunk driving, cocaine usage 
and controversial School Board de-
cisions. We won a Quill & Scroll for 
a political cartoon.

But always, always, always we 
are careful. True to our claim that 
the Globe emulates to the best of its 
ability a professional publication, 
we address each and every issue 
tactfully. We represent both sides. 
Simply put, Ms. Lawrence’s piece 
was far from satisfying the ethos of 
our newspaper.

It is admirable that the Collins-
ville community has gone so far to 
assert its First Amendment rights.  
To some extent, I agree: like Voltaire, 
I am supportive of everyone’s right 

to express 
him/herself.  
But with all 
rights come 
responsibil-
ity, and the 
fact remains 
that this en-
tire debacle, 
a l t h o u g h 
exciting and 
worthy of 
News Chan-
nel Five cov-
erage, could 

have been avoided if Ms. Lawrence 
had recognized the inflamma-
tory quality of her column and re-
phrased herself.

To promote change, one must 
inspire credibility. I propose to Col-
linsville is that their editorial staff 
devises a method of peer review, 
which would hopefully avert any 
instances wherein the writer could 
inadvertently come off as offensive 
or quarrelsome. Perhaps by estab-
lishing a tradition of professional-
ism in their writing, Collinsville 
can inspire their administration’s 
trust and establish a Freedom of 
Press Policy of their own.

My experiences at Clayton High 
School are some of my earliest 
memories. I have always felt safe 
here due to the fact that my father 
was never too far behind. 

I remember holding his hand, 
walking down the halls barefoot 
attracting attention wherever I 
went. I remember going to classes 

with him 
and being 
p a s s e d 
a r o u n d 
by his stu-
dents as 
if I were 
s o m e 
baby doll. 
I remem-
ber look-
ing up at 
the big 

pictures in the hallway wondering 
where those people went and what 
they were doing now. Even though 
those people left, my dad never 
did. 

Going to high school was never 
a concern for me, rather something 
to look forward to. I could not wait 
to actually attend school in the place 
my father had exposed me to on a 
regular basis. I have heard many 
sympathetic comments from my 
peers about having to go to school 
with my father, but in all honesty, 
I wouldn’t have had it any other 
way. With my father here, I had 
instant transportation, free lunch 
at my disposal, the inside scoop on 
school events and not to mention a 
living, breathing ATM machine. 

Those are the superficial things 
I tell myself when I question why 
I enjoy his presence so much. In all 
actuality, I enjoy his presence here 
because I feel safe.

Once when I was younger, I 
was at some faculty party in the 
old ugly commons (now known as 
the math wing). I decided to leave 
my dad, who I believe was in deep 
conversation with Mr. Hugo; and 
wander the school. 

I went up the dark steps to the 
scary second floor. I walked around 
a bit and ended up in front of the 
counseling office. I heard some-

thing down the dark hallway and 
couldn’t move. I was extremely 
frightened. I wanted to cry, but 
before tears even rolled down 
my cheeks, my father appeared, 
reached for my hand and warned 
me to never run off again.

On 9-11,  when all of my peers 
were calling their parents trying 
to understand what was going on, 
I just walked down the hall to my 
father’s office, and he looked at me 
and I looked at him.  There was 
some comment made about how 
bad it was, and that was it. I have 
never felt so safe at school than I 
did on that day. 

Bad grades never felt so bad af-
ter going to my dad’s office to talk 
about it. Sad days never felt so sad 
with my father there to cheer me 
up.

I have attended 10 bonfires, not 
including four of my own. I re-
member the batmobile, the big ra-
dio station van parked on the side 
of the quad, the teachers’ mini-bi-
cycle race by 
Stuber gym. I 
know the ins 
and outs of the 
ceremony. 

I witnessed 
the destruc-
tion of the 
beloved an-
nex, the place 
where my fa-
ther played 
basketball on 
the weekends, 
where he lift-
ed weights 
throughout the 
day, where my 
mother con-
ducted cheerleading practices, and 
my sister and I went on our amaz-
ing adventures. 

Stuber Gym was where I 
watched my father coach basket-
ball, the sport I never liked. I re-
member during halftime I would 
pathetically attempt to make a bas-
ket or schmooze with the older kids 
working in the concession stand. 

A week ago, I ran my final race. 
I think I was ready for the season 

to be over, but I still cried. I cried 
because for four years, my father 
and I have bickered over working 
out in the off-season, and argued 
over the proper position to receive 
a baton. Those fights are over. That 
look of complete satisfaction after 
doing well in a race is gone forever. 
I didn’t want that to be over.

For 15 years, I have seen my 
father put on his cap and gown. I 
have seen eight classes walk across 
a gym floor to receive their diplo-
mas. I have heard eight sets of 
graduation speeches; I have seen 
the same two teachers read names. 
I have seen eight sets of sad, scared 
and excited faces and never once 
did I believe that one day soon, that 
will be me. That person, who will 
walk across a gym floor to receive a 
diploma, read a graduation speech 
and shake the hand of one of the 
same two teachers who read names 
every year. 

Next year will be the first time 
my father has not been entirely ac-

cessible to 
me. I will 
no longer 
be able 
to walk 
across the 
hall to 
ask him 
for lunch 
money, or 
even sim-
ply just 
say hello. 
I will be 
thousands 
of miles 
away in a 
complete-
ly different 

time zone on a completely different 
schedule. This will be the first time 
I have ever truly been separated 
from my father; the man who I ar-
gue with every day, the man who 
took me everywhere, the man who 
makes me feel safe. I always thought 
Clayton High School would be 
somewhere in my daily routine for 
the rest of my life. I never realized 
until now how quickly time passes, 
people grow and things change.

shataraford

“

”

I have heard many 
sympathetic comments 
from my peers about 
having to go to school 
with my father, but in all 
honesty, I wouldnʼt have 
had it any other way.

“

”

I am supportive of 
eveyoneʼs right to ex-
press him/herself, but 
with all rights come 
responsibility.

Learning to live without dad
One college-bound student must learn a new sort of  independence.

michelle alderson

agree 85% 
disagree 15%

staffeditorial
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Life outside 
the beloved 
bubble

In my last journey through the 
pages of high school literature, I ac-
companied Siddhartha on his path 
through life. As he traveled, Sid-

dhartha 
encoun-
t e r e d 
s a g e s , 
r o c k s , 
r i v e r s , 
p r o s -
t i t u t e s 
a n d 
m o r e , 
and per-
haps his 
greatest 

talent, was Siddhartha’s ability to 
learn something from each and ev-
ery one of his encounters. Through-
out my path, though not as far, high 
and low as Siddhartha’s, I too have 
had many encounters. Although 
the rocks, prostitutes and rivers 
have much to offer, it was the sages 
– the teachers – who taught me the 

I feel incredibly nostalgic.  At the 
beginning of senior year, I couldn’t 
wait to go to college.  
The days seemed to 
drag on.  Now they are 
going by too quickly.

I’m excited for what 
the future holds, but 
afraid to so totally 
leave my past behind.  
Next year everything 
will be different; in 
many ways, next year 
is the beginning of the 
rest of my life. 

Other than these comments, I 
would like to be able to impart some 
profound wisdom to all of you still 
left at Clayton- but I can’t think of 
anything really 
cool to say.

Actually, I 
haven’t thought 
about really re-
flecting on my 
high school ex-
perience.  I’ve 
been incredible 
busy lately just 
trying to live 
every moment, 
enjoy every 
moment.   I’m 
trying to build 
up a lifetime of 
memories in these last few days at 
Clayton.  I want to remember every 
little thing and everyone.   

Sitting here in the cottage, dur-
ing my last Globe deadline I’m re-
alizing just how much I’m going to 
miss the late nights in the cottage; 
the stress of trying to finish pages 
and stories during the last nights of 

Graduation.  The final chapter of our child-
hood draws to a close as we embark on the jour-
ney to independence, to responsibility.  How 
slowly twelve years pass while sitting in a class-
room daydreaming of summer vacation.  How 
quickly twelve years pass after we close the last 
test booklet, stride across the stage to accept the 
rolled up diploma.  The saying “time waits for 
no man” rings clearer now, as we race against 
the inevitable departures to exchange one more 
phone-number, say one last goodbye.  But not 
yet.  For now is the time when we reminisce of 
the past are still full of the optimism of youth, 
when regret still has the chance to be rectified 
and the future looms as a blank canvas awaiting 
the first strokes of tomorrow.  

High school proves daunting to the most in-
trepid soul.  The teenage years are harder than 
most rebelling adolescents would like their 

elders to believe.  
More than the 
physical changes 
are the psycho-
logical awakenings 
that force one to re-
evaluate the black-
and-white world 
of one’s formative 
years.  Parents be-
come mortals who 
are capable of mis-
takes and errors in 

judgment.  Friendships are lost and gained as 
our interests and personalities change. School 
further contributes to stress as deadlines and ex-
ams quickly enter into the daily vocabulary.  A 
thesaurus is almost necessary for variations on 
the word “busy.”  All at once, the world shrinks 
a bit as one’s immersion into academia and the 
social hub around classes form a bubble around 
outside events.  Here, one may speak of the 
“Clayton bubble”, but the edge can extend as far 
as a sports game outside St. Louis or as close as 
the nearest clique.

Outside the bubble, life-altering events are 
also capable of turning one’s perspective upside 
down in four years.  The world we often find, 
changes too.  No doubt everyone in the gradu-
ating class of 2005 will remember where they 
were when the Twin Towers fell on the 11th of 
September. My class will also be defined by the 
president that oversaw the nation and his subse-
quent re-election.  By the sports teams that made 
it oh-so-close to winning everything, as well as 
by those that never even began the season.  The 
War in Iraq is a more tangible event than when 
military action was first declared.  After all, most 
of us are now old enough to volunteer for active 
service, to be drafted if one should occur.  Clay-
ton students have also experienced controversy 
in the form of last year’s football debacle as well 
as the protests surrounding the end of the De-
Segregation program.  All of this reinforces the 
feeling of responsibility, reminds us of the matu-
rity first shouldered four years ago.  

Perhaps that is why letting go is so difficult 
to do.  We say that we have prepared for this 
moment forever; that we can’t wait to leave the 
sheltered and sometimes claustrophobic envi-
ronment that is high school.  But somewhere, 
there is another voice that becomes ever louder 
as the summer nears, and the finishing touches 
are placed on four years of development and 
learning.  Are we ready to shoulder the respon-
sibility that comes with independence?  Away 
from the safety net of family and friends, will 
we fall as we take our first steps to adulthood? If 
we do, will we be able to pick ourselves up and 
try again?  It is easy to hide behind the past, nev-
er going anywhere for fear of making the same 
mistakes.  Yet, the phrase “growing pains” is an 
appropriate moniker for the process of maturity.  
Sloughing off past illusions and coming to terms 
with our own faults and strengths is indeed a 
slow and difficult process.  There is no shortcut 
to bypass all the struggles of maturity, only a 
motto for ensuring that the experience is fruitful 
and significant: Carpe Diem, Carpe Diem, Carpe 
Diem.  Don’t dwell too long on the past, don’t 
pine so much for the future, but live in the pres-
ent, the now, the moment.

In the center of our Captain El-
ementary School graduation, we 
budding Wydowners sang what 
has to be one of the most nauseat-
ingly cheesy songs ever composed. 

“Passages of Time” contained 
s u c h 
creative 
l y r i c s 
( f o u n d 
b y 
Google 
on an 
obscure 
c o r n e r 
of the 
I n t e r -
n e t ) , 
perfect-

ly befitting such a major leap from 
the fifth to sixth grade, as “Time 
has a way of bringing changes / 
And places never seen before, / So 
we’re standing in this hallway... / 
Looking at this new door... / Some-
thing says we’re ready... for what’s 
on the other side / So it’s time to 
throw that door... open wide...”

So began middle school, what 

ivannayang

deadline. I’m going to miss the hot, 
smelly loud noise of the cottage.  

I’m going to miss the 
juniors, who I got to 
know really well while 
working on the Globe 
staff.   

I’m going to miss 
all of the people who 
I became good friends 
with this year.  

I’m going to miss 
coming early to school 
and sitting with Re-
bekah.  We always said 

we were going to study, but I just 
couldn’t seem to keep my mouth 
shut.  I want to truly apologize to 
Rebekah for never allowing her to 

study.
I ’ m 

going to 
miss go-
ing out 
to break-
fast with 
Joanna.  I 
will re-
m e m b e r 
the nu-
m e r o u s 
times I 
e m b a r -
rassed her 
by danc-

ing in the grocery store and not 
properly pronouncing my “r’s”.  I 
refuse to apologize for embarrass-
ing you Joanna because you still 
owe me a big bag of candy.

 I’m going to miss making a fool 
of myself in Stat class because I’ve 
loudly said the wrong answer or 
asked a dumb question.  I’ve got 

to say I’m glad that Mr. Moody has 
not failed me because of my bad 
helicopter dropping.  I’ve also got 
to say sorry to Sarah for constantly 
making fun of her, during Stat, for 
her very huge handwriting.  Speak-
ing of Shumways, I’d also like to 
apologize to Annalise for mak-
ing her drive around in my sweat 
smelling car.

If you’re reading this, your prob-
ably thinking: “Why is she talk-
ing about all of these really stupid 
things?”  The thing is, the small, 
silly things are what I’m going to 
remember forever.  They seem to be 
the things that stick with me.   They 

corilefkow
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make me feel like I’ve lived every-
day to its fullest.

I’ve written all of this hoping 
that this small reflection would 
help me come up with something 
profound to say- but it hasn’t. 

All I really can think to say is 
“Thanks.”  Thanks to all of my 
friends who have put up with all 
of my quirky habits.  Thanks to all 
of the teachers I’ve had who have 
taught me so much about school 
topics and myself.  All of you have 
helped me become a confident indi-
vidual who will be able to face any 
challenges that college and the rest 
of my life throw at me.  Thanks.

most. From my co-workers at Sub-
way to those who have enslaved 
themselves to the third floor of 1 
Mark Twain Circle, each one has 
offered me something, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to say 
thank you.

Thank you for teaching me the 
psychological tool of reframing. When 
cutting a sub, an artist can either cut 
along the side facing him or herself, 
or he or she can cut along the side 
facing the customer. Just the same, 
when something is bothering you, if 
you look at it from a different angle or 
from someone else’s shoes, it just might 
make sense.

Thank you to those of you 
whose claim to fame and non-geek-
hood is that your office used to be 
the commons. Thank you for your 
zeal for a subject un-zeal-ful, your 
appreciation for eighty’s music and 
your legitimate concern and realiza-
tion that students are in fact people 
– no, we aren’t number crunching, 

data storage machines – yes, we do 
have emotions, thoughts, curiosi-
ties.

Thank you for teaching me the se-
crets of the broom. When sweeping the 
floor, a small broom sometimes does the 
job better than a large one. Addition-
ally, soft gentle strokes will often do the 
job better than tough aggressive ones. 
Think about it. It’s deep.

Thank you to those of you who 
often have difficulties functioning 
in this world because you have ac-
cumulated too much time in that 
world – the world of books. Your 
hair, your laugh your individual-
ity, they are all things that we strive 
for.

Thank you for teaching me the ne-
cessity for detail. A correctly made six-
inch sandwich with olives has exactly 
three olives on it – no more, no less. 
Use caution when placing olives on 
sandwiches because Clayton custom-
ers have been known to take their com-
plaints about their subway sandwiches 

isaackatz

to none other than the mayor. Yes, the 
mayor.

Thank you to the slave drivers. 
You know who you are. Although 
it may seem a little harsh to give 
three tests in four days after com-
pletion of the AP exam, in fact it 
isn’t. That kind of diligence, devo-
tion and work ethic makes us better 
in the end. No, actually it doesn’t, 
but thank you anyway.

Thank you to the teacher who 
sees the totality of a student. 

Thank you to the teacher who is 
passionate about his craft. Thank 
you to the teacher who instills and 
awakens that passion in us. 

Thank you to the teacher who 
taught us to question author-
ity. Thank you to the teacher who 
taught us to question at all.

Thank you to the teacher who 
asks ‘are you okay?’ 

And thank you to the teacher who 
taught me to always say, “Thank you, 
have a great day!”

m
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most students – in Clayton and 
elsewhere – nearly unanimously 
would call the worst of the three 
levels of schooling. I don’t know 
what it was and certainly couldn’t 
put it into words – perhaps the pa-
tronizing attitude that it seemed 
was directed towards middle-
schoolers, perhaps the over-as-
sured feeling that we were grown 
up (open campus! graphing calcu-
lators!) – but everyone by eighth 
grade was primed and expectant to 
go to high school.

Only now, seven years after 
entering middle school, four after 
leaving it, do I realize that the song 
sung at elementary school gradua-
tion was not just awfully kitschy, it 
was flat-out wrong: 

Time has a way of bringing 
changes? Was there really any dif-
ference between the fifth grade and 
the sixth? Was there really any dif-
ference from one year to the next? 

Or was each supposed change 
really only superficial, the situa-
tion different on the surface from 
before but always, essentially, the 

same: That is, a change for the point 
of change?

Places never seen before? The 
idea of the Clayton Bubble is a bit 
clichéd, but that doesn’t make it 
any less right; the fact of the matter 
is that few CHS students leave the 
Clayton city limits other than for 
the occasional concert or Cardinals 
game. Of course, that is partly or 
mainly because St. Louis is not, say, 
Chicago or New York; there’s just 
not that much to do in downtown 
St. Louis. But regardless, the “Clay-
ton Bubble” is absolutely present.

Something says we’re ready for 
what’s on the other side? From later 
in the song: Just passages of time 
for keeping the best and leaving 
the rest behind? When the winds 
of change start blowing, bringing 
storms to the soul, never fear: they 
are here to make us grow?

It would be easy to deride and 
disprove each individual line of 
the song. The point, however, is 
that the schmaltzy words that were 
so mistaken seven years ago carry 
new meaning today.

Now, though, graduating from 
high school really does bring chang-
es. Leaving Clayton (and St. Louis) 
means leaving the place where 
we grew up. Entering college will 
mean meeting more new people 
than we ever have or ever will in 
such a short amount of time. 

And almost none of those peo-
ple will know us from earlier; one 
can literally be anyone one wants 
to be in college, as different from 
or as similar to what one was in 
high school. It’s not just college. 
This summer I will be staying in 
Paraguay for two months, part of a 
program by an organization called 
Amigos de las Américas, which for 
four decades has sent high school- 
and college-age students to Latin 
America to promote development 
and cross-cultural exchange. “Plac-
es never seen before.”

So when we graduate soon and 
wear weird hats and weird gowns, 
when we hear graduation speeches 
and receive diplomas the words of 
that fifth-grade song will finally 
ring true. 

Senior ReflectionsSenior Reflections

Are we really ready for the 
independence that comes 

with college?

Lessons learned outside of class

Memories of CHS, unforgettable

5th grade lyrics finally ring true

“

”

Iʼm realizing just how 
much Iʼm going to miss 
the late nights in the 
cottage: the stress of try-
ing to finish stories and 
pages during the last 
nights of deadline.

Senior managing editor Michelle Alderson and senior local editor Sarah 
Shumway goof off at the City Museum while helping hootenanny editor Cori 
Lefkowith with a story she was doing about the museum. This photo was on 
display in the Globe office for the past few months, a symbol of the seniors’ 
playfulness and desire “to get out of jail.” Not all Globe memories were 
made in the cottage.

cori lefkowith
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I have always considered my-
self an emotionally stable person, 
but these past several weeks have 
proved to be the exception. No, I 
am not talking about 
the grueling AP ex-
ams (although I had 
four,) nor am I talking 
about how I managed 
to wrap up the end of 
my high school career. 
Rather, I am speaking 
about how I tried to 
handle the news when I 
realized that one of my 
cousins would soon be 
leaving for Iraq. 

Her name is Becky 
or rather Lieutenant Rebecca Con-
nell. She is a bright, tough and 
spunky 25-year-old who was on 
the National Guard Biathlon Team 
before joining the army at 21. Her 
biathlon experience was fabulous 
and she shot and skied through 
four continents and has been to all 
the alpine resorts that I could only 
dream of. But 9-11 changed all that 
as she was called up for regular 
duty, guarding strategic military 
sites in Montana. After this expe-
rience, she became a true patriot 
and resolved to defend the United 
States no matter what the cost, thus 
switching from the National Guard 
to regular military service.

At the beginning of the school 
year, she was stationed at Fort 
Leonard Wood, about four hours 
from St. Louis. If you ever met her, 
you would never guess that she 
woke up every day at 3:00 a.m. for 
training. You would never think for 
a moment that she could only see 
her family two weeks a year or that 

Senior experiences personal costs of war

If you could see the surface of 
my desk at home, it would be white, 
covered in lead stains and eraser 
dust. But for the past few months, 
my desk has been a rainbow of pa-
pers, of pink and green mechanical 
pencils, of textbooks and novels. 

On my desk I have three differ-
ent guides to America’s best col-
leges, fewer than usual because my 
dad, being a professor, is a walking 
encyclopedia of universities. 

One corner of my desk is taken 
up by my SAT workbooks: one spe-
cializing in the verbal section, one 
in the math, and three comprised 
entirely of practice tests and testing 
strategies. There is not enough time 
in a life to get through all the prob-
lems. And yet I buy every recom-
mended book. 

Since honors classes weren’t 
enough, I’m taking two AP courses 
this year. So if you move aside some 
pieces of loose-leaf you would find 
an AP world history textbook and 
then a larger AP biology textbook. 

If I’m going to receive fives on 
the exams, which of course I must, 
I also have to buy the Princeton Re-
view or CliffNotes supplements to 

my textbooks. My history supple-
ment has a torn white cover with 
red writing; my biology supple-
ment is green and yellow in a 
striped pattern. 

I have a German-English dic-
tionary, a Webster’s dictionary, a 
crossword puzzle dictionary. I have 
a 1500-page monster book entitled 
“Yale Shakespeare: the Complete 
Works.”

 I have floppy disks, and 
newspapers, and the Mis-
souri Constitution. And 
I have the “Who’s Who 
Among American High 
School Students” 2003-
2004 edition, which I paid 
$50 for and which features 
a tiny paragraph on my 
academic achievements. 

Underneath my desk, I 
have a huge, brown, accor-
dion portfolio that I can hardly lift. 
Inside it lives the hundreds of pam-
phlets, arranged alphabetically, 
that I have received from colleges, 
numerous photos of sunny green 
campuses and smiling students. 
Most of the pamphlets have never 
even been opened. 

It’s amazing how many dif-
ferent animals make their homes 
right here in Clayton with us.

This year, there are lots of 
caterpillars in front of my house. 
The past few days, I’ve spent 
time picking them up from the 
sidewalk and setting 
them free on an oak 
tree.

I’ve found a rob-
in’s nest in the tree 
next door. The eggs 
have not hatched 
yet, but I’ve been 
watching the two 
parents avidly hunt-
ing worms in the 
neighboring yards.

There are kestrels 
that live on top of the skyscrap-
ers in Clayton. I’ve seen them 
dive and heard them call.

I found a brown inchworm 
on my computer desk and set it 
free. On Wydown one afternoon, 
I saw a wild turkey, and last 
s u m m e r 
I caught 
and re-
leased lit-
tle peeper 
frogs.

I love 
s e e i n g 
the ani-
mals. So 
here’s my 
advice to 
you:

I t ’ s 
nice out-
side, so 
grab that 
sunscreen and take a walk out-
side.

I think it’s difficult for people 
to appreciate the environment of 
their neighborhoods. There are 
lots of insects outside, caterpil-
lars, bees and there are many 
bird nests with eggs waiting to 
hatch. 

Go on a wildlife safari. Have 
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Benning, GA, and spent six 
weeks learning how to jump 
out of airplanes at 3000 feet 
with 60 pounds of gear and 
somehow land safely with-
out breaking a bone. 

She’s learned how to 
cope with the paratrooper 
instructors being harder on 
her since she is female and 
a soon-to-be platoon lead-
er—she has to be as tough 
as any man. And she has 
struggled with the fact that 
many Americans are against 
the war in Iraq, the mission 
that she has been preparing 
for these past several years.  

After Becky finished her 
paratrooper training, she 
came to visit our family for 
two days. At that time, she 
was not sure how soon she 

would be 
leaving for 
Iraq. But she 
was confi-
dent that 
she would 
know soon. 

It wasn’t 
until she 
started talk-
ing about 
the war that 
everything 
s u d d e n l y 

hit me: I realized that this would be 
one of the last times, if not the last 
time, that I saw her. 

I had forgotten that the Iraqis 
would not see her as the fun-loving 

unlike Hollywood’s James Bond, 
her hands are truly “lethal weap-
ons.” 

Rather, you would be swept 
away by her conta-
gious smile and in-
credible sense of hu-
mor. You would have 
laughed when she 
grudgingly bought a 
chic black party dress 
at the salesperson’s 
coaxing, while mutter-
ing, “I can’t believe I’m 
buying this!” 

Or you would have 
rolled your eyes when 
she made fun of the 

St. Louisans wearing a North Face 
jacket when it was “only” 50 de-
grees outside. (She’s from Mon-
tana.)

Or you would have been put 
to shame 
as she laid 
down in 
our living 
room and 
proceeded 
to do sever-
al hundred 
sit ups and 
then fin-
ished with 
o n e - a r m 
chin-ups. 

B u t 
Becky is 
more than 
meets the 
eye.  For the past year, she has been 
learning how to throw grenades, 
lead a platoon of 30 soldiers, and 
shoot anti-tank missiles. She just 
finished airborne school in Fort 

“

”

Becky is more than 
meets the eye. For the 
past year, she has been 
learning how to throw 
grenades, lead a pla-
toon of 30 soldiers and 
shoot anti-tank missiles. 

and energetic person that I know. 
She was going to be another Ameri-
can uniform, an impersonal target 
that they wanted to shoot at and 
kill if possible. 

Becky’s situation is also unique. 
My grandfather, who lives with us, 
lost his eyes six weeks after D-Day. 
While he has conducted a sightless 
life for 60 years with a cheerful dis-
position, Becky is aware that our 
grandfather has paid a huge price 
for the patriotism he feels. When-
ever she comes to visit us, she feels 
a great kinship to him but also must 
ask herself if she is willing to make 
a similar sacrifice. 

Our family knows about the 
consequences of war first hand and 
there are no illusions that war is not 

Senior Sarah Shumway poses with her cousin, Lieutenant Rebecca Connell. Connell will be departing for Iraq in August.

Over the course of the year, I 
have become a champion test tak-
er. I have perfected what to eat for 
breakfast, what to wear so I’m com-
fortable, how to budget my time on 
the multiple-choice section. 

In the past month, I have taken 
five standardized tests: a five-hour 
SAT; a four-hour ACT; three three-
hour AP tests in English language, 

world history and 
biology. I still have 
three SAT II tests 
coming up, not to 
mention regular 
exams in my non-
AP classes. 

I can’t remember 
a day when I didn’t 
have the obligation 
to study for some-
thing hanging over 
my head. It’s been 

months since my neck hasn’t been 
stiff from the stress of bending over 
an open book. 

I’ve developed calluses where 
my pencil rubs my fingers. I’ve de-
veloped a perpetual headache that 
only Tylenol or a tall caramel Frap-
puccino lite with whipped cream 

rachaelcohen
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As her cousin’s departure to Iraq to serve as an officer 
looms nearer, senior Sarah Shumway copes with the wor-

ries and fears that come with saying goodbye.

you seen any kestrels, wild tur-
key, raccoons, snakes, opossums, 
frogs or foxes in Clayton? Maybe 
not, but you probably have seen 
squirrels, rabbits, butterflies, 
dogs and cats. 

How many different plants 
and animals can 
you find? And how 
many of them can 
you name?

The insects are 
everywhere, in the 
yard, in the house. 
Caterpillars, inch 
worms, bees. 

Instead of slaying 
unsuspecting house 
guests, I suggest you 
employ a cup and a 

newspaper (not this one!) for a 
live capture and release. Keep a 
list and see how many different 
animals you can find.

It would keep you occupied 
this summer.

In addition to appreciating the 
environ-
m e n t , 
you can 
h e l p 
save it.

R e -
cycle pa-
per, alu-
m i n u m 
c a n s , 
a n d 
p l a s -
tic and 
g l a s s 
bottles. 
C u t 
a p a r t 

the plastic that binds six-packs of 
cans so it cannot choke sea-life.

Turn off lights in unoccupied 
rooms; unplug the television 
when not in use. Metal trash cans 
with metal lids are squirrel and 
raccoon-proof.

Little things surely, but if ev-
eryone did them, the environ-
ment would be healthier.

from Starbucks will cure. 
In history class last year, I 

learned the definition of the Puri-
tan work ethic. This year, I experi-
enced the effects of it. America has 
the Puritans to thank for creating 
the American dream, for building 
the cities of the Northeast, for writ-
ing the original rags-to-riches story. 
But thanks to the Puritans, second 
best isn’t good enough and a 4.0 
GPA is nothing special. 

The Puritan work ethic seems 
to manifest itself more and more 
as college approaches. The com-
petitive American mindset drives 
students to prove their worthiness 
by taking more tests than was ever 
imaginable, by loading résumés 
with extracurricular activities, by 
spending hour after precious hour 
in an office with a textbook. 

I don’t think it’s hard to realize 
that there is a flaw in the system. 
Since when can a person’s ability 
to succeed in the real world be cap-
tured by how good of an essay he or 
she can write in 25 minutes? Don’t 
multiple choice tests do a better job 
of analyzing what you don’t know 
than what you do? 

And wouldn’t you think, just 
maybe, that a student’s knowledge 
of biology can be assessed by either 
an AP test or an SAT II? Does it re-
ally make sense for a college to de-
mand both? 

The testing process required for 
competitive college admission has 
become more of an endurance test 
than an assessment of knowledge. 
It is no longer how much do you 
know, but rather how long can you 
hold before burning out. It’s hard 
to imagine, in high school, that at-
tending a top college means work, 
too. College seems more like a 
mythical fantasyland, a reward for 
the torture that juniors and seniors 
subject themselves to. 

In the end, I know I can’t com-
plain. I chose to play the game. I 
have the Puritan work ethic; I set 
impossible standards for myself. 
I don’t know if it’s a mistake. Per-
haps someday I’ll go to a top col-
lege and enter a powerful profes-
sion and change the world. But 
perhaps, if my desk was always 
clean and I settled for second best 
sometimes, I would ultimately be 
just as happy. 

brutal and vicious. Going to Iraq, 
she will be an officer in the First 
Infantry Division and wear the big 
red 1 patch—the same patch my 
grandfather wore as he waded into 
the hell that we now know as D-
Day over 60 years ago.  

They say that war changes ev-
eryone and no one leaves uns-
carred. My grandfather came back 
without his eyes. Becky might not 
necessarily bear a physical wound 
like him but I wonder if she will 
come back as the same jovial, hap-
py person that I know. How will 
she respond to the war situation 
and what psychological scars, if 
any, will she have? 

I was not able to handle this re-
alization for quite some time. But 

now I see that no matter how I react 
to her departure, the situation does 
not change. I think the best thing I 
can do is simply let her know that 
I support what she has been train-
ing for. While she was in St. Louis, 
she bought my sister and I a yellow 
‘Support our Troops’ ribbon to put 
on our car. The ribbon is already 
fading but when I see it, it reminds 
me that life fades as well, for some 
it goes more quickly than others. 

I don’t know what will happen 
to Becky, but I will always remem-
ber all the fabulous times I had with 
her while it lasted. I am grateful that 
I have the opportunity to go shop-
ping, laugh and hang out with her 
before she departs in August. 

I hope I see her again.

Perfection takes its toll
Overachiever contemplates the value of  

hard work and the importance of  happiness.

Take a wildlife 
safari in your 
own backyard

Student takes time to 
appreciate the local 

environment.

“

”

There are kestrels that 
live on top of the sky-
scrapers in Clayton.  
Iʼve seen them dive and 
heard them call.

Junior Caroline Bleeke reads one of her numerous college guides in front of mountains of books and clutter on her 
desk at home. 

photo courtesy of sarah shumway

photo courtesy of caroline bleeke
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It is only rarely that one fi nds 
a book that is both relevant and 
enjoyable; even less frequently 
does such a book have a deep, 
touching message. The fact that 
“The Kite Runner” by Khaled 
Hosseini is all of these goes a long 
way towards understand-
ing why it is one of the 
few books which 
truly merit the 
cliché ‘unput-
downable.’

The book fol-
lows a boy, Amir, 
who comes of age in 
Kabul, Afghanistan 
in the late 1970s.  He 
grows up by the side 
of his father’s servant’s 
son, Hassan.  The two 
boys form a deep if unequal 
bond which is shattered by a 
cowardly betrayal on the part 
of Amir.  

Amir’s actions haunt him as 
he grows older, escapes the coun-
try and moves to America.  Fi-
nally as an adult he returns to Af-
ghanistan in the search of some 
sort of personal redemption for 
his treatment of Hassan.  

One of the most captivating 
aspects of the book is the clear 
picture it provides of life in Af-
ghanistan both in the 1960s and 
70s and later in the past decade.  
Broad sketches of life under the 
monarchy and later under the 
Taliban are fi lled in with intricate 

“Dr. Strangelove or: How I 
Learned to Stop Worrying and 
Love the Bomb” is a fi lm that is as 
strange as its title. This dark come-
dy, directed by the legendary Stan-
ley Kubrick, was released in 1964, 
at the height of the Cold War. Al-
though it is in black and white, “Dr. 
Strangelove” is still relevant today 
in its critique of the government 
and military. 

In the fi lm, Brigadier General 
Jack D. Ripper (Sterling Hayden) 
orders his B-52 bombers to launch 
a surprise nuclear attack on the 

Soviet Union without the permis-
sion of the president of the United 
States, President Merkin Muffl ey 
(Peter Sellers). Once Washing-
ton gets word of these actions the 
president meets in the War Room 
with top military and government 
offi cials including General “Buck” 
Turgidson (George C. Scott) and Dr. 
Strangelove (also Sellers), a top nu-

The only thing heard at last 
year’s dave concert on the lawn of 
the UMB Bank Pavilion was whis-
pers of, “what song was that. I’ve 
never  heard that one before.” The 
Dave Matthews Band released its 
newest album, Stand Up, on May 
10. The puzzled fans had their an-
swer. This album, quite different 
from his previous, featured more 
studio-enhanced sounds and less 
of the gritty acoustic guitar we all 
know from Dave. The newest al-
bum could easily be summed up 
into a word for those who have ap-
preciated DMB’s previous album: 
“interesting.” 

This change from his norm can 
be best explained by new producer 
Mark Batson. Batson helped pro-
duced albums for artists such as 50 
Cent and Eminem. His talent: edit-
ing. Batson created a more clean-
cut sound, unlike the cluttered jam 
sessions we’re used to. Some ap-
preciate the jam sessions, but Bat-
son made a point to cut the excess 
sound and with the studio, create 
a “smoother” form of music not 
heard from the band.

Many think of Matthews’ new 
album as a bit too “poppy” while 
others would enjoy hearing the 

clear scientist. Together, these men 
attempt to stop the insane general’s 
plan and to prevent a nuclear ho-
locaust. 

“Dr. Strangelove” is based off 
Peter George’s novel, “Red Alert”, 
and was originally not intended to 
be a comedy. This is, in fact, one of 
the reasons that “Dr. Strangelove” 
is such a powerful work of satire. 
Although some of the ideas from it 
may seem ridiculous today, many 
of them were widely accepted 
when the movie was released. Dr. 
Strangelove looks as if it could be 
a serious movie and some parts of 
it could easily be taken as a normal 

war drama. And while the opening 
credits of the fi lm explicitly state 
that the characters are completely 
fi ctional, many parallels can be 
drawn between them and histori-
cal fi gures. Even the title character, 
Dr. Strangelove, a German born US 
nuclear scientist, whose right arm 
seems to have a mind of its own 
and is constantly trying to disobey 

same Dave they hear on his pre-
vious albums such as Crash and 
Under the Table and Dreaming, but 
if you want to hear something like 
that, you can buy those CDs and 
listen to them. As a person, Dave 
Matthews is shifting, and so is his 
music. “This album is about love, 
life, God, death and sex,” Matthews 
told The Rolling Stone.

Even though this album isn’t 
like the rest, maybe that’s a good 
thing. No one wants to hear anoth-
er Creed, making the same album 
over and over again, pounding the 
same music into the ground. Dave 
found a new producer to create 
music that he wanted to create at 
this point in his life. For this, he de-
serves praise, not criticism.

Many have heard “American 
Baby” on the radio, and it is one 
of the better songs because of the 
many simple musical lines of each 
instrument brought together to 
make a very full sound. This is 
what Dave Matthews is best known 
for. The introduction to this song, 
which is the track before, is an ex-
cellent two minutes of pseudo-in-
strumental music that again plays 
a very simple “lick” of music and 
plays it over and over again to cre-
ate a unique and pretty sound. For 
a faster paced track, “Hello Again” 

is his best with a drum line resem-
bling “Two Step” and a dirty down-
south tone to it. 

But Dave’s new album isn’t only 
good for the music. After this past 
year playing for “Vote for Change” 
and other promotions that were 
similar, the lyrics in his music are 
attention-grabbing. If you listen 
closely to “Everybody Wake Up” 
and “You Might Die Trying” you 
can hear moving messages, not in 
general, but specifi c to our world 
today.  

Overall, your fi rst reaction to 
this CD will be, “oh, um, ok...” but 
after listening to it a couple times 
through, you will enjoy this new 
album and new sound, especially if 
you listen to it with an open mind 
and a great deal of appreciation 
and respect for Dave Matthews. 
You can most likely catch some of 
the new music on June 1 where he 
will be kicking off his tour again at 
UMB Bank Pavilion. You will be in 
for a treat. 

details.  
Little things such as the climate, 

common foods and smells provide 
a vibrant background to the story.  
Different facets of ordinary 
life, especially kite-fly-
ing com- p e t i -

tions, 
a d d 

fur-

t h e r t o 
the in- terest and 
reality of the book.

The novel also pro-
vides a unique view of the history 
and politics of Afghanistan because 
it comes from the inside (the author 
was born and spent his childhood 

in the country – he later moved 
to the U.S.).  The quiet overthrow 
of the king in the early 1960s, the 
deep anger and hatred of Russia 
emerging from the Soviet Union’s 
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 
and the harsh rule of the Taliban 
are all portrayed from the view-
point of an ordinary civilian. 

 Occasionally the scenes are 
graphic and wrenching, includ-
ing the description of a public 
stoning by the Taliban in the 
middle of a soccer game.

The characters are engaging 
and skillfully drawn, from the 
brave but peaceful Hassan and 

the laudable but tragic Baba to 
the torn, self-deprecating im-

age of Amir himself.  They 
are complex, multi-faceted 
and hold true throughout 

the book.
Surprising and fi t-

ting plot twists are 
sprinkled through-

out the novel and 
climax in a som-

ber but unusu-
ally uplifting 

ending.
The novel is written 

in language that is surpris-
ingly simple given the complex-
ity of the book and the depth of 
its message.  However, this only 
adds to its accessibility and its ul-
timate, striking impression.

rebeccakatz

sophiaagapova

mazirazani

New Dave Matthews Band album 
brings new sound, same charm

The City of Clayton 
Ecology and Environmental Awareness Committee

wants to remind everyone 

RECYCLE,

REUSE.

Please just do it.
It’s easier than you think.

its owner by making the Nazi sa-
lute, can be compared to numerous 
German-born scientists of the time 
including Wernher von Braun. 

Unlike the rudimentary “special 
effects” of Dr. Strangelove, such as 
a model airplane put over footage 
of snow covered mountains taken 
from the air, the acting is superb. 
Each character is perfect down to 
every single motion. With each of 
their unique quirks and conver-
sational styles, it’s nearly impos-
sible to choose a favorite. Among 
the actors, Sellers stands out only 
because his seamless portrayal of 
three characters- Dr. Strangelove, 
Group Captain Lionel Mandrake 
and President Merkin Muffl ey.

It’s nearly impossible to fi nd a 
modern fi lm that compares to or re-
sembles Dr. Strangelove in the least. 
Instead of having obvious jokes or 
including anything even a little 
over the top, “Dr. Strangelove” al-
lows the audience to fi nd humor in 
whatever they choose. At the same 
time, the fi lm proves that it is not 
just for the sake of comedy by rais-
ing serious issues and ideas.  

In the ‘60s, Dr. Strangelove 
gave audiences another perspec-
tive on the Cold War and showed 
how inane the confl ict was and 
highlighted the fact that with a few 
wrong moves, the earth could have 
easily been destroyed with nuclear 
weapons.  Today, apart from pro-
viding a historical record of at-
titudes and ideas of the Cold War 
era, “Dr. Strangelove” allows us 
to refl ect on the issues of both war 
and nuclear weapons while having 
a good laugh.

‘The Kite Runner’ offers 
accurate interpretation of 
Afghani culture

‘Dr. Strangelove’ humor 
makes fi lm one-of-a-kind

Khaled Hosseini’s debut novel provides an insightful glimpse 
of  everyday life in Afghanistan during the twentieth century.

courtesy of www.google.com

courtesy of www.google.com
courtesy of www.amazon.com
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Soccer is a sport which is gaining popularity 
in the United States.  It’s about time; for years 
soccer has been “the world’s game.” Given the 
growing popularity of soccer in the US, it is only 
natural that several soccer themed fi lms have 
or will be released, such as “Bend It like Beck-
ham” and “Kicking and 
Screaming,” which will 
be released this summer.  

Another soccer fi lm 
is “The Game of Their 
Lives.”

“The Game of Their 
Lives” is the story of the 
United States’ 1950 World 
Cup soccer team, which 
defeated the cocky Brit-
ish team in an unparal-
leled upset, even though 
the United States still did 
not win the World Cup.  
The fi lm tells the tale by 
drawing on strong character development.

Perhaps the best aspect of “The Game of 
Their Lives,” for someone raised in St. Louis, is 

Hometown hit shows that soccer truly is the ‘game of their lives’

There are some movies that are made up of a group of 
stories that are somehow interconnected (“Pulp Fiction” is 
a good example).  But few can deal with so many charac-
ters while still keeping the fi lm balanced and stir the emotion 
that it attempts to bring out in the viewer.  Once in a while a 
fi lm comes across that does it all, and “Crash” is one of those 
fi lms.

It is so cool to watch a fi lm that is composed almost com-
pletely of terrifi c actors.  “Crash” boasts a cast that includes 
Sandra Bullock, Brendan Fraser, Don Cheadle, Matt Dillon, 
Thandie Newton and Ryan Philippe.  That’s reason enough 
to go see this movie.

The plot is a series of interwoven stories that go on si-
multaneously.  One involves a cop (Cheadle) who is trying 
to fi nd his brother.  Another is about two men (Larenz Tate 
and Ludacris) who have just carjacked a couple’s (Bullock 
and Fraser) Lincoln Navigator.  A third is about another cou-
ple (Newton and Terrence Dashon Howard) who have been 
wrongly pulled over for being suspected of being behind the 
carjacking.  A fourth story is about one of the men (Dillon) 
who pulled over Newton and Howard who is trying to fi nd 
adequate medical care for his father who is suffering from a 
urinary tract infection.  A fi fth is about Dillon’s partner (Phil-
lippe) who tries to do the right thing and turn in his corrupt 
partner and ends up being a lone cop.  And that’s just some 
of them.

Paul Haggis brings a richly developed script (written by 
himself and Robert Moresco) with such artistry that it be-
comes a masterpiece.  Haggis’ screenplay for “Million Dollar 
Baby” was nominated for an Oscar this past year, and it’s a 
shame that this fi lm came when it did, because it is without 
a doubt that it would have scored many nominations and 
awards had it been released earlier.

The acting is superb from every member of the cast, no 
matter how large or small.  Even the most minor characters 
display a tremendous amount of depth and development.  
Cheadle is an actor whose career has skyrocketed in the re-
cent few months, and his performance in “Crash” is nothing 
short of mesmerizing.  He got an Oscar nomination for his 
performance in the widely acclaimed “Hotel Rwanda,” and 
is quickly reshaping his image of being just a familiar face in 
mainstream fi lms, into an actor.

This is a new type of role for both Bullock and Fraser, both 
of them well-known for Hollywood-ish stereotypical roles.  
Surprisingly, both of them handle their roles well.  Bullock 
starts out as a cruel “rich man’s wife” but then begins to real-
ize what’s really important in life and appreciates what peo-
ple really give her.  Fraser is a high-powered lawyer who is so 
concerned with his self-image that it’s almost as if he and his 
wife see their marriage as a career move, not a mutual love.

the role the city plays in the fi lm.  “The Game 
of Their Lives” focuses on a group of Italian-
Americans who settled on the Hill.  These St. 
Louisians brought their passion for soccer with 
them to America, and played the game as well 
as anyone in the United States.  As a result, they 
ended up making up about half of the World 

Cup Team.  
The development 

of the St. Louis charac-
ters is strong, and it is 
not too diffi cult to keep 
everyone straight de-
spite about a half doz-
en.  However, the other 
half of the team, which 
hailed from snooty East-
Coast roots, seems sort 
of anonymous and in-
signifi cant.  Two excep-
tions are Joe Gatjaens 
(Jimmy Jean-Louis), a 
Haitian with a bright 
and humorous person-

ality, and Walter Bahr, the standout player from 
the East who initially clashes with a few of the 
St. Louis Players, but eventually comes though 

Dillion has never been an actor of great depth and portrays 
a very narrow selection of roles…until now.  Dillon’s charac-
ter is racist and has no respect for anyone, but we learn that 
this is only out of frustration from the poor care his father is 
receiving.  However, he not only treats other people with re-
spect and compassion, but no longer fi ghts for better care for 
his father just to win, but out of care for his father.

Tate is a rather unknown actor, and deserves more rec-
ognition.  Tate’s performance is light-hearted, but deep and 
complex.  He lets us know that there is more to the character 
than he lets out.

Philippe is one of the most interesting actors Hollywood 
has to offer.  It’s a real shame that he is not used more, be-
cause he is one of those actors that is instantly recognizable as 
“that guy from…what was that movie...?”  He has a distinc-
tive snobbish voice, which has worked to his advantage in 
the past.  

Probably his most well-known role was Sebastian Valmont 
in the deliciously wicked “Cruel Intentions,” a role that he 
was absolutely perfect in:  snobby, intelligent, and seductive.  
Here he is only one out of the three.  Philippe’s character is 
young and innocent, and tries to live by the rules, and unlike 
Sebastian Valmont, has compassion for everyone he meets.  
However, he learns that sometimes in order to make good, 
one sometimes has to break the rules.

Probably the best performance in “Crash” is from Michael 
Pena.  He is introduced as a locksmith, and Bullock insults 

‘Crash’ is the perfect mix of great acting and plot

him as a gang member.  We learn that he is a family man, and 
cares for his daughter very much.  His performance is tender 
and caring, and he never gets angry; he always tries to fi nd a 
reasonable solution.

Some parts may make the viewer cry.  Some parts may 
make the viewer laugh.  But the most striking thing about 
this fi lm is that you see both sides to the argument.  For ex-
ample, in one scene, Bullock’s character has just had a gun 
pointed in her face and had her nice SUV stolen.  She’s had 
her locks changed, but she wants to have them changed 
again in the morning, accusing Hispanic bald man changing 
her locks of being a gang member.  Naturally anyone would 
be distraught after what she’s been through.  But we later 
fi nd out that the guy changing the lock is a quite the opposite 
and has to put up with this sort of treatment all the time.  
However, he is indeed from a rough environment, but not 
because he is a gang member.  He is there because he cannot 
afford to live anywhere else.

“Crash” is a feast to the mind and the spirit.  It is power-
ful and thought-provoking, and is one that needs to be dis-
cussed afterwards.  It keeps itself from being overly dramatic 
by sprinkling humor throughout the fi lm.  See it; it’ll be very 
worth your while.

mikegregory

rebeccawall

courtesy of www.thegameoftheirlivesmovie.com

New ‘Star Wars’ ending 
lives up to anticipation
Last installment lives up to viewersʼ expectations.

jackmcclellan

If you’re looking for quality, yet 
reasonably priced Chinese food, 
then the answer is just a call or a 
drive away at Joy Luck Chinese 
Buffet, conveniently located at 8030 
Manchester Road.     

Joy Luck Buffet is a guaranteed 
hit for a party or just a night away 
from spaghetti and meatballs.  
Many coupons and discounts are 
also available.  The service at the 
restaurant was impressive.  I chose 
to order out, and the food came 
faster than any pizza delivery and 
was still hot and steaming.

Our feast began with the appe-
tizers. We ordered a hot and sour 
soup, made up of a variety of veg-
etables as well as fl avorful chicken 
swimming in a bubbling broth, and 
steamy egg rolls as well as zesty 
spring rolls. Joy Luck’s spring rolls 
seem to be fresher than those from 
other restaurants.  

I also decided to try their pot 
stickers.  I have tried both of their 
pot stickers, which come either 
steamed or fried, and have en-
joyed both.  I personally liked the 
steamed pot stickers more because 
when they are fried it seems as if a 
part of the taste has been cooked 
away.  Steamed pot stickers are a 
type of Chinese dumpling which 
has dough covering fresh and 
spiced meat.  

The pot-stickers exceeded my 
expectations in every way. As for 
entrees, Joy Luck has a variety.  I 
was thrilled to see that they had 
warm noodles with sesame sauce.  
The noodles were exceptional and 
almost melted in your mouth.  It 
was the sesame sauce, though, 
that really won my over me over 
though. Then came the good 
stuff—the fried rice.  I decided on a 
combination fried rice that includ-
ed vegetables, eggs, beef, chicken 
as well as shrimp.  As I ate my rice 
and savored each bite, I wished I 
was good enough with chopsticks 
to eat the whole bowl faster. 

The sesame chicken called to me 
as my mouth experienced a sensa-
tion that it would remember for a 
lifetime.  Apart from the luscious 
chicken, I was given the opportu-
nity to feast on the mixed vegetable 
combination that had miniature 
corn, broccoli and carrots as well 
as another dozen vegetables.  With 
my vegetables and my sesame 
chicken as well as my fried rice I 
was in a trancelike state and my 
chopsticks seemed to fl y as I picked 
up the small pieces of art and over-
indulged myself on the beauty be-
fore me. 

I would defi nitely recommend 
Joy Luck Buffet to everyone who 
has a keen desire for exceptional 
food at an exceptional price for the 
quality Joy Luck offers.  Eating at 
Joy aLuck was the highlight of my 
week and I would wish joy and 
luck to all who try it. 

Joy Luck 
Buffet:
excellent 
fare on 
budget
hyrumshumway

I was ready to hate the new Star Wars. Really, 
I was. And yet, I still decided to forgo my home-
work, and my sleep, to see “Revenge of the Sith  
‘ at 12:01 a.m.

I waited all night, anticipation building by 
the minute, drove out to Creve Coeur 12, and 
walked into the movie theatre, prepared to be 
disappointed.

The fi rst thing I saw was Darth Vader coming 
at me (and  here I was, my light-saber at home). 
I took the obligatory cell phone picture, bought 
my popcorn and took my seat. 

The screen went black, and those magical 
words appeared: “A long time ago, in a galaxy 
far, far away…” And for a moment my pessi-
mism seemed just as distant. Oh man, I am see-
ing Star Wars!

The plotline scrawled before me, bringing 
back so many memories of those old Star Wars 
movies that I watched until the tapes broke. The 
camera panned through space, and centered on 
two small ships, fl ying towards an enormous 
battle. 

But that’s just the thing. It was a little too 
enormous. George Lucas seemed to have fallen 
in love with computer animation, and instead of 
helping the movie like it should, it was a hin-
drance. The spaceship fi ght scenes that were so 
amazing in the original fi lms now looked like a 
videogame. 

Granted, a pretty sweet videogame, but a vid-
eogame nonetheless. As Obi-Wan and Anikan 
zoomed around in this digital battle, it seemed 

and is accepted.
In general, “The Game of Their Lives” is 

moderately entertaining.  There are many color-
ful characters that move the plot along nicely.  
At a few moments it is exhilarating to watch, 
particularly the footage of the United States vs. 
Britain match.  This scene is brilliantly shot and, 
as it should be, the height of drama for the fi lm.  
The other matches are also exciting. 

Conversely, however, there are moments 
when the fi lm seems dull, or perhaps worse, 
corny.  One such scene is when the team receives 
their uniforms.  They are presented by a military 
offi cer, and as each player’s name is called, their 
rank in the army (most were WWII veterans) 
was also announced.  This exchange took place 
to patriotic music and billowing American fl ags.  
While it is understandable why this would be 
emotional to the war veteran players, the cin-
ematic translation of the event is very hokey.  It 
seems as though it was thrown in as another ge-
neric patriotic statement, which seem to be man-
datory post 9/11.  

All in all, “The Game of Their Lives” is a 
strong effort.  It is particularly likeable to some-
one who either likes soccer or enjoys actually 
seeing St. Louis in a movie. 

Perhaps the best aspect 
of “The Game of Their 
Lives” is the role the city 
plays in the fi lm.  The 
fi lm focuses on a group 
of Italian-Americans who 
settled on the Hill. ”

“

like my greatest fears were being realized. This, 
the last

Star Wars ever, was not going to live up to 
everything it had to live up to.

Granted, it had a lot to live up to.  At least 
for me.

 As a kid, I was so engrossed in Star Wars 
that I would stage light-saber fi ghts my friends.  
I have now seen all three of the new movies at 
midnight the very fi rst day.  And so when even 
after the fi rst Jedi vs Sith light-saber dual I still 
wasn’t feeling this latest incarnation, I was more 
than worried.

The acting seemed clunky, the special effects 
just weren’t dazzling (mainly because they are 
so commonplace now).  Star Wars had become a 
victim of itself.  The changes in the movie indus-
try that George Lucas ushered in with the release 
of the original movies stole away the magic.  I 
was starting to hate the new Star Wars.

But then, as my eyes were struggling to stay 
open at the late hour, something happened.  I 
am not sure what, but the movie started to turn.  
It was becoming awesome.  Hayden Christian-
sen started to pick up the slack.  The transition 
into Darth Vader, which I had been anticipating 
since that fateful day I fi rst heard “Luke, I am 
your father” was coming to life before my eyes.  
When Anakin chopped off the arm of Samuel L. 
Jackson’s character Mace Windu, I was on the 
edge of my seat.  This was awesome!

Christiansen did a superb job of going nuts.  
As he chops through the leaders of the separat-
ist movement and children alike, the makings of 
what will become the villain we know so well 

are all there.  The anger, the violence, even that 
cool force-choking thing.

The end of this movie is well worth the be-
ginning.  And then some.  Jedi are hunted down, 
fi ghting is everywhere, and the surreal battles 
at the Jedi temple are a throw back to the glory 
days.

The highlight of the movie is without a doubt 
the two battles at the end.  Jedi vs. Sith.  Obi-
Wan battling the recently named Darth Vader.  I 
won’t go into all the details.  You have to see this 
one for yourself. 

The movie then shows the transformation of 
Anakin into Vader, turning the young man into 
the machine that we have seen before.  As the 
camera sits over Vader’s recently placed mask, 
he takes in his fi rst rasping breath synonymous 
with is name.  Someone in the theatre laughed.  I 
was no longer ready to hate the new StarWars.  I 
was now ready to hate whoever just laughed.was now ready to hate whoever just laughed.

courtesy of www.crashfi lm.com

courtesy of www.imdb.com

Fast Facts
‘Star Wars: Episode IV - A New 
Hope’ (1977) won six Oscars.
‘Star Wars: Episode V - The Empire 
Strikes Back’ (1980) won an Oscar 
for Best Sound.
‘Star Wars: Episode VI - Return of 
the Jedi’ (1983) won a People’s 
Choice Award for Favorite Motion 
Picture.
‘Star Wars: Episode I - The Phantom 
Menace’ (1999) won an MTV Mov-
ie Award for Best Action Sequence.
‘Star Wars: Episode II - Attack of the 
Clones’ (2002) won an MTV Movie 
Award for Best Fight between Yoda 
and Christopher Lee.
‘Star Wars: Episode III - Revenge 
of the Sith’ (2005) starred Hayden 
Christensen, Ewan McGregor, and 
Natalie Portman.
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Björk- “Vespertine” (2001)

This album came out right at the beginning of my 
freshman year, and its timing could not have been 
more appropriate. Bjork’s soothing mix of electronic 
clicks, shimmering music boxes and fantasy-world 
aesthetics were like a warm blanket I could bury my-
self in when life became too stressful. When Bjork 
sang “It’s not meant to be a strife/ It’s not meant 
to be a struggle uphill,” I took it to heart and felt a 
whole lot better. When I listen to “Vespertine” now, 
I revisit the giddily daunting feeling of having four 
years of high school ahead of me. For me, it’s the 
sound of my own potential.

Neil Young- “On the Beach” (1974)

“On the Beach” used to be one of the “missing 
six,” the six Neil Young albums that had never been 
released on CD. That changed in 2003, when four 
of the six albums, including “On the Beach,” were 
fi nally given proper CD releases. However, when I 
was a freshman, in order to hear “On the Beach,” I 
had to download mp3s ripped from a scratchy vinyl 
copy. Despite the poor fi delity of the recordings, I 
could tell that it was Young’s best and most emotion-
ally resonant album (save, perhaps, “Tonight’s the 
Night”). Young spoke for me when he sang “Though 
my problems are meaningless, that don’t make them 
go away” on the title track. Alternately depressing 
and uplifting, “On the Beach” is a low-key blues/
rock/folk masterpiece, and since it’s available on CD 
now, you have no excuse for not owning it.

Pixies- “Doolittle” (1989)

I consider the fi rst time I listened to “Doolittle,” 
the greatest of all rock albums, one of the defi ning 
moments of my high school career. It was spring 
break of freshman year, and I was in Miami, sitting 
on my dad’s friend Tim’s sofa with my discman and 
headphones on. I popped in my just-purchased copy 
of “Doolittle” while thumbing through the morbidly 
beautiful CD booklet, expecting to be impressed. 
What I heard more than impressed me. From the 
opening bassline of “Debaser” to the fi nal violent 
chords of “Gouge Away,” Frank Black’s twisted sur-
realistic pop songs turned my fragile mind inside 
out, sliced it into a hundred pieces and re-assembled 
it totally out of order. Though I have since brought 
myself to listen to music that was not made the Pix-
ies, I’ve never completely gotten over “Doolittle.”

Wu-Tang Clan- “Enter the Wu-Tang: 36 Cham-
bers” (1993)

This was the fi rst  rap album I ever obsessed 
over. The RZA’s spooky, atmospheric beats and the 
cinematic lyrical virtuosity of Ghostface, Raekwon, 
Method Man and the rest of the Clan were endlessly 
fascinating. Once I memorized the between-song 
skits, I realized it was serious. “Enter the Wu-Tang” 
sent me on a quest through the intimidating clutter 
of Wu-Tang solo projects, but, thus far, I have yet to 
encounter anything that touches the original. Plus, 
geometry homework is infi nitely more hardcore with 
“Enter the Wu-Tang” playing in the background.

Blur- “The Great Escape” (1995)

This album, from the peak of Blur’s “superstars-
in-Britain, unknown-in-America” days, unwittingly 
became the soundtrack to my early days of driving. 
Blur’s tales of British upper-class ennui like the high-
strung “Stereotypes,” the anthemic “Country House” 
and the cosmic lounge lullaby “The Universal” bring 
back nights of driving around with my friends just 
because I could, being slightly nervous about getting 
on the highway, and that girl at Mallory Nezam’s 
party whose number I got but never called because I 
was too shy. Sigh.

 
Architecture in Helsinki aren’t just any Australia-based 

pop octet.  This mellow, yet ostentatious group has, in the 
past, produced songs that sound quite similar to many of 
the tracks on The Fiery Furnaces’ “.Blueberry Boat.”  Al-
though the band may sound similar, Architecture in Hel-
sinki are even more creative in their nuances and songs. 
After listening to Architecture in Helsinki’s latest release, 
“In Case We Die,” the previous statement holds even more 
truth. The amazing thought and care put into every track 
on the album add immensely to the group’s essential feel.
 On Architecture in Helsinki’s, “In Case We Die” all 
eight members employ a sharply tuned sensibility to create 
lighthearted melodies that have the ability to astonish as well 
as amuse. “In Case We Die” possesses a professional quality 
to it that has to be either welcomed, or forgotten, depending 
on the outlook of the listener. Each song on the album has 
the amazing ability to present itself as completely separate 
from its neighboring tracks with each song having a different 
theme and sound.  It is in abilities, such as the ones previ-
ously mentioned, that the true essence of “In Case We Die” 
prevails.  

 An advantage of “In Case We Die” over Architecture 
in Helsinki’s previous outings is that it is more accessible to 
listeners.  The tracks are less complicated and oblique, which 

Soundtrack to high school
Guided by Voices- “Bee Thousand” (1994)

I bought this album during rehearsals for “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” in tenth grade. Based on what I had 
read, I expected a bunch of short, amateurishly-recorded 
songs with pop melodies and nonsensical lyrics. That was 
exactly what I got. However, no verbal description can ac-
curately express what makes the 20 miniatures on “Bee 
Thousand” so special. To me, it sounded like a demo made 
by the great lost garage band of the seventies, encased in a 
cloud of mystery by its lo-fi  production. For the rest of the 
fall play rehearsals, I would walk around singing Guided 
by Voices songs like “The Goldheart Mountaintop Queen 
Directory” and “Gold Star For Robot Boy.” I got a lot of 
weird looks, but I honestly didn’t care. “Bee Thousand” 
made me comfortable with my own weirdness.

Charles Mingus- “The Black Saint and the Sinner 
Lady” (1962)

Ever since I discovered it in tenth grade, “The Black Saint 
and the Sinner Lady” has been the end-all-be-all of jazz for 
me. Mingus’s epic masterpiece has it all: heart-wrenching 
recurring melodic themes, moaning sax, apocalyptic big-
band arrangements, fl amenco interludes, and much more. 
There are many albums I admire for their complexity but 
rarely listen to. “Black Saint” is very complex, yet it never 
sacrifi ces its listenablility. The album is a cathartic em-
bodiment of the pain and jubilation that characterize Af-
rican American history, and not a word is spoken or sung 
throughout it. It may be the most powerful record I’ve ever 
heard. Seriously.

Bob Dylan- “New Morning” (1970)

This quiet, unassuming Bob Dylan album became the 
mos played record of my junior year, probably because it 
possesses the same “warm blanket” feeling as “Vesper-
tine.”  Songs like the country-ish, barely-there “If Not For 
You” and the feel-good classic “The Man in Me” exude a 
warmth not found on any other Dylan record. Below its 
friendly surface, “New Morning” is also one of Dylan’s 
more adventurous albums; on “If Dogs Run Free,” he 
spouts beatnik poetry over mellow jazz, and on “Three 
Angels” he experiments with religious imagery. “New 
Morning” helped keep me sane through the most stressful 
year of my high school career.

The Strokes- “Room on Fire” (2003)

By improving on The Strokes’ seemingly unimprovable 
debut “Is This It?,” “Room on Fire” became the ultimate 
hype-justifi er. If “New Morning” was the album I played 
the most my junior year, then “Room on Fire” was a very 
close second. Singer/songwriter Julian Casablancas’s 
melodies were effortlessly catchy, and the dual guitars fi t 
together like pieces of a puzzle. “Room on Fire” is the very 
defi nition of a “well-crafted” rock album. However, its me-
ticulous construction doesn’t take away from the Strokes’ 
raw urgency. In 2003, everything else just seemed lazy by 
comparison.

M83- “Dead Cities, Red Seas, and Lost Ghosts” (2003)

 This album of dense synthesizer tapestries and 
mechanical beats was the soundtrack to spring break of my 
junior year, when I visited colleges in New York (which, 
coincidentally, was the time I mentally checked out of high 
school).  I bought “Dead Cities. . .” at the Virgin Megastore 
in Times Square and listened to it constantly thoughout 
my visit.  Thus, “Dead Cities. . .” has become the music I 
associate with New York City, where I will spend the next 
four years.  More that that, however, this music represents 
everything that lies beyond high school for me.  It’s also 
absolutely gorgeuous.

Retiring arts editor refl ects on the ten albums which were his anthems.
sambakken

 Architecture in Helsinki astonishes, amuses
is oddly a tremendous improvement on the band’s part.  Also, 
Architecture in Helsinki, along with their more professional-
sounding tracks and lyrics, suggest a more mature sound on 
“In Case We Die.” This quality is especially apparent on tracks 
such as ‘Tiny Paintings,’ and ‘Do the Whirlwind’.  While 
some of these changes to Architecture in Helsinki’s approach 
and image are quite different, “In Case We Die” proves to be 
a wondrous work, bringing new surprises with every turn.
 Although the group has changed in style with its 
newest outing, Architecture in Helsinki’s innocence and in-
experience have in great part been reinstated with an offbeat 
type of assurance that is extremely successful in surprising 
listeners.  “In Case We Die” makes great use of an irresistible 
allure, which is possibly the goal of all eight members of Ar-
chitecture in Helsinki. On especially enthusiastic tracks, like 
the devastatingly charming, “It’s 5!” or the psychedelic feel-
ing of “Do the Whirlwind,” the true charisma of Architecture 
in Helsinki shines through.

 Putting aside the differences from Architecture in 
Helsinki’s previous ventures, “In Case We Die” is a delightful 
listen.  Using miniscule technology and having a light-heart-
ed air about them, Architecture in Helsinki have developed a 
naïve image all their own. 

racheldickens

courtesy of www.cokemachineglow.com

Architecture in Helsinki’s eight members play instruments such as the recorder and glockenspiel.  

all photos courtesy of www.amazon.com
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hootenanny

With Clayton and Ladue com-
bining summer schools this coming 
summer, Clayton has begun to pre-
pare for the incoming barbarians. 
Residents refuse to be ambushed 
by mangy Laduers. Clayton has 
taken up arms.

The school board, along with 
the help 
of parents 
d i s t r i c t -
wide and 
L a d u e -
haters na-
tion-wide, 
have de-
cided to 
c o m b a t 
this idea 
with the 
Clayton Is 
N u m b e r 
One and 
Ladue Is 
N u m b e r 
Two pro-
gram. 

Across 
the district, people have begun 
preparing for the beginning of the 
summer school sessions by not 
only bracing themselves physical-
ly, but mentally as well.

“We refuse to be number two to 
those sheep,” Clayton mother Jane 
Thomson said. “It’s simply unac-

 I was really disappointed that I forgot to get my col-
umn in last month. It was April, and everyone knows 
what that means...yes, my last name, and my humor 
column would have matched with the month. For me 
this would have been almost as good as matching or-

ange with blue, and 
then adding yellow 
because that’s a real 
pretty color.  
     I could have 
made all kinds of 
ironic remarks that 
would have been re-
ally funny about the 

situation but since I am 
still on Costa Rica time 
and missed the dead-
line, I’ll have to think 

of something else to do for this, my last April’s Fools 
for the Globe. I would like to 
thank all of my loyal men-
tal patients and the senior 
citizens who were just 
looking for coupons. 

Instead of making 
funny puns about 
my name and the 
month and the col-
umn’s name, this 
last April’s Fools 
will be  a classic one 
devoted to a disease 
at CHS commonly 
referred to as “se-
nioritis.”

 As most every-
one at CHS knows, 
and especially the 
seniors know, se-
nioritis is a dis-
ease that directly 
affects the ambi-
tion of seniors in 
high school. 

Many ba-
sic motor func-
tions, such as 
movement from 
one class to the 
other, fi lling in 
blank spaces 
on homework, 
even sometimes 
staying awake, 
disappear com-
pletely during 
the time between 
the start of senior 
year and the end of 
senior year. The condition can 
also be worsened after a senior is accepted into college 
or opts not to go to college. 

I too was greatly affected by this disease. I decided 
to leave the USA and head for the country of Costa 
Rica in Central America to try to fi nd a cure. And to 
my shock, I found the cure; it does exist. I traveled 
through jungles, rainforests, and nice sunny beaches 
until I came across the cure. 

In the USA it takes a very long time to have a new 
drug approved by the FDA, but here you can sell what-
ever drug you would like at any time, except illegal 
drugs, those can only be purchased in the park on days 
when the sky is blue. 

A Costa Rican Pharmaceutical company has created 
a new pill called the Everything pill. Because the ev-
erything pill can do everything, people are using it to 
cure senioritis. 

I recently had the chance to interview the creator of 
the everything pill and our conversation went some-
thing like this. 

Q: What does the everything pill do?
A: Everything.

Q: Is there anything that it won’t do?
A: No, it will do everything.

Q: Since this pill does everything, will it end up do-
ing things that I don´t want done to me?

A: No, the pill does everything you want it to do. 
it will not give you mad cow disease or force you to 
watch re runs of “Full House.”

Q: Could this pill 
be used to make the 
Cubs win the World 

Series?
A: No, it´s the 

everything pill, 
not the miracle 
pill.

Q: Will this pill 
cure senioritis and 
give me space 
fi ller for the hu-
mor page of the 
Globe?

A: Yes, it does 
everything.

Q: Will this pill 
get people to start 
reading my humor 
columns?

A: That is 
kind of the same 
thing I said about 
the Cubs and the 
World Series.

Q: Where can 
your everday fel-
low purchase ev-
erything pills?

A: Everything 
Pills can be pur-
chased at any local 
drug store in Costa 
Rica.

Q: When will 
people be able to buy ev-

erything pills in the USA.
A: Due to FDA regulations, the time that it takes 

for approval, and other rules corresponding to section 
13.654 of FDA and QXZ regulations Everything Pills 
will not be sold in the USA. Although, we are currently 
working on a milder version to market in the U.S. as 
an over the counter pill, it will be called the Something 
Pill. The Pill won´t do everything, but it will do Some-
thing. You may not be able to determine exactly which 
thing this pill will actually do, so you will have to be 
used with caution.

Wow, the April`s Fool: that was almost funny. 

by Sam April
“That was almost funny.”

ceptable. To make sure this doesn’t 
happen, I’ve placed my child under 
a strict academic regimen consist-
ing of a private tutor fl own in from 
China. All of my neighbors and fel-
low Claytonites are taking similar 
measures.”

Students, parents, and teach-
ers alike are willing to go to great 
lengths, doing whatever it takes 

to make 
sure that 
the Grey-
hounds re-
main at the 
top of the 
heap.

“ I 
h a v e n ’ t 
slept in 
four days,” 
sophomore 
Bob Smith 
said. 

S m i t h 
was unable 
to complete 
the inter-
view due 
to slipping 

into an untimely slumber.
Throughout the district, Clay-

tonites are preparing the Bubble for 
war, arming it with enough sup-
plies to keep everyone going for 
months. 

Some are worried about being 
cut off from the world for great 

rachelharris lengths of time, but their qualms 
are only silenced by their pure love 
for the Greyhounds and hatred for 
the Rams.

“Those guys are done for as far 
as I’m concerned,” senior Martha 
Jones said. “I mean, we won the 
state title in football didn’t we? 
That just says it all. We are smarter, 
faster, and much prettier, of course. 
What more is there to say?”

The entire Bubble has the same 
sentiments. Spirits are high and ev-
eryone’s ready for a good fi ght.

“It’s time for us all to hunker 
down and put our game faces on,” 
head basketball coach Tim Brown 
said. “If we lose it now, we may 
never recover. It’s best to stay on 
top of things and be quick and con-
cise with our moves, planning ev-
erything we do down to a T.”

The entire Clayton community 
is pitching in. Art teachers are mix-
ing various shades of war paint, 
kindergarteners are baking good 
luck-cookies, high schoolers are 
writing a war cry, middle schoolers 
are beautifying the Bubble, teach-
ers are planning methods of attack 
and defense, women are building 
watch towers, and men are attack-
proofi ng the Bubble.

At this rate, the Rams, or lambs, 
don’t stand a chance against the 
mighty Greyhounds.

“Let’s get ‘em,” three-year-old 
Jack Williams cheered. 

Cure for senioritis 
found in Costa Rica

Residents of Clayton 
bubble fortify against 
looming Ladue invasion 

Status Quo by Alex Ferguson

A Little Sketchy by Tristan Hummel

“

”

Across the district, 
people have begun 
preparing for the be-
ginning of the summer 
school sessions by not 
only bracing themselves 
physically, but mentally 
as  well.

caroline bleeke
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Parting 

Seniors 

glances

2005

Top left: During the spring of their 
junior year, the graduating class of 
2005 organized a student walk-out to 
show their support of the continua-
tion of the VST program.
Top center: Seniors Ellen Morrison, 
Lauren Cooper, Gussie Matthews and 
Lauren Freinberg cheer on the Grey-
hounds during homecoming. 
Top right: Senior Andrew Ferguson 
plays the cello in CHS’  orchestra.
Left: Senior quarterback Jairus Byrd 
lifts the state championship trophy. 
Byrd led the team to Clayton’s first 
football state championship last fall.

Bottom left: Senior Tim 
Brown plays his trombone 
in the CHS pep band during 
the homecoming parade.
Bottom center: Twelve 
seniors were honored in the 
Prom Court in April.  Prom 
king was senior Patrick Co-
hen and prom queen went 
to senior Barrie Nussbaum.
Bottom right: At the home-
coming game this fall, 
seniors Marcus Deem, Miles 
McDonnell and Matt Levy 
proudly display their blue 
and orange.
Right: Senior twins Brett and 
Ryan Rich duel in the inflat-
able jousting arena set up 
as part of this year’s senior 
prank.

Freedom

Competition Friendship

Spirit

Competition 

  “I live for the pressure situations on the field at CHS.  

It’s a lot of  fun to play high school sports because the 

girls all come together to beat some tough schools.”

-- senior Emily Fowler-Cornfeld

Friendship
   “I am very excited to be walking away from CHS 

and all the drama and stress that comes with it.  But 

I am not ready to leave the most important things I 

received here, which are the amazing friends I have 

made through the years.”

-- senior Lindsay Anderson

rachel kodner

rachel kodner

rachel kodnerrachel kodner

nate litz
staff photo

javi groisman

caitlin ly

yb photo

jamie sachar

rachel kodner

rachel kodner

Spirit
“I love to dress up and paint my face orange and 
blue on spirit days. School spirit is important to 
maintaining a fun environment for CHS.” 
-- senior Brian Lewis

Freedom 
“I take advantage of  open school campus every day.  
I go home and get my work done.  I like having 
the right to decide what I want to do whether it’s a 
good or bad decision.” 
-- senior Jon Brengle
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