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TEAMS

 The varsity teams took 
fi ve of the top six posi-

tions in their competition

6

Coming Out

 Students talk about what 
it is like to be homosexual 

at CHS

12

Anaheim, Calif.

 GNN traveled to Calif. 
for a television network 

conference

7

Author Visiting
Jack Gantos, author of “Hole 

in My Life,” is visiting CHS on 

Wednesday, March 8. “Hole in 

My Life” is the winner of the Mi-

chael L. Printz Honor Book and 

a Booklist Editors’ Choice. For 

more information, please see Ms. 

Menkhus, Ms. Connolly or Mrs. 

Sellenriek.

Fine Arts Academy
Congratulations to Cameron Da-

vis, Babe Liberman and Becky 

Simington for their acceptance 

into the Missouri Fine Arts Acad-

emy.

GNN
Since Feb. 16, the Greyhound 

News Network can be seen by 

the public on channel 21 every 

Thursday, from 4:30 p.m. to 5 

p.m.  Although older footage is 

being broadcast presently, soon 

the channel will be updated on a 

more timely basis.

Merit Finalists
Congratulations to National Mer-

it Finalists Caroline Bleeke, Emily 

Goldstein, Elad Gross, Gregory 

Hu, Joseph Mello, Christopher 

Peck and Kathryn Waterbury.  

These candidates were selected 

as semi-fi nalists based on their 

PSAT scores in late September 

2005 and then went through an 

application process to become 

fi nalists.

Scholars Academy
Sophomores Krystal Bell, Kelly 

Moffi t and Whitt Virgin-Downey 

have been selected to attend the 

Missouri Scholars Academy, a 

three week summer program at 

the University of Missouri-Co-

lumbia.

Senior Experience
All seniors who would like to 

participate in the fi fth annual 

Senior Experience, a career shad-

owing or volunteer opportunity, 

need to turn in their initial form 

to Mr. Sweet in the Industrial 

Arts Building by Feb. 24. Senior 

Experience will take place May 

15 - 19.Enrollment of African Americans in honors English encouraged

Two distinguished speakers took 
the stage and squared off for a de-
bate over current issues in Amer-
ica. They attacked each other’s 
arguments, exposed weaknesses 
in the opposing perspectives and 

called each other names to demonstrate differ-
ent political views. 

In the minds of Close-Up participants, the 
clash between a liberal and conservative was a 
major highlight of the recent experience. 

Academic Director and history teacher Josh 
Meyers accompanied nearly 23 students to 
Washington, D.C. on an annual week-long pro-
gram in January to explore how the American 
government really works. Students watched 
debates, attended seminars, toured Capitol Hill, 
visited representatives, viewed monuments and 
met new people during a week of education and 
discussion.

“Meeting people from different states with 
different views on issues was my favorite part of 
the experience,” junior Carrie Rosenzweig said.

Other high school students from multiple 
schools in California, Louisiana, Texas and Mis-
souri joined CHS participants. The students 
traveled through D.C. in eight groups contain-
ing students from each location so that people 
would have the opportunity to intermingle 
while learning.

“I learned how our government works ‘close-
up’ and I learned about opposing viewpoints,” 
junior John Buse said. 

Junior Zachary Wexelman agreed with Buse, 
in that his favorite portion of the trip was the 
debate between a conservative and a liberal.

“When the two opinions clashed it really 
helped distinguish the sides and their thoughts 
for me,” Wexelman said.

Meyers believes that the exposure to diverse 
thoughts is the program’s strongest asset. He 
also thinks that the trip inspires students to 
think about their personal stance in politics.

“I liked seeing other perspectives from rural 
‘hick’ areas,” Buse said.

Junior Carlie Eisenberg analyzed the situa-
tion in terms of introspective growth. 

“I learned about myself and my views as a 
liberal,” Eisenberg said. “I also learned how to 
share and debate my perspective better. Most 
importantly I now know that I must speak up 
and make myself heard.”

Students had the opportunity to voice their 
thoughts multiple times, including the day when 
they visited senators and representatives. Buse’s 
favorite part was speaking with and question-
ing the representatives and their aides, because 
it made him feel empowered. 

Buse, Eisenberg, Wexelman and Rosenzweig 
felt the trip was an extremely positive experi-
ence, but had minor complaints.

“The food was only mediocre and the days 
were overscheduled,” Rosenzweig said. “There 
was too much focus on quantity over quality.”

Program instructors guided all the activities 
and Eisenberg felt that they were involved too 
much and did not give students enough respect 
at all times. 

Despite the small problems Rosenzweig and 

Students travel to nation’s capitol
Twenty-three students 

participated in the Close-
Up Foundation’s program 
in Washington, D.C., and 
had a chance for a hands-

on experience.

We started the Pathfi nders 

in 1998 as a way to work with 

African American students...[to] 

help them to get into, and suc-

ceed in...honors English classes.

DENISE BOGARD
founder of the St. Louis Writer’s Workshop

TOP: THE CAPITOL building is just one of many sites 
CHS participants visited on their day at Capitol Hill. 
Left: Students pose in front of the Missouri stone at the 
World War II Memorial.  Above: Junior Nick Currey and 
sophomore Will von Schrader stand on the edge of the 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial. In the distance, the 
Washington Monument can be seen.
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Over the past few years, Clay-
ton High School has been working 
to gradually increase the numbers 
of African American students in 
honors and AP classes, more spe-
cifi cally, honors and AP English.

“It has always been recognized 
that there are fewer African Ameri-
can students in honors classes,” 
English Department Chair Emily 
Grady said. “No one really knows 
why this is.”

Though all of the departments 
at CHS are constantly being tin-
kered with and altered, Grady says 
that the English department espe-
cially has been trying to increase 
the numbers of African American 
students in their honors classes.

“Last year, Mr. Skillman spoke 
to me, we discussed how we could 
accelerate 
this, make 
c h a n g e s 
happen,” 
G r a d y 
said.

B u t 
s t a r t i n g 
long be-
fore last 
year, there 
has been a 
program at 
Wy d o w n 
M i d d l e 
S c h o o l , 
with a very similar mission to that 
of the English Department.  Pro-
fessional writer and owner and 

founder of the St. Louis Writer’s 
Workshop, Denise Bogard, started 

the Path-
f i n d e r s 
program at 
Wy d o w n 
six years 
ago.

“ T h e 
d i s t r i c t 
recognized 
that year 
after year, 
there were 
no, or 
very little, 
A f r i c a n 
American 

students in the honors classes,” Bo-
gard said. “I had done some work 
with the district already. I had done 

teacher workshops, as well as been 
a professional writer for 25 years, 
so I was approached about work-
ing with the Pathfi nders.”

As the program has continued 
over the years, it has also gone 
through changes.

“We started the Pathfi nders in 
1998 as a way to work with Afri-
can American students with a lot 
of potential, and help them to get 
into and succeed in the CHS hon-
ors English classes,” Bogard said.  
“Now, we focus more on just im-
proving literacy skills, and instill-
ing into the kids a sense of academ-
ic achievement.”

For Wydown students, being 
selected to be in the Pathfi nders is 
quite an accomplishment.

“The group is hand-selected, 

based on standardized test scores, 
literacy grades, patterns of overall 
grades, and teacher recommenda-
tions,” Bogard said. “We look for 
kids that have a real passion or tal-
ent for writing.”

Students involved with Path-
fi nders are thrilled to be in the 
group.

“In seventh grade, a group of 
about 20 of us was called down 
to the conference room,” eighth 
grader Symone Lenoir said. “We 
were told that we had been called 
there because we were identifi ed 
as good writers, and [Bogard and 
other teachers] wanted to know if 
we were interested in being in the 
Pathfi nders.”
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˛ AMY  BROOKS

Atrocities in Sudan largely overlooked

Over 2 million people have been mur-
dered and 6 million people displaced in 
two separate conflicts over the past two 
decades in Sudan, the largest and one of 
the most violent countries in Africa. Yet, 
despite all this bloodshed, few people even 
know of the atrocities being committed. 

St. Louis resident Nhial Tutlam is one of 
the 6 million. 

“There were bombs falling all over the 
place, which is why we left in the first 
place,” Tutlam said.

From Sudan he fled to Ethiopia as many 
of his fellow refugees did. He then moved 
to Kenya to take him out of the unstable re-
gion, and after five years there, moved to 
the United States, where he has been living 
for six years.

Most of Tutlam’s immediate family 
members also got out, but many members 
of his extended family still remain in dan-
ger. Staying in contact with them is diffi-
cult, even with e-mail.

“Sometimes I talk to them, but it is very 
difficult with the infrastructure completely 
destroyed,” Tutlam said.

There are actually two separate conflicts 
within Sudan, and the first of these began 
when Sudan won its independence from 
Britain in 1956. 

“Sudan’s problems started in the 1950s,” 
Tutlam said. “This particular war started in 
1983 because the government wanted to 
impose Islamic rule on the entire country, 
and the South, which is mostly Christian, 
didn’t want Islamic rule. There were also 
the economic sanctions, and we heard re-
ports of slavery. The problems were ended 
briefly last year with a peace agreement.”

The peace treaty, signed in January 2005, 
guaranteed the Southern people autonomy 
for six years, after which a referendum will 
decide their independence.

Tutlam favors Southern independence. 
“If the country is divided, there will 

probably be more peace because the South-
ern people want to be left alone,” Tutlam 
said.

Literacy Lab intern Janet Curry provides 
additional reasons for the conflict.

“There is an unequal distribution of pe-
troleum wealth, which is extracted from the 
South with profits made primarily in the 
North,” Curry said. “There are provisions 
for fixing this problem in the peace treaty, 
which has been continually broken.”

The second conflict that is slowly gain-
ing more international tension is the vio-
lence within the Darfur region of the Su-
dan, which started around three years ago. 

It began when a black rebel group attacked 
government targets, saying that they were 
being oppressed by the government in 
favor of Arabs. The government admits 
to mobilizing “self-defense militias” but 
claims no responsibility for the Janjaweed, 
an Arab militant group accused of ethnic 
cleansing of Darfur’s black African popu-
lation. 

Reports from Darfurian refugees claim 
that after air-raids from government planes, 
the Janjaweed ride into villages, killing 
men, stealing whatever they can find and 
raping women, sometimes holding them 
captive for several days as sex slaves. 

Curry is very worried about the violent 
conflict in Darfur.

“I’m increasingly concerned, and have 
been for several years, about the ongoing 
staggering loss of life, rapes, looting, theft 
of land and destruction of property that are 
afflicting those in Darfur,” Curry said. 

Many human rights groups and several 
countries, including the United States, clas-
sify the situation as genocide, although the 
United Nations (UN) has yet to agree, even 
after sending a team to the area. 

Tutlam believes that genocide is taking 
place in Darfur.

“All the evidence points to genocide 

that is being orchestrated by the govern-
ment,” Tutlam said. “If you kill 10 people, 
that’s genocide to me, and they’ve killed 
way more than 10 people. It’s much the 
same thing that happened in Rwanda.” 

In fact, many people are concerned that 
Sudan will become another Rwanda, where 
800,000 people were killed in the span of 
100 days in 1994, yet few people knew 
about it until a movie came out showcas-
ing the tragedy.

Tutlam believes that resolutions to both 
conflicts center on peace agreements – and 
forcing the government to comply with 
them.

“I think the world should put more 
pressure on the government,” Tutlam said. 
“Many countries gave the government a 
break around the time of the peace agree-
ment signing because they didn’t want to 
harm the chances of an agreement being 
reached, but now the government is drag-
ging its feet on the issue, so we need to im-
pose more pressure to make sure it actually 
keeps its promises. The Darfur issue is also 
a question of willingness to impose peace 
– a similar kind of peace agreement with a 
referendum and possible Western indepen-
dence would also work in Darfur if more 
pressure is put on the government.”

Up until about a month ago, many Israelis and 
Palestinians felt that peace in the Middle East, be-
tween both the countries, was plausible. A fence had 
been built that separated Israel from Palestinian land, 
thwarting terrorist attacks. Israel had given up the 
Gaza Strip to the Palestinians after stripping it of Jew-
ish settlements. 

And now, Hamas, a Palestinians group dedicated to 
driving the Israelis out of the Palestinian land, has won 
a lot of power in the Palestinian government.

To understand the significance of these results it is 
imperative to have the history of the West Bank area.

After World War II, many of the Middle Eastern 
countries, who had been under the control of the 
French and British, gained 
independence. However 
Zionism, a political move-
ment for the establishment 
of a state for the Jews, had 
grown rapidly and the 
Jews were pushing for 
their own land. The Brit-
ish decided to allow Pales-
tine to become that state. 
Israel was declared a state 
in 1948 after a UN reso-
lution dividing the land 
between the Jews and the 
Arabs had been issued. 
The Palestinians and their 
neighboring Arab coun-
tries were extremely upset 
about this, and as soon as the British had withdrawn 
from the area, attacked Israel on all sides. In 1967, Is-
rael, in a panic to ensure its safety, attacked many of 
these Arab countries back and took over most of the 
West Bank, including Palestinian land. Since then there 
have been many wars and fighting but the situation 
has stayed the same in general. Israel has control of 
most of the West Bank and the Palestinians have been 
fighting to get it back.

Hamas has been one of the major groups within 
Palestine fighting the Israelis. Avram Noam Chomsky, 
a Jewish professor at MIT had a lot to say about the 
Palestinian and Israeli conflict in his interview with 
Omar Badawi and Faiz Ahmad.

“Take Israel’s main terrorist enemies -- Hezbollah 
and Hamas,” he said. “Where did they come from? In 
part, the origins of Hamas lie in Israeli sponsorship of 
radical Islamist groups to undermine the secular Pales-
tinian leadership.”

Its name is an acronym in Arabic for the ‘Islamic 
Resistance Movement’. They claim they will continue 
to carry out attacks on Israeli citizens and government 
until they get the land Israel took from them back. 

Hamas counted the recent transfer of the Gaza Strip 
to the Palestinians as a step further to gaining back 
most of the Palestinian land.

“I was against the pullout of Gaza,” junior Eli Fred-
man said. “I don’t think peace would occur. They 
[Hamas] have done suicide bombings since then. Gaza 
has become a terrorist base. From Gaza, the Palestin-

ians can fire mortars 
into many Israeli cit-
ies.”

The US, the EU and 
Israel have branded 
Hamas a terrorist or-
ganization due to the 
numerous attacks it 
carries out on Israeli 
citizens to accomplish 
its goal. In addition, 
to fighting Israelis, 
Hamas has many pro-
grams within Palestine 
to improve its condi-
tion.  They do a lot of 
charity work, such as 
building schools and 

hospitals. With the support of so many people, it was 
not surprising to most that Hamas gained 74 out of 132 
seats. 

However, many countries, including Israel, were 
shocked when the results were announced. Israel has 
already withdrawn the monthly tax payments it gives 
Palestine and refuses to hold any talks with the gov-
ernment until Hamas promises to disarm and recog-
nize Israel as a state. 

Israel’s Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz said he 
would “sever all contact with the Palestinian Author-
ity”, if the new Palestinian prime minister was associ-
ated with Hamas, reported the BBC. 

The Palestinian government has been reported to 

have chosen Ismail Haniya as their prime minister, but 
has not done so formally yet.

Right now, however, neither side is budging or giv-
ing in to their opponents demands. 

“Sharon has a road map to peace,” junior Avital 
Ludomirsky said. “But with the election of Hamas it 
will take longer.” 

Fredman believes, however, that peace isn’t plau-
sible.

“I wish there was a way for peace but I don’t think 
it’s realistic,” Fredman said. “Hamas said they would 
kill every Jew.”

Although Hamas hasn’t carried out any attacks 
since the Palestinian election, they haven’t announced 
their permanent abandonment of their militant sector, 
like the U.S. and Israel have been urging.  

“I really hope that the violence between the Israelis 

˛ SARAH RANGWALA

Reports of genocide lead many to fear that religious and economic conflicts 
in the nation will escalate further to become another Rwanda. 

and the Palestinians ceases,” Ludomirsky said. “But it 
is honestly impossible to know what will happen now 
with this new terrorist organization in power.”

Israeli elections are coming up as well, and much of 
the future of the West Bank now will depend on who 
comes to power in Israel and what their policy on Pal-
estine is.

A war will be a complete disaster for the Palestin-
ians. Sharon does have a plan for peace. Everyone has 
a plan for peace. Hitler had a plan for peace. The ques-
tion is, what kind of peace? Sharon’s peace, which is a 
little different from the Labour government’s peace, is 
some degree of autonomy and administration for Pal-
estinian enclaves -- which Israel doesn’t want to have 
to administer -- within a broader framework that will 
be integrated into Israel and which is essentially the 
same as the Barak government [peace plan].

Curry the United States especially, 
needs to do more to help the victims of the 
violence. She points to increasing links be-
tween the Sudanese government and the 
CIA and the potential lack of concern for 
Darfur exhibited by US ambassador to the 
UN John Boulton as signs of concern.

“The question we need to ask is: are we 
willing to do business with a brutal gov-
ernment for economic gains?” Curry said. 

However, there are some CHS students 
trying to help. Sophomore Gila Hoffman 
first became aware of the suffering in Dar-
fur because of an English paper.

“In English class, we were writing 
muckraking essays and I chose to complain 
about how the world has failed to take ac-
tion in situations such as the Holocaust and 
Darfur,” Hoffman said. “After doing a lot 
of research for my paper, I became really 
interested in the subject.” 

Hoffman decided to help by getting in-
volved with a program called The Million 
Voices campaign.

“The Million Voices campaign is trying 
to send 1 million postcards to President 
Bush to ask him to take action in the Su-
dan,” Hoffman said. “We wanted to bring 
this to CHS. One of our main goals is to get 
students informed about the situation and 

to let them know that there is something 
that they can do.  Since the sophomore 
history curriculum involves the study of 
several different genocides through out 
history, we hope to get every single sopho-
more to sign a postcard.”

Hoffman believes students just need to 
be informed about the horrible situation.

“Before I wrote this paper, I really had 
no idea what was going on in the Sudan,” 
Hoffman said. “I think that is the same 
with most other students at CHS. When I 
approached my friend Leigh Katz about 
working with me on this project, she re-
ally did not know much about what was 
going on. But when I told her about the 
types of horrible things that were taking 
place, she knew that she needed to help. 
Being informed with genocide like this is 
such a crucial part of our lives. But when 
nothing is being done, it seems like people 
just want the killing to continue. I thought 
it was important to help, not only to help 
to stop the genocide, but also to get others 
informed.”

Until others are informed and take ac-
tion, Tutlam believes the violence will con-
tinue. Because of the continued bloodshed, 
he plans to remain in the United States for 
now.

“I’ll probably end up staying here a lot 
longer than I originally planned,” Tutlam 
said. “If I ever do go back I would probably 
end up going back and forth between the 
Sudan and the Unites States. I don’t know 
if I could ever go back to Sudan and remain 
there.”

Despite the history of bloodshed, Tutlam 
is optimistic about the future of Sudan, es-
pecially if the government is kept in check.

“Right now there’s a little peace but we 
don’t know how long it will last,” Tutlam 
said. “There are signs that we can have a 
brighter future, but you can never tell be-
cause everything depends on what the 
government does.”

Meanwhile, for CHS students who want 
to help, Hoffman hopes to have a table set 
up in the commons later this month where 
students can sign postcards and donate 
money.

“Hopefully when we do sit in the com-
mons, students will not just pass by table 
and ignore what we are trying to do,” Hoff-
man said. “Genocide has been going on for 
so many years and somehow the world 
has not learned the lesson to try and stop 
it. Even as high school students, we have 
the ability to make a huge impact. When 
we look back in fifty years, we want to be 
able to say that we were a part of the efforts 
to stop genocide and we did not remain in-
different.”

THE CHARRED REMAINS of the village of Kailek which was attacked by pro-government Janjaweed militias in February 2004. Residents were held hostage 
for two months and hundreds were killed. The United Nations Genocide Commision is currently investigaating alleged atrocities in Kailek. 

Hamas’ victory in Palestinian elections bad sign for 
peaceful progress in the region and conflict with Israel 

Evelyn Hockstein-KRT 

Yossi Zamir-KRT

CLUB-WIELDING RIOT troops dragged away thousands of stone-throwing Jewish settlers from rooftops and behind barbed wire 
Wendesay, February 2, 2006, evacuation the illegal West Band outpost of Amona in the fiercest clash over settlements since 
Israel’s Gaza pullout. 

I really hope that the violence between 

the Israelis and the Paslestinians ceases. 

But it is honestly impossibly to know 

what will happen now with this new ter-

rorist organization in power. 

AVITAL LUDOMIRSKY
junior

˛

˛
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Greyhounds.

Your airy new home will lift your spirits and enhance your life, 

from light-filled, sunny breakfasts to softly lit dinner parties. 

Each interior can be designed to flow from one spacious area 

to another. And the amenities are as generous as the 

proportions—from 24-hour valet service to high-speed 

Internet access. Need your own perfect space in the world? 

Here it is.

G o  w i t h  t h e

B e y o n d  E x p e c t a t i o n s

150 Carondelet Plaza, St. Louis, MO 63105  |  From $910,000 to $3,100,000 |  www.theplazainclayton.com

Exclusively listed by 
Edward L. Bakewell, Inc. Realtors.

314-721-5555

Six designer models available for immediate occupancy.
For a limited time, condo fees will be waived for two years.

We are proud supporters of the Clayton 
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Happy New Year!
Yet, isn’t it too late to be shouting such a 

phrase at this time of the year? According to 
Western culture, it’s already over two entire 
months tardy. On the other hand, according 
to the ancient Chinese lunar calendar, it’s just 
about right. 

For thousands of years, ethnic Chinese have 
been ringing in the new year 
with sumptuous feasts and bril-
liant fireworks that splash the 
sky in colorful hues precisely at 
the midpoint of the winter and 
summer solstices. 

“The year for the Chinese 
begins with spring,” junior Yi-
peng Huang said. 

The Chinese New Year, also 
called the Spring Festival, is the 
most important cultural celebra-
tion that Chinese people engage 
in. However odd it may seem to 
be celebrating the new year in 
late January, there are historic 
explanations that accompany 
the timing of the festival. 

Traditionally, the beginning of February 
marks the coming of spring, and the rejuvena-
tion of life. Years that contain such a “spring” 
are considered lucky. This year’s Year of the Dog 
is extremely special because it encompasses two 
spring times. In fact, multitudes of Chinese and 
Chinese-American couples have chosen to mar-
ry in this year due to the increased “luckiness.”

“It’s very lucky to see spring in the beginning 
of the year and in the end,” author Theodora 
Lau said in a recent New York Times article. 
“A lot of people would love to get married in a 
double-spring year.”

In any case, marriage was far from being 
the main topic of discussion at the Chinese 
New Year celebration on Jan. 29, sponsored by 
the International Student Association. Founder 
Cong Yu and ESL teacher Karen Hales-Mecham 

teamed up with 
other ISA mem-
bers to usher in 
the Year of the 
Dog in a time-
honored way. 

Ty p i c a l l y, 
Yu said, “Chi-
nese families 
get together to 
have wonder-
ful feasts. On 
the New Year’s 
Eve, families 
have a big din-
ner in which 
the most deli-

cious food is served.”
In much of the same way as this custom dic-

tates, the ISA meeting featured a huge table that 
carried numerous different dishes. However, 
these meals are not the main celebration.

“Also, we gather before the TV to watch the 
Chinese New Year Celebration Show. In the 
show, dancing, singing and comedy are fea-
tured,” Yu said. “The show is concluded with a 

˛ ROLAND REIMERS 

During the Chinese New Year el-
ders give young children Red Bags 
stuffed with money. Dumplings are 
an essential part of the food served 
during the feasts. Others include 
pork, beef, fish, lamb, chicken, duck, 
shrimp, and lobster. Pretty much 
anything imaginable is included. The 
general celebrations are followed 
both in north and south. Because of 
the different local traditions, dances 
and songs may be different. There are 
56 different languages in China, but 
most people know Mandarin. The 
food can be different as well. Some 
areas like spicy food while some like 
sweet food. Overall, the different 
parts of China are very united in cel-
ebrating the Chinese New Year.

countdown to the New Year. On the day of the 
New Year, families go and congratulate each 
other for a New Year.”

Although ISA did provide an intriguing 
glimpse into the Chinese New Year, the actual 
festivities last 15 days. The merriments begin on 
the first day of the new year that contains a new 
moon. Then, for 14 consecutive days, it is cus-
tomary for families of Chinese descent to travel 
to their relatives to enjoy each others’ hospitality 
and company. 

Each day of the more than two-week period 
consists of unique activities and celebrations. 
One day in particular may appear somewhat 
bewildering to those not exposed to traditional 
Chinese culture. It is on the seventh day of the 
new year that everyone turns one year older. In 
Western culture, every person has his or her own 
individual birthday, but in traditional Chinese 
belief, each person grows a year older together. 

However, it is important to remember that 
even though most people of Chinese and East 
Asian descent celebrate these days, many an-
cient explanations for their occurrence have 
been abandoned. For instance, the majority of 
Chinese people, it is safe to say, do not truly fol-
low the 12-year cycle of the Chinese zodiac, but 
rather the Gregorian calendar that is employed 
by most of the world. 

Considering China’s surprisingly quick leap 
into the elite group of first-world economic 
powerhouses, it is important that Americans 
and others alike begin to understand a culture 
that has for thousands of years remained largely 
unknown to those not immersed in the vibrant 
traditions of East Asia. 

Chinese families get together 

to have wonderful feasts. On the 

New Year’s Eve, families have a 

big dinner in which the most de-

licious food is served. 

CONG YU
senior

Chinese New Year brings families together

LEFT: DANCERS PERFORM in the street to celebrate the new year. Above: Stuffed tigers, which are used as decorations 
for the Chinese New Year, at the Yang family home in Carmel, California. The symbol on the forehead means king. 

KRT Campus

KRT Campus

˛
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According to The Smoking Gun (TSG), James Frey’s 
fiction addiction has unmasked a million little lies. 
When “A Million Little Pieces” was released in April of 
2003, the world knew nothing of the fabrications and 
embellishments in the memoir. 

On the Oct. 26 Oprah show, she introduced Frey as 
the man who kept her awake at night. The chilling sto-
ries that Oprah read about in the memoir convinced 
her to include the memoir as a Book Club selection. 
Thanks to Oprah, 3.5 million copies were sold and the 
book sat on the top of The New York Times nonfiction 
paperback best-seller list for 15 weeks.  

The memoir discusses Frey’s struggle with his ad-
dictions to alcohol and drugs. He was an alcoholic, 
drug addict and criminal.

Not only was Frey a victim to drugs and alcohol, 
but he also victimized millions of readers and tricked 
them into thinking his outrageous stories were truth-
ful.

On Jan. 8, TSG revealed that Frey’s memoir is mere-
ly a fictionalized piece of writing.  When Frey appeared 
on Larry King Live, he admitted that the memoir was 
first presented as a novel, but when that did not sell, 
he decided to call it a memoir. During this appearance, 
Oprah called into the show to support Frey. The show 
was even extended for an extra five minutes so that 
Oprah could express her opinions. 

But on Jan. 26, when Frey appeared on Oprah (for 
the second time), she began the show with a sincere 
apology for what she said on Larry King Live. 

“I left the impression that the truth is not impor-
tant,” Oprah said. “I am deeply sorry about that be-
cause that is not what I believe.”

Throughout the remainder of the show Oprah 
grilled Frey with questions about each and every false-
hood in the memoir. 

TSG’s report was titled “The Man Who Conned 
Oprah.” Oprah asked Frey if TSG was correct. He said 
that most of what TSG wrote was accurate and that 
they did a good job.

The issue over truth in memoirs has become a hot 
topic ever since these accusations were published. 
English teacher Emily Grady incorporated this contro-
versy into her Honors English II classroom. 

“[Memoirs] became a unit,” Grady said. “It was 
serendipity. We were already reading a memoir IRA 
and reading ‘Night.’ Then this controversy broke and 

‘Man who conned Oprah’ reaches discussions at CHS

The ancient Greek philosopher 
Epicures once said, “Let no one de-
lay the study of philosophy while 
young nor wear of it when old.” 
Some students at CHS seem to be 
following his words of wisdom by 
filling two classes of the subject.

“Philosophy was offered 
through the majority of the ‘90s by 
Mr. Harned then stopped in the late 
‘90s,” history teacher Paul Hoel-
scher said. “Mr. Horas and I started 
to offer the class again three years 
ago, and we shared two sections.  
This year however I teach both sec-
tions.  Recently, both sections have 
been pretty full.  In previous years 
there were barely enough kids for 
two classes now those two classes 
are close to capacity.”  

The 36 students who opted to 
take philosophy all choose the sub-
ject for numerous reasons.    

“I took philosophy, because I 
enjoyed discussions about human 
nature and the difference between 
good and bad,” senior Ariel Arpadi 
said.  “The class has been really 
fun.  Philosophy is used everyday 
and helps me better understand the 
why people react the way they do 
to certain situations.  For example, 
when people copy each other’s 
homework some don’t view this as 
a bad thing.  Understanding one’s 
view on such a subject as copying 
homework helps you better under-
stand one’s ethics.”

Philosophy can be used in many 
circumstances even sports.

“I chose philosophy because 
it was one of my soccer coaches’ 
passions who happened to be the 
teacher as well,” senior Kate Shoe-
maker said. “I wanted to share 
that passion.  I knew about some 
of Coach Hoelscher’s philosophies 
and how he applied them to sports 
settings.  I liked him as a coach so I 

figured he would be a good teach-
er as well.  Also I had heard good 
things about the class. In addition I 
thought it would be a good second-
semester senior class because it is 
more discussion based than many 
other classes.”

Philosophy has made an impact 
on the students outside the influ-
ence of the classroom.

“I think from philosophy I will 
learn about the effects of my ac-
tions, as well as being able to be 
more aware of my surroundings,” 
Arpadi said. “Philosophy has af-
fected my daily life, because I will 
be in random conversations with 
my friends and suddenly I might 
say, ‘According to Plato. . .’ Philoso-
phy is used in everyday life.  There 
is nothing you can do that isn’t 
philosophical.” 

Shoemaker agrees that philoso-
phy affects her outside the class-
room especially as she goes about 
making  daily decisions.  

“In class we talk a lot about eth-
ics and morality and how on an ev-
eryday basis we are always making 
decisions,” Shoemaker said. “Phi-
losophy affects me as well because 
I think about things taught in class 
on a daily basis.”

Philosophy has six major units 
of study which the class explores.

“Philosophy has six major ar-
eas,” Hoelscher said. “Epistemol-
ogy is the study of knowledge, 
Metaphysics is the study of reality. 
Religion, ethics, politics and east 
Asian philosophies are also stud-
ied.”

Many students enjoy discussing 
questions that are not as objective 
as other types of classes can be.  

“In philosophy we explore the 
big questions about life, and our 
world,” Hoelscher said.  “Before 
high school students go to college, 
I think it is important to explore 
these.”

˛ GILA HOFFMAN

MEMBER’S OF EMILY Grady’s sophomore honors English class discuss the recent controversy of James Frey’s book, “A Million Little 
Pieces.”  “We watched Oprah and included Frey’s book and the questions that are being raised about what a memoir truly is into 
discussions in class,” sophomore Drew Lefkowith said.

Laura Tetri

˛ HYRUM SHUMWAY 

Philosophy class remains popular
The class focuses on ancient phi-

losophy.  
“Much of the class is historic,” 

Hoelscher said. “We look at mod-
ern-day examples.  But honestly 
there hasn’t been much ‘new’ phi-
losophy. For modern-day ethics 
though, Peter Sanger has brought 
up new ideas about animal rights, 
and new ideas about poverty.”

The class tends not to be too dif-
ficult for most students.  Accord-
ing to Hoelscher the reading takes 
about fifteen minutes along with a 
journal entry.

“There is usually homework, 
but it consists of maybe seven pag-
es of reading and a journal of your 
ideas about your thoughts on the 
subject,” Arpadi said. “I would rec-
ommend students to take the class, 
but students have to be willing to 
put out their ideas.”

The class is less about tangible 
work opposed to gaining views 
and insights on abstract ideas and 
views of life.

“The work is more centered on 
thought,” Shoemaker said. “Mr. 
Hoelscher is much more concerned 
about getting the student to have 
a certain thought process opposed 
to how much written they have 
done.”

Philosophy caters to students 
who like to ponder questions and 
discuss them.

“Philosophy is not a hard class if 
you like to think,” Hoelscher said. 
“Philosophy can be  difficult for 
those students who like black and 
white answers. Aside from reflec-
tions and homework, there are also 
quizzes and projects. Philosophy is 
not as objective as a math or chem-
istry class.”

“I am very excited to continue 
the course and plan to attend regu-
larly, which is saying a lot for being 
a second-semester senior,” Shoe-
maker said. ˛

PHILOSOPHY TEACHER PAUL Hoelscher oversees seniors Chelsea Denlow and Ariel Arpadi as well as juniors Leah Silverblatt and 
Ashley Walker during group discussions in class. “I took philosophy because I enjoyed discussions about human nature and the differ-
ence between good and bad,” Arpadi said. Many students in the class would recommend it to students to before they graduate.

Caitlin Ly

Learning that they had been 
chosen as potential Pathfinders 
was exciting for the students.

“It felt good to know that I was 
picked,” eighth grader Ryan Jack-
son said. “It’s a special group.”

But 20 kids is a lot, and the 
numbers had to be narrowed down 
somehow.

“We had to go home and talk to 
our parents, and get their permis-
sion to do Pathfinders,” Lenoir said. 
“It also depended on if we had time 
after school to do it.”

The Wydown students in Path-
finders dedicate a fair amount of 
time to the program outside of the 
regular school day.

“We meet every Monday after 
school,” eighth grader Rebakkah 
Johnson said.  “Sometimes we 
write essays, sometimes we read 
a story and then try to imitate the 
style, and sometimes we do free 
writes, or creative writing.”

The Pathfinders recognize the 
benefits that they are receiving.  
Eighth grader Breia Blount recog-
nizes the help that Pathfinders and 
Bogard have given her.

“It has really helped me  learn 
to stay focused,” Blount said. “I 
have also become a much stronger 
writer and thinker.  After we listen 
to a story or piece of writing, we re-
ally have to think about what we 
heard.”

Though it may seem like a lot of 
extra work for a middle school stu-
dent, the Pathfinders seem to enjoy 
their weekly meetings.

“All of us are at different levels 
of writing,” Blount said. “But we 
get lots of free time to write what 
we want to, what we like writing, 
so that’s good.  And [Bogard] helps 
us too. She tells us exactly what she 
wants for certain things, or gives us 
a ‘story starter.’”

Yet, even with a group like the 

Pathfinders, the numbers of Afri-
can American students in honors 
or AP English at the high school are 
extraordinarily low.  Different peo-
ple have various ideas as to why 
this may be.

Freshman Floyd Hemphill feels 
like his experience at Wydown with 
Pathfinders prepared him for the 
honors track, and he simply chose 
not to take the honors class.

“I just didn’t want to go into 
honors this year,” Hemphill said. “I 
want to just get used to my classes 
for now, maybe I’ll try for honors 
next year. Pathfinders was great 
though, it was really fun and I 
learned a lot.”

However, not everyone agrees 
with Hemphill.

“The Pathfinders is a great 
group,” Grady said. “But, a lot of 
the writing they do is more creative 
writing, and at CHS, the English 
classes do a lot more essay-type 
writing.”

Still, the process for selecting 
kids to go into honors English is be-
ing looked at carefully, to help try 
to increase numbers.

“Different things are looked at 
when we are placing kids in honors 
classes,” Grady said. “We look at 
standardized test scores, their pat-
tern of grades in literacy, teacher 
recommendations and a writing 
test that shows their capability of 
writing a timed essay, entirely on 
their own, from a prompt. When 
we select the kids, six teachers are 
involved: three from Wydown, and 
three from CHS.  We have writing 
samples that we look at, and a ma-
trix that we use.”

Sometimes, the selections can 
become a little complicated.

“For some students, it is very 
clean cut: they obviously belong in 
honors, or they obviously don’t,” 
Grady said. “For the kids on the 
border, it’s harder. In our effort to 
put more African American stu-

dents into the classes, we look re-
ally closely at those students on the 
line.  For any student trying to get 
into honors though, the last thing 
that we want to do is discourage 
them.”

Senior Rachel Smith feels that 
a lack of encouragement and pres-
sure from the school for African 
American students to go into hon-
ors classes may contribute to the 
low numbers.

“I came to CHS as a sophomore, 
from Lindbergh,” Smith said. “I 
had been in honors classes there, 
so it was only logical that I go into 
honors classes at Clayton, too.”

For Smith, however, pressure 
was felt at home to be a part of the 
honors classes.

“For me though, the pressure 
to be in honors classes comes from 
home.  My father is a professor, and 
my mother is also in the field of 
education, so it was just the expec-
tation from them that I would take 
honors classes.  Things changed 
after I had been in the class for a 
while. Teachers began to realize 
that I was for real, and things got 
a lot better.”

Maybe numbers would improve 
if more teachers pushed honors 
classes onto students.

“I don’t really see a lot of moti-
vation from the teachers towards 
some students,” Smith said. “I 
think they also need to emphasize 
the fun and exciting parts of hon-
ors classes, and not make it seem 
like just an endless workload. They 
need to make it seem more appeal-
ing.”

Though in recent years, numbers 
of African Americans in honors 
classes may be exceptionally low, 
they may be looking to increase 
soon, especially with next year’s 
incoming freshman class.

“I love writing and learning new 
stuff,” Lenoir said. “I really want to 
be in honors classes next year.”  ˛

Oprah picked ‘Night’ as her book club book. We were 
also writing narratives and we were experimenting 
with how much can you really make up.”

The students read several essays about the contro-
versy. They used this information to formulate their 
own opinions.  

“It gave us a chance to synthesize a lot of different 
information and come up with what we understand to 
be a truth,” Grady said. 

As Grady said, this was true serendipity. 
“We started reading ‘Night’ right around the same 

time that Oprah was talking to James Frey and really 
discovering the extent of his deceit,” sophomore Drew 
Lefkowith said. “We watched Oprah and included 
Frey’s book and the questions that are being raised 
about what a memoir truly is into discussions in class. 
We read essays written about Frey and other memoir-
ists and used these as discussion topics.”

The students in Grady’s class enjoyed the unit and 
created their own opinions. 

“Everyone was really interested in the issue,” soph-
omore Cameron Davis said. “We may not talk about it 
a lot in class, but I really think that everyone has for-

mulated their own opinion and is willing to battle over 
that.”

Nearly 100 percent of the class agrees that what 
Frey did was wrong. 

“I think he was wrong for showcasing the book as 
a memoir,” Davis said. “If he was going to lie in his 
book, he should have labeled the book as a novel based 
on a true story.”

Lefkowith agrees. 
“I haven’t read the book, memoir, story or whatever 

you want to call it, but from the things I have heard 
about it I feel that he did lie to readers and in some 
ways betray them,” Lefkowith said. “Readers pick up 
memoirs to think that they are true. I think the book 
may be good and the morals and messages are very 
powerful, but he should have sold it as a novel, or even 
based on a true story. I still think that people might 
have gotten the same message.”

The final graded discussion that the class had re-
volved around the rules of writing a memoir. The stu-
dents generated a list of rules that memoirists should 
follow. 

“I would say that a memoir would have to be a 

person’s true life story from his perspective, with his 
take on the events that happen that display some type 
of growth,” Davis said. “The story has to totally be 
based on the truth. It should invoke emotions and give 
a message to the reader, but that has to coincide with 
the truth of his life.”

The students also believed that for the sake of good 
writing, it is acceptable for an author to use literary 
techniques, which would include minor embellish-
ments. However, the reader must be able to realize that 
the embellishments are for literary purposes. 

“I think you have to be true to yourself and true 
to your readers,” Lefkowith said. “You shouldn’t out 
right lie. Facts should be as true as you remember them 
to be. You write them distinctly as you remember them. 
It’s hard to define each rule. In general, if you stay true 
to what has happened to you then you have a basis for 
writing a good memoir.”

Some of the lies that Frey included in his memoir 
were that his friend Lilly committed suicide by hang-
ing herself. Frey claims that she did commit suicide, 
but he felt the need to change the method in which the 
suicide occurred. He claims it was to protect the iden-
tity of Lilly.

In the memoir, Frey says he was jailed for 87 days, 
when in fact, he was only in a holding cell for an 
hour or two. Frey remarkably undergoes an extensive 
root-canal surgery without the support of anesthe-
sia. He also writes of an airplane trip when he has a 
hole in his cheek and is wearing an outfit drenched 
in a mixture of spit, snot, urine, vomit and blood.  
 “I think Frey is the biggest liar who deceived a lot of 
readers into thinking that his entire story was true, 
when in fact, it wasn’t,” Davis said. 

When it comes to memoirs, a certain level of truth 
must be upheld.

“I think if Frey wants me to feel how he felt, as a 
reader, I’m not going to feel how he felt unless I read 
exactly what happen to him,” Lefkowith said. “My 
question is why lie? I want to know what happened to 
him and I want to get inside his head and feel what he 
felt at that exact moment.”

When it comes to memoirs, the students learned 
that there is not a black and white answer for every-
thing. In this type of situation, the students researched 
the complexities and created their own opinions. 

“This is the best kind of teaching there is,” Grady 
said. “I’ve had a lot of fun with it. It was fun to be in a 
curriculum where you could really respond to it.  ˛

HONORS, 1

Honors recruits African Americans
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Twelve No.2 pencils. Four soft erasers. Back-
up AAA batteries. Cache of graph paper and 
scratch paper. Unit conversion packet. College-
level textbooks on physics, chemistry, biology, 
astronomy, mechanics, and also aviation, for 
good measure. Additional resource books for 
nuclear engineering and fl uid dynamics. A four-
pack of Red Bull. One 3000 page dictionary of 
scientifi c terms.

One Legacy.
For the past 13 years CHS has participated 

in the TEAMS competition, which stands for 
Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics and 
Science, and the results have never been disap-
pointing. In this year’s contest, which took place 
on Feb. 10, the fi ve CHS varsity teams took fi ve 
of the top six places in the division, while the 
CHS JV teams came in fourth and sixth place in 
the JV division.

“Success breeds success,” science teacher and 
TEAMS coach Rex Rice said. “Because CHS has 
had the past experience of doing well, the stu-
dents are especially motivated knowing that it’s 
doable.”

Every Friday morning, CHS stu-
dents turn to channel 95 and tune into 
GNN to receive their weekly dosage 
of CHS news.  Many things are be-
ing done to the show to improve and 
please their viewers.  Three members 
from the broadcast news class, seniors 
Tony Russell, Javi Groisman, and 
Justin Ackerman, along with teacher 
Christine Strahan took a trip to Ana-
heim, Calif. from Feb. 1- Feb. 4 to at-
tend the annual Student Television 
Network National Convention.

“We learned a little,” Groisman 
said, “but we mainly saw how other 
schools were working and that helped 
a lot.”

The students and Strahan attended 
workshops about storytelling, light-
ing, and camera work, and they hope 
to incorporate what they learned into 
upcoming GNN shows.

“We went to seminars for tips on 
using our editing system, advanced 
titling, and color correction,” Russell 
said.

“We are going to use different cam-
era angles, types of shots, and see 
and hear more of the reporter,” Stra-
han said. “The topics may not change, 
but over time how they are made will 
change.”

The conferences were not solely 
student based, which allowed the 
teachers to confer with one another 
along with talking to professionals on 
certain topics.

“I probably learned more than 

The competition was once again very close 
this year. The Clayton varsity teams A, B and E 
all came within one point of each other, and the 
varsity C team tied with another school for the 
top score in all divisions.

“The sense of school pride we get from it is 
just like from an athletic competition,” sopho-
more Sonya Gierada said. “Even though it’s in 
an academic setting, it emphasizes team spirit 
just as much.”

Teams consist of eight people each. This year, 
seven teams in total represented CHS. There 
were two teams each of sophomores and seniors 
and three of juniors.

“Typically, schools put juniors in their JV 
teams, but we mange to fi eld sophomore JV 
teams and do well,” Rice said. “The fact is, the 
problems have more to do with physics than any 
other science, and since CHS starts the science 
sequence with physics in the fi rst year, our soph-
omores aren’t at a disadvantage being one year 
younger than their competition. This way our 
teams actually gain one extra year of experience 
before they compete in varsity as seniors.”

The test consists of two 90 minute sections, 
one multiple choice and one short-answer. Both 

sections are open-re-
source and discus-
sion is encouraged 
within the teams. 
Teams put much ef-
fort into selecting 
the materials that 
will be brought into 
the competition site, 
but perhaps the most 
important tools are 
none other than an 
alert mind and plen-
ty of paper to scrawl 
down calculations.

“There is no way 
to be fully prepared 
for the contest,” ju-
nior Bob McGibbon 
said. “Even though 
there are some com-
mon themes from 
year to year, it’s still 
hard to judge the dif-
fi culty of a problem 
set by looking at the 
problem statement. 
For example, the 

nuclear engineering problem this year had a 
relatively easy multiple choice section, but had 
a diffi cult short-answer task.”

The problems quite often concern topics that 
students are not familiar with. A multiple choice 
section would consist of questions about hurri-
cane damage assessment, orbital mechanics of a 
satellite, water pumping operations for the irri-
gation of farmland, and even mass production 
of French fries. Usually the questions are made 
even more frustrating by including technical jar-
gon and bizarre and less commonly used units 
for measurement.

“When the problems are so unpredictable 
and unfamiliar, it’s important to be a good team 
worker,” sophomore Ka Suen said. “What one 
student is unfamiliar with may be the strength 
of another. It takes the whole team to collectively 
know the answers, not just the one person work-
ing on the problem set.”

Indeed, asking someone on the team that 
knows unit conversions by heart is easier and a 
lot quicker than yanking out tufts of hair while 
changing BTUs to joules.

Following the multiple-choice is the short 
answer section. The focus of the problem solv-
ing shifts away from computation and instead 
often requires the team to take into account so-
cial and economic considerations regarding the 
engineering design.

A problem about hurricane damage in the 
second portion, for example, might ask the team 
to do a cost-benefi t evaluation for a plan to re-
inforce a building, whereas a question about 
farmland irrigation might ask for the students’ 
opinion on introducing diesel-powered water 
pumps to third-world countries.

“Last year the nuclear problem had the teams 
consider the dangers in transporting fi ssion fuel, 
while this year they asked us to design a reac-
tor,” McGibbon said. “There was nowhere to 
start. We ended up writing until the very last 
minute. The questions really get you thinking.”

Results 
JV division

JV A-fourth place, sophomores  
JV B-sixth place, sophomores

Varsity 5th division
  Varsity C-fi rst place, juniors 

Varsity B-second place, seniors
Varsity E-third place, juniors 
Varsity A-fourth place, seniors
Varsity D-fi fth place, juniors 

TEAMS continues 
legacy of success

Students continue to dominate the 
TEAMS competition for the thirteenth 

year under Rex Rice’s tutelage. 

Rice recognizes strength of the CHS teams 
when it comes to the short answer section.

“The short answer section is what decides 
national rankings,” Rice said. “While good 
training in math and science are essential, due 
to the expository nature of the section, the con-
testants’ writing skills are also very important. 
Judging from how we’ve done in nationals, our 
students’ training in English and social studies 
really pay off.”

Students have refl ected that the selection pro-
cess restricts students that wish to participate in 
TEAMS from entering.

“It takes academics and knowing the mate-
rial,” senior Max Altman said. “In that light, of 
course the selection process seems exclusive.”

“The motivation is much like that of a varsity 
sport,” McGibbon said. “CHS is just trying to 
build a winning team.”

 Rice was recently named Coach of the Year 
by the Junior Engineering Technical Society, the 
organization that sponsors the TEAMS competi-
tion.

“While some schools try to have everyone 
learn solving the questions as a whole team dur-
ing practice, my philosophy for training is to let 
my teams learn the process of tackling the ques-
tions,” Rice said. “Since we really don’t know 
what the questions are like from year to year, 
there is little point in just learning the details 
of the problems. I see that some teams begin to 
take on a systematic approach to dividing the 
problem sets by having students specialize in a 
particular fi eld.”

The TEAMS contestants train with practice 
tests twice a week for six weeks . They said that 
the whole experience was fun despite the diffi -
cult problem solving. 

“I like it because of Mr. Rice, he’s a motivat-
ing coach,” junior Babe Liberman said. “Besides 
being a rewarding experience, we get sweet and 
salty snacks plus sodas—overall, it’s just the 
greatest place to hang out after school.”

THE JUNIOR C team won 

fi rst place this year in the 

TEAMS competition. This 

year’s contest, which took 

place on Feb. 10, the fi ve 

CHS varsity teams took 

fi ve of the top six places 

in the division. The CHS 

JV teams came in fourth 

and sixth place in the JV 

division. 

GNN visits 
Anaheim  
for annual 
broadcast 
conference 

the kids,” Strahan said. “It was a 
great experience to talk to profes-
sionals and other teachers about their 
shows.”

Strahan has restructured the broad-
casting class to better incorporate the 
details learned on the trip.

In addition to changing aspects on 
the production of the shows at school, 
GNN has begun to expand its audi-
ence by broadcasting half hour shows 
on cable channel 21 at 4:30 p.m. every 
Thursday.

“We are really excited to have new 
and different outlets to show our 
work,” Strahan said.

So far the few short weeks back 
from the trip has not allowed much 
time for improvement, but effective 
steps are being taken.

“We’ve tried to change the outlines 
for the shows already,” Groisman said, 

Out of nowhere, the screen is locked. On 
another computer, a message pops up telling 
the user to log off. Such are the mechanisms by 
which computer usage is controlled in the li-
brary.

Using a special computer program called 
Remote Desktop, school 
librarians and technol-
ogy staff can observe the 
workings of any comput-
er in the library, the iMac 
lab, or the cottage. While 
the program enables such 
innocuous activities as 
mass installation of new 
software or the connec-
tion of many computers 
at once to a new server, 
Remote Desktop also al-
lows its users to observe 
the websites and docu-
ments open on any com-
puter screen. Addition-
ally, the master computer 
can send instant messag-
es to, lock, or shut down any computer deemed 
problematic.

Librarians use one overriding principle to 
determine whether to inhibit the workings of a 
computer.

“All work done on school computers has to 
be related to schoolwork,” librarian Lucinda 
Menkhus said. “Other activities, such as shop-
ping, downloading music, or looking at inap-
propriate websites are not allowed.”

However, this defi nition is not quite black 
and white.

“E-mail especially is more of a gray area,” 
Menkhus said. “It [needs to] be related to work 
. However, there are certain times when I have 
to ask students using e-mail to get off because 
the library is too crowded, and others need the 
computers for work.”

Consequences of inappropriate computer 
use vary. When a student is caught shopping 
or downloading music, usually the screen is 
locked, but nothing further occurs. However, if 
a person is caught doing something highly inap-
propriate – such as using threats or looking at 
porn – a librarian will talk to the student. If the 
offense is particularly serious, an administrator 

may be called in.
Sometimes students believe that librarians go 

too far both in their defi nition of inappropriate 
computer use and in their consequences.

“Once I was checking my e-mail, and I re-
ceived one from an out-of-state friend who used 
to go to Clayton,” junior Constance Akannam 
said. “For various reasons, she was angry at 

some of the admin-
istrators and said as 
that she wanted to 
punch one of them in 
the throat. Obviously 
she wasn’t being seri-
ous, and I only kept 
the e-mail open for 30 
seconds, but one of the 
librarians saw it and 
came over and made 
me stop what I was 
doing.”

The situation went 
even further.

“Because it was 
a ‘threat,’ I also had 
to talk to [Assistant 
Principal Dan] Gutch-

ewsky,” Akannam said. “Although I didn’t end 
up in trouble, because I didn’t write the e-mail, 
I’m really annoyed that the librarian made such 
a big deal out of an e-mail that she couldn’t even 
have had time to completely read.”

Librarians explain their actions as an issue of 
responsibility.

“Schools computers are there for schoolwork, 
and it’s the job of the staff to make sure that they 
are used appropriately,” Menkhus said.

Signs are posted in the library saying that 
the computers are being observed by Menkhus. 
Nevertheless, some students believe that the 
librarians should inhibit computer activity less 
frequently.

“This is a public building,” Akannam said. 
“And I don’t have a problem with librarians in-
terfering with computers as long as they don’t 
block people before they really know what’s go-
ing on.”

Menkhus sees computer regulation as an es-
sential part of supervision of the library.

“It’s a matter of keeping kids on track,” 
Menkhus said. “We also have to make sure that 
there’s room in the library and that it isn’t too 
loud.”

˛ YIPENG HUANG

Someone’s watching

School computers are there 

for school work, and its the job of 

the staff to make sure that they 

are used appropriately. All work 

done on school computers has 

to be related to school work. 

LUCINDA MENKHUS
librarian 

˛ RACHEL KATZ 

“and to try and make more reporting-
based stories.”

“One of our main goals is to tell the 
story better and we now have a bet-
ter understanding of how to pull the 
story,” Russell said.

Although GNN has benefi ted great-
ly from the efforts of these students 
and Strahan, the impact could have 
been a lot bigger and more effective.

“I am disappointed in only three 
people attending and all three being 
seniors,” Russell said, “because there 
are no juniors and sophomores that 
can help the program with the experi-
ence in the next few years.”

The option for attending the con-
ference is available, and is a great ex-
perience for all students, but the cost 
and location are major drawbacks that 
prevent CHS from participating annu-
ally.

˛ MICHEAL ROOT

SENIORS JAVIER GROISMAN, Justin Ackerman and Tony Russell attend the annual Student 
Television Network National Convention. “We learned a little,” Groisman said, “but we mainly 
saw how other schools were working and that helped a lot.” Since the trip,  Strahan has 
changed parts of the class to echo details that were learned at the conference.  

˛

˛˛

photo courtesy of GNN

photo courtesy Rex Rice
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Amidst the excitement surrounding CHS sports and 
extracurricular activities, many lesser-known clubs be-
come eclipsed.  Among these less-advertised but still 
extremely active clubs is Rocketry Club, sponsored by 
AP Chemistry teacher Nathan Peck.  

Though rocketry is now a popular activity for young 
scientists at CHS, Peck recalls a time when no such club 
existed.

“Rocketry Club is fairly new to the extracurricular 
scene at CHS,” Peck said.  “I actually took interest a few 
years ago, when I received a fl yer about ‘the biggest’ 
rocketry challenge ever, that was being offered by sev-
eral sponsoring agencies. I decided it would be a fun 
activity to pursue competitively.”

Peck established Rocketry Club four years ago, 
when he was approached by a group of students inter-
ested in taking their love of rocketry to a more competi-
tive level.  

“When I read the competition fl yer, a group of stu-
dents took an interest in making rockets and competing 
with them, and I was more than happy to be their spon-
sor,” Peck said.  “This is the fourth year I’ve sponsored 
CHS students in the competition. Each of the prior three 
years we’ve been the best team in the state of Missouri 
and been asked to fl y in the nationals in Washington 
DC.”

In addition to regional competitions, Peck speaks of 
the national high school rocketry competition in Wash-
ington DC.

“There are many teams from almost every 
one of the 50 states who entered the competi-
tion, (close to 1000 schools in year one) and 
they invite the top 100 teams to the nation-
als,” Peck said.  “At nationals, they give away 
over $60,000 in prize money to students, and 
there are a lot of dignitaries from NASA and 
Washington DC in attendance. Also, some of 
the ‘big’ names in rocketry, like Vern Estes 
and Homer Hickam attend to help make it 
fun.”

Junior Zoe Liberman has participated in 
rocketry club since this September, and re-
calls some of its most exciting elements.

“I fi nd Rocketry Club to be extremely 
stimulating,” Liberman said.  “Not only is 
it fun to make rockets and test them before 
competitions, but the actual launching and 
competing process is exhilarating.”

In terms of competition rules, the guide-
lines by which students prepare and launch 
rockets are particularly specialized .

”The rules change for the competition ev-
ery year,” Peck said.  “This year the goal is
to launch a rocket carrying one raw egg to 
an altitude of exactly 800 feet in a take-off to 
touch-down time of exactly 45.0 seconds.”

In addition to his technical abilities as club 
sponsor, Peck is very enthusiastic about rock-
etry. 

“Having Mr. Peck as a sponsor is enjoy-
able because he’s really interested in building 
rockets for recreational purposes,” Liberman 
said.  “This year, he’s helped members of 
Rocketry Club launch rockets for altitude and 
speed records.  He also likes to launch spe-
cialized rockets, such as a rocket made from 
a wiffl eball bat, which actually launched a 
wiffl eball very high in the air.”

Although he takes creative liberties when 
constructing rockets, Peck carefully follows 
FAA guidelines for launches and competi-

Clayton High School has long 
been known for its many interest-
ing elective classes. But there may 
be none so cool as the Rock Climb-
ing classes taught in the Center of 
Clayton.

Physical Education instructor 
Joseph Gamlin teaches two sets 
of classes: Basic and Advanced 
Climbing. Basic Climbing is the in-
troductory class, while Advanced 
Climbing is for students who have 
passed Basic Climbing and want to 
continue taking lessons.

The Rock Climbing classes were 
fi rst offered when the Center was 
fi nished. The Wolfe Family Foun-
dation sponsored the rock wall that 
was included in the Center.

Before Gamlin taught Climbing 
at Clayton, he was an instructor for 
Peak Experience adventure activi-
ties, where he and other instructors 
would take students to Colorado 
for physical education and moun-
tain geology classes.

As the only Climbing instruc-
tor, Gamlin has seen students of all 
types achieve at climbing.

 Eisenberg both strongly rec-
ommend the trip.

Buse had only one gripe, but it 
did not signifi cantly detract from 
his experience.

“We had to room with three 
guys and sleep in the same bed 
as one kid from our school,” Buse 
said. “I did not enjoy sleeping in 
the same bed with Bob Maylack, 
but nonetheless I recommend that 
everyone takes this trip to see the 
rest of the world and leave the 
Clayton bubble.”

Wexelman had no complaints 
about the trip itself, only the 
workload afterward because the 
intense schedule did not provide 
time to the students to study. 

“It is a great experience and it 
broadened my view of govern-
ment, but the trip does not pro-
vide any time to do school work,” 

Rocketry Club blasts off
tions.

“We have to go to Elsberry, Mo., to 
launch since our rockets are big and we
need FAA approval to launch them,” Peck 
said.  “Our rockets look just like military
missiles; I could see the authorities at Lambert (or 
worse, the National Guard outpost) getting miffed if 
we were to launch out of Shaw Park, so we don’t.  The 
contest is fun, but I don’t want to spend time in jail for 
freaking out a commercial airline pilot.”

Aside from the gratifi cation he receives from spon-
soring Rocketry Club, Peck also enjoys other rocket-
related benefi ts.  

“These things catch fi re and make a lot of noise 
and smoke and shoot really fast to very high al-
titudes then parachute back to earth. What’s
not to like?” Peck said.  “Besides, now if 
someone asks me I can tell them that yes, in
fact, I am a rocket scientist.  It’s also kind of like 
NASCAR or Olympic downhill, sometimes things 
don’t always work right and you get to see some
pretty nifty crashes.”

Peck speaks additionally of future competitions 
and goals.

“Our next launch is this weekend, Feb. 18,” 
Peck said.  “After that we have two more launch 
windows.  All of our four teams have to declare and 
submit qualifying launch runs in one of those launch 
dates.  Our goal is to be Missouri State Champions 
again this year and then go to nationals and win mon-
ey and fame for CHS.”

 With the freedom of open campus, also comes 
the worry of how students use this responsi-
bility. However, the “A” Program is designed 
as a solution to remedy chronic “skippers”. 
The “A” Program is a structured closed campus 
program, put in place last year, that is denying 
open campus to select students. 

“The idea [“A” Program] came by a conver-
sation with Mr. Mendelsohn [CHS history teach-
er, Bill] to try to help students to do the right 
thing,” Vice Principal Dan Gutchewsky said. 
“We developed it in response to concern by fac-
ulty and parents for kids skipping.” 

The program was fi nally pol-
ished by Gutchewsky and former As-
sociate Principal Mike Musick. 
Students are placed in the “A” Program when 
they accumulate fi ve unexcused absences in a 
semester. Then if students have no more unex-
cused absences for a three-week period, they 
are released from the program. However, closed 
campus is not the only punishment, students 
are also not allowed in the Center of Clayton for 
that three weeks. 

“I think the biggest deterrent for stu-
dents is not the loss of open campus, but the 
loss of Center privileges,” Gutchewsky said. 
This three-week period in the “A” Program 
may be prolonged for a number of reasons. 

“ I t ’ s 
not a 
competi-
tive ac-
t i v i t y, ” 
G a m l i n 
s a i d . 
“ E v e r y 
s t u d e n t 
can meet 
his own needs.”

“Everyone does that they need 
to do to accomplish their own task,” 
senior and member of the advanced 
climbing class Karen Wong said. 

As students have progressed in 
their ability to climb, Gamlin has 
had to upgrade the diffi culty of 
the curriculum. Girls, in particular, 
have made great strides in climbing 
ability.

“Girls are making a big differ-
ence,” Gamlin said. “A lot of girls 
are really good climbers.”

Climbing is one of the most 
popular physical education classes 
offered at CHS. Due to the small 
space, safety concerns and the im-
mense personal attention, only 10 
students are accepted to each class.

Climbing is not the only part 

˛ RACHEL DICKENS 

Climbing 
class proves 
challenging 
but accessible 
to everyone

of the class. Climbing safety is 
stressed before the students even 
start trying to climb.

“Safety is an important part of 
this course,” said sophomore Bian-
cia Dupre, who took Basic Climb-
ing last semester.

Students are also taught how to 
tie different knots to support the 
weight of the climber.

“Learning the different knots 
was challenging,” Dupre said. “I 
was afraid I wasn’t going to re-
member.”

Climbing is a class that is acces-
sible to all students.

“It’s a good class if you want to 
conquer your fear of heights,” Du-
pre said.

“No matter what type of student 
you are, you can take Rock Climb-
ing,” Wong said.

Wexelman said. “When I got back I 
had a lot to make up so be prepared 
to face a lot of stress and double the 
amount of homework after return-
ing.”

The Close-Up excursion offers 
students interested in government 
and history the opportunity to ex-
plore current events in an enjoyable 
academic environment. 

“The program offers something 
for any highly motivated and inter-
ested student,” Meyers said. “For 
those students that have not taken 
the American Government class, it 
provides a framework for under-
standing the true operation of the 
government. Students already fi n-
ished with the course that go on the 
trip receive enrichment that goes 
well beyond the textbook version 
of government, and they get to see 
what happens behind the scenes. 
All students leave with a greater 
understanding of how the political 

Any student in the program who accumulates 
additional unexcused absences will be placed 
in the “A” Program for an additional week. 
If a student skips or is tardy to the “A” Program, 
they will be assigned to one day of ISS.

“On average, most students do not get 
out of the “A” Program within three weeks,” 
building supervisor Charlie Rallo said. “Typi-
cally, students can’t help themselves to not 
skip again, which elongates their stay with us.” 
Once a student regains their open campus privi-
leges, if they receive three more unexcused ab-
sences they are placed in the program for six 
more weeks, any further absences result in be-
ing instated in the “A” Program for the rest of 
the year. 

The program begins second period and ends 
seventh hour. The students are required to re-
port to the “A” Program for the fi rst 23 minutes 
of his or her lunch period, and are then released 
to go.  For any additional free hours a student 
may obtain, they are required to stay in the “A” 
Program the full length of that period. 

“It’s really not that bad,” senior Jonathan Ev-
ans said. “The people are funny because we’re 
all trouble makers and Mr. Merriweather is fun-
ny sometimes too.”  

Although the majority of students placed in 
the “A” Program are put there due to unexcused 
absences, parents also have the power to request 
their children be put into the program. If this is 

‘A’ program proves to  be successful
˛ ANYA VEREMAKIS

Close up trip proves to be successful

the case, then the student is placed in the pro-
gram for one semester instead of the three-week 
period. 

Although the “A” Program has consequenc-
es, many students feel they are not great enough 
to be taken serious. “There’s no use [“A” Pro-
gram] because people will still skip,” senior 
James Barnett.

“Students don’t care because it’s 
only 23 minutes. Skipping is well worth 
losing 23 minutes of your lunch.” 
Of course the question of how much this really 
helps students comes to discussion often. 

“I would change the program all together,” 
Rallo said. “The students that are repetitive 
skippers could care less either way because 
they are only losing 23 minutes, opposed to pe-
riods away from class, so the crime outweighs 
the punishment. I would give a detention for 
the fi rst three unexcused absences and then an 
additional day of ISS for every skip after that.” 
Even some administrators agree that maybe the 
“A” program needs to be a bit reformed.

“It helps some more than others,” Gutch-
ewsky said. “I would like to make it more 
academic, more like the learning center, with 
access to tutors. We have actually talked 
about integrating with the learning center.” 
Either way, every solution has its kinks. For 
now, with the freedom of open campus comes 
responsibility, or otherwise the “A” Program.

The year-old policy reminds students that the open campus is a privilege not a right.

machine really operations.”
Meyers sees that the experi-

ence assists in the shaping, de-
fi ning and refi ning of students’ 
political ideologies whether lib-
eral, moderate or conservative. 
He has attended the program 
for the last eight years and every 
year he also learns new things. 
Teachers attend workshops to re-
ceive better resources for teaching 
and explaining government. He 
defi nitely supports the program 
whole-heartedly and urges stu-
dents to attend.

“Any student interested in 
current events, politics, law, gov-
ernment, media or history and 
having fun should try Close-Up,” 
Meyers said. “Most students have 
so much fun that they do not real-
ize just how much they are learn-
ing. And it doesn’t hurt that it 
looks really good on college ap-
plications!” ˛

JUNIOR JUSTIN ERHARD climbs the rock wall within the center. The 
class is one of the most popular physical education classes at CHS.

THE ROCKET ON the left will be entered into this years competition. The 
one on the right was the state champion rocket from last year. 

˛ KATIE SMITH

CLOSE-UP, 1

˛

˛

Caitlin Ly

Annalise Shumway Annalise Shumway

Rachel Harris

A STUDENT WORKS on the computer during his time in the “A” program. Students 
usually do not have access to computers but do to an event in the auditorium, stu-
dents were placed in the ISS room

˛
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From a suburb of Bangkok, 
Thailand to St. Louis, Missouri, 
Ping Visuthisakchai traveled thou-
sands of miles across the globe to 
participate in a foreign exchange 
student program. 

In August, 2005, after his plane 
landed in Chicago and he travelled 
by bus to St. Louis, he arrived ready 
to take on new challenges and be-
gin a new, American way of life.

After taking a test with thou-
sands of applicants and going 
through an interview, Visuthisak-
chai was selected to come to Amer-
ica for 10 months with the help of 
American Field Service Organiza-
tion (AFS). As described on their 
website (www.afs.org), “AFS is an 
international, voluntary, non-gov-
ernmental, non-profit organization 
that provides intercultural learn-
ing opportunities to help people 
develop the knowledge, skills and 
understanding needed to create a 
more just and peaceful world.”

“Well, at the time I did not think 
about going to study abroad,”  Vi-
suthisakchai said. “I had no idea 
what it is going to be like and I 
was  scared to leave my family and 
friends. I did not want to go. How-
ever, my mom ‘forced’ me to con-
tinue the process of this program, 
but she let me make a decision 
whether I wanted to go or not.”

Visuthisakchai is now a junior 
at CHS staying with the McGibbon 
family. Bob McGibbon is also a ju-
nior at CHS.

While still pondering about 
whether he wanted to come to 
America, Visuthisakchai went to 
an orientation camp and met many 
AFS program returnees who gave 
him tips on how to cope in a for-
eign country.

After taking advice from his 
mother and talking to more vol-
unteers who joined the program 
earlier, Visuthisakchai finally had 
enough confidence and decided to 
leave his home.

“I think it is a good experience 
to learn another culture by living 
with host family for 10 months. It 
is a good way to learn English and 
discover myself, which are my main 
goals of coming here. I also want to 
prove to everybody back home that 
I can survive in another country by 
myself for 10 month,” Ping said. 

Thai exchange student 
finds second home

In room 225, Rex Rice can often 
be found helping physics students 
with schoolwork, or smelling the 
bundles of chili peppers hang-
ing from either side of his white-
board.

A native south-westerner, Rice 
teaches Honors Freshman Physics, 
Honors Physics, AP Physics and 
coaches CHS’ TEAMS and he loves 
it.      

Rice decided to go into the field 
of teaching math or science when 
he was a junior or senior in college.

“I was studying engineering and 
working at White Sands Missile 
Range in an engineer related field 
and I was also working with lots 
of engineers and I started to ques-
tion if I really wanted to be an en-
gineer because I enjoyed math and 
science, but I also really liked be-
ing with people,” Rice said.  “And 
from what I had seen, engineering 
did not really involve interactions 
with other people. So I started to 
explore other fields that would 
maybe merge my two skill sets.”

Rice turned to teaching, math 
or science of course, and it clicked. 
His schedule is now full of various 
levels of physics classes.

“I really enjoy working with stu-
dents and trying to get them excited 
about science in general, but in par-
ticular, physics,” Rice said.  “I think 
that enthusiasm is contagious. I am 
always genuinely excited about 
physics and I think sometimes that 
can rub off.”   

Rice not only enjoys teaching, 
but he is good at it.  He has won 

Served with 
side of Rice

Although Ping Visuthisakchai’s 
host family does not get financially 
compensated for hosting him, his 
host mom Rebecca Treiman is hap-
py to have him in their home.  

“Our son Bob originally thought 
that he might like to join the pro-
gram and go to another country 
himself,” Treiman said. “How-
ever, he decided not to do this. We 
thought that we might have a stu-
dent from another country come to 
live with us instead. We have trav-
eled quite a bit and we are inter-
ested in other countries, other cul-
tures, and other languages. Also, 
since our older son Joe is now away 
at college who is at Indiana Univer-
sity, we have space in our house for 
another boy.”

During the AFS selection pro-
cess, the McGibbons did not have 
much information about the appli-
cants.

“Ping looked pretty cool,” Mc-
Gibbon said. “I don’t really know 
how we picked him. I guess it was 
fate.”

When Ping first arrived, the Mc-
Gibbons were nervous about meet-
ing him.  To ease the awkwardness, 
Ping’s host family gave him a tour 
of his new home and took him to 
a Thai restaurant in downtown St. 
Louis for dinner.  

“We have gotten to know one 
another well and now Ping is a part 
of the family, just like Bob and our 
other son Joe,” Treiman said.

Adjusting to a new culture was 
difficult. Ping had a hard time 
learning a second language at first, 
especially when it came to taking 
an advanced senior course; AP Cal-
culus BC. However, with a math 
professor who used to teach cal-
culus in college as a host dad, Bob 
and a host mom who corrects him 
in English, Ping gets as much help 
as he needs.

Like any normal teenager, Ping 
had his share of homesickness, but 
his nostalgia healed quickly. 

“Now, I do not miss Bangkok 
that much,” Visuthisakchai said. “I 
did miss my family for the first two 
weeks of school because everything 
was new. I could not understand 
English very well and I also did not 
have many friends at that time. But 
between all the help my teachers, 
friends, and host family gave me, 
everything seemed to be better.”

Though Ping has only been in 

school for a semester, he has made 
some tremendous progress as he 
keeps on trying in his school works 
with perseverance.

“Ping is an outstanding stu-
dent,” English Language Learner 
class teacher Karen Hales-Mecham 
said. “He works hard and accepts 
challenges. Many of his teachers 
have commented on the quality of 
his academic work.”

At the beginning of the first se-
mester, Ping was doubtful of his 
ability to be successful in American 
Literature II. 

However, after Mrs. Hales-Me-
cham encouraged him to try his 
best in the class, Ping worked his 
hardest to do well. If there is a pas-
sage that Ping doesn’t understand, 
he would re-read it and not be 
afraid to ask for the teacher’s clari-
fication until he finally does. 

When Ping has an English con-
ference, he doesn’t get frustrated 
when the teacher points out areas 
he needs to work a little more. In-
stead, Ping gets straight to work 
revising his papers.

“In other words, he does all 
the things good students do,” said 
Hales-Mecham. “I wouldn’t be at 
all surprised if Ping got an A in 
American Lit this semester. Most 
importantly, he will return to Thai-
land with a deeper knowledge of 
American culture and history be-
cause he has been willing to put in 
the time it takes to read literature in 
a second language.”

As Visuthisakchai slowly blends 
in with the American culture, he 
notices many differences between 
it and his own Thai culture.

“I noticed that people here, es-
pecially kids, have much more 
freedom than kids in Thailand,” 
Visuthisakchai said. “They can 
do whatever they want. Kids here 
are more social. They go to friends 
house or somewhere else and hang 
out. Teachers here are more like 
friends. In Thailand we have to re-
spect and obey what the teachers 
say a lot more.”

Besides working hard in school, 
Visuthisakchai used his opportu-
nity to come to America and try 
many new things he never did in 
Thailand.

He relished the taste of new 
food, did rock climbing, skiing, and 
participated in water polo. One of 
Visuthisakchai’s fondest memories 

of St. Louis so far has been being on 
the swimming team.

“I love everybody on my team 
even though we only have nine 
people,” Visuthisakchai said.  
“They make me feel like I am one of 
their friends. They all make me feel 
happy when I swim. I also enjoy 
watching them swim.  My coach is 
really nice and he treat us equally. 
We always share our happiness to-
gether. I like the support from the 
parents. They come to see us swim 
when we have home meets. They 
make me feel like I am home.”

While Ping is grateful for all the 
help people around him have giv-
en him, his host family reveals that 
Ping has also contributed to their 
lives as well.

“In showing Ping life in Amer-
ica, we have had the opportunity 
to do some things that we might 
not have done otherwise,” Treiman 
said.  “For example, we have at-
tended services at several different 

Christian churches to see what dif-
ferent religions are like. We might 
not have done this if Ping were 
not here. Ping brought some Thai 
cookbooks with him and because 
of this, we have tried making some 
new dishes that we would not have 
tried otherwise. We’ve gone to sev-
eral Thai restaurants also. Because 
of Ping’s involvement in water 
polo and swimming, we had gotten 
to know about some great aspects 
of Clayton High School that we 
wouldn’t have known much about 
otherwise. Our family really enjoys 
having Ping here. It is a good expe-
rience for all of us.”  

One of Visuthisakchai’s favorite 
experiences in America has been 
making new friends.

He has found people in this 
country to be very friendly. With his 
group of American friends, Visuthi-
sakchai has had the chance to par-
ticipate in traditional high school 
events such as basketball games 

and the Homecoming Dance.
Visuthisakchai loves his friends 

and he hopes that he can stay in 
their minds and perhaps stay in 
tough after he returns to Thailand.

“I know that when I go back 
home lots of people is going to for-
get me,” said Visuthisakchai. “‘Who 
is Ping?’ I really don’t want it to be 
that way so I have to try really hard 
to make friends so hopefully they 
will remember me.”

While many people around the 
world might now be living the 
American dream, Visuthisakchai 
is fortunate enough to do so. Fur-
thermore, he is very content with 
his experiences in America and has 
found them to be wonderful.  

“I am glad that even though I am 
a little Thai boy, I have a chance to 
explore the world and learn about 
another culture,” Visuthisakchai 
said.  “Meeting friends from all 
around the world is a great experi-
ence.”

Solon Gershman, Inc. is one of the largest commercial real estate firms in 
the St. Louis area.  We have built an outstanding reputation representing 
both buyers and sellers in real estate transactions for over 50 years. We are    
involved in every phase of the Commercial Real Estate process including: 
Sales, Leasing, Tenant Representation and Property Management.

A leading independent real estate company, we provide exceptional      
personalized service, in-depth knowledge of the St. Louis Market, and    
extensive real estate expertise.  Our mission is to enable clients to make     
informed real estate decisions, in extraordinary markets and cultural  
environments.   

7 North Bemiston • Clayton, Missouri 63105  
(314) 862-9400 • www.gershmancommerical.com 

O N C O R   I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

various awards asso-
ciated with teaching 
the subject.

“My most recent 
award is ‘TEAMS 
coach of the year’,” 
said Rice.  “That was 
an honor.” 

 TEAMS are groups 
of 4 to 8 high school 
students that work 
together to solve ex-
tremely difficult math 
and science problems. 

The problems 
posed represent col-
lege freshmen-level 
engineering skills.  
This year one TEAM 
won the competition.

Rice relates his 
success to taking big 
ideas and concepts, 
and breaking them 
down into things students can un-
derstand as well as his love of the 
topic.   

“It’s always easier for students 
if they know they can do it,” said 
Rice.  “I don’t make any bones that 
it (the class) requires you to think 
harder than you have ever thought 
before, but it’s not impossible. YOU 
CAN DO IT.”

“Mr. Rice is a really good teach-
er,” said freshman Caitlin Bladt.  “I 
always feel like I really understand 
the material and that I can get help 
outside of class when I need it.”

Grading papers and homework 
from all his classes which is Rice’s 
least favorite part or teaching, does 
not occupy all of Rice’s time outside 
of school. Rice partakes in several 

other activities when not occupied 
with teaching. 

“I really like woodworking a lot, 
and also playing golf,” Rice said.  
“And I’m really close to getting a 
new motorcycle because I’d really 
like to start doing that again.”

Rice also enjoys listening to mu-
sic, and has a giant collection of 
music which he allows his students 
to listen to before class occasionally.  
It goes everywhere from country to 
Elvis and the Beatles. 

Along with keeping chili pep-
pers in his room and wearing cow-
boy boots every Friday, Rice is a 
very accomplished Western Danc-
er.

“That’s probably something 
most people don’t know about 
me,” Rice said.

˛ TIAN QIU

˛ MEREDITH MCCAY

REX RICE TEACHES during his seventh hour AP Physics 
class. The class is currently working with CASTLE kits.

˛

ABOVE: PING VISUTHISAKCHAI and the McGibbon family pose outside their home in Clayton. Bottom Left: Ping and Bob pose while 
skiing. Bottom Right: Bob and Ping pose for a picture before Homecoming at the beginning of the year. Some of Visuthisakchai’s 
favorite memories of his time in America so far have been spending time with his new American friends.

Caitlin Ly

˛

Physics teacher and TEAMS coach 
Rex Rice makes physics fun and 

interesting for his students.

photos courtesy of Ping Visuthisakchai
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Most teenage girls do not walk 
up to a magazine rack and see them-
selves on the cover. For sophomore 
Elaine Beebe, the opposite is true. 
Beebe is featured on the cover of St. 
Louis Bride Magazine’s spring and 
summer 2006 issue.

Beebe describes the feeling she 
had when she first saw her picture 
on the cover.

“I was shocked,” Beebe said. 
“Mostly, I thought I looked corny, 
but I was still excited to see myself 
on the cover.”

Beebe was not told that she 
would be on the cover until right 
before the new issue was released, 
but she thought the photo on the 
cover was exciting.

“I was with seven other girls 
at the St. Louis Art Gallery down-
town,” Beebe said. “There were a 
lot of windows and the architecture 
[of the building] made it a great 
place to shoot. We shot for two 
days, and I missed those two days 
of school.”

When being photographed, 
Beebe tries to act as natural as pos-
sible.

“Usually, the photographers 
tell me to breathe in and out, look 
natural, relax and not try too hard,” 
Beebe said.

Beebe first began modeling this 
past summer.

“This summer, when I was at the 
St. Louis Bread Co. on Brentwood, 
Mary [Clark] approached me and 
asked if I would be interested in 
modeling,” Beebe said. “It all hap-
pened really fast.”

Mary and Jess Clark, Beebe’s 
agents, and also found Ashton 
Kutcher. 

However, 
before she 
could begin 
m o d e l i n g , 
Beebe had to 
lose weight.

“At first, 
I had to lose 
an inch,” 
Beebe said.

To stay in 
shape, Beebe 
eats healthi-
er food and 
e x e r c i s e s 
regularly.

“I’ve stopped drinking soda, 
and I’m conscious of what I eat,” 
Beebe said. “I play a lot of sports 
and they help me stay in shape. La-
crosse is starting soon, too.”

Mary and Jess Clark help Beebe 
get local jobs in St. Louis.

“Aside from St. Louis Bride 
Magazine, I’ve modeled for Hip-
ster and Dillard’s,” Beebe said.

Aside from fashion shoots, Bee-
be has also done several runway 
shows.

Students with parents as CHS teachers

Sophomore pursues career in modeling
 “I’ve also done three fashion 

shows, two of them recently, one 
for St. Louis Bride Magazine and 
another for local designers, such as 
L’Amour in Chesterfield and Mez-
zanine,” Beebe said. “Three months 
ago, I did a runway show at the 
Pageant. The title of the show was 

‘Fashion 
Bash.’ I 
modeled 
local de-
s i g n e r s 
and also 
c l o t h e s 
by Marc 
Jacobs.”

Beebe 
p r e f e r s 
f a s h i o n 
shoots to 
r u n w a y 
shows.

“I defi-
nitely feel 

pressure from other professional 
models,” Beebe said. “All the mod-
els are stick skinny, even more so 
than normal girls.”

Aside from landing the cover of 
St. Louis Bride Magazine, Beebe’s 
modeling career continues to blos-
som.

“I just signed with Ford in Chi-
cago,” Beebe said.

After signing with Ford, Beebe 
traveled to New York City.

“A week ago, I took a trip to 

New York with seven other girls,” 
Beebe said. “For two days straight, 
we met with a bunch of modeling 
companies, like Ford, Elite and 
IMG.  I’m waiting to hear back 
from them.”

Beebe has had fun meeting other 
models during fashion shoots and 
runway shows.

“I’ve made a lot of friends 
through modeling,” Beebe said. 
“When I traveled to New York, I 
shared a hotel with another model, 
Lucy, and now she and I talk all the 
time.”

Most recently, Beebe has shot an 
ad for a new line of cosmetics.

“I just shot an ad for a new 
makeup line, Kish Comestics,” 
Beebe said.

Despite her success, Beebe does 
not know if she wants to become a 
professional model.

“Right now, I’m modeling as a 
side job,” Beebe said. “It pays well, 
but I don’t know if I see a future in 
modeling.”

˛ REBEKAH SLODOUNIK

˛ UGOCHI ONYEMA 

Most students are free from 
their parents for the duration of the 
school day here at Clayton High 
School. 

But what about those who aren’t 
separated from their parents for as 
long? There are a few people at 
CHS whose parents are members 
of the faculty, and their situation is 
convenient and slightly aggravat-
ing.  

Dr. Ann Barber, the ninth and 
tenth grade guidance counselor, 
has two children attending CHS. 
They have been coming to school 
in the Clayton School District since 
they were in pre-school. According 
to Dr. Barber, the faculty is like a 
second family to her kids.  

“I have to hope that (being 
around the faculty for so long) 

makes them feel more comfortable 
here,” Dr. Barber said. 

For her daughter, Freshman 
Mary Barber, it wasn’t all easy to 
adjust to at once.

“At first I was upset,” Barber 
said. “It was like my mom was al-
ways going to be looking over, and 
you cannot screw up. But when 
I got here, I barely say her, and I 
decided that it didn’t matter. Plus 
she can give me money whenever 
I need it.”

Freshman Maddie Harned, 
whose father is social studies 
teacher Mr. Harned, went through 
a similar experience.

“I wasn’t too excited to have my 
dad here with me,” Harned said. 
“I have to be here at 7:30 a.m. at 
the latest everyday and it’s pretty 
weird when I see him in the hall. It 
was either CHS or Catholic school, 

and I would rather be here than 
at my school even though my dad 
teaches here.”

Having a parent as a faculty 
member can also put some pres-
sure on these students, but Dr. Bar-
ber doesn’t want that for her kids.

“Sometimes I think that there 
may be pressure. I certainly do 
want them to think that way,” Dr. 
Barber said. “There’s bound to be 
times when they feel pressure be-
cause I’m on the faculty here.”

Dr. Barber’s daughter believes 
that there is pressure also, but not 
in all aspects of school life.  

“The amount of pressure is way 
increased in academics,” Barber 
said. “My mom can actually talk 
to my teachers at any point of the 
day. There isn’t really any pressure 
in my athletics, because she really 
doesn’t understand that part of my 

school life.”
One thing that might change is 

the way that the students’ friends 
act around 
their par-
ents at 
school as 
opposed 
to outside 
school.

“I don’t 
think that 
there is 
any way 
that their 
f r i e n d s 
act dif-
ferently,” 
Dr. Bar-
ber said. 
“I don’t know how my children 
would answer, but I really haven’t 
noticed anything different.”

“They call her ‘Dr. Barber’, but 
my mom is really laid back at work 
and after school, so no one really 

acts differ-
ently around 
her,” Barber 
said. 

Both stu-
dents, as 
well as Dr. 
Barber, want 
to let people 
know that 
the students 
don’t really 
get special 
t r e a t m e n t 
from being 
related to 
members of 

the faculty. 
“There really aren’t any special 

privileges that I get,” Barber said. 

I wasn’t too excited to have my 

dad with me. I have to be here 

at 7:30 a.m. at the latest ev-

eryday and it’s pretty weird

when I see him in the hall.

Maddie Harned
freshman

“I can get money when I need it 
and I can rearrange my schedule, 
choose my lunch, my teachers, etc. 
But my grades don’t get boosted 
and my mom can’t control if I get 
into honors classes or not.”

“There aren’t too many privi-
leges that I have that any other stu-
dent doesn’t have,” Harned said. “I 
guess the best thing about having 
my dad as a teacher here is that 
when I’m hungry I can go down 
to my dad’s room and ask him for 
some money to go down to Sub-
way.”

Dr. Barber agrees with her 
daughter and Harned.

“They can always come here to 
ask me for money,” Dr. Barber said. 
“That’s kind of nice for them to be 
able to do. They are pretty much 
treated the same as any other stu-
dent.”˛

˛

A week ago, I took a trip to 

New York with seven other girls. 

For two days straight, we met 

with a bunch of modeling com-

panies, like Ford, Elite, and IMG. 

Elaine Beebe
sophomore

RIGHT: SOPHOMORE ELAINE Beebe 
models for the cover of Saint Louis Bride 
Magazine. Beebe was amazed to see 
herself on the cover of such a widely-
read and prestigious magazine. She was 
humbled by the whole experience. “I was 
shocked,” Beebe said. “Mostly, I thought I 
looked corny, but I was still excited to see 
myself on the cover.”

courtesy of www.saintlouisbridemagazine.com
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Dear readers,
The Globe student newspaper ex-
ists primarily to inform, entertain, 
and represent the student body at 
CHS to the best of its ability.
We are a public forum.  As is such, 
we welcome the voices of all. We 
accept letters to the editor pro-
vided they are signed; under very 
few circumstances will we publish 
an anonymous letter. Due to space 
constraints, we reserve the right 
to edit submitted material.
The Globe is self-funded for all 
publishing costs and offers adver-
tising to all school-appropriate 
businesses. Ads range in size from 
business card to full-page; prices 
vary. Please contact our office for 
more information.
We also remind readers that as 
the 
The Globe is distributed to 
students each month of the 
school year. However, as it is also 
a student-funded production, we 
offer bulk mailing subscriptions 
for $20 a year.  First-class mailing 
subscriptions are also available for 
$30 a year. We find these options 
particularly useful for parents, for 
no amount of begging or friendly 
reminders can compel a high 
schooler to remember to bring 
home a copy.
We also remind students that as 
the Globe is a student publication, 
all compliments, opinions, com-
plaints, warnings, threats, sabotage 
attempts, arrest warrants, and libel 
suits should be forwarded to the 
Globe Office (see contact info 
below), not the Superintendent’s.

--the Globe editors
“We’ve got it covered”

Clayton High School Globe
(314) 854-6668
Fax: 854-6794

globe@clayton.k12.mo.us
Some material courtesy of 
American Society of Newspaper 
Editors/KRT Campus High School 
Newspaper Service.

Winner of NSPA All-American, 
MIPA All-Missouri, Quill and Scroll 
Gallup Award, CSPA Silver Crown

StaffEditorial

Disagree  

Agree

11%
89%

Better cartoons 
than car bombs

If anyone were to doubt the 
power of the free press, now would 
certainly be an excellent time to 
prove him or her wrong. 

A September publication in the 
conservative-leaning Danish news-
paper Jyallends-Posten has recently 
done more than just sparked con-
troversy across two continents - it 
has set controversy ablaze. 

Accusations and death threats 
have spread like wildfire through 
Europe and the Middle East, and an 
Embassy was literally set on fire. 

At least seven protesters have 
died while in demonstration, ex-
tremist religious groups are calling 
for holy war…
all over a series 
of cartoons.

The situation 
is perhaps more 
c o m p l i c a t e d 
than Americans 
can wrap their brains around. 

For us, political cartoons are 
a part of everyday life – popular 
cartoons 
such as 
“Doones-
bury” and 
“ B o o n -
d o c k s ” 
can be 
found ev-
ery single 
day in 
virtually 
any ma-
jor pub-
l i c a t i o n 
from The 
New York Times to The San Fran-
cisco Chronicle. 

Television and radio programs, 
movies, websites, magazines and 
bumper stickers criticize both our 
administration and our culture on a 
consistent, daily basis, openly and 
without fear of persecution. 

But in other parts of the world, 
this freedom is not so rampant.

The aforementioned cartoons, 
which have not 
been widely pub-
lished in the Unit-
ed States, consist 
of 12 different 
caricatures of the 
Islamic prophet 
Mohammed. 

The most controversial of these 
is a drawing of Mohammed with 
a bomb inside his turban. Upon 
hearing of this, Muslims across the 
world erupted in protest. 

According to Islamic tradition, 
it is sacrilegious to produce any 
physical likeness of Mohammed, 
and some of these were particu-
larly insulting. 

In essence, this is not “The Fam-
ily Circus” 
we’re talking 
about here.

We at the 
Globe take 
pride in be-
ing an in-
dependent 
and self-suf-
ficient pub-
lication, and 
with every 
issue, every 
section, ev-
ery article, 
every word, we proudly exercise 
our constitutional right to say what 
we think. 

We do not support any action 
to restrict this right, be it in Fulton, 
Mo., Denmark, or anywhere else in 
the Middle East.

However, we also feel that as 
journalists, we have an obligation 
to fulfill – a duty to our readers, the 
general public, and the school we 
are privileged to represent. 

As written spokespersons for 
the world at large, it is the purpose 
of the free press to expose both 
sides of every story, to tell the truth 
as best as possible, and to provoke 

honest thought amongst a reading 
audience. Because of the immense 
potential placed in their hands, 
we, as a society, expect journalists 
to perform as such in any circum-
stance.

Unfortunately, not all journal-
ists are perfect. (Witness the Jayson 
Blair fiasco at the NY Times in ’03.) 

There will always be the writer 
who says just a little bit too much, 
or the artist who takes too much of 
a risk, or the editor who becomes 
just a touch too lenient in deciding 
what is deemed publishable. 

The editors at Jyallends-Posten 
certainly made this mistake. 

Their publi-
cations, despite 
honest inten-
tions, proved 
offensive, in-
sensitive and 
distasteful. 

Muslims across the world have 
every right to be insulted, and to 
express their disapproval in a be-

coming and 
p e a c e f u l 
manner. The 
newspaper 
has issued a 
public apol-
ogy, and on 
the whole, 
according to 
recent polls, 
the Danish 
people actu-
ally side with 
the Muslims.

The vast 
majority of the Islamic community 
is not blowing up embassies. 

They are not using firearms to 
express their frustration. They are 
not calling for holy war. 

The fault lies in a very small 
group of radical religious and po-
litical leaders, who hold thousands 
of protesters under their power. 

These powerful leaders, taking 
advantage of their influence in the 

Islamic com-
munity, told 
the masses 
that by attack-
ing, they were 
d e f e n d i n g 
their religion, 
encouraging 

it wholeheartedly.  
Nowhere in the Quran does it 

actually say that if you blow up an 
embassy you will earn a place in 
heaven.  

These are the words of the ex-
tremist leaders who are manipulat-
ing their poorly informed follow-
ers. 

The death and destruction rock-
ing the news of late is entirely the 

fault of 
these few 
individu-
als who 
deface a 
fine reli-
gious in-
stitution 
e v e r y 
day. 

A s 
journal-
ists, it is 
our job to 
r e m e m -

ber the enormous responsibility of 
the free press, and the wrath that 
may be unleashed if this responsi-
bility is neglected.

As Americans, it is our job to 
support the free press, even with 
the occasional grain of salt. 

Let us not forget the blessings 
that nearly 220 years of free speech 
have given us, and how, even in 
times of despair, that freedom has 
protected us from corruption and 
held our country together. 

As humans, it is our job to side 
with the peacemakers: those who 
utilize their free speech in a proper 
and nonviolent way. 

Reactions to religiously charged 

political cartoons inspire discussion 

about the limits of free speech.

Starting when I was five, my 
mom and dad would load my 
brother and me into the van 
crammed full of “the necessities” 
and head east. 

The stuffy, hot smell of the van 
in the summer heat accumulated 
as we drove past the Arch (which 
seemed much bigger at the time), 
marking the start of our annual 
family adventure.

On the first of our three-day 
trek to Vermont, my brother and I 
would sit in our respective rows of 
the van, quietly 
drawing, listen-
ing to music and, 
as we got older, 
reading – gener-
ally minding our 
own business.  

My mom sat 
in the front seat 
with a Diet Coke 
and the newspa-
per, one bare foot 
on the dashboard 
while the other 
hung out the win-
dow to soak in the 
summer sun.  

My dad would 
crane his head 
to see the side mirror around my 
mom’s foot, impatiently mumbling 
about the traffic and road construc-
tion.  

Those three-day cross-country 
drives, with the four of us trapped 
inside a stuffy car jammed with 
luggage, bikes and excitement 
would evolve into some of my fa-
vorite memories.

My brother would nag us to 
stop for food and a bathroom break 
while my dad responded with 
grunts and pushed towards the 
next exit. He seemed mad, but we 
knew the thought of golf and the 
Green Mountains only made him 
eager to get there.  

Lunches came from a rapidly 

melting cooler that sat between my 
parents’ captain’s chairs. Turkey 
sandwiches dripped with conden-
sation and apples turned brown 
quickly, but we hardly noticed 
the soggy taste and texture as we 
downed our meals. Each meal put 
us closer to the freedom of Ver-
mont.

My brother and dad would pass 
the time by counting cars of certain 
colors, eventually making a spir-
ited game of it (points allotted for 
different colors – more for trucks).

After a 
while, my 
brother and 
I would get 
bored and 
antsy. Argu-
ments began, 
complete with 
plenty of hair-
pulling and 
shoving be-
fore my dad’s 
booming voice 
threatened to 
“turn this car 
around.” The 
awkward si-
lence that fol-
lowed finally 

broken by my mom’s kind voice 
suggesting that we listen to music.

Dan Fogelberg, Simon and Gar-
funkel and James Taylor were the 
choices – the only three suggestions 
that my entire family could tolerate 
to be blasted across the car stereo. 
Consequently, by the time I was 
eight, I knew all three CDs word-
for-word. They had become some 
of my favorites, although it took 
me a while to admit it.

When we entered Vermont, the 
billboards stopped (illegal in Ver-
mont), but the windy roads began. 
I dreaded the last few hours of the 
trip – or at least my stomach did. 
My mom would try to comfort me 
by feeding me peppermints and 

pointing at scenery out the win-
dow. I know the last few miles 
of Highway 100 by heart – every 
curve, roadside shop and cow that 
leads up to the Commodores Inn 
(and later the Village Green).  

In the parking lot, all four of us 
would leap out of the car. My mom 
would immediately start stretch-
ing, my dad would head towards 
the lobby to check in and my broth-
er and I took off towards the lake 
(complete with paddle boats and 
plenty of frogs to catch).

The other night I decided that 
the usual Nickelback, Dave Mat-
thews Band and country mix was 
not going to be enough to get me 
through my homework. After much 
stalling and scrolling through my 
iTunes playlists, I decided on Dan 
Fogelburg.

The first line of the CD nearly 
knocked me out of my chair; sud-
denly all I could think about were 
the summer road trips that taught 
me to appreciate his music. With 
one song, 10 summers of memories 
came back to me.

That is what I remember. If 
you ask me to describe my family, 
those 12-hour days in the car with 
my mom’s foot blocking my dad’s 
view as he mumbled to other cars 
would be what stands out. 

The distractions of everyday life 
were put on hold in the stuffy van 
as we headed towards a place we 
all love. 

The last few summers have been 
filled with jobs, camp and college 
visits, leaving little time for our 
family trips. But our trips are still 
remembered by all of us, brought 
up in conversation with a reminis-
cent tone. Along the way we saw 
Niagara Falls, the Baseball Hall of 
Fame, mountains, chasms and his-
toric covered bridges.  But what 
matters is that we saw each other 
– packed in the van – moving down 
the road all together.  

The countryside of southern 
Germany is spell-binding even 
from the window of an airplane. It’s 
hard to imagine being enchanted 
by a place thousands of feet below 
you, but when the European clouds 
finally broke and I saw the first red-
roofed town spread 
out under me, I was.  

Last summer, I 
spent nearly a month 
in Germany as part 
of a cultural ex-
change. I lived with 
a host family, speak-
ing German, eating 
local cuisine, attend-
ing church services 
and school.

My group reached 
Tauberbischofsheim, 
the fairy-tale town in 
Baden-Wurttemberg 
which hosted us dur-
ing our exchange, by 
train. As we pulled 
into the station, it was as though I 
had stepped into the dusty pages 
of the Brothers Grimm books my 
grandma used to read to me. All the 
necessary features were present: a 
castle, a cathedral, cobble-stoned 
streets.  And all this in a place even 
smaller than Clayton.

My German host family lived on 
a street that was only a few years 
old.  The houses were new and the 
interiors were sleek and modern.  

The roofs were dotted with sky-
lights and solar panels, evidence 
of the German priority of environ-
mental preservation. But beneath 

the silver solar glass, the roofs were 
red. On the outside, the homes 
matched every other house in town: 
white stucco and red tiles.  

During one of my first eve-
nings in Tauberbischofsheim, I 
mentioned to my host mother in 

my broken German 
how much I liked 
the style of south-
ern German houses, 
how I loved the way 
the two colors, red 
and white, brought 
all the homes to-
gether.  She wrinkled 
her nose and did 
her best to verbally 
communicate her 
response.  Her body 
language said it best: 
she didn’t share my 
sentiments.  

As I came to un-
derstand her better, 
she told me about 

why the houses match so perfectly.  
She explained the building restric-
tions that dictate the color tile used 
for roofs and the shade of paint 
used for the exterior walls.  I began 
to realize how confining it would 
be.  I began to be more skeptical of 
the beauty.  

During my three weeks in Tau-
berbischofsheim, my family took 
me to the surrounding towns, plac-
es with names that took practice 
to pronounce correctly and castles 
that  still housed a royal family.  

At first, each new town would 
take my breath away.  I think it was 

hard for my host family to under-
stand how I could continue to be 
so taken with German architecture.  
They would take me into the pal-
ace and cathedral in every town we 
visited, and while I walked around 
in a sort of disbelieving stupor, 
they would stand at the back, talk-
ing quietly among themselves.  

Near the end of the trip, how-
ever, I stopped being amazed by 
Gothic steeples and ceiling frescoes.  
The red and white towns began to 
blend together into a mass of same-
ness.  The breath-taking beauty that 
had so enchanted me was no lon-
ger breath-taking.  It was mundane.  
When beauty is regulated and man-
ufactured, it loses its magic.  

In southern Germany, drastic 
measures are taken to ensure that 
every town maintains its tradition-
al quaintness. But while Bavaria 
and Baden-Wurttemberg are tour-
ist havens, local residents suffer.  

My German host-sister, who 
spent three weeks in St. Louis with 
me last May, was constantly in awe 
of the open modernity of down-
town Clayton and the diversity of 
the houses on my street.  In Tau-
berbischofsheim, you would never 
find a gray stone house next to a 
beige stucco next to a red brick.    

My host-sister often commented 
that she loved the freedom in Amer-
ica. Usually, I would smile and nod, 
inwardly believing that she was 
quoting clichés from her American 
history textbook.  But three weeks 
in Tauberbischofsheim taught me 
to see the truth in her words. 
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Trip to Germany changes 
views on individuality

Summer road trips bring family 
together, build lifelong memories
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Corrections
- Dylan Cockson was participating in 
interpretation, not debate, on page 7.

- Health Coordinator Doris Smith was 
misnamed as Donna Smith on page 15.
- Assistant band director Kim Shelley’s 

name was misspelled on page 6.

As journalists, we have an ob-

ligation to fulfill -- a duty to our 

readers, the general public and 

the school we are privileged to 

represent.

˛

˛

˛

Their [the editors of Jyallends-

Posten, a Danish newspaper] 

publications, despite honest in-

tentions, proved offensive, insen-

sitive and distasteful.

...Kate Waterbury

Making our MARK...

SENIOR KATE WATERBURY poses with her brother, sophomore Daniel Waterbury, in the Green Mountains of Vermont. Waterbury’s 
annual road trips allowed her the chance to spend time with her family and create lasting memories.  

photo courtesy of Kate Waterbury
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“George Bush is the worst president in 
U.S. history.” “I hate John Kerry.” Neither 
of these statements is unheard of in the 
halls of CHS. They are appropriate, right-
ful expressions of free speech. However, in 
certain areas of the school, at certain times, 
by certain people, these words should not 
be spoken. Teachers, specifically teachers 
of the humanities, have the responsibility, 
for the sake of their students, to keep their 
personal political views out of classroom 
discussion.

Teachers have the responsibility to con-
vey a number of crucial aspects of their giv-
en subjects to their students. 
These include simple facts, 
such as names and dates in 
history, or terminology of cell 
parts in science, along with 
more complex layers of true 
understanding – the causes of 
historical events, or how ho-
meostasis works. But teachers 
also have a deeper and per-
haps more essential mission 
– to teach their students how 
to think.

Decades after graduation, it will be the 
rare student who remembers the role of 
Metternich in 19th century Europe or who 
can solve the more complicated chemistry 
problems. 

However, everyone will have a method 
by which they analyze and interpret infor-
mation. Part of the role of the teacher is to 
refine this ability; to ensure that students 
retain open minds unmarred by prejudice 
and unwilling to take information (partic-
ularly controversial information) on faith.

Instilling such a willingness to ques-
tion may not at first appear easy in the 
classroom, where the student is required 
to trust the teacher for information and 
guidance. However, teachers can promote 
a more inquisitive attitude by a number of 
methods; first, of course, by encouraging 
students to ask questions and then provid-
ing thoughtful answers, and secondly, by 
promoting discussion.

Discussion allows students to bounce 
ideas off of each other and probe different 
viewpoints for their strengths and weak-
nesses; in short, to develop precisely those 
skills which are essential to objectively 
process information.

Different teachers have different meth-
ods of running classroom discussion. Some 
sit back, and let the conversation flow; oth-
ers vigorously defend their own opinion; 
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Dear Clayton High School,
This is Dana Schulman, the girl from 

New Orleans. I’m in school right now in a 
free period, and earlier today my English 
class had a discussion about Katrina and 
our experiences in our temporary cities. 
Katrina is a hot topic for discussion down 
here but, in the month I’ve been back at 
school, none of my classes have actually 
just set a day aside for open forum/open 
discussion about our thoughts on Katrina. 
Well, during our 70-minute class discus-
sion, out of 13 people, I was the only one 
who actually had an amazing experience, 
and I was the only one who actually misses 
where I was for four months. I wanted to 
thank you for that. 

Clayton High School and the whole 

- Northwest coffee kiosk
- Spring sports
- March Madness
- YES office
- Valentines Day
- “Into the Woods”

- Registration video
- Spring cleaning
- Third quarter crunch
- labs
- no snow days
- no Valentines Day parties

Thumbs
Up

Thumbs 
Down

Classes were dragging one dreary 
Thursday afternoon.  The school seemed 
brown and moldy; only half of the lights 
were working properly in the classrooms, 
and they cast a dim, yellowish glow on us 
tired students.  My teachers were talking 
loudly in hopes of jolting everyone to at-
tention and rectifying the situation, but it 
was too late.  Our attention spans had been 
sapped by the claustrophobic, repugnant 
atmosphere in which we were expected to 
learn.  With all the willpower I had, I could 
not force myself to pay the slightest bit of 
attention or apply the tiniest of efforts to 
absorbing the material.  At least three stu-
dents looked like they were about to keel 
over, fast asleep.  

In short, we were not learning in the 
most ideal of environments. 

Unhappily, my predicament that Thurs-
day was not the slightest bit 
out of the ordinary.  The atmo-
sphere in almost all my other 
classes was similar, and I was 
beginning to detest not only 
a class here or there but all of 
my classes.  The very process of 
learning felt dull and irrelevant 
to my life; ever since I entered 
the high school scene last year 
I’ve had a strange, burgeoning 
feeling of boredom.  Never in 
middle or elementary school 
did such a feeling of monotony pervade ev-
ery nearly every single one of my classes.  
I was sick of sitting in a classroom all day, 
every day.  I realized that I was no longer 
getting opportunities to actually experi-
ence the material I was learning; I was sim-
ply expected to swallow the information 
whole, without really getting a chance to 
digest it and figure out what it really meant 
to me and how it applied to my life.  

The school I attended prior to CHS 
was small, private, and Jewish.  My eighth 
grade graduating class traveled to Israel to 
a culmination of a career in Jewish learn-
ing, studying the Torah and learning the 
Hebrew language. For me, the trip was 
a succession of epiphanies, which led to 
the ability to finally appreciate what I had 
learned about my culture, religion, and 
heritage. The difference between studying 
these subjects in a school in Missouri and 
actually experiencing them first-hand was 
mind-blowing. We studied while sitting un-
der olive and fig trees instead of studying 
the biblical vegetation of Israel in a class-
room, half-paying attention and half-wait-

Experience adds excitement 
to traditional education

Letter to the Editor
Former student and Hurricane Katrina evacuee Dana 

Schulman writes about her experiences at CHS.

Monica Lewinsky.  Iraq.  The 2004 Presi-
dential Election.

What do all of these things have in com-
mon?  The liberal media has stripped truth 
away from these events in “reporting” 
their twisted version of the news.

The liberal media is poi-
soning the minds of Amer-
ica’s citizens with its lies 
and misconstructions.  It 
portrays guns as evil, the 
Fourth Amendment as un-
necessary, global warming 
as fact rather than fiction, 
homosexuality as accept-
able, and the fight of con-
servatives for the future of 
America as misguided. 

This leftist leviathan is 
undermining the foundations of America.  
The liberal media, over the past years, has 
repeatedly, rather than to do its job to in-
form the American public, warped the 
truth to serve its own twisted agenda.

Despite having the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal in their hands and having the 
chance to score a major newsbreak, News-
week magazine decided to not break the 

Liberal bias pervades media

Teachers’ opinions do not 
belong in the classroom
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ABOVE, TOP: ORLANDO Igacio removes boards 
damaged by flooding from Hurricane Katrina from 
a home in the Lakeview area of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, December 9, 2005. Above, bottom: 
Bradley and Connie Tompkins take single box of 
saved items as they leave their Hurricane Katrina 
damaged home in New Orleans, Louisiana, Janu-
ary 11, 2006. Left top: Carol Heintz, 46, has lived 
in her Lakeview, Louisiana home since she was 
a child. On Thursday, November 3, 2005, Heintz 
inspects her home which was flooded after Hur-
ricane Katrina forced levees to break near her 
neighborhood. Heintz attempts to salvage what 
she can from her home and is undecided about 
the potential future of rebuilding her home in 
Lakeview. Left bottom:  People take a carriage ride 
along Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
on Friday, October 7, 2005, as businesses try to 
get back to normal in the city’s entertainment 
heart.  

Clayton community made my stay there 
incredible and opened my eyes so much 
to what’s out there outside of the New Or-
leans walls. You see, New Orleanians tend 
to be scared to move, scared of change. As I 
told Mrs. Ryan, the CHS drama teacher, in 
a paper I wrote on the hurricane, New Or-
leans is known for its voodoo and there re-
ally is a voodoo in New Orleans that makes 
people stay: we are stuck in our own little 
world and don’t know much beyond it. 
Hurricane Katrina forced us to change our 
surroundings and forced us to open our 
eyes to new things. In my case, it turned 
out to be a great thing, yet an awful thing. 
I found a home at CHS; the people took me 
in as if nothing had happened (one of my 
fears in going to a new school was that I 
wouldn’t make any friends, or if I did it 
was because they were taking pity on me). 
To tell you the truth, I would much rather 
be up there right now than down here. You 
did so much for me and really helped the 
transition into a new, bigger school go so 
much more smoothly for me. 

I really cannot say in words how much 
the whole CHS community impacted my 
life, in a good way. I have been at my school 
here since kindergarten and it is a very pri-
vate school with a prestigious, rigorous, 
and possibly insane curriculum reputation. 
There are fun aspects but much of the time 
it’s work, work, work. The people in my 
grade haven’t changed very much since 6th 
grade and we actually had the biggest class 
with 115 people. I didn’t know anything 
outside of Newman School, so coming into 

Clayton was a terrifying thing for me, yet it 
turned out to be the best thing. The people 
are incredible (they don’t expect you to be 
something your not), the atmosphere is so 
friendly and so relaxing and just, to be cli-
ché, Clayton was a breath of fresh air for 
me. You have a great school: please don’t 
change a thing. I have kept up with all my 
friends from up there and I really miss it. I 
keep telling my mom that I want to move 
up there. I have family so I have a place to 
stay, and all my friends from CHS have of-
fered their homes to me.  

New Orleans is not the place I left on 
Aug. 28, 2005, and I’m actually a little 
skeptical on whether or not it will ever 
be the same. I got in my car last weekend 
and just drove around the city and took 
some pictures for my school’s yearbook 
(I’m photography asst. editor), and it is the 
most depressing thing I will ever see. There 
are FEMA trailers on every block, trees ev-
erywhere, houses collapsed (or near col-
lapsing), signs everywhere you turn ad-
vertising construction companies.  To put 
it simply, it’s a modern-day ghost town. 
On top of all that, the levees have barely 
been touched other than the patching jobs 
done with sand bags, and hurricane season 
2006 starts June 1 (and it’s predicted to be 
an active one). Scary thought, isn’t it? I’ve 
told my parents already: if a hurricane big-
ger than a category 3 heads toward us or 
anywhere near us, we are going north to St. 
Louis.   I really think that is where I belong 
and just never knew it until now. I found 
myself counting down the days until I came 
home while I was up there, but now it’s the 
other way around: I’m counting down the 
days until I come back up there for Prom! 

So, all in all, thank you so much for 
everything! I am one of very few that can 
honestly say, I loved it where I was and I 
wish I were there right this moment. CHS 
is a very special place and I wanted you to 
know that. Thanks again for everything. I 
really appreciated it and I really miss it up 
there. ˛

-Dana Schulman
New Orleans, 
LA Hurricane Katrina evacuee

and others point out the weaknesses in ev-
ery argument, constantly challenging their 
students to rethink and reconsider their 
own views.

In the interest of teaching students to 
analyze ideas and independently formu-
late their own viewpoints, the latter meth-
od is arguably the best. Playing the devil’s 
advocate actively demonstrates how differ-
ent opinions may both be valid and that no 
one position is ever infallible.

Problems arise when teachers choose to 
take a different course and proclaim their 
own personal views. By doing so, they 

completely alter the balance of a 
discussion. Consciously or not, 
students are naturally more hesi-
tant to take a position against a 
teacher, who is after all not only 
the intellectual authority of the 
classroom but the mediator of 
the discussion. The result is that 
those who hold contrary views 
are either not heard, or, at best, 
are put on the disproportionate 
defensive.

However, such interference 
is only really an issue in classrooms where 
discussion is an intimate part – for exam-
ple, history and English. In math and sci-
ence classrooms, personal opinion is prac-
tically irrelevant in the face of fact. No one 
can argue with a mathematical proof or a 
confirmed scientific phenomenon.

However, in the humanities, interjec-
tion of a teacher’s personal opinion is far 
more harmful because discussion and the 
exchange of ideas – specifically ideas that 
fall in gray areas, where answers are not 
clear and may not even exist – are integral 
components of the class.

The worst error of this sort occurs when 
the topic is politics. Political issues can be 
very personal and highly charged, such 
that when a teacher voices an opinion it 
can have tremendous impact - a tendency 
towards silence in the face of a teacher’s 
disagreement is far stronger when the is-
sue is political because the subject is often 
so touchy. 

The problem, of course, is that politics 
is the very area where open-mindedness 
and unhindered discussion are the most 
essential.

Teachers have as much a right to their 
opinions, including their political opin-
ions, as anyone else. However, for the sake 
of their students, they often also have the 
responsibility to remain silent. ˛

ing for the bell to ring.  We ordered food in 
our semi-comprehensible Hebrew, feeling 
an unfamiliar, surprising drive to improve 
our accents and increase our vocabulary; 
no test could have made us work that hard 
to become more fluent. The seemingly in-
surmountable challenge of reading Israeli 
maps in order to get where we needed to 
go replaced reading and translating mean-
ingless stories from our Hebrew textbooks. 
We explored the countless astounding 
sights of Israel instead of looking at cold, 
detached, two-dimensional photographs 
of them. We received our news from Israeli 
news stations rather than biased and inac-
curate American programs, and we learned 
about the Palestinian-Israeli conflict from 
soldiers who had actually fought in the 
wars. For the first time, my nine years of 
Jewish education really meant something 

to me. No amount of in-class 
lecturing, no photograph, no 
video watched when a teacher 
doesn’t have a lesson plan, and 
no textbook can give students 
the same bounty of knowledge 
that comes from experiential 
learning.  

Too many people regard 
“field trips” like this one as 
trivial.  But I see it differently; 
how can we find our passions 
by sitting in class all day, want-

ing to go home and go to sleep?    Real life 
experiences not only enhance but are essen-
tial to a person’s education, both tradition-
ally academic and otherwise. Information 
might actually penetrate students’ minds 
if they go to the places they learn about in 
history, perform in a grand concert hall, and 
observe the ecological systems they learn 
about in science. What better way is there 
to learn a language than to converse with 
native speakers and travel to foreign coun-
tries?  The importance of these experiences 
can be compared to the labs conducted in a 
chemistry class; if I don’t actually observe 
a reaction with my own eyes, it holds no 
meaning to me, no matter how many times 
I see it written out on the whiteboard in its 
chemical formulas. Once experienced out-
side of the classroom, a topic is immediate-
ly easier to focus on, more fascinating, and 
more relevant to students’ lives.  

In high school, we are so driven just to 
get through the required material and get 
into college that we forget to stop and look 
around. We omit what really matters in the 
learning process, and in life: experience.˛

story and instead hold on to one of the big-
gest items of the decade.  The story was lat-
er broken by Matt Drudge on his website.  
This is unmistakable evidence of the liberal 
media bias.  

A news company, rather than choosing 
to decimate the competition with 
the most striking news story since 
Watergate, chose to instead pro-
tect their fellow liberal and keep 
the truth away from the American 
public. This is but one example of 
the liberal media bias. Despite the 
ongoing reporting of the situation 
Iraq, the coverage is woefully in-
complete.  

While there was unabashed ex-
posure of the Abu Ghraib prisoner 
abuse, there was and continues to 

be virtually no coverage of the progress be-
ing made in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

Though no military draft has come or 
even been suggested by the White House, 
there nevertheless is endless speculation 
on the liberal media outlets on the possibil-
ity of a draft.  

Although the liberal media has an end-
less fascination with body counts and death 

rates, real soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan 
have said that the situation portrayed on 
TV is not representative of the situation on 
the ground.

Sometimes the liberal media skews not 
only the stories on the news, but actually 
fabricates brand new stories in order to fur-
ther the liberal agenda.  This practice was 
especially evident during the 2004 Presi-
dential Election.  

CBS, rather than simply spinning an 
existing story, actually created fake docu-
ments that “proved” that President Bush 
had refused an order to take a physical.  
Fortunately, this act was exposed, but un-
fortunately, stunts like this one are being 
concocted every day in our liberal media.

What can we do?  We can give a salute 
to Rush Limbaugh for his dogged fight 
against those who would hide the truth.  
We can watch Fox News for its fair and bal-
anced reporting, reporting that allows us to 
decide.  

Finally, we can tell the liberal media that 
we will take no more of their crap by no 
longer watching, reading, or believing the 
liberal filth that they have so long tried to 
shove down our throats. ˛

Richard Michael Pruitt/KRT

Nader Khouri/KRT

Chris Oberholtz/KRT

Tom Gralish/Philadelphia/KRT
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Coming out at CHS

Senior Paige Stansen went on a cruise 
thinking she was straight and came back 
knowing she was gay. She spent her 
eighth grade spring break trip through 
Mexico with her extended family and, 
while on the cruise, she  met other teens 

who forced her to reconsider her sexuality.
“I came back from spring break realizing I was 

at least bi[sexual],” Stansen said. “And that’s how 
I started coming out, as a bisexual, which wasn’t 
exactly the case.”

Stansen began telling her friends that she was 
bisexual following her spring break trip.

“Technically the fi rst two people I told 
were the two people who realized [that I was 
bisexual] and shoved it in my face straight 
through spring break, but I started telling my 
friends right when I got back, fairly slowly,”
 Stansen said. “It was really amusing to watch ev-
eryone try and fi gure out who my giant crush was 
when it wasn’t a guy and none of them realized 
that.”

After coming out to her friends, Stansen began 
coming out to her family.

“I told my mom that 
year and, if you ever come 
out to your parents, with 
anything, never go ‘I think 
I might be, “insert ambigu-
ous term here”’ that sort of 
relates to it,” Stansen said. 
“No, you go ‘mom, I’m 
“this.”’ The problem was, 
I didn’t do that, so it took 
a little while before me 
and my mom were really 
clear about the fact that, 
yes, mom, I’m gay. It’s 
okay. She was never really 
bothered. I ended up hav-
ing to tell my brother later 
because even his girlfriend 
knew, so we fi gured he 
ought to know.”

Stansen met with generally positive responses 
from both friends and family alike despite initial 
uncertainty regarding her sexuality.

“[After I came out] a couple of my friends end-
ed up getting in fi ghts over which one I told fi rst, 
which in the end I ended up kind of happy about 
because none of them really cared,” Stansen said. 
“There were some people I lost as friends, but no 
one who was that close. I gained more, actually, 
than I lost. I was surprised that my mom wasn’t 
quite as okay with it at fi rst as I expected. It wasn’t 
that she wasn’t accepting, it was just that from the 
way I did it all, in many ways, it didn’t seem that I 
was even convinced of it. Because of circumstanc-
es like that, it seemed like she wasn’t necessarily 
as accepting. Now, though, we watch gay televi-
sion shows together, gay movies together, and my 
mom’s going ‘aw’ more than I do.”

Another senior, Taylor Jones*, began coming out 
during sophomore year and met with similar reac-
tions from family and friends.

“I started telling my friends [I was gay] sopho-
more year and I told my family junior year,” Jones 
said. “My friends’ reactions were good. It was more 
interest than anything else, [but] my family [didn’t 
react so well] at fi rst. It’s like a change of expec-
tations. All of your expectations for your child are 
changed and you have to re-sort that out and you 
have to re-sort out your own belief system. Before [I 
told my family] they were against gay marriage..., 

but once they started to understand me, it was more a 
misunderstanding than it was anything else, but it’s 
fi ne now. It’s just taken time.”

After coming out both Stansen and Jones have been 
fortunate in that neither have had really negative expe-
riences at school.

“I’m defi nitely a minority, but not in a negative 
way,” Jones said. “[We’re] fewer. You look around and 
you see many African Americans, but you don’t see 
many gay people that you actually know of. It can be 
harder because you don’t recognize certain people that 
are gay because they just aren’t out, but they’re there. 
It’s not anything negative; I haven’t gotten any nega-
tive to-my-face remarks.”

Like Jones, Stansen feels like a minority but has en-
countered few problems as a result. Stansen notes most 
problems come from a lack of knowledge and aware-
ness among students and teachers alike.

“Yes, I’m a minority,” Stansen said. “I’m jointly one 
of the kids who doesn’t have as many problems, but 
I’ve always gotten some s*** in the halls, and I’m one 
of the only students who does, and this year it’s gotten 
worse, not better. Partly because [with a] change in ad-
ministration, students of course are like ‘oh, we don’t 
need to listen,’ but there’s defi nitely a distinct feeling 

of yes, I’m a minority, yes I’ve 
been discriminated against, 
and yes I hear [homophobic 
comments].”

Stansen believes that the 
homophobic comments stem 
from a lack of unawareness 
among students and teachers. 

“The problem is that teach-
ers don’t realize when kids 
are making homophobic com-
ments in class and I’ve sat 
through classes when teach-
ers just didn’t realize what 
was going on, having to listen 
to people gay bashing straight 
through class,” Stansen said.

Principal Louise Losos ac-
knowledges the minority sta-
tus of gay students as well as 

homophobic comments that get unchallenged in class-
rooms and hallways. Like Stansen, Losos attributes the 
comments to lack of knowledge.

“One of the things that – and I saw this at Parkway 
as well – we need to work on educating with our teach-
ers, is racists’ statements don’t go unchallenged,” Lo-
sos said. “A teacher could not use a racist description 
and they wouldn’t allow a student to use it either. But, 
I believe throwing around terms like gay or queer, ‘oh, 
that’s gay’ or ‘that’s just queer’ is not heard. I don’t 
think it’s intentional or that the teacher is promoting 
it or supporting it, but we haven’t raised the level of 
consciousness enough to say you’ve got to stop that. 
A lot of times [when students use the words ‘gay’ or 
‘queer’] they aren’t actually being homophobic, but 
the use of that word is. We need to do work raising the 
consciousness of our teachers to be more aware and to 
intervene, to intercede and to explain to students why 
that is wrong.” 

Losos is hopeful that, with education, homopho-
bic comments will decline and the emotional safety of 
students will improve. She wants the school to send 
a clear message that homophobic comments are unac-
ceptable. 

“The more consistently that message is out there, 
the safer this place will be emotionally,” Losos said. 
“I’m hopeful that people wouldn’t get physically hurt 
here, this is not that type of community, but people can 
get emotionally hurt and that has to be stopped.”

Stansen notes that, despite hearing homophobic 
comments on occasion, her experience at CHS has been 

better than that of some homosexual friends.
Losos believes CHS students are able to have more 

positive experiences than students at other schools be-
cause the Clayton community is so liberal.

“Clayton is a very liberal community and school, so 
it’s very accepting,” Losos said. “I think that this school 
accepts students of every hue: different race, different 
interests and different sexual orientations.”

The Gay-Straight Alliance, commonly called the 
GSA, has worked to raise awareness at CHS. The GSA 
is a national organization with groups in numerous 
high schools around the country and in the St. Louis 
area. Each GSA is independently run and some schools 
have more active groups than others. Clayton’s GSA 
was restarted 4-5 years ago, and its activity has de-
clined this year.

“The GSA was really, really active at the beginning 
of last year and before that when we had an extremely 
active president, and now it is nowhere near that active 
which is slightly because the people in the club, includ-
ing myself, aren’t that active in the club,” Stansen said. 
“But it is a really useful space and it is one of the only 
spaces where you can come in CHS and be completely 
honest with an entire group of 
people about who you are and 
what you think and not have 
anyone judge you.”

The hidden nature of the 
GSA is not necessarily a bad 
thing because of the liberal na-
ture of Clayton’s community.

“Part of the reason we don’t 
have as active of a GSA as, say, 
Kirkwood, is because we don’t 
need as active of a GSA as Kirk-
wood which has so many more 
problems than we do,” Stansen 
said. “If there was serious gay 
bashing going on – and I mean 
like kids getting shoved in 
lockers everyday because they 
were gay – you could go to our 
administration and go to our 
teachers and have the problem taken care of whether 
or not the teachers or administrators personally agree 
with the issue, they’ll protect the students. That’s not 
the case with some other schools.”

Stansen also noted that, while Clayton is a safe 
community for gay students, there is not as large of 
a gay presence at CHS as there are at some other high 
schools.

“I’ve noticed that gay students [at Ritenour, for 
example] are much more out and proud than ours 
are,” Stansen said. “Ten percent of the population is 
gay, one in 20 high schoolers already identify as gay 
or at least as part of some form of the GBLT commu-
nity. You don’t notice that as much at Clayton. The 
seniors are the most out proud class in our school, 
and that’s pretty cool, because I like knowing that 
it’s my grade. But, looking at the rest of Clayton, 
it’s like, who’s left? The most well-known gay guys 
graduated, who’s really there? There’s a couple of 
kids that come to mind, but not a large contingent, 
and not even as large of a contingent as there really 
is in high school.”

Jones echoed Stansen’s comments and noted 
that despite not having a large contingent of gay 
students or problems with gay bashing, CHS pro-
vides support for students in the form of the GSA.

“[CHS] is really good support wise: it’s tremen-
dous,” Jones said. “The only thing is the lack of 
community. There’s not that much gay representa-
tion.”

Losos cites the GSA as a positive place for gay 
students to come and fi nd 
community as well as an 
organization that can raise 
school-wide awareness.

“Statistics show, and 
research shows, that high 
school is a terrible place to 
question your sexual orien-
tation, or to know that you 
are homosexual,” Losos 
said. “I mean, every research 
shows that, so I think that a 
GSA can create a voice for 
those students. [The GSA 
provides] a place for stu-
dents who are gay, or just 
questioning, because they 
can come under the guise of 
being straight to sort of fi nd 
out things to talk about is-

sues and to sort of fi nd support. I also think it can be 
a very powerful organization for educational pur-
poses for the rest of the school community. I think 
they can do a lot to raise awareness of the issues.”

Losos also turned to the GSA when developing 
CHS’ new form and policy for bringing guests to 
dances after a potential problem was brought to her 
attention.

“I had a parent come to me and we changed the 
forms this year for the dance, for the Peppers Prom, 
and I am going to go to the GSA because there was 
some concern since we now ask for the other school 
to sign off and for a parent to sign off,” Losos said. 
“Well, not everyone [gay students might] bring is 
out in their own school or potentially out to their 
parents. So we’ve just created a barrier that we didn’t 
realize. It’s important for that voice to be there to 
say ‘hey, this might not work as well as you want it 
to, here are our concerns’ so we can work with them 
to adjust that and fi nd a way to do that.”

The number of gay couples seen at dances will 
likely increase as more students come out. Several 
students have come out this year which prompted 
some to question whether or not homosexuality 
was becoming a fad rather than a serious issue.

Both Jones and Stansen feel that whether coming 
out has become a fad or not is irrelevant and merely 
an expression of students awareness and personal 
feelings.

“I don’t think [coming out has become] a fad, I 
think it’s just exploring another side of yourself,” 
Jones said. “It’s becoming more aware. People are 
more aware of it now in themselves and in other 
people, and it’s just acknowledgement of that 
awareness instead of hiding it.”

Stansen explains that sexual orientation is a per-
sonal matter that should not be affected by the rest 
of the world.

“I think that [students coming out] shouldn’t 
matter if it’s a fad or not,” Stansen said. “Okay, say 
you like a girl today and you like a guy tomorrow, 
does it matter what you are when? Just follow what 
you want to do. I know some of my closest friends 
are lesbians who spent the summer dating a guy, 
and stuff like that. They get crap from their friends, 
‘you aren’t really lesbian or whatever’ and they’re 
like, that’s not for you to judge, that’s for me. So, 
even if it is a phase, does it matter? They are who 
they are, let them be.” ˛ 

*Name changed to protect student anonymity.

Though progress still needs to be made, life for CHS’ gay minority is becoming 
easier as acceptance, understanding and support grow.

˛ MEGHAN BLISS

I don’t think [coming out has 

become] a fad. I think it’s just 

exploring another side of your-

self. It’s becoming more aware. 

It’s an acknowledgement of that 

awareness instead of hiding it. 

TAYLOR JONES*
senior

Clayton is a very liberal com-

munity and school. I think that 

CHS accepts students of every 

hue: different race, different in-

terests and different sexual ori-

entations.

LOUISE LOSOS
principal
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• 2.8 percent of all males identify as gay
• 1.4 percent of all females identify as gay
• 6 percent of 16-year-olds have same-sex attractions

Percentages from survey published in Time Magazine on Oct. 10, 2005

• 33 percent of teens report that gay students are harassed 
because of their sexual orientation

• 28 percent of gay students drop out of high school because 
of discomfort or fear

• 30 percent of gay students attempted suicide in the past year 
compared to 8.8 percent of heterosexual students

Percentages from Harris Interactive Inc., the nation’s 13th largest market research 
fi rm, in 2005
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State Swimming

Three boys’ swimmers 
have made it to the state 

relay competition

14

Musical Review

The Cappies review CHS’ 
most recent musical, “Into 

the Woods”

24

Hybrid Trend

 Growing environmental 
awareness has led to an 
increase in hybrid cars

16

Rising NFL stars share links to CHS

As young boys, both Derrick Frost 
and Daniel Connelly would watch 
NFL games. As high school fresh-
men, both began playing football. 
Frost, two years Connelly’s se-

nior, attended CHS, while Connelly played for 
Marquette, but both boys followed similar paths 
to college football and, ultimately, to the NFL. 

“I began to be friends with Larry Frost when 
he was Clayton’s football coach because he 
recognized Daniel’s skill and asked me how 
we could get him to come to Clayton,” CHS 
English teacher and Daniel’s mother, Mary Beth 
Connelly, said. “But there was no way: [Daniel] 
liked Marquette. Derrick and Daniel also have 
the same agent which I got the name of through 
Coach Frost.” 

Neither boys played on middle school foot-
ball teams, but Daniel Connelly often played 
touch football with neighborhood kids. 

Derrick Frost, however, grew up playing soc-
cer until he decided it was not physical enough 
for him. 

“The skills in soccer helped him become 
a punter and kicker because of the soccer ball 
drills,” Derrick’s father and Kirkwood foot-
ball coach Larry Frost said. “He also learned 
how to quickly stop and start. He had a lot of 
strength.”

In high school, both boys received attention 
from recruiters as they excelled on the fi eld. 

As a senior, Derrick 
Frost was named to the 
all-Metro and all-state 
team. He averaged 41.7 
yards punting during 
his high school career. 

“His kicking was 
very good his senior 
year,” Larry Frost said. 
“Both his senior and 
junior year he made a 
50-yard fi eld goal. He 
also kicked 15 fi eld 
goals, including two of 
50 yards or more.” 

Also the Derrick 
Frost’s junior and senior year was memorable 
due two record wins aqanist rival Ladue.

“My junior and senior year we beat Ladue,” 
Derrick Frost said. “No Clayton team had done 
that before.”

Although the Marquette football team was 
not often in the news, Daniel Connelly made the 
most of his position on the team.

“As a high school team we were never good,” 
Daniel Connelly said. “We were never in the 
playoffs. Sophomore year I moved up to varsity 
for the last three games. It was a big deal. Junior 
and senior year I was all-conference, all-district 
and metro offensive line and defensive line. I 
was shocked to be named all-district and all-
metro. They are all top honors.”

Both boys were offered scholarships at their 
respective schools.  At Northern Iowa, Derrick 
Frost punted 104 times for 4,388 yards for a 41.2 
average and with a long of 75. At the end of his 
career at Northern Iowa, he was ranked third in 
the league in punting with a 39.2 average and 
35th in Division I-AA. 

“Northern Iowa was the only school that 
gave me a scholarship.” Derrick Frost said. “It 
was a partial scholarship the fi rst two years and 
a full scholarship my junior and senior year. I 
went there because they wanted me. They show 
how much they want you when they offer a 

CHS hockey team conquers, heads for playoffs
This year’s hockey season goes way beyond 

the thrown punches and the pepper spray that 
unfortunately it may be remembered for.  It may 
even go beyond the impressive 17-2-1 record the 
boys put up, although that certainly shouldn’t 
be lost.  

This team was 
about respect, homey.  
Street cred.  Putting 
Clayton on the hockey 
map in St. Louis.  To 
prove that CBC and 
the like aren’t the only 
teams out there.

“Clayton hockey 
and other teams like 
us never really get the 
respect we deserve 
because of our size 
and because we can-
not compete with the 
CBCs of the world. So 
we felt that putting together a good season that 
we could show people that we are talented,” se-
nior captain Ben Root  said.

And show ‘em they did.  Clayton may have 
even shown themselves a little bit.

“We just wanted to have a winning record 

MEMBERS OF THE CHS hockey team huddle to celebrate a win over Ladue on Jan. 27.  The team 
headed into the playoffs with a record of 17-2-1 in the regular season. After losing to Parkway West in 
the Challenge Cup, CHS moved on to the Wickenheiser where they tied Webster 1-1 in the fi rst game 
of a three-game series and then won over Webster Groves on Feb. 17, allowing them to advance.

TOP: JACKSONVILLE JAGUAR guard 

Dan Connelly tackles an opponent in 

the recent season.  Although Connelly 

did not graduate from CHS, his mother 

is English teacher Mary Beth Connelly. 

Left: Dan Connelly poses for his NFL 

mug shot (top), along with CHS graduate 

and Washington Redskin Derrick Frost. 

Bottom right: CHS graduate Derrick 

Frost punts the ball for the Washington 

Redskins.  After graduating CHS and 

attending college, both Connelly and Frost 

earned themselves spots on NFL teams.  

From the Back Field

JACK McCLELLAN

CHS spor ts: 
something to 
cheer about

used with permission from the Washington Redskins

used with permission from the Jacksonville Jaguars

photos courtesy of www.nfl .com

Sarah Powers

scholarship.”  
Although Mizzou and the University of 

Illinois heavily recruited Daniel Connelly dur-
ing his junior year, both schools failed to offer 
him scholarships. Daniel Connelly was even-
tually offered a scholarship from Southeast 
Missouri State. 

“Southeast Missouri State was close to 
home,” Daniel said. “It was my best offer. They 
play Division 1-AA football there. My mom 
went to my games for moral support. She was 
always there watching and I knew that. ”  

Mary Beth Connelly would often drive to 
Cape Girardeau to watch her son play.

“I am his biggest fan,” Connelly said. “It was 
nice for him to play in a local conference so I 
went down to see him every weekend. I offered 
emotional support. It was nice to know that he 
was attending a college where academics were 
stressed. The football team has study nights in 
the library. The NFL also helps the players pur-
sue their dreams outside of the game and pro-
vide funds for college.”

As Derrick Frost’s high school football coach, 
Larry Frost often provided moral support on 
and off the fi eld. 

“I have tried to guide him in the right direc-
tion,” Larry Frost said. “I would always answer 
his questions. I also always made sure that he 
got professional help. He worked with a na-
tional agency that focused on kicking and punt-
ing. This allowed him to work with Ray Pelfrey 
who used to play for the Green Bay Packers. The 

agency helped [Derrick] a 
lot.” 

Since high school, 
Derrick Frost has ma-
tured on the football fi eld, 
learning to look past bad 
punts and remain silent 
instead of having out-
bursts on the fi eld.   

“He takes every-
thing pretty seriously,” 
Larry Frost said. “He is 
the perfectionist type in 
both sports and class. He 
has worked through his 
imperfections and ma-

tured.” 
As a Northern Iowa senior, Derrick Frost 

turned to God because his playing was lacking.
“I was playing not well and had a lot of an-

ger,” Derrick Frost said. “I  let God take over and 
put trust in him. I know he has a plan weather 
it be football or something else. Right now God 
wants me to play foorball.”

After graduating from Northern Iowa with 
a degree in economics, Derrick Frost pursued 
the NFL and has been on a few teams’ rosters. 
In 2005, Frost played 14 games and logged 76 
punts for 3,074 yards. His average was 40.4 yards 
with the longest being 55 yards. He pinned 23 
punts inside the 20-yard line for the Washington 
Redskins in 2005. He recently signed a two-year 
contract with the Redskins. 

 “Punters move around a lot,” Larry said. 
“They are usually with four teams if they con-
tinue playing. When they change, it is more of a 
business transaction, not a lack of ability.”

When Derrick Frost was with the Baltimore 
Ravens he was able to play in the fi rst four 
games because the veteran punter was injured. 

“I was able to use that time to show the other 
NFL teams that I was not only good but had con-
stitancy,” Derrick Frost said. “Usually only vet-
ern players get to play in the games because they 
are trusted more. I was lucky that I was able to 

show that  constitancy early.  I know some guys 
eho are still waiting to be picked up by a team.”

Unlike Frost, Connelly has only played 
for one team: the Jacksonville Jaguars. He 
was signed by them as a free agent last April. 
During the off-season, the Jacksonville offensive 
line coach worked with Connelly individually, 
which was a deciding factor in his decision to 
play for them.

“Not many earn the chance to play for the 
NFL,” Connelly said. “I went for it. It had been 
a dream of mine but you also need ability to get 
there. [The Jaguars] may not be a great team 
that’s in the news every week, but I wanted to 
be able to play. I also felt comfortable with the 
coaching staff that I had met in my individual-
ized workout.” 

Although the NFL looks glamorous on tele-
vision, Mary Beth Connelly recognizes that her 
son and other players have real responsibilities. 

“Some students of mine are impressed that 
my son is in the NFL but you have to be emo-
tionally, mentally and physically able,” Mary 
Beth Connelly said. “They are only paid 16 
weeks a year and can be dropped at any time. I 
am glad that they are given chances to give back 
to the community. They are good men and not 
just hotshots.” ˛

Some students of mine are 

impressed that my son is in the 

NFL, but you have to be emo-

tionally, mentally and physically 

able.

MARY BETH CONNELLY
English teacher

˛ ANNALISE SHUMWAY

It’s been a busy month in 
sports, both at Clayton and 
abroad.  The Olympics are go-
ing on, but I am sorry, I just can’t 
get excited over that.  Happening 
across an ocean, with sports that 
I will never relate to (short-track 
speed skating?), I just don’t see 
what the hubbub is about.  I 
can’t seem to muster the patriotic 
pride that it takes to root on an 
American sky-jumper.  

Oh well, at least it happens 
only once every four years.

On the home front however, 
things have been more exciting.  
We are nearing the end of the 
winter sports season, and that 
means playoffs and state compe-
titions.  

While the sport that normally 
draws the most attention in the 
winter, boys’ basketball, wal-
lows in (and this may be gener-
ous) mediocrity, the girls’ team is 
amazing.  

Did you check the score line 
versus Brentwood.  100-11. Maybe 
I will write that again.  100-11. 
Absolutely unreal.  Amazing. 
Unbelievable. Not to mention un-
merciful. I didn’t think that high 
school basketball teams scored in 
the triple digits, or were held to 
one basket from single digits for 
that matter.  I am still wondering 
if it is all a joke.  The only ques-
tion that remains is whether con-
gratulations is in order.  On one 
hand, it certainly was an incred-
ible victory, and a quite a state-
ment for a team looking to make 
some noise come Districts.  On 
the other hand, however, at some 
point, Coach, you need to call off 
the dogs.  No one needs to win by 
90, but even more importantly, no 
one needs to lose by that much.  
So congratulations, I think.

Hockey has also put together 
a superb season.  Going 17-2-1 
in the regular season, the team 
made it to the Challenge Cup this 
year, a tournament that Clayton 
is usually not good enough to 
compete in.

Clayton also has several 
swimmers who went to State.  
Steven Garrett, Paul Orland, Alex 
Phillips, Ping Visuthisakchai all 
competed in the tournament.  

And trust me, I was on the 
swimming team for one whole 
day, and it was one of the hardest 
things I have ever done.  Well de-
served props for the four swim-
mers.  While none of the swim-
mers won their events, making it 
to state is certainly accomplish-
ment enough.

And that brings us to wres-
tling.  Clayton’s team is send-
ing one of its members to State; 
Devin Stine, who also made the 
tourney last year, is looking to 
improve on his fi nish.  

In a sport that does not re-
ceive much attention, Stine has 
thrived.  Even when the team 
did get some coverage, we at the 
Globe focused mostly on the two 
girls on the team. 

Stine hasn’t gotten the recog-
nition that he deserves. To watch 
him wrestle is pretty impressive.  
This could be completely off base, 
since when I watched one of the 
matches, I understood nothing 
that was going on. 

But it seems to me like [Stine] 
is an unconventional wrestler. 
He certainly moves around more 
than anyone else, but that could 
be just because he is normally 
winning so handily.

There is a problem, however.  
Stine recently injured his ankle, 
and is not sure if he is going to be 
able to wrestle at State.  Hopefully 
he gets better and is able to go.  It 
would be a disappointment not 
only to him, but also to Clayton 
as a whole if he is unable to at-
tend the meet.

So, who cares about the 
Olympics really?  Not I.  I won’t 
lose sleep over Apolo Anton 
Ono or Bode Miller.  Skiing is a 
vacation, not a sport.  Lets just 
wait two years until the summer 
games, so we can watch some 
sports we’ve all actually heard 
of.  Until then, there is plenty go-
ing on around Clayton to keep a 
sports columnist happy.  100-11 
(sorry, I just had to say it again.) 
100-11.

and do well in the Wick,” Root said.
The Wickenheiser Cup, or the Wick, is the 

tournament for, not to put it softly, the second 
tier teams in the area, and the post-season fate of 
most Clayton hockey teams.  

To do well in the Wick is an accomplishment, 
no doubt, but its like, you know there is that 

other level out there you 
haven’t touched.  Well, 
in exceeding their expec-
tations, Clayton reached 
out and grabbed that oth-
er level.

That other level is the 
Challenge Cup, and it may 
as well be called the Cup, 
because everyone who 
is anyone plays there.  
CBC, Desmet, SLUH all 
call the Challenge Cup 
home.  Its the big dance 
of high school hockey in 
St. Louis, its the real par-
ty.  And this year Clayton 

came crashing.
“To get a higher seed means that the seeding 

committee thought we were good enough to be 
playing the bigger schools, and that meant a lot 

Clayton hockey....never really 

gets the respect we deserve be-

cause of our size and because 

we can’t compete with the 

CBC’s of the world.

BEN ROOT
senior captain

HOCKEY, 14

˛ JACK MCCLELLAN

˛
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Junior Becky Simington’s passion does not 
include a jersey or helmet or cleats.  In fact, some 
would argue that Simington is not a “true” ath-
lete.  But watching Simington’s dedication and 
love for dance proves otherwise.

Simington began dancing at the age of two, 
looking to her cousin as a role model.

“I think the only reason I wanted to start 
dancing was because my cousin did,” Siming-
ton said. “I thought it was the cool thing to do 
because she was into it. Actually, I had to beg my 
parents to sign me up for dance classes – they 
didn’t think I would stick with it.”

Almost 15 years later, Simington continues to 
spend her time pursuing ballet, tap, jazz, pointe, 
lyrical, and modern dance.

“Until last spring, I would spend probably 
about 10-15 hours a week dancing, sometimes 
more,” Simington said. “Last spring I broke my 
foot and since then it has been really difficult to 
get back into the same regimen.”

Despite her injury, Simington finds many 
ways to dance.

“Instead of spending all my time dancing 
– which would be bad for my foot – I started 
teaching younger kids, three to five year olds, 
and five to seven year olds,” Simington said. 
“Now I focus more on school dancing and cheer-
leading and I teach on Saturday mornings.”

Teaching younger children has given Siming-
ton a new perspective on the art of dance.

“I have so many great memories of dancing 
when I was little,” Simington said. “It’s also re-
ally different to be teaching than actually danc-
ing, you have to open up a whole new side of 
yourself. Things that you learn to do subcon-
sciously when you dance, you suddenly have to 
be able to verbalize and explain to the younger 
kids. It has made me a lot more aware and ap-
preciative of my dance.”

In addition to dance outside of school, Sim-
ington has been a leader on the CHS cheerlead-
ing and POMS squads. Simington initially joined 
both freshman year in order to get involved in a 
school activity.

“I was a new student as a freshman, and I 
wanted to be a part of something at CHS to meet 
people,” Simington said. “I was really nervous 
about all the new people, and I almost didn’t join 
because of it. In the end, a close friend convinced 
me to join anyway. I ended up meeting some of 
my best friends on the squad – they helped me 
get used to the new environment.”

One of Simington’s favorite memories is the 
CHS squad’s experience at state in 2004.  

“We went to Kansas City for a state competi-
tion, and it was the first time Clayton POMS had 
ever done that,” Simington said. “We ended up 

Recently, as if to ensure his position as Ath-
lete of the Month, junior Ping Visuthisakchai 
made it to state in the 200 medley relay, 100 free 
and 400 relay. Visuthisakchai has been on the 
water polo team and is now on the boys’ swim-
ming team. Despite his great contributions to 
both the Clayton teams, Visuthisakchai won’t 
be returning to CHS, as he is foreign exchange 
student from Thailand. (See related story in the 
people’s section.) 

In Thailand, Visuthisakchai said he had been 
swimming since the age of five. There are a lot 
of differences between how swimming practices 
and the teams are run at Clayton and in Thai-
land. 

“Wally is a nice guy,” Visuthisakchai said. “He 
cares a lot about us and treats everyone equally.  
Dave [the water polo coach] played with us, 
talked with us and had fun . . . In Thailand, I’m 
not the best swimmer so my coach doesn’t pay 
as much attention, he expect as much.”

This is a big change from his position as one 
of the best swimmers at Clayton.

“He’s an amazing swimmer,” said junior 
Charlie Klein, who is also on the swim team.  
“These practices are nothing like Thailand, but 
he works like nobody’s business.”

Wall Lundt, Clayton’s swim coach agreed.
“He motivated them [the other players] to 

the point where they tried to keep up with him 
and did better.”

In Thailand, Visuthisakchai said a lot of his 
friends swam before school for two hours and 

Making varsity as a freshman 
in any high school sport, is a big 
feat. This year, Diane Martin and 
Mary Barber had the honor to be 
the “frosh” of the girls’ varsity bas-
ketball team.  They have both been 
playing for years, and have gotten 
to the point where they were cho-
sen to be young leaders for the up-
coming years of this team.

Coached by Barry Ford, this 
year’s team is doing extraordinarily 
well.  With a record of 16-5, the girls 
have secured their opportunity for 
a chance at winning districts.

“Our biggest goal is to win the 
next few games before districts 
against Brentwood, Ladue and 
John Burroughs,” senior captain 
Whitney Bruce said. “We want to 
move one step at a time.  Our cur-
rent goal is to win districts, which 
hasn’t been won since 1988.  From 
there, we want to just move as far 
forward as is possible.”

Although winning districts 
may seem remote, it seems to be in 
reach for this team. They have been 
working extremely hard and learn-
ing how to play with one another.  
Though it may have taken a while 
for everyone to get used to the 
other players, they have embraced 
the team aspect, knowing what the 

In a span of weeks, we saw the unthinkable occur twice. 
Kobe Bryant made worldwide headlines scoring 81 points 
against the Toronto Raptors on Jan. 22. However, it is less 
well known that Epiphanny Prince dropped 113 points on 
Feb. 3.

Prince, a high school student from New York state, had 
29 points in the first quarter, and accumulated 58 by half-
time.

In a postgame interview, her coach, Ed Grezinsky, said 
that he felt as though Prince had a legitimate chance to 
break the high school single-game scoring record of Cheryl 
Miller, who hit for 105 points in 1982.  Miller was an All-
American at USC, and is the sister of former NBA superstar 
Reggie Miller.

Prince is one of the most highly touted players in the 
class of 2006, and her previous high this season had been 
51 points. It would seem as though Prince’s extraordinary 
game would have produced congratulatory remarks and 
jubilation.  

However, the final score was 137-32, and this raised 
eyebrows as to Grezinsky’s decision to leave his star in the 
game once it was out of reach.

The opposing coach in the game was highly critical of 
the Grezinsky. “She didn’t earn this,” the coach said.  “It 
was like picking on a handicapped person.” As I’ve heard 
people conversing about Prince’s feat, a common response 
after hearing the final score is, “No wonder she scored so 
much, the other team was horrible.” But if you stop and 
think about it, even if the opponent was not very talented, 
113 points is still incredible.

Seeing Bryant score 81 was amazing, but NBA games 
are 48 minutes long. There are 32 minutes in high school 
basketball games.

Many believe that Prince’s performance is second only 
to that of Lisa Leslie in 1990. Leslie reached the century 
mark with 101 points at halftime, but the opposing team 
refused to show up for the second half.

The part of Prince’s feat that concerns me is that, through 
no fault of her own, her amazing performance is now tar-

Dancing: Becky Simington

Swimming: Ping Visuthisakchai

nished.
This type of performance is so rare, people should cher-

ish it for what it is worth. The most points I’ve ever wit-
nessed a single person score in a game is 54. Every time I 
looked up, the player was scoring again. This was in fourth 
grade. For Prince to have surpassed that total by halftime in 
a high school game is mind-boggling.

Grezinsky may be a villain to some people who hear 
about this game, but despite embarrassing the opponents, 
he was doing what a coach is supposed to do: look out for 
his own team. 

Perhaps he violated some sort of respect issue, but if 
I were in his position, with a player as gifted as Prince, I 
would have certainly been inclined to do the same thing.

Even if Grezinsky’s team were up against a weak op-
ponent, who knows what that sort of game could do for 
a team’s confidence.  When they play a team that is much 
tougher, they now might have an edge.

Earlier this season, in a match-up between the two best 
prep players in the nation, Prince and Christ the King 
standout Tina Charles, it was Charles who hit a shot at the 
buzzer at Madison Square Garden to defeat Prince’s ball-
club.

Moreover, Prince’s performance should be justified as 
her working hard to accomplish a goal, to obtain the single-
game scoring record.

At least some of the media gave her ample credit. One 
headline the following morning read, “Hey Kobe, top 
this!”

Perhaps the most astonishing part was the way in which 
she did it. When Bryant hit for 81 points, he attempted 20 
free throws, making 18 of them. Prince went to the free 
throw line just once, and shot a miraculous 54-for-60 from 
the field.

Some outlets reported that Prince was simply “bored” 
with basketball so far in the year. I don’t believe boredom 
makes a star player go on such a rampage. Whatever hap-
pened to never quitting?

As little children we are all told to never quit, whether 
we are winning or losing by a large margin. Perhaps Prince 
was doing just that.

other players will do in every pos-
sible situation.

“We have played together for 
years,” junior starter Adira Weix-
lmann said. “Knowing how each 
other plays, everyone’s strengths 
and who we should get the ball to 
[is really helpful]; we basically just 
know what other people will do.”

After getting second place in the 
conference tournament and losing 
to Berkeley in two tough games, 
the team has realized that they 
weren’t able to handle the pressure 
well enough.  Realizing their fault 
and expecting the pressure, they 
know what to do in order to move 
forward in districts.

Although the freshmen are not 
yet the foundation for the team, 
they are trying to get as much ex-
perience as possible, while con-
tinuing to learn from their fellow 
upperclassmen teammates.

“It’s a good challenge and I learn 
a lot from all the upperclassmen,” 
Martin said. “They show me what I 
need to improve on to perform well 
at the varsity level.  My game has 
really improved by playing with 
them.”

The experience that the players 
get on varsity is completely differ-
ent then junior varsity.  They have 
to experience playing the game as 
well as the intensity and serious-

ness of varsity. The foremost reason 
for their being on varsity is so that 
they will be the key players of the 
future team.

“Diane and Mary are crucial to 
the program in the future, being 
young, good, experienced play-
ers that will be around for years to 
come,” Bruce said. “It’s nice that 
they get to play both Varsity and 
JV, getting a feel for both teams and 
learning a lot.”

Although the current district 
tournament is the most important 
issue at hand, the future of this pro-
gram is also something to look at.  
CHS can expect big wins from this 
team currently as well as in years 
to come.

Athletesofthe Month

after school for two hours.
“Swimming is a big sport in Thailand,” Vi-

suthisakchai said. “Everyone swims.” 
Things work differently there, as well.  They 

don’t have meets between two schools, like Clay-
ton does.  Instead, every season all the schools 
get together and have one big meet.  In addition 
to swimming, Visuthisakchai likes to play bad-
minton, ping pong, and basketball.

Visuthisakchai says he knows he wants to 
play a spring sport, but he’s not sure which one 
yet.  However one thing is for sure; whatever 
team he decides to play for, he’ll be a valuable 
asset to.

taking second place for one of our routines. It 
was an amazing experience.”

Simington saw the trip to Kansas City as a 
chance to introduce CHS to a higher level of 
cheerleading and dance.

“Most of the schools at the competition are 
really dedicated to their dance squads. They 
work out together year-round,” Simington said. 
“Even though CHS wasn’t quite at that level 
yet, it gave us something to look forward to and 
work towards. We all saw how good we could 
be.”

As a co-captain this year, Simington tries to 
use that excitement and inspiration to help her 
peers grow into a cohesive, talented group of 
dancers.

“At the beginning of the season, the captain’s 
design all the dances and are mostly in charge,” 
Simington said. “But by the end, the whole 
group designs dances and we just make sure the 
little details are taken care of. It’s such a team ef-
fort, you can really see us grow together.”

POMS co-captain and junior Tashara Earl 
appreciates Simington’s contributions to the 
squad.

“In both cheerleading and POMS, [Becky] has 
a lot to say,” Earl said. “If she thinks something 
doesn’t look right or has an idea of something 
that will look better, she isn’t afraid to say it, and 
she says it in a positive way without bringing 
other people down. That’s an important quality, 
and brings our team together really well.” 

Simington hopes to minor in dance in college 
and pursue dancing in her future.

“Dancing is a big part of me and always will 
be,” Simington said. “I want to dance for my 
school in college, and someday I want to open a 
dance studio of my own. I would like to be able 
to teach others and give them the same experi-
ence and memories that I have had.”

Player’s high-scoring game overlooked

˛ KATE WATERBURY 

˛ BEN WEIXLMANN 

˛ SARA RANGWALA 

to us,” Root said.
Respect.
But back up.  Why weren’t the 

Hounds shooting for the Challenge 
all along?  Why were the pre-sea-
son goals so modest?

“I wouldn’t call the goals mod-
est, but to tell the truth I wasn’t so 
sure what kid of team we would 
have,” Root said.  “We lost a lot of 
talent last year.”

But talent isn’t everything, es-
pecially in St. Louis high school 
hockey, where many of the best 
players have commitments to club 
teams that come before the high 
school team, causing them to miss 
key games.  

That was the story of the Clay-
ton team last year.  

Players such as Tom Janney, and 
the Baron brothers Zach and Max, 

Freshman players gain experience by 
playing at girls’ basketball varsity level

often weren’t there when the team 
needed them most.

This year, however, the focus 
has been more on the team, less on 
the individual.

“We came together and played 
more as a team and the wins just 
followed,” Root said.

That team first attitude has paid 
off in spades.  And although the 
team lost in the first round of the 
Challenge Cup to a strong Park-
way West team (in a hard fought 
two-game series), the Challenge 
losers feed down into the Wick, and 
Clayton certainly has to be counted 
among the favorites in the lower 
tournament.  

And what would a Wick win 
mean to Clayton hockey?

“An excuse to celebrate,” Root 
said.

And, to be sure, some  more re-
spect. 

Hockey Hounds make playoffs

Sarah Powers

SENIOR EDDIE RENSHAW celebrates after he scores a 
goal in the first play-off game against Parkway West.

˛

˛

˛

˛

˛ PHILLIP LEVINE

HOCKEY, 13

˛

FRESH-
MEN 
MARY 
BARBER 
and Diane 
Martin 
are vital 
members 
to the Var-
sity Girls’ 
Basketball 
team.  Fu-
ture teams 
will benefit 
from their 
experience 
playing 
at varsity 
level.

Caitlin Ly
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˛ MIA HARLAN

While many CHS students see their siblings walking through the halls 
at school, there are a few students who see their siblings at school not in 
the hallways, but at the preschool in the quad.

“When my sister Sophie was born I was 11,” Junior Jacob Fish said. “I 
see her at the pre-school on campus all the time and I try to visit her every 
once in a while.”

Last year junior Allyson Golden had the same experiences.
“My brother John was in pre-school last year and sometimes during 

my lunch I would stop by,” Golden said. “One time I read a book to his 
class, but I mainly I just said hi to him.”

Junior Becky Simington also enjoys bonding with her younger sister 
Kaitlyn, despite the age gap.

“Kaitlyn loves music, so we sing and dance together,” Simington said. 
“Movies are also a favorite. My favorites are Disney moves, and she likes 
those too, but her favorite movie is Veggie Tales Silly Songs which is also 
a lot of fun. She’s always down in my room playing with my ‘girl stuff’ 
because that’s something she can’t find in her brother’s room. She tries to 
have sleepovers a lot, but my parents usually veto that idea.” 

Other students with much younger siblings agree that their much 
younger siblings are fun to be around. They see themselves not only as 
older brothers and sisters but also as mentors for their young siblings.

“I take my brother Isaac to play basketball which is a brotherly thing 
to do,” Fish said.  “But I am also who [Isaac and Sophie] look up to and I 
have to teach them wrong and right choices.”

Junior Amy Richman also enjoys guiding her brother David and tak-
ing care of him. “[My brother] is starting kindergarten and he wants me 
to take him to his first day,” Richman said. “I don’t think I could ever do 
anything that would make him not love me. That thought is heart warm-
ing to me.”

Simington agrees that she also provides more guidance to her 19 month 
old sister Kaitlyn because of the large age gap, than to her brother who is 
much closer in age with her. “When I was growing up with my brother we 
were growing up together,” Simington said. “So we had a lot of special 
things together. We played outside together, we played school, and Hal-
loween was our special time, my grandma would always make elaborate 
costumes and we would always dress up together and go trick or treating. 
There aren’t as many things like that with Kaitlyn because my relationship 
with her is more nurturing than it ever was with my brother, but I love 
them both the same amount.”

From the beginning, students have felt connected to their siblings and 
the large age difference has helped them enjoy their younger brother and 
sisters.

“It was much different when John was born than when my sister who 
is only three years younger than me was born,” Golden said. “I barely 
remember learning about becoming an older sister, and I don’t think I ap-
preciated it as much because I was so young. With John however, I was 
very happy when I found out about him and I remember him as a baby 
much more clearly than I remember my sister.”

Other students felt the same way.
“I was really excited about having a sibling,” Fish said. “When Isaac 

was born I was especially excited because I was the only child for eight 
years, and I had always wanted a sibling.”

Simington agrees, and although she was shocked to learn about her 
sister, she was also very excited.

“[When my mom told me] I was like ‘Are you kidding me? You’re 
pregnant?’” Simington said. “I was really shocked and surprised and a 
little upset at first because figured it would change our entire family, but 
now I’m so happy we have her. I had always wanted a little sister and she 
is just so much fun.”

A new sibling will not only affect students now, but their decision for 
the future change as well.

“It’s really important to me to be as close with her now as I can because 
when I leave for college we won’t ever live together again,” Simington 
said. “She’ll only be three and I don’t remember anything from when I was 
three so I feel like if we aren’t close now we’ll never have a real chance. I’m 
now looking into colleges closer to home because I don’t want to live way 
too far away from my sister when she’s growing up”

Sometimes having a much younger sibling can be hard.

“It has its up and downs,” Richman said. “Sometimes it is difficult be-
cause I have to baby-sit on Friday nights, but it usually ends up being fun 
and cute because we dress-up like pirates. Overall I love my brother and 
I’ve gotten closer to my family, but I do see the difficulties which are why 
in some ways it is the best form of birth control a parent could offer his or 
her child.”

Other students agreed that at times it can be hard to have young sib-
lings.

“Sometimes it is tough,” Fish said. “It’s harder to concentrate at home 
because of the many distractions that take place when having crazy five 
and eight-year-olds running around the house, but I can deal with it.”

Other students have had difficult changes in their lives because of their 
sibling young sibling.

“The worst part is that my curfew is now earlier because my parents 
are more tired on a regular basis and they don’t want to wait up for me at 
a later time and they’re afraid I would wake the baby up,” Simington said. 
“To allow for more space in our house, I moved downstairs to the base-
ment guest bed room, my brother moved into mine and my brother’s old 
room was turned into a bigger nursery. Our house is messier now because 
it’s extremely hard to stay on top of what a toddler gets into.”

Overcoming the small difficulties and added responsibilities that arise 
from younger siblings is essential because of how gratifying they can be.

“Although it can get hectic around the house, I enjoy Isaac and Sophie 
a lot,” Fish said. “It’s almost as if they look up to me and I’m their best role 
model. The best part of having siblings is that the age difference is so large 
that when I have kids of my own it’ll be as if I’ve already experienced kids 
growing up.”

Other students agree that despite the sometimes hard parts, overall a 
younger sibling is extremely rewarding.

“John goes to bed early so after 8 p.m. my family has to be quiet if we 
are upstairs,” Golden said. “If I have friends over on the weekends it gets 
hard to stay quiet.  We also spend a lot of time taking him to the zoo and 
other places we would normally go if I didn’t have such a young brother, 
but it is really fun to be with him. I am so lucky to have a brother, he is 
enjoyable to be around and a lot of time he says such cute, funny things.”

Simington agrees that although her sister has changed her family, she is 
also enjoyable to be around.

“My sister did change my family, but for the better,” Simington said. 
“Now instead of everyone running around like me to dance class, my 
brother to karate my parents to work and then when we get home going 
straight to our rooms, we see each other more often, she kind of made my 
family slow down a bit and she has made my parents seem younger too. 
Also, we go to my grandma’s house at least once a week so my grandpar-
ents can see Kaitlyn, which I love it makes me feel like our family is closer 
than ever before. I also get to see my other grandma more often because 
she sits for Kaitlyn two days a week.”

Richman agrees that her brother has made a huge, positive impact on 
her life.

“I thought I would hate baby-sitting, but we have so much fun,” Rich-
man said. “I feel so much closer to my family. It’s like my brother came 
into my life just as my family was falling apart, and he brought us back 
together. Now my brother has to eat at a certain time, so we have dinner 
together rather than everyone eating separately.”

Overall, students with much younger siblings appreciate them greatly 
and they have changed their lives in profound ways.

“At this point I can’t imagine life without Kaitlyn,” Simington said. 
“The best part is that my sister is so much fun to be around, she’s adorable 
and funny, and just makes my entire family happier in general.”

“Can you tell what each other 
are thinking?” “Which one of you 
is the smart one and which is the 
pretty one?” “When you wake up 
in the morning, how do you know 
if you’re your sister or not?” “Are 
you identical?” “Have you ever 
looked in the mirror and thought 
you were your sister?” These are 
just a few of the numerous ques-
tions that twins all over the world 
answer each day. So, what are the 
answers to these questions, and 
what is it really like being a twin?

In this year’s freshman class, 
there are a whopping number of 
five sets of twins (which means 10 
people who live each day in twin 
hood.) Although many people 
imagine twins in the stereotype 
way of two semi-annoying people 
who look exactly alike, dress the 
same, and talk at the same time, in 
reality, twins can be very different 
people.

“We don’t really have the 
same interests,” freshman Katie 
Poplawski said. “But we share 
tastes and have mostly the same 
friends.”

While some twins seem to be 
at opposite ends of the rainbow at 
times, others do share many things 
in common.

“We pretty much have the same 
interests,” freshman Tracy Einstein 
said.

Lots of twins seem to have com-
mon likes and dislikes, but in dif-
ferent and varying ways.

“We share a lot of interests,” 
freshman Becky Poplawski said. 
“But she’s a vegetarian, and I’m 
not. And I’m an atheist, and she’s 
Christian.”

Obviously some twins, who are 
not same-sex, do not share as many 
interests, according to freshman 
Kate Wheelock, who has a twin 
brother, Brigham Wheelock.

“He’s a boy,” Wheelock said. 
“So our personalities are way dif-
ferent.”

Today, being twins is becoming 
more and more “trendy.” From the 
Olsen twins to “The Parent Trap”, 
twins are now a popular story de-
tail, and are often cast in many films 
and television shows (although this 
is sometimes because they’re twins, 
and not because they’re good ac-
tresses.) 

According to an article first pub-
lished on www.webmd.com, the 
number of twins born since 1980 
has increased by 37 percent, which 
means that 100,750 babies have 
been born as twins.

“I like being a twin,” Becky 
Poplawski said. “You’ve always 
got someone to gripe to.”

Like many other twins, Tracy 
Einstein agrees with Poplawski 
that overall, the good things defi-
nitely outweigh the bad.

“You always have someone to 
talk to and hang out with,” Tracy 
Einstein said. “And you cover twice 
as much ground.”

Cute. The best friends twin sen-
timent seems to apply to most of 
the freshman twins.

“We can help each other out,” 
Katie Poplawski said. “We’ve al-
ways been really good friends, and 
I know I can tell her stuff without 
worrying.”

“It’s like your best friend, but 
anything that you wouldn’t be able 
to say, you can say it,” freshman 
Siobhan Jones said.

Others who are not twins also 
agree that twins are fun.

“I like twins,” freshman Jacob 
Waldman said. “When one is mad 
at you, you can go hang out with 
the other one.”

Most twins seem to think that 
they’re closer than regular siblings, 
because of the tiny age gap.

“I think you’re closer, because 
you know more about their school,” 
Katie Poplawski said. “You know 
more about their experiences. That 
makes us closer.”

Becky Poplawski agrees with 
her sister in that, as twins, they are 
closer than they would be if they 
were just regular siblings.

“Just because we have so 
much that we do together,” Becky 
Poplawski said. “We have school 
and classes together.”

Becky Poplawski also said that, 
although she and her sister are not 
identical, they are often thought to 
be so, and of course are mixed up 
all the time. She said that now, the 
mix-ups don’t bother her.

“I don’t mind anymore,” said 
Katie Poplawski. “It’s not really 
their fault.”

Tracy Einstein said that it de-
pends on who the person is, and 

how long they’ve known each 
other.

“If they’re a really good friend, 
then I get sad,” said Tracy Einstein. 
“But if they’re new or something, 

then I don’t mind.”
And now for the real reason 

why you’re reading this story: are 
twins telepathic?

“Of course,” Einstein said.  “It 

depends,” K. Poplawski said.  “Yes, 
of course,” Wheelock said.  

“If she ever hurts, I usually feel 
it in my knuckles,” B. Poplawski 
said.

˛ RHIANNON JONES

Students delight in the company of young siblings
Though uncommon, a number of CHS students are living with brothers and sisters of young ages. 

The students find it heartwarming to act as mentors for their much younger siblings.

JUNIOR JACOB FISH and younger sister Sophie enjoy a rousing game of Twister. Although Sophie is much younger than he is, Fish interacts with her often.  He sees he at the on 
campus pre school several times a week.  Fish is among several CHS students to have a sibling with such a large age gap.

Laura Tetri

Life as twin provides companionship, enjoyment

LEFT: FRESHMEN LISA and Tracy Einstein give each other a hug in the quad. The Einsteins, unlike the Wheelocks and Poplawskis, 
are identical twins. Top Right: Juniors Babe and Zoe Liberman stand outside their respective lockers.  At school they enjoy each 
other’s company. They are good friends as well as close sisters. Bottom Right: Freshman twins Becky and Katie Poplawski enjoy 
pursuing similar interests in terms of academics and friends.

CHS twins reflect on the benefits and disadvantages of 
their exceedingly specific living situations.

Kate Waterbury

˛

˛
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Many people may not know it, but the first 
hybrid car was not Toyota’s wildly popular Pri-
us, it was actually Honda’s small and relatively 
unknown Insight. 

Although the Insight still today has the 
best gas mileage of any hybrid car, hybrids re-
ally only became popular with the release of the 
Prius in 2000. Ever since then, Americans have 
fallen head over heels in love with hybrid cars. 

With a waiting list for every hybrid at basi-
cally every dealership in the country, all the 
other automakers have been scrambling to catch 
up with Toyota and Honda to get a share of the 
promising new market. However, more and 
more people are asking: what is it that makes 
these hybrids so popular, and how do they 
work?

The three cars that are arguably the most 
popular hybrid cars are the Toyota Prius hybrid, 
and Honda’s Insight and Civic hybrids. These 
three cars are, to be perfectly honest, a bit odd. 
They definitely look odd, and even the name 
Prius sounds odd, raising the question as to why 
anyone likes them. The answer is (as it is with 
any true love) that it’s about what is inside that 
counts, not the outside. 

There are three main reasons why people 
buy hybrids: first of all, to save money on gas; 

CHS students can always be 
spotted in the newest trends. How-
ever, these trends don’t necessarily 
include the most recent fashions.

Vintage has made its way back 
on the fashion scene, and has held 
its spot for quite some time. The 
full-throttle return of thrifty en-
sembles came early last fall.

Models hit the runaway again 
this fall, strutting flashy denims 
and simple “old” tees.

“My friends and I love buying 
the really cheap t-shirts,” senior 
Sarah Murphy said. “Then we can 
afford to buy the pricey jeans we 
like. In the end it all balances out.”

Murphy isn’t the only CHS stu-

Most students here at CHS have about six or seven 
classes a day.  However, an ambitious few choose to 
load up their schedule with eight full periods of class-
es.  

Even those who do not have such rigorous sched-
ules at CHS are often worked to near exhaustion.  
Thus, it might seem almost a miracle of strength and 
will for those who tackle a full school day with no free 
periods.

However, often these students who load up their 
schedule are able to not only do well in their classes, 
but also to actively participate in extracurricular ac-
tivities.  All this adds up to a “very busy schedule,” 
according junior Yipeng Huang.  So why do they do 
it?

“It’s about cost/benefit,” Huang said.  “Taking the 
classes I like is worth the busy schedule.”

“Students just get a lot of excitement during regis-
tration,” college counselor Chat Leonard said.  “They 
want to do everything.  However, it’s not always a 
good idea.  Students need down time.”

Students who experienced having no free periods 
obtained this knowledge first-hand.

“I did a lot of homework and it wasn’t much fun,” 
junior Zoe Liberman said.

Though weighed down by coursework, students 
who have a full load can still find time for social ac-
tivities with some good time management.

“There’s always time to hang out with friends out-
side of school,” sophomore Cameron Davis said.  “I 
can usually handle the work.”

Though just a regular load of coursework is heavy 
for many at CHS, those with a full schedule of classes 
seem to do just fine under stress.  Nevertheless, these 
kids do handle a considerable amount of homework.

“If I don’t think about it too much, it doesn’t both-
er me,” said Davis, who does three or four hours of 
homework per night.

“I actually don’t have that much homework,” 
Huang said.  “My biggest source of homework is from 

Honors American Literature.  The essays in that class 
take me a long time to write.”

In addition to missing out on time to finish up 
classwork, those who do not have a free period also 
have the obvious constraint of having to cut down on 
social time.  Thus, Leonard persuades her students 
not to try to tackle a full load.

“It’s generally not a good idea,” Leonard said.  
“Students lose out on social time, time to finish up 
some homework, and really just a time to unwind and 
take a break.”

Students who have had the personal experience 
seem to agree.

“Yeah, I got really hungry a lot and I was pretty 
cranky sometimes,” Liberman said.

However, the students who have a full load of 
classes seem to think that the rigorous workloads are 
definitely worth it.

“Though sometimes there’s a lot of work, I like 
music and it’s better for me not to have to cut my fa-
vorite classes,” Davis said.

However, students are not alone when they choose 
to take on a full load.

“If you talk to teachers about your situation, they’ll 
understand and make a few allowances for you,” said 
Davis.  “During the musical or the fall play, which 
had late practices, talking to my teachers helped a lot.  
Still, sometimes I just didn’t get everything done, and 
that’s okay.”

Of course, having no free periods is still no walk 
in the park.  

So is having no free periods good?  It really de-
pends on kind of the student a person is.

“Having no free periods isn’t a good idea for ev-
eryone,” said Leonard.  “It depends on the students’ 
personalities.  Students need a balance, though.”

For those who want a block of time during the day 
to hang out with friends, a free period is an ideal time 
to do so, but for others who are willing to dedicate the 
time and the energy to a full schedule, a free period 
just won’t fit.  Ultimately, whether to completely do 
away with free periods depends on the student. ˛

Ambitious students handle 
overloaded schedules
˛ JIM AN 

secondly, to help the 
environment with 
lower pollution emis-
sions; and thirdly, a 
combination of the 
first two reasons.  All 
these reasons have to 
do with what is under 
the hood.

Hybrid means a 
combination of two 
different things, and 
hybrid cars are a com-
bination of gasoline 
combustion power 
and electric power. 

The Toyota Prius, 
the most popular hybrid, uses a patented sys-
tem called Hybrid Synergy Drive. The basic idea 
is that the car has a small gasoline engine and an 
electric motor, and the car can run on either just 
the gas engine, just the electric motor, or a com-
bination of both to make more power. 

Along with this, Hybrid Synergy Drive uses 
three other revolutionary ideas: regenerative 
breaking, engine shut off, and engine battery 
charging. 

Regenerative breaking uses the friction cre-
ated when a driver uses the brake to stop the 
wheels, to recharge the batteries that run the 

electric motor. 
Engine shut off is a system in which the gas 

engine shuts off when the driver comes to a full 
stop so it does not waste gas idling, then, when 
the driver starts up again, the car runs on only 
the electric motor to avoid the time needed to 
start the gas engine. 

The engine battery charging is a system 
where when the driver is driving solely on the 
electric motor, or occasionally when idling, the 
gas engine acts as a charger for the batteries. 

The result of all these  systems is dramatically 
increased fuel economy (the Prius gets an EPA-

estimated 55 miles per gallon combined high-
way and city), and severely reduced pollution 
emissions (the Prius gets an eight out of ten on 
the EPA’s pollution scale while the Toyota Cam-
ry, a non-hybrid, gets a six out of ten).

Hybrids seem to have it all, as they are eco-
nomically and environmentally friendly. 

At the Detroit and Los Angeles Internation-
al Auto Shows new hybrids were shown in all 
shapes and sizes, and companies are pledging 
to have 250,000 new hybrids a year on the road 
by 2010. It looks like the future is going to be 
greener, and not just in terms of less pollution.

Hybrid cars: 
environmentally, 
economically sound

Models such as the Toyota Prius and 
Honda’s Civic and Insight are gaining an 
increased market share, mainly because 

they save gas and are better for the 
environment than normal cars.

˛ JON IGIELNIK 

dent to find this trend exciting. The 
search for unique articles of cloth-
ing has got many students rum-
maging.

“I was just going through my 
dad’s closet, when I found a load 
of his old clothes. I thought it was 
pretty cool. “ junior Zander Kane-
field said. “Hidden in the back of 
the closet were all the things I’d 
been spending money on. I found 
tons of stuff I already liked. [He had 
a lot of] Polo and Lacoste [stuff].”

While many students are finding 
the return of vintage to be finan-
cially beneficial, others are finding 
the style comforting.

“I like the fact that vintage is now 
so popular.” junior Rachel Dickens 

said. “ Even better, although the 
style is frequented, it is still possi-
ble to look different and be [looked 
upon] as an individual.”

Those who seek and find “real” 
vintage get the satisfaction of hav-
ing extremely rare clothing.

“I like knowing I have some-
thing that is [essentially] one of a 
kind,” Murphy said.

“You can spend from a [fraction] 
of a dollar to hundreds, but the feel-
ing is the same.”

Many are finding vintage as a 
way to express themselves. Often 
the popular t-shirts, sold at area de-
partment stores, mean a great deal 
to the consumer.

“I like wearing the name of my 

favorite bands,” Kanefield said. 
“Instantly people know what type 
of music I’m into, what I listen to.”

While the distressed graphic 
tees from Nordstrom to Macy’s 
(previously Famous-Barr), some-
times imply certain entertainment 
interests, not all of them mention 
bands or groups.

“I go for what looks cool. I es-
pecially like [snagging] those shirts 
with unique forms of media.” Dick-
ens said.

A major plus for the trendy has 
been the accessibility of the stylish 
items.  

Within the metropolitan area are 
many vintage hot spots, featuring 
unique and classic apparel,

˛ CHELA COLVIN

KRT Campus

Students express themselves through vintage clothes

THE NEW HONDA Civic 
was the first hybrid car 
placed on the market. 
Hybrids have started to 
be popular due to rising 
gas costs.

Some of the favorite thrift shops 
around town  are Hullabaloo, Retro 
101, Alice’s, Goodwill and Rag-O-
Rama. Treasures of all kinds can be 
found in these nearby places.

St. Louis’ own shopping experi-
ences include new stores and shops 
with newer versions of the old 
school apparel. Lucky Brand, Urban 
Outfitters and H&M all feature clas-
sic motifs. 

Murphy highlights the fun of 
truly shopping for old and comfy 
threads.

“ I think the best vintage comes 
from the true thrift stores.” Murphy 
said. “There’s nothing like finding 
your favorite t-shirt at Goodwill, for 
less than two bucks.” ˛

SARAH MURPHY HAS a collection of 
vintage t-shirts from a variety of tourist 
attractions and bands alike. 

Caitlin Ly

˛
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Several times a day, CHS junior Rebecca Levy 
logs onto her MySpace account, according to 
MySpace, to view profiles, connect with others, 
blog, rank music, and much more. 

The problem with this phenomenon of 
MySpace which is literally sweeping the world 
is the “much more” part of their advertising 
campaign.

“I got MySpace this summer,” Levy said. “A 
bunch of my friends from camp were getting it 
and it was another way for us to stay in touch.”

Currently, there are over 40 million users of 
MySpace. Their accounts are jumbles of diary 
entries, photo albums, favorite movies, details 
on one’s sexual preferences, and the occasional 
nude photo, phone number, or even home ad-
dress.

“I put photos up and left comments for my 
friends before I deleted my account,” sophomore 
Marta Toczylowski said. “It’s kind of creepy that 
everyone can look at my profile.”

MySpace’s’ open policy invites sexual preda-
tors to prey on young, unknowing, and naïve 
MySpace users. All over the country, stories of 
teenage girls being sexually assaulted by men 
they met over the internet have surfaced. CHS 
students may think they are immune to these 
dangerous people, but they are not. 

Although MySpace claims to monitor all ac-
tivity, their efforts are obviously futile.

“I have only been approached by bands 
wanting me to listen to their music,” Levy said. 
“They tell me about things going on with the 
band and upcoming shows. I also only approve 
friend requests of people I know and I don’t 

It is common knowledge among 
all CHS students that it can at times 
be extremely difficult to find a 
place to either study or complete 
homework. Almost every student 
has that one special place which 
they use for work or study.

“I can basically study any-
where,” junior Jack Altman said. 
“But I prefer to study in my room. 
It’s my safety zone. It keeps me 
away from the computer, televi-
sion, and my parents.”

The computer has recently be-
come a huge distraction to study-
ing all around the community. 
With the inventions of AOL Instant 
Messenger and Facebook, students 
are easily distracted during after-
school hours. 

“I think I’m addicted to Face-
book,” senior Daniel Limbert said. 
“It makes my room almost impos-
sible to study in because of my 
computer.”

“I hate Facebook,” senior Ben 
Root said. “I will never get one be-
cause they’re stupid and I have to 
do homework.” 

Root is just one of many kids 
who prefer to do homework instead 
of play around on the internet.

“I found my special place to 
study,” Root said. “It’s in my room, 
of course. I set up a nice lamp and 
than get my pens and pencils ready. 
Then I begin to do my homework.”

Although Root does his home-
work in a very organized and 
planned-out way, that doesn’t seem 
to be the norm at CHS.

“I tend to do my homework 
in the school library,” senior Max 

Altman said. “It’s a great place to 
socialize, do your homework, and 
study up for the big tests. It’s a 
great place to study, but the librar-
ians need to lighten up a little.”

Librarians have been cracking 
down on talking a lot this year, and 
this could be a reason for the lack of 
students utilizing the library.

“I can’t even say one word 
in that place,” sophomore Em-
ily Owen said. “It’s a “shhh” here 
and “shhh” there. “Shhh’s” every-
where. It drives me crazy.”

The lack of being able to con-
verse leads Fisher and others to 
study at the local Starbucks located 
at Wydown and Hanley. The cof-
fee shop gets great attendance after 
school and at night from busy CHS 
students. It also is a great place to 
study with other students rather 
than study alone.

“I studied at Starbucks a lot over 
finals,” sophomore Elaine Beebe 
said. “It’s a good place to have a 
study session with other students 
in your class and I have trouble fo-
cusing when I’m by myself.”

Not only does Starbucks provide 
a great studying atmosphere, but 
students can also fuel themselves 
with coffee and other foods for an 
extra studying boost.

Starbucks is utilized during 
most before finals as students 
would rather study for big tests in 
a group rather than alone.

Nevertheless, although Star-
bucks is liked by most students, 
others don’t get why it’s so great.

“It’s a place to drink coffee, not 
study,” junior Courtney Cross said. 
“There is a lot of talking going on 
and it’s not very comfortable. The 

An age-old question: who are 
better, girls or boys? From sports to 
academics to the arts, who is win-
ning in the battle of the sexes? Who 
is the best at CHS? 

One of the most controversial ar-
eas is sports. The rumor has always 
been that men are more physically 
fit than women. 

That rumor is, like most rumors, 
wrong, as is obvious from looking 
at the most popular sport this sea-
son, basketball. 

The boys’ team has won nine  
games and lost 15. The boys’ lead 
scorer, Cameron Hicks, averages 16 
points a game and is the third lead-
ing scorer in the St. Louis area.

The girls’ team has won 18 
games and lost five. The girls’ lead 
scorer, Barissa Ford, averages 17 
points a game and is the fourth 
leading scorer in the St. Louis area. 
The girls’ team lead scorer averages 
more points than the boys’, and the 
girls’ team has won more games 
than the boys’.

“I think that if we played the 
girls we’d beat them…” Hicks said. 
“I’m not saying they’re not good, 
but it’d be different because we’re 
bigger and stronger than they are.”

“Boys are physically bigger and 
stronger,” Ford said, “but it doesn’t 
mean they’re more talented or ath-
letic.” 

Moving from the brawns to the 
brains of CHS, academic classes 
that are offered at CHS are some of 
the best in the city. The AP classes 
are hard 
and only 
the elite 
can han-
dle them. 

H o w 
m a n y 
elite girls 
are there 
and how 
m a n y 
e l i t e 
b o y s ? 
T r a d i -
tionally, 
math and 
s c i e n c e 
were male-dominated, but things 
have evened out.  

AP physics now has 11 girls and 
12 boys, while AP/BC calculus has 
12 girls and 11 boys, 

AP English continues to be dom-
inated by the 29 girls and only eight 
boys, a number that has caused 
concerns (see article in January is-

sue).
“I think girls mature earlier than 

boys,” English teacher John Ryan 
said, “and because of that, they 
can tolerate a wider range of class 
activities, but that doesn’t always 
mean they perform better on tests 
and papers.”

H a v i n g 
so few boys 
in the class 
does change 
the experi-
ence for stu-
dents.

“It makes 
the discus-
sion interest-
ing, but it’s 
pretty one 
sided,” se-
nior Meghan 
Bliss said. 
”When there 
are so many 

more females, you lose the other 
perspective.” 

The AP history classes seem to 
be an area that is fairly balanced but 
even there, more girls than boys fill 
the classes. 

 In AP European History, there 
are 22 girls and 19 boys, in AP US 
26 girls and 19 boys, in AP world 

Battle of the sexes, girls win overall
˛ CALEAH BOYKIN 

tables are also really small.”
Cross prefers to study in the 

comfort of her own home, as do 
many students.

“Most of my friends study at 

I think girls mature earlier 

than boys, and because of that, 

they can tolerate a wider range 

of class activities.

JOHN RYAN
english teacher

Finding the perfect place to study

message anyone who I don’t. I think that keeps 
me relatively safe.”

Not everyone has been as lucky as Levy not to 
have contact with strange people on MySpace.

“Weird men were always friending me before 
I deleted my account” Toczylowski said. “It was 
kind of creepy and scary.”

MySpace recommends that you do not put 
any personal information on your account, but 
that unfortunately has not deterred millions 
from doing just that.

“I put photos up and left comments for my 
friends, but when I had the account, I noticed 
that a lot of people put up stupid pictures with 
alcohol or very suggestive themes,” Toczylowski 
said. “It would be bad if a school administrator 
or maybe even a future employer saw them.”

Colleges are even jumping on the MySpace 
boat by getting accounts and viewing their stu-
dents’ profiles. They can view just as much as 
anyone else, including the photos of underage 
students drinking.

Many avid MySpace users have switched to 
Facebook because of its safer, more monitored 
environment.

“Facebook is safer,” Toczylowski said. “ You 
have to be approved. It’s more regulated and 
protected than MySpace.”

Levy has the same thoughts as Toczylowski.
“I think Facebook is a lot safer and I’ve been 

trying not to use MySpace as much anymore,” 
Levy said. “On Facebook, only people from your 
high school and friends from other high schools 
can see your profile, whereas on MySpace, any-
one can see your page. I’m beginning to like 
Facebook a lot more because of its privacy and 
the fact that you have to be invited by someone 

Myspace.com proves to be dangerous for the unaware 
˛ RACHEL HARRIS

history 19 girls and 14 boys. AP 
psychology has 33 girls and 22 
boys. 

“All four of my AP classes this 
semester are made up of about 
75 percent girls,” social studies 
teacher David Aiello said. “I have 
not found a sufficient differences 
through the years with any of the 
AP classes that I’ve taught. That 
would say that one group is better 
than the other.”

Aiello said comparison is hard 
with the class size changing and 
different people in each class.

“Say there were a 100 girls and 
100 boys,” American Govern-
ment teacher Mark Bayles said. 
“It wouldn’t matter because there 
will always be one guy that’s better 
than one girl, and vice versa.”

The arts, which include the 
Drama Guild, Show Choir, concert 
choir, the orchestras and band, are 
overflowing with female partici-
pants.

“Traditionally there’s always 
been more women then men,” 
Show Choir director, Alice Fasman 
said, “I think there is a false idea 
that singing in choir is not macho, 
but of course that’s nonsense.”

Girls seem to have taken over 
the majority of the extracurricular 

activities. Even the student govern-
ment has a majority of girls, with 17 
girls and nine boys.  From all ap-

pearances, it would seem that this 
round of the battle of the sexes goes 
to the women of CHS.˛

˛ MAX SHAPIRO

at your high school, so you know that everyone 
is around your age.”

In reality, high school Facebook is just as un-
safe as MySpace. To get an account, any e-mail 
will work while on college Facebook, your e-

mail must end in “.edu”. This acts as a way to 
keep out a good portion of possible predators.

“I really urge people to be smart about this 
kind of stuff,” Toczylowski said. “It could be re-
ally dangerous.”˛

home,” senior Matt Beebe said. 
“I’m at my home most of the time. 
But I usually prefer not to study, 
and I’m still graduating this spring, 
hopefully.”˛

SENIOR NISRINE OMRI 
checks her myspace.com 
account at home. The 
website is blocked from all 
CHS computers. 

Caitlin Ly

Becca Gutman
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The atmosphere is relaxed; 
dim lights illuminate the kiosk.  
A lime green awning overhead 
welcomes visitors as the smell of 
coffee and the buzz of espresso 
machines float through the air.  

Rick Milton, owner of North-
west Coffee, sits at a table be-
neath the green sign, working 
diligently on some paperwork.

Ironically, Milton is original-
ly from Seattle, the birthplace 
of Starbucks.  In 1992, after re-
searching the coffee industry, 
he and his wife opened the first 
Northwest Coffee with one ob-
jective in mind: to bring good 
coffee to St. Louis.

Over a year ago, the Center 
of Clayton approached a num-
ber of coffee shops in search of 
one to open a kiosk in the lobby.  

“People would always say, 
‘You know what this place 
needs?  A coffee kiosk,’” said 
Mary Jo Mullins, executive di-
rector of the CRSWC (Clayton 
Recreation Sports and Wellness 
Commission.  

Northwest Coffee was the 
one for the job.  On Friday Feb. 
3, a Northwest Coffee kiosk was 
opened in the lobby of the Cen-
ter of Clayton.  Mullins believes 
that the positive attitude of the 
employees and their relation-
ship with the community has 
spurred business.  

The kiosk has become in-
creasingly popular with both 
students and teachers as an 
extra pick-me-up early in the 
morning, as well as a lunch-time 
snack.   

“So far it’s going pretty 

good,” Milton said.
When Northwest Coffee 

opened in its first location next 
to Wild Oats, the store did not 
receive many customers. 

“Back in 1992 people did not 
know really what a latte was,” 
Milton said.  “It took about two 
years for it to catch on and we 
have been busy ever since.”

In 2003, Northwest Coffee 
moved down the block from 
Wild Oats to its current location 
at 8401 Maryland Ave. 

“We thought it was a better 
location for a lot of reasons,” 
Milton said.  

Not only does Northwest 
provide the St. Louis with good 
coffee, it also roasts its own cof-
fee beans.  And there is yet an-
other Northwest Coffee café at 
4251 Laclede in the Central West 
End.  

In a 1957 German-built roast-
er, coffee beans are tossed and 
turned at about 450 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and in 15 minutes, 
they are roasted.  

“We sight-roast [the coffee] 
which, means that we watch it 
roast and listen to it, and that’s 
how we go about roasting it,” 
Milton said.  

Freshman Ben Castro, works 
at Northwest Coffee employee, 
believes that in addition to re-
freshments, the cafés also pres-
ent an appealing atmosphere.

“It’s not just about the coffee, 
it’s about hanging out,” Castro 
said.  

With three cafés in the St. 
Louis area, Milton is content 
on where his business stands 
and won’t open another store 
soon.˛

opens kiosk in Center

AFTER 14 YEARS of business in Clayton, Northwest Coffee has branched out. 
They recently opened a small kiosk in the Center of Clayton.

The fast food craze is growing each day, it has 
been the perfect fix for a fast, delicious, and in-
expensive meal. 

According to a recent poll of 60 CHS stu-
dents, Steak ‘n Shake is the most popular fast 
food restaurant. McDonald’s was second fol-
lowed closely by Taco Bell.

Steak ‘n Shake was founded in 1934 in Nor-
mal, Illinois. This one restaurant quickly leapt 
to 430 restaurants in 20 different states (open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week).  Always 
maintaining it’s “cooked-to-order food,” Steak 
‘n Shake switched from a curbside restaurant to 
a drive-through restaurant in the 1970s, launch-
ing it into the fast food business. Steak ‘n Shake 
soon became known as “the home of the steak 
burger.”

“I generally order the triple steak burger 
with cheddar sauce, fries, a cookie, and a cream 
shake,” sophomore Matt Katzman said. “The 
nearest Steak ‘n Shake isn’t very close, but I‘ve 
learned to live with it because I love how the 
edges of their are hamburgers are fried.”

McDonald’s has always been a favorite 
among fast food restaurants. It is the leading 
global food service retailer. It has more than 
30,000 local restaurants, serving over 50 million 
people in more than 119 countries each day. Mc-
Donald’s is known for their world famous Big 
Mac, Quarter Pounder, Chicken McNuggets and 
French fries.

“McDonald’s has the best fries in the entire 
world,” freshman Amber Fisher said. “They are 
seasoned, crunchy, greasy, and overall just a bet-
ter fry.”

On the other hand, the decision between 
two of the most generic fast food restaurants, 
McDonald’s and Burger King is a little tougher. 
“It’s a hard choice because I like McDonald’s Big 
Macs, McNuggets and McFlurries but I like the 
fries much better at Burger King because they 
are crispier,” sophomore Jackie Wilcher said. 

“Thinking outside the bun,” Taco Bell has be-
come a fast food hit. It began as a hot dog stand 
in San Bernardino, California, in 1946. The stand 
soon dropped the hot dogs and began to fea-
ture the Mexican food we enjoy today. The res-
taurant went public in 1969 and now has 6,500 
stores worldwide.

“When I go to Taco Bell I get a burrito su-
preme because they are big and good,” sopho-
more Ellen Hinkle said. “They’re just the best 
and quickest burrito in town.” 

Some students even venture to say they pre-
fer Taco Bell to the more traditional fast food 
restaurants. 

“I love Taco Bell because their grilled burri-
tos are awesome,” senior Matt Beebe said. “They 
beat any fast food burger.”

Coming back to burgers, Hardee’s has struck 
some competition with other leading fast food 
burger stops. The restaurant started in Rocky 
Mount, North Carolina in 1960 and quickly be-
gan serving thousands all over the world. Hard-

Fast food popular among students
Despite the recent health food trend, students continue to enjoy 

burgers and fries from fast food restaurants. Steak ’n Shake, 
McDonald’s and Taco Bell are among students’ favorites.

˛ ANYA VEREMAKIS

ee’s is now known for its thick burgers; with 100 
hundred percent Angus beef.

“Hardee’s is one of the best fast food burgers 
you can get in St. Louis,” senior Daniel Limbert 
said. “The paper thin burgers of Burger King 
and McDonald’s don’t really compare to the 
thick burgers at Hardee’s.”

There is also the so-called “King” of burgers, 
Burger King. The restaurant began in Miami in 
1954 as a single restaurant. The widely loved 
Whopper hamburger was a hit and the restau-

rant now has 11,220 restaurants in 61 countries 
worldwide.

“My favorite fast food spot is Burger King,” 
junior Charlie Matthews said. “I always get the 
spicy tender crisp meal with an orange soda. I’m 
sure I go about one to two times a week.” 

From the ever-classic McDonald’s, to a less 
generic fast food restaurant like Steak ‘n Shake 
or Taco Bell, there are tons of fast food restau-
rants in the St. Louis area quickly ready to sat-
isfy your taste.˛

˛ LEAH EBY

Caitlin Ly

TOP: JUNIOR ASHLEY Woodson eats Taco Bell in the Commons during lunch. Taco Bell is a popular lunch location 
among students. Bottom: The McDonald’s in Richmond Heights is often frequented by CHS students.

Caitlin Ly

The vast majority of AP classes 
taken by CHS students fall into the 
traditional core curriculum areas of 
English, mathematics, science, so-
cial studies and foreign language.  
However, every year a small num-
ber depart from these traditional 
areas to take AP Music Theory.

“Students who take AP Music 
Theory are juniors and seniors who 
are enrolled in a music performance 
class,” teacher Alice Fasman said.

While there is no specific pre-
requisite course, students who de-
cide to take AP Music Theory need 
to be able to read both treble and 
bass clef music, in addition to hav-
ing an overall strong familiarity 
with music.  

“If a student doesn’t have basic 
music reading skills, it would be 
like signing up to take French AP 
and not being able to read French 
at all,” Fasman said.

While a few of the students tak-
ing AP Music theory, a class which 
delves into the analysis of music 
and composition, plan to pursue 
music in college, this is not always 
the case.

“I would say the majority of stu-
dents are just interested in knowing 
more about music,” Fasman said.

Senior Josephine Pang took AP 
Music Theory during the 2004-2005 
school year.  She took the course in 
part because of her long-standing 
interest in music.

“Music theory is essential to un-
derstanding music,” Pang said.

The AP Music Theory exam 
consists of three parts.  One part 
is written 
and tests 
s t u d e n t s 
on their 
ability to 
recognize 
w r i t t e n 
chords and 
notes.  A 
second part 
is aural and 
consists of 
listening to 
a melody 
and then 
n o t a t -
ing what 
chords and music forms were 
played.  The third part is sight sing-

ing, which is looking at a melody 
and then singing it without the help 

of an in-
strument.

“A stu-
dent is 
given 90 
s e c o n d s 
to study 
a melody 
and then 
sing it into 
a tape re-
c o r d e r , ” 
F a s m a n 
said of the 
sight sing-
ing part.

S e n i o r 
Leah Squires, who plays the flute in 
band, also takes AP Music Theory.  

“AP Music Theory is relatively 
hard,” Squires said.  “There are a 
lot of parts to the test, and it is hard 
for me personally to hear the inter-
vals on the aural section.”

Like Squires, Pang also thought 
that AP Music Theory was a chal-
lenging course because of the fact 
that it was difficult for her to study 
given the unique content.

“I relied on innate ability and 
prior training,” Pang said.

However, Pang stressed that 
everything on the AP test was cov-
ered in class so she was prepared to 
take the exam.

Fasman agrees that it is impor-
tant for students taking AP Music 
Theory to have prior training in 
music.  

“I don’t encourage juniors to 

take it although some have been 
successful,” Fasman said.  “The 
more background you have in 
studying music, the better off you 
will be.”

Despite the challenge AP Music 
Theory poses, Squires leaves no 
doubt that it is a worthwhile course 
for the music-minded student.

“It’s really fun, and it’s good 
that it is during 3rd period, making 
it a little longer,” Squires said.  “It’s 
a smaller class, and everyone likes 
music a lot; we even made each 
other CDs.”

Fasman also thinks highly of AP 
Music theory.

“It’s is great to see what students 
will write,” Fasman said. “Opening 
up a student’s eyes to how music is 
put together is exciting.” ˛

Theory class popular AP option for music-minded students
˛ REBECCA WALL

AP Music Theory is really fun, 

and it’s good that it’s during 3rd 

period, making it a little longer. 

It’s a smaller class, and everyone 

likes music a lot.

LEAH SQUIRES
senior

Annalise Shumway
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“I wouldn’t want to be the first female president,” or 
“Being in the Olympics might be fun for some people, 
but I, on the other hand, am not of the temperament and 
would rather play sports recreationally.”

I often say with conviction that I don’t want to be dif-
ferent, or extraordinary, or do cool, interesting things.  
Like most people, I don’t think I really mean it. 

“I don’t think it would be that great to be a rock star,” 
however, is one that I have never managed to spit out 
without an awkward grimace or emotive crack in the 
voice betraying my true emotion.

Considering how I always have harbored a secret de-
sire to be a rock star, I brought a somewhat condescend-
ing and cynical attitude with me when I went to see The 
Shuffle one Sunday several weeks ago.  I guess, in retro-
spect, I didn’t want to imagine anyone else living out my 
desires.  However, what I heard converted me.

When I got to the Creepy Crawl, The Shuffle had 
just begun to play.  I stood there, sort of awkwardly, not 
sure what I thought, but determined to not be too im-
pressed.

However, everything seemed to be metered and tight 
and fluid.  The drums were right in time with some spo-
radic but artistically placed fills, the bass was rhythmic 
and occasionally inserted its own, low register musical 
statement, and the guitar solos were beyond reproach.   

And the voice of The 
Shuffle was there.  The singer 
didn’t sound strained or con-
trived, but seemed like he felt 
what he was saying, or was at 
least embracing the moment 
and trying to make it poi-
gnant for everyone there.

It’s almost crazy, to think 
that a band of high school 
boys from Clayton High 
School could actually create 
some kind of music that went 
beyond, and I really don’t 
say this lightly, mimicking or 
maybe merely pantomiming 
what they’ve seen on televi-
sion, what they think that mu-
sic should sound like and musicians should look like.

Maybe I’m being melodramatic.  Perhaps my re-
sponse is out of proportion, and if you were to say that, 
I wouldn’t be able to do anything but stammer back a 
lame and unsatisfying response.  I know singing the 
praises of a band that I watched for a half hour of my life 
seems sort of strange. 

But, I can’t help but think The Shuffle, in the way 
they actually seem to be creating something musical 
and genuine feeling, have accomplished something that 
I have always hoped was possible.

When I think of people I know either personally or 
from a distance at CHS, many remarkably talented stu-
dents come to mind.  There are people who are accom-
plished musicians, writers, scientists, whatever.

With that in mind, though, I made up a sort of saying 
yesterday, and that is that a you can know a lot of facts, 
using the noun facts loosely, but if you can’t make them 
mean anything, or make them say something, then you 
don’t have anything.

Yeah, I know that isn’t deep, is cliché, is contrived, but 
right now, for this moment in my life, I think there is an 
element of truth to it.  By the time you are reading this, 
I might have already changed my mind because that is 
just how I am, but right now I can’t help to think it.

The Shuffle knows a lot of facts.  Like how to play a 
guitar.  How to sing.  How to hit a drum with a wooden 
stick.  Who cares?  

But they can make all of their disparate facts, so to 
speak, mean something or be something more than just 
those, little, superficially connected facts.

What is it that they make their music mean?  To me, 
and I must insert here that it isn’t just their music that 
tells me this, but also the fact that they aren’t sitting 
around being apathetic, but rather are out playing and 
creating, their music, their synthesis of a multitude of 
facts, means that we, CHS students, can do something 
besides go to school and try to get into college and get a 
job and on and on.  

As far as poignancy is concerned: to me there is no 
message more poignant.  Or more welcome.  ˛

Editor’s note: The Shuffle consists of juniors David Redick, 
Zach Wexelman, Jack Altman, and Aaron Cannon.  See re-
lated story in the December Globe Life section if you want to 
know more about the band.

I have been writing restaurant reviews for a 
little over a year now, and I have hit the wall. In 
a town that supposedly has tons of restaurants, I 
can’t find a place to review. I tried asking friends 
for suggestions; even my grandparents and their 
friends were giving me restaurants that I had al-
ready been to.

My saving grace came from my mom. I have 
been ordered to clean out my room over the past 
few weeks, and found all of my restaurant re-
views that I have written. I noticed that I seemed 
to focus more on the entrée part of the meal, and 
said very little about dessert. I never was hun-
gry enough for dessert, which is odd for some-
one like me. 

For those who know me, dessert is my favor-
ite part of a meal.  The funny thing about my 
sweet tooth, however, is that it steers clear of 
candy and cakes. I go more for ice cream, gelato 
and sherbet.

This summer, I went to Spain. While  there, 
our afternoon snack would always consist of ice 
cream. The ice cream in Europe is a lot sweeter 
and richer than our American ice cream, and is 
referred to as gelato. 

I was so excited when I was driving down 
Manchester to drop my car off for an oil change, 
and I saw a new gelato store.  Gelato de Riso 
opened recently in Warson Woods, at 9905 Man-
chester Road. 

The gelato is made fresh in the store, and 
there are over thirteen varieties including fruity 
flavors (such as Fruits of the Forest and Straw-

berry), regular 
chocolate or 
vanilla and 
my personal 
favorite, cof-
fee. 

G e l a t o 
di Riso also 
backs as a 
place where 
you can get 
breakfast or 
lunch sand-
wiches as well 
as soup until 
2 p.m. Coffee 
drinks are also 
a specialty. 

The service 
is great, and 
free samples 

are a must. My favorite part is that they are will-
ing to mix to different types of gelato in their 
smallest container, which is a feat on its own. 

Sophomore year, we had nothing to do on the 
weekends, so we would waste time by visiting 
Serendipity, an ice cream parlor in downtown 
Webster. 

Located at 8130 Big Bend Avenue in down-
town Webster Grooves, Serendipity offers home-
made ice cream that is a Clayton favorite. 

Started by a CHS alum, Serendipity has be-
gun delivering her ice cream to local restaurants, 
and has become a favorite for Clayton students. 
Serendipity offers a variety of ice cream flavors, 
including basic flavors as well as incorporating 
Webster high schools into her flavors. 

This includes flavors for Nerinx Hall and 
Webster Grooves High School, but is also con-
sidering making a flavor for her alma mater. 

I like to think that I have tried all of the fla-
vors, but Serendipity offers seasonal flavors, 
like pumpkin and egg nog during the winter, as 
well as traditional one like dark chocolate and 
banana. 

Like Gelato di Riso, Serendipity also offers 
free samples and loves to mix different flavors. 
However, Serendipity is unique because it sells 
its ice cream by weight, not just by size. 

Since there is a lack of a dessert spots in Clay-
ton, driving outside the bubble is necessary to 
enjoy a late night sweet treat.  

These are two places that will take you no 
longer than ten minutes to get to, and are com-
pletely worth the drive. ˛

“Family Guy,” a hilarious ani-
mated sitcom that pushes the limits 
of network television, made televi-
sion history in May 2005 when it 
was brought back to life by Fox 
three years after it was cancelled. 

“Family Guy” was originally 
canceled after three seasons be-
cause the network considered it too 
obscene and vulgar for network 
television, the final episode (which 
caused the shows cancellation, 
and was subsequently never aired 
on Fox) was about Peter, the main 
character, wanting to convert his 
son to Judaism because he thought 
it would make his son smart. 

However thanks to DVD sales, 
reruns on Adult Swim and a huge 
fan push, “Family Guy” became 
the first show to come back after 
being cancelled  

When the first new episode of 
“Family Guy” aired to kick off the 
shows fourth season, it was like it 
was never gone. The show pushed 
the limits and made everyone who 

In a world of shopaholics, gos-
siping girls, princesses’ diaries, 
and A-listers, one can be a little 
more than overwhelmed by the 
amount of girl-talk thrown around. 
However, after searching through 
countless novels regaling the read-
er of the eminently tres hip lives of 
the female protagonists, a rough 
story in a world of diamonds 
shines through: “Sloppy Firsts,” by 
Megan McCafferty.  

The story centers on Jessica Dar-
ling, an uber-observant girl from 
Pineville, New Jersey, who’s life 
used to be normal. But, then, her 
best friend, Hope, moves to a com-
pletely different planet: Tennessee. 
Ever since that time, Jess has been 
suffering from severe insomnia 
and can hardly swallow the crazy 
‘Clueless Crew,’ who attempts to 
take the ‘friendless’ Jess under 
their wing. 

While battling the pain of a best 
friend who moves away, Jess at-
tempts to take on the real dramas 
of high school teenage life. 

As she does so, an honors-track 
packed schedule, a mother who 
doesn’t realize she exists next to 
her older sister, a father obsessed 
solely with her track career and 
running stats, her non-existent 
love life, confusing feelings about 
the ‘dreg’ Marcus Flutie, and her 
faux friends attempt to grasp her in 
their evil clutches. 

But, like most teenagers, all Jess 
wants to do is find a place to call 
her own in the cock-eyed O.C-ob-
sessed high school world.

“Sloppy Firsts,” is a true gem 
in the multitude of bland high 
school trauma-ramas. Released in 
2001, this first-time novel of Me-
gan McCafferty’s truly outshines 

watched laugh throughout the en-
tire episode. When the season end-
ed, fans wanted more, and that’s 
what they got with the “Family 
Guy” Volume Three DVD box set.

“Family Guy” Volume Three 
contains all the episodes of the 
fourth season of “Family Guy”. 
All 13 episodes are there, from Pe-
ter and his wife Lois being hunted 
down by Mel Gibson, to Peter’s 
Chris joining the Peace Corps and 
accidentally marrying a 12-year-
old girl.

“Family Guy” is simply in a cat-
egory all on its own. Every singe 
line is laugh out loud funny, and 
although it may be a bit obscene, 
it can still make almost anyone 
laugh. “Family Guy” takes such a 
big swing at political and social is-
sues, and every time they get a hit. 

Each character just makes you 
want to laugh, whether its Peter, 
the fat idiot father of the family 
or Lois, Peter’s loving wife with a 
wild side or Meg, Peter’s 16 year 
old, ugly un-popular daughter or 
Chris, the overweight son who ant 

help being so awkward or Brian, 
the family’s intellectual talking dog 
with a drinking problem or Stewie, 
the one-year-old talking baby who 
wants to take over the world and is 
constantly trying to kill his mother, 
the fun never ends.

Simply based on just the epi-
sodes themselves, I would give this 
DVD set a five out of five, but Fox 
has done even more. Besides the 
episodes, the DVD also comes with 
audio commentary by the cast, 
writers and producers on several 
episodes, a short movie about the 
resurrection of “Family Guy” as 
well as several other short features. 
These things are simply icing on 
the already delicious cake that is 
“Family Guy”.  

The “Family Guy” Volume 
Three DVD box set is worth every 
penny, its packed full of great hu-
mor and much, much more. If you 
like “Family Guy”, or if you have 
never even heard of it, I would rec-
ommend getting this DVD because 
it will not disappoint. I give it a 
well-deserved 5 out of 5. ˛

its own wimpy 
genre of teen fic-
tion. McCafferty, 
who was senior 
articles editor 
at Cosmopolitan 
and has dabbled 
in writing for 
magazines such 
as Glamour and 
CosmoGirl!, has 
truly found a 
style of writing 
that appeals to 
all kinds of read-
ers:

“Dregs are 
way in the back 
by the emer-
gency exit, so 
they can sneak 
out to get high. 
404’s…are in 
the back on the 
opposite side, hovered over their 
laptops, hoping to avoid humilia-
tion at the hands of the Jocks or the 
occasional mean-spirited Upper 
Cruster. IQs sit up front and close 
to the doors so they can make it to 
their next class on time. Over by 
the vending machines, Double As 
(ebony) and Wiggaz (ivory) live 
together in hip-hop harmony, the 
former outnumbered by the latter 
five to one.” (p.36)

The author’s explosively de-
scriptive but not wordy writing 
style and wry humor offer a story 
to please almost anyone. For all 
teenagers, this book is the epitome 
of teenage life. 

While reading it, one begins to 
wonder if McCafferty actually had 
a hidden camera placed inside their 
high school lives.  

For girls, it helps unravel the 
twisted world of school, self-im-
age, and guys.  To boys, the book 
lends a hand to understanding 

the crazy thought process and life 
of girls. Even if the reader is past 
boy-craziness and the terrors of 
the zit, this book appeals to anyone 
who just wants to hear teenage life 
told like it is. This book even ap-
peals to people, such as the crazy 
‘parentals,’ who are having trouble 
understanding the ‘Gen X’ life of a 
teen. 

This book offers 281 pages filled 
with true-life craziness and stitch-
in-sides humor that will not allow 
the reader to put it down. So, it is 
a very good thing that the sequel 
to “Sloppy Firsts,” “Second Help-
ings,” is already out on shelves. 
And not to be too clichéd, almost 
everyone will want a second help-
ing.

All in all, “Sloppy Firsts,” pro-
vides the perfect vehicle to realize, 
like Jess Darling, that maybe no 
one actually fits into the category of 
‘normal,’ and maybe that’s the way 
the world is supposed to be. ˛

Ice cream 
shops offer 
sweet treats

Sounding Off

Rebecca Wall

Local band inspires, 
causes  poignant 
moment of thought ˛ KELLY MOFFITT

˛ JON IGIELNIK

Novel captures chaos, 

emotion of  teen life

‘Family Guy’ DVD packed full of laughs
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Disclaimer: No children were harmed in this 
film. In addition, there was virtually no violence, 
no gore, and barely a semblance of plot from 
here to Colorado, where the story takes place. 
Moviegoers be warned. 

The PG-13 rating has left its mark and I am 
eternally grateful. 

But for those who actually enjoy horror mov-
ies, you will be sorely disappointed. For those 
with an insatiable appetite for the psychological 
thrill, don’t bother. Five minutes into the movie 
and even I know the stench of sophomoric hor-
ror is stifling.

The movie begins with a grotesque murder in 
a house besides a carnival, not that director Si-
mon West actually troubles himself with show-
ing the crime scene. The audience is simply told 
that it was grotesque. Fair enough.

Next, the focus shifts to high school student 
Jill Johnson, played by actress Camille Belle, 
with a needlessly intricate explanation as to why 
she gets stuck in an isolated house. 

The 30-second rendition would be that her 
best friend stole her boyfriend and she went 
800 minutes over her cell phone sorting out the 
whole issue. Her parents ground her and make 
her to pay the phone bill by babysitting at a to-

I’ve always thought that the St. 
Louis Post Dispatch was biased 
against mainstream films.  I’ve seen 
so many good mainstream movies 
that the Post Dispatch only gave 
lukewarm ratings, though to be 
honest I know where they’re com-
ing from because as a movie critic, I 
see problems with good movies that 
no one else would see.  The St. Louis 
Post Dispatch gave “Firewall” a D+.  
I think that’s a little harsh.   Okay, 
fine, maybe way harsh.  Though it 
was far from perfect, I still enjoyed 
this little thriller.

The sto-
ry is about 
a v e r a g e 
family man 
Jack Stan-
field (Har-
rison Ford 
in an actual 
c h a r a c t e r 
role, rather 
than just a 
piece of a 
story that 
moves the 
plot along), 
who is 
forced to 
steal from 
the bank 
he’s protecting by a man named Bill 
Cox (Paul Bettany).  Oh yeah, his 
family’s held hostage too (duh!).

This film has all the pieces of a 
good thriller, but it just lacks the 
energy to reach its goal.  Granted, 
there were a couple of scenes that 
made me jump, but I wasn’t exact-
ly glued to my seat throughout the 
whole movie.  Nevertheless, I was 
never bored.

Harrison Ford is one of the most 
distinguishable actors out there.  
He’s played a wide variety of roles 
from Han Solo to Indiana Jones to a 
family man with a deadly secret in 
“What Lies Beneath.”  Even though 
he gets the emotions and the timing 
right, among other things, in his 
other roles, he’s still the same Harri-
son Ford that’s saying them.  Here, 
it’s different.  Yes, I could always 
tell it was him in the role, but that 
was only visually.  In “Firewall,” he 

In recent years, director Woody 
Allen’s work has lacked the bril-
liance and wit of past projects such 
as “Annie Hall.” Despite its rela-
tive critical acclaim and success, his 
newest film, “Match Point,” is no 
exception. 

The film, which was written and 
directed by Allen, stars Jonathan 
Rhys-Meyers as Chris Wilton, an 
Irish tennis player who moves to 
London in search of an opportu-
nity to move away from his touring 
days and do something meaningful 
with his life. 

While working temporarily as a 
tennis coach, Wilton befriends Tom 
Hewett, played by Matthew Goode, 
and is soon enough invited over to 
his parents’ estate for a party. 

At the Hewett’s estate Wilton 
hits it off with Hewett’s sister Chloe, 
who is played by Emily Mortimer, 
and agrees to help improve her ten-
nis skills if she shows him around 
the city. Later at the party, Wilton 
is instantly attracted to Nola Rice, 
played by Scarlett Johansson, who 
he soon finds out is engaged to 
Tom.   

As Chris and Chloe Hewett start 
dating, he begins to fall more and 
more for Rice, and they eventually 
share a passionate kiss. Wilton is 
eager to go on with this affair, but 

Rice promptly puts an end to it. 
Chris and Chloe ultimately wed, 

just before Chris finds out that Tom 
and Nola have split. Chris imme-
diately seeks Nola out, and the 
chemistry between the two soon 
translates into an affair. Chris goes 
to great lengths to hide his infidel-
ity, but when Nola reveals to him 
that she is pregnant with his child, 
he is forced to choose between his 
wife and his mistress. 

Because of the constant twists 
and turns in the plot, “Match Point” 
is at least sure to keep viewers en-
tertained, if nothing else. This alone 
however, is not enough to keep the 
audience interested and concerned 
about the ultimate fate of the char-
acters.  

One of the most obvious and 
most annoying flaws of “Match 
Point” is the dialogue, which be-
comes almost painful at times. For 
instance, before they first kiss Chris 
asks Nola “Do you feel guilty?” 
to which she replies “Do you?” It 
is this type of clichéd and unreal-
istic dialogue that makes some of 
the most serious scenes of the film 
laughable. 

The dialogue is also at least part-
ly to blame for the less than stellar 
acting throughout the film. Both Jo-
hansson and Rhys-Meyers deliver 
many of their lines awkwardly and 
without believable emotions, which 

plays an obviously aging man to 
great effect.  When he’s stressed, its 
not Hollywood’s version of stress, 
it’s the stress any man would be ex-
periencing in his shoes.

For some reason, a lot of Holly-
wood’s leading men seem to come 
from the U.K.  Jude Law, Ewan Mc-
Gregor, just to name a few.  And 
then there’s Paul Bettany.  I confess, 
I’ve only seen him in two movies 
(“Firewall” being one and “A Beau-
tiful Mind” the other).  But his two 
performances are so radically dif-
ferent that it’s easy to tell that he’s 
versatile.  In “A Beautiful Mind,” 
he was the amiable, slightly goofy 

r o o m -
mate of 
John Nash.  
Here, he’s 
the mali-
cious crimi-
nal master-
mind Bill 
Cox.  

Bettany 
is quite 
convincing 
as a villain, 
but he is a 
better actor 
than just an 
evil crimi-
nal.  He 
takes it up a 

step further by being almost charm-
ing at times, like when he’s talking 
to unsuspecting characters, or es-
pecially, Jack’s son.  His switches 
between personalities are flawless, 
which heightens the impact of his 
performance.

Before I go into my first set of 
problems with the film, I have to 
confess that I am a movie buff, big 
time.  I can keep track of more ac-
tors and movies than I could say in 
ten minutes.  That said, here is my 
first qualm about the movie.  There 
are some star talents in “Firewall,” 
apart from Ford and Bettany.  Per-
sonally, I was expecting more of 
a role for each of them.  Take Vir-
ginia Madsen for example.  She 
was nominated for Best Supporting 
Actress last year for her role in the 
movie “Sideways.”  But her screen 
time is minimal, and when she’s on 
the screen, her character is just an 

tally remote house. 
How very fortunate for Jill, especially when 

the housekeeper, Rosa, vanishes and she starts 
receiving creepy phone calls that are coming 
from inside the house.

“When a Stranger Calls” is burdened with 
clichés and relies too 
heavily on the reoccur-
ring punch-line: “Have 
you checked on the 
kids?” But just as this 
phrase and the murder-
er’s erratic breathing 
soon get old, the movie 
fails to deliver with its 
mind-numbing plot. 

Surely writer Jake 
Wade Wall could have 
spent less time mak-
ing Jill’s best friend a 
devout tequila-drinker 
and more time giving 
the killer a motive or at 
least a name. 

Then there are cer-
tain gaps in the movie 
in which the plot seems to have fallen into a 
black hole. Not to mention that the effect is ru-
ined when Jill and the nameless murderer spend 

minutes communicating in a language that al-
ternates between muffled panting and sharp 
intakes of breath. But these lengthy times can 
be filled by trying to make sense of the movie’s 
logic. 

As in most horror films, the characters are 
compelled to flout 
the rules of common 
sense, like going to the 
guesthouse alone to in-
vestigate or telling the 
murderer that the po-
lice were involved so 
he would kill her before 
they arrived.

Also there’s the 
awkward resolution 
to the conflict that’s 
like being pushed off 
a 1,000 foot drop from 
the climax. Altogether 
Jill spends the major-
ity of the film trying to 
locate the intruder and 
then trying to run away 
from him. 

The ending is hastily done complete with the 
vague capture of the murderer and a dream se-
quence to show just how traumatized Jill is after 
the ordeal. But beyond the surface level of I’m-
mad-at-you-because-you-stole-my-boyfriend 
and I’m-scared-because-someone-keeps-calling, 
there is little character development. 

Actually, the movie wouldn’t be half as bad if 
it didn’t build up so much unnecessary tension. 
The movie insinuates fear and tantalizes the au-
dience from the beginning with sporadic music, 
but does very little to fulfill its promise. 

Moments where the music reaches the pinna-
cle, it turns out it was only the cat and the house-
keeper or it was clothes arranged like a figure. In 
fact, the music starts way before the first phone 
call, in a mundane scene where Jill is reading. 
It’s as if the director decided, “Ooh, let’s make 
reading scary!”

But what can you expect when the villain is a 
scar-faced miscreant that they don’t even bother 
to name? Not to mention that not having a weap-
on is a major faux pas. I mean come on, even the 
petrified babysitter gets a poker, shouldn’t the 
big bad intruder get something? 

In a far cry from the chainsaw-wielding slash-
er, the murderer, while unnerving on the phone, 
is clumsy at best in person. Like the stranger, the 
movie is a far cry from the better horror flicks, 
the overall message being: always use your 
night-time minutes. ˛

‘When a Stranger Calls’ sophomoric

Woody Allen’s ‘Match Point’ disappoints

average mom.  But Madsen is such 
a good actress that she makes her 
character seem real when in the 
hands of a less skilled actress the 
role would seem rather bland.  

Carly Schroeder, who got critical 
acclaim by the St. Louis Post Dis-
patch for her role in 2004’s “Mean 
Creek,” was another disappoint-
ment.  No, she’s not a big name 
star, but even though I haven’t seen 
“Mean Creek,” I was looking for-
ward to her performance.  

But probably the most distin-
guished underused star is at least 
given a purpose, if not one that’s 
central to the plot.  This actor is 
Robert Patrick, a.k.a. the T-1000 
in “Terminator 2: Judgment Day.”  
He’s still got the creepy eyes and 
the silky voice, and it’s put to good 
use.  His character is the character 
that’s in every thriller of this for-
mula; he’s the good guy who tries 
to stop the hero because he doesn’t 
know the whole story.  But like I 
said, these actors do well with their 
parts, and for the movie as a whole, 
they’re only on screen when they 
have to be.

Another problem is the edit-
ing.  Some crucial moments are left 
out, which can be quite confusing.  
For instance, there are some scenes 
where two pieces of action are hap-
pening at the same time and are 
interconnected.  What the movie 
doesn’t do is show how the scenes 
are coordinated.

But the biggest problem with the 
film is the director, Richard Lon-
craine.  Loncraine has great control 
over the cast, but he just can’t gen-
erate the energy that a thriller like 
this requires.  There’s a rich atmo-
sphere in every scene, kind of like 
the rich feeling that a script from 
Quentin Tarantino gives, but for 
the most part it lacks tension, the 
most important thing in a suspense 
movie.  Maybe with a more talent-
ed director this would have been a 
great movie.  What a pity.

All in all, I’d say “Firewall” is 
simply okay.  Would I recommend 
it?  Probably.  I enjoyed it, and I 
hide no embarrassment in saying 
that.  Just don’t expect to find your 
fingernails digging into the arm-
rests at the end of the movie.˛

Disappointing performances and weak directing bog down 
Harrison Ford’s new thriller.

isn’t helped by the lack of character 
development throughout the film. 
Instead of somewhat sympathizing 
with Chris’s character of at least 
understanding his affair and other 
actions, the viewer is left cursing 
his stupidity. 

One of the few things “Match 
Point” has going for it is the unique 
twist it puts on the average film 
about infidelity. Instead of focusing 
on the inevitable break down of re-
lationships, or reasons why spouses 
cheat, the movie examines the role 
of luck in our everyday lives. 

By itself, this is an interesting 
idea, but Allen incessantly beats 
the viewer over the head with it 
throughout the film, ruining all po-
tential that it may have had. 

Another problem with the theme 
of luck in the film is that in many 
parts logic seems to be sacrificed in 
order to pursue it. 

“Match Point” is little more than 
the conventional film and suffers 
from awkward dialogue and acting 
to match. The lack of subtlety as far 
as the theme of the film causes it 
to be void of the depth and insight 
that one would expect from an ex-
ceptional film. 

“Match Point” is not, as it has 
been sometimes called, Woody 
Allen’s return to form. Rather, it is 
only his sink further into medioc-
rity. ˛

˛ SOPHIA AGAPOVA

˛ MICHAEL GREGORY

˛ WENNY DONG

This film has all the pieces of 

a good thriller, but it just lacks 

the energy to reach its goal....

I wasn’t exactly glued to my 

seat throughout the whole mov-

ie. Nevertheless, I was never 

bored.

“When a Stranger Calls” is bur-

dened with cliches and relies too 

heavily on the reoccurring punch-

line: “Have you checked on the 

kids?” But just as this phrase gets 

old, the movie fails to deliver with 

its mind-numbing plot.

‘Firewall’ proves mediocre

SCARLETT JOHANSSON AND Chris Wilton star in Woody Allen’s newest film, “Match Point.” 
courtesy of www.matchpoint.dreamworks.

Courtesy of sonypictures.com/movies/whenastrangercalls/site

ACTRESS CAMILLE BELLE stars as high school student Jill Johnson in director Simon West’s modern remake of the 
horror movie, “When a Stranger Calls.”
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My first thought when listening to Babysham-
bles’ “Down in Albion” was, “Wow, this band is 
crap.” Without a doubt, they were different. And 
lead singer Pete Doherty had a very intriguing-
ly husky voice, for sure. But before I began to 
like the album, I was just so frustrated with the 
Doherty’s inability to find a melody, or even try 
to sing in key. If they were one word to describe 
the band, Babyshambles would be: messy.

Babyshambles has an interesting history. 
Doherty started this band after he was kicked 
out of Britain’s popular indie group, The Liber-
tines, because of his overwhelming drug prob-
lems. Since their beginning, other members 
have frequently been changed and a few even 
quit because of Doherty’s heroin and cocaine ad-
dictions. Although he has become the daily face 
on the tabloids in the United Kingdom, many 
people believe that his destructive personality 
has led the band to create some truly original 
pieces.

Take the single “Killamangiro” for instance. 
The song begins with a little repetitive riff and 
Doherty’s hoarse vocals. It’s one of the more 
normal songs on the album, with a proper cho-
rus and layered guitar melodies. The lyrics be-
gin with Doherty singing, “why would you pay 
to see me in a cage? Some men take the stage…” 
Whatever that means. From here, it just gets 
weirder. The title of this song ends up being four 
words run together, “kill a man’s giro.” And al-
though the song continues in a more organized 
fashion, Doherty begins to fall apart. Listening 
to this song, I felt that if I even moved it would 
set him off like a bomb. When he wasn’t singing 
off key or humming along, he would sometimes 

Downloading 
music causes 
drop in CD 
sales

Wolf Parade’s most recent album ‘Apologies to the Queen Mary’ wows
  

Every year, there is a debut al-
bum, that excites the music press 
and leads to endless promotion for 
that album, which turns the album 
into the cult hit of the year, but all 
of this is reasonably justified since 
the album tends to be very good. 

Here is a list of albums that 
fit the criteria mentioned above 
from the year 2000 to 2004:  
2000 - “Ágætis Byrjun” by Sigur Ros  
2001 - “Is This It” by The Strokes  
2002 - “Turn on the Bright 
Lights” by Interpol  
2003 -  “Who Will Cut Our Hair When 
We’re Gone?” by The Unicorns  
2004 - “Funeral” by The Arcade 
Fire.

Last year two albums received 
much recognition in the under-
ground scene. Those albums were 
Clap Hands Say Yeah!’s (Yes, that’s 
the band’s name) self-titled album 
and Wolf Parade’s album “Apolo-
gies to the Queen Mary”. But 
the fact that Isaac Brock, the lead 
singer of the band Modest Mouse 
produced “Apologies to the Queen 
Mary” swayed me to purchase the 
album, when it first came out in 
September 2005. 

I immediately deleted the al-
bum off of my itunes after listening 
to it (Except for the song “Shine a 
Light”). I thought it was just an-
other meaninglessly hyped up al-
bum for the year, I didn’t see any 
originality in it, it sounded like a 
weaker version of the Arcade Fire, 
and I hated the vocalists. 

To me, Wolf Parade was just an-

other average Indie rock band too 
hyped up for its own good. This 
album was a lost cause. 

It wouldn’t be until January 
2006 when I would pick the al-
bum up for another try. I listened 
to the song “Modern World” and 
suddenly hearing the lyrics“ Mod-
ern world has more ways / And I 
don’t mention it since it’s changed 
/ While the people go out and the 
people come home again / It’s got-
ta last to build up your eyes / And 
a lifetime of red skies”…the album 
clicked, I understood the hype and 
everything. 

This album just plain rocks. 

Wolf Parade sounds kind of like 
the Arcade Fire, except less orches-
tral and more rock-y. The band 
features Neutral Milk Hotel Style 
lyrics about life and its small incon-
veniences. Each song seems to be of 
its own entity, with it’s own quirks 
and hooks, but the songs flow to-
gether. And along with the perfecto 
melodies, perfectly establishes a 
zone you phase out into from be-
ginning to end. 

But it definitely is Indie rock 
since it features almost as much 
glittering keyboard noises as the 
guitar, but the band puts a foot 
down on when there is too much 

As each year downloading CDs and songs 
from sources such as iTunes increases, it seems 
like the death of the CD could be near.

2005 looked like a promising year in music 
sales.

Mariah Carey, Coldplay, Kelly Clarkson and 
50 Cent all had new releases that had high ex-
pectations. 

However, by the first half of 2005 CD sales 
were down 7 percent from 2004, even with the 
new crop of releases that were anticipated to do 
well.

Album sales from January through the week 
of Dec. 25 stood at 602.2 million CDs, compared 
with 650.8 million CDs for the same period last 
year. 

Downloaded tracks from online retailers 
soared to 332.7 million songs this year, compared 
with 134.2 million songs in 2004, an increase of 
148 percent.

The top three best-selling albums of 2005 
through Dec. 21 were rapper 50 Cent’s The Mas-
sacre, which had sold 4.8 million copies, fol-
lowed by Mariah Carey’s The Emancipation of 
Mimi with 4.6 million sold, and Kelly Clarkson’s 
Breakaway, which sold 3.3 million units.

While those sales may sound impressive, 
they are not the astounding numbers the record 
industry is used to.

In 1998, before downloading music from the 
internet had fully caught on, the number of CDs 
sold that year was 711.0 million copies.

“I remember when if I really liked a song I 
heard somewhere I would have to go and buy 
the whole CD,” freshman Meredith McCay 
said.

So far this year, only seven CDs released in 
2005 have become million sellers.

To many music purchasers the lower CD sales 
and higher downloads come as no surprise.

“Nobody really buys CDs anymore now that 
iTunes is here,” freshman Chelsea Flood said. 
“iTunes is a better deal if you just want one song 
from an album instead of having to buy the 
whole thing.”

Along with better prices, iTunes is also sur-
passing popularity of CDs with compact iPods 
and MP3 players that can be taken anywhere.

“I take my iPod with me wherever I go,” 
freshman Mary Barber said. “I use it at school 
between classes and before school in the com-
mons.”

 The probability of seeing someone carrying 
around a CD player with them in public is al-
most as unlikely as seeing someone not carrying 
an iPod with them in public. The halls of CHS 
are filled with people tuning out their surround-
ings with the signature iPod earbuds in their 
ears.

Just as CDs replaced cassettes, and cassettes 
replaced vinyl records digital downloads could 
replace CDs.

There is still no need to lock up the Green 
Day and Kelly Clarkson CDs to later be sold as 
novelty items or start crying over the record la-
bels that are losing their money from poor CD 
sales though. While as of now

CDs have not become a novelty item or an 
antique, the sales show that they could be on 
their way.

In their first major album since 2003’s 
hit “Ocean Avenue,” Yellowcard has un-
leashed something special. Yes, we all 
loved it when lead singers Ryan Key and 
Sean Mackin crooned about their grow-
ing-pains in “Ocean Avenue,” but it al-
ways felt like something was missing, as 
if they were one step from truly becom-
ing a great band. With their new album, 
“Lights and Sounds,” Yellowcard has 
done something that very few Pop-Rock 
bands manage to do: Grow up.

The album starts off with nothing 
short of a bang. Much like Lucky Boys 
Confusion’s “Hey Driver” before them, 
Yellowcard’s single “Lights and Sounds” 
hits the ground running, and doesn’t 
stop until three minutes and 28 seconds 
have passed. This single catapults the 
album into orbit, with a mix of the old 
guitar riffs we’re used to hearing, and 
some new melodramatic lyrics spliced 
in as well. It’s really good stuff, but just 
a single. Or so I thought. 

From this point on, however, the al-
bum changes completely. No longer is 
Yellowcard obsessed with compiling a 
mass of singles and labeling it an “al-
bum”, this album truly is an album. 

of one instrument, making each 
instrument perfectly balanced out 
with all the other instruments, and 
giving each one enough volume to 
hear it’s “voice”. The melodies in 
every song keep you listening to 
the album to beginning to end. And 
the vocalists seem to add a playful 
edge to the album. 

Each vocalist has kind of his 
own thing going for him when he 
is on the mic. 

Dan Boeckner sounds like a 
higher pitched Beck. His songs 
stand out since they are the most 
focused and easiest to get into, but 
my favorite vocalist would have to 

Yellowcard’s newest album impressive

be Spencer Krug. 
He sounds like high-pitched, 

yodeling David Bowie, I can’t re-
ally explain it. You have to hear his 
voice to believe it. His songs a more 
unstructured and unpredictable, 
which is what I enjoy a lot. They 
also make me start tap dancing for 
some reason. 

The album starts with “You are 
a runner, and I am My Father’s 
Son” which seems less like a song 
than a strange intro; blending Latin 
keyboards with indie drum crashes 
and Krug’s strange vocals. 

Then it blends into “Modern 
World” Which is a nice acoustic 

rock piece which sound like what 
would happen if the Rolling Stones 
would try to play a Death Cab for 
Cutie song. 

The album really moves when 
it gets to the third song “Grounds 
for Divorce” Krug is truly un-
leashed on this piece making it 
sound less like a song than a tribal 
exercise with Las Vegas keyboards.  
The album’s “rockers” (“Shine a 
Light”, “Fancy Claps”, “We Built 
Another World”, “Killing Armies”) 
are just awesome, each one hits the 
ground running and builds up un-
til the song explodes into a Rolling 
Stones-ish climax of pure Rock and 
Roll intensity, and that just makes 
me want to crank (!) out the air gui-
tar and punch the volume all the 
way up to 11.

The album’s two epics (or bal-
lads): Dan’s “Same Ghost Every 
Night” and Krug’s “Dinner Bells” 
are true rock n’ roll style ballads…
until you get to the 4 or 5 minute 
mark. 

By this point the song morphs 
into a wave a Radiohead and Mod-
est Mouse style bliss. This is defi-
nitely due to the producer, Isaac 
Brock (who is also one of the big-
gest jerks in rock music now). 

“Apologies to the Queen Mary” 
was definitely one of the best al-
bum’s of 2005, and I’m sure will 
be revered as an Indie rock classic 
along with Radiohead’s “OK Com-
puter” and Modest Mouse’s “The 
Moon and Antarctica.” By now you 
should be running to your local 
Indie record store and buying this 
album.

go silent for a few seconds and then scream 
something, emphasizing things that had no 
meaning.

“F*** Forever”, however, is perhaps the best 
example of Babyshambles as a whole. This song 
begins with a catchy little guitar opening, and 
I assumed that the song would proceed with 
this tune. However, once Doherty opened his 
mouth, the song completely changed. The lyr-
ics were all over the map and the instrumentals 
just followed the random sequence of melodies. 
Again, Doherty’s lyrics are oblique in a way that 
suggests the audience is never to really know 
what he’s talking about. The song is loud and 
chaotic with overbearing drums and an incon-
stant singer. At the end, the opening chord se-
quence is played again, and now the song comes 
together a bit better, albeit in a clumsy way. To 
end, Doherty screams as if he is on a roller coast-
er. It makes for a wild ride.

Although it is a very chaotic album, I believe 
“Down in Albion” is worth at least second try. 
Once the listener begins to understand the pat-
tern- or lack thereof- of the songs, listening to 
it becomes less of a headachy ordeal and more 
of a guilty pleasure. At times, the lyrics really 
seem to come together and make sense. But after 
a couple listens, one can begin to appreciate the 
cool classic guitar chords and the unpredictable 
voice. Most of the songs have a tinkerbell type 
instrument following the guitars and a harmon-
ica frequently interrupts the song for a surpris-
ingly good solo. Some of the more ear-friendly 
songs include “Back From the Dead,” “The Loy-
alty Song,” and “Killamangiro.” If Babysham-
bles isn’t your cup of tea, I would recommend 
The Libertines. 

Perhaps someday Babyshambles will be able 

Take “Sure Things Fall.” This may 
be the most boring pop song I’ve ever 
heard, it just really didn’t appeal to me. 
By itself, it is not a single, it is just a 
stinker. 

H o w e v e r , 
this is an album, 
not a compila-
tion, and to tru-
ly understand 
“Lights and 
Sounds”, the 
listener must 
realize that this 
album is telling 
a story, some-
thing very few 
Pop-Rock al-
bums even con-
sider doing. 

Laced within 
these lyrics and 
riffs is the tragic 
emotional story 
of a young man 
who had his 
girlfriend, his everything, taken away 
from him due to a car accident.

At first, I couldn’t believe it, I thought 
that maybe I was over analyzing. I mean, 
it’s a Pop-Rock album. These types only 

deal with things like girlfriends, happi-
ness, and butterflies, right? But through 
these 14 tracks, Yellowcard manages to 
capture the voice of a shattered soul, 
from its highs (“Lights and Sounds”) 

to its very lows 
(“Holly Wood 
Died”). I can’t 
believe that I’m 
saying this, but 
it was actually 
very moving. 

Over time, 
the album de-
volves into a 
drone of endless 
songs, each song 
blending into the 
next, each with-
out any purpose 
but to conflict 
with the other, 
very much like 
the rambling 
thoughts of a 
lost teenager, 

fitting the theme of the album. 
The most drastic turn that our pro-

tagonist takes occurs in the aptly named 
“Two Weeks From Twenty,” in which 
the searching protagonist considers en-

to pull together their act and make a more lis-
tening-friendly album. But I doubt it. Person-
ally, I believe that one can pull much enjoyment 
from the messy instrumentals and crazed lyr-
ics. I think anyone who gives Pete Doherty and 
Babyshambles a chance will find that they like 
the confusion and disorder and will not want to 
go back to their quiet indie lives. 

˛ MATT MUSLIN

Babyshambles’ decent 
album worth a try

˛ MADDIE HARNED

˛ SIOBHAN JONES

˛ PERCY OLSEN

˛

LEFT: THE MEMBERS of the indie band, Wolf Parade, pose for a picture.  To create a unique sound, the band balances the volume of each instrument it uses, including a key-
board and a guitar, are balanced so each instrument’s voice is heard. Right: The band plays songs at a concert. Their most recent album, is titled “Apologies to the Queen Mary.”

courtesy of www.student-direct.co.uk

˛

˛

A unified playlist unites Yellowcard’s ‘Lights and Sounds’ into a story, 
creating the band’s best album yet.

This is an album, not a com-

pilation, and to truly understand 

“Lights and Sounds,” the listener 

must realize that this album is 

telling a story, something very 

few pop-rock albums even con-

sider doing.

˛

photos courtesy of www.sub-poprecords.com

THE MEMBERS OF the 
band, Babyshambles, 
released a new album, 
“Down with Albion,” 
recently.  Although the 
music is loud, the lyrics tie 
together and they make 
the music worthwhile.

tering the army two weeks before his 
birthday. The song is purposefully sepa-
rated from the drone of the rest of the 
album by its soft guitar and pleasing 
vocals. The emotions in this number just 
feel real, it really must be listened to be 
enjoyed, with lyrics like “We lost anoth-
er one that we sent with a gun/His lady 
missed him, he was two weeks from 
twenty and there’s still no shame/From 
the man to blame.” 

Not only does this song use deep 
sarcasm, but it also takes a huge shot 
at President Bush, the “man to blame” 
who feels no shame for sending men to 
their deaths. 

Yellowcard has finally matured after 
eight years, something that Blink-182 
took 11 years to do, and by then, it was 
too late for Blink. 

Yellowcard has taken the time to 
create a real album, instead of taking 
the quick and dirty route of creating 
an “album” of singles. The songs mesh 
together, making this the perfect plane 
ride album for the sleep flyer.  

I don’t think that Yellowcard could 
have put it any better: “It’s all gone 
grey,” and in the case of “Lights and 
Sounds,” I’ll take their new grey over 
any other Pop-Rock band out there.  



Globe February 2006Arts22

The Globies are 15 annual awards for television, cinema, and music.  The Globe staff members vote on each award to 
determine the recipient.  Ranging from the stereotypical to the whimsical to the downright silly, the Globies consistently 
refl ect, if not infl uence, high art and culture.  For a preview of who will win every upcoming award, enter the American 

Television-Film-Musical Canon (BOOM), look no further, good reader, for here is your authoritative answer. 
The Globies:  A cornucopia of culture.

Runner-ups:
-Walk The Line
-Capote
-Munich
-King Kong
-Goodnight and 
Good Luck

best drama

      brokeback mt.

Runner-ups:
-The Producers
-The Family Stone
-40-Year-old 
Virgin
-Last Holiday

best comedy

      wedding crashers

Runner-ups:
-Steve Carell 
-Joaquin Phoenix
-Heath Ledger
-David Strathairn

best actor

phillip seymour hoffman

Runners-up:
-24
-Prison Break
-Bones
-Grey’s Anaomy
-The OC

t.v. drama

     csi

Runners-up:
-Michelle 
Williams 
-Sandra Bullock
-Scarlett 
Johansson
-Gwyneth Paltrow

best actress

reese witherspoon

worst fi lm
Runners-up:
-Deuce Bigalow: 
European Gigolo
-Big Mama’s 
House 2
-Taxi

         bewitched

Runners-up:
-Nanny 911
-Wife Swap
-Survivor
-Dancing With 
The Stars

worst t.v.

Skating With Celebrities

Runners-up:
-Pussycat Dolls
-Chris Glover
-Black Buddafl y
-Marcos 
Hernandez

new artist

             kaci brown

Runners-up:
-Coldplay
-Three Doors 
Down
-Maroon 5
-Dave Matthews 
Band

music tour

       the rolling stones

Runners-up:
-Bless the Broken 
Road by Rascal 
Flatts
-Golddigger Kanye 
West

best song

             Speed of sound

Runners-up:
-Doncha
-Lonely No More
-Hollaback Girl
-Laffy Taffy

worst song

              my humps

Runners-up:
-Z101.7
-105.7 The Point
-NPR 90.7
-101.1 The River
-Radio Disney

best radio

              88.1 kdhx

Runners-up:
-NBC
-CBS
-ABC
-MTV
-ESPN

#1 network

                   fox

Runners-up:
-My Name is Earl
-The Offi ce
-The Daily Show
-Entourage
-The Simpsons

t.v. comedy

            family guy

Runners-up:
-Caroline Bleeke
-Annalise 
Shumway
-Rachel Dickens
-Meghan Bliss

globe staff

          rebecca wall
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Mixed reactions greeted Presi-
dent Bush’s controversial state-
ments at a press conference yester-
day morning.  The President and 
certain top cabinet officials, includ-
ing Secretary of State Condoleeza 
Rice, addressed the media about 
the administration’s ambitious new 
plan- to join the countries of Ameri-
ca and Canada.  

“I have always striven to do 
what is best for the American peo-
ple,” Bush said. “I feel that we are 
at a point when this should be 
our next move.”

At the beginning 
of the conference 
Bush described 
how the idea of 
uniting the 
two countries 
first occurred 
to him. 

“Laura and I were 
up in Colorado for a skiing 
trip,” Bush said. “Daddy was 
off with Bill somewhere pro-
moting “My Life,” or else I’m 
sure he would have joined us.” 

A happy little smile was 
playing across his face. 

“Anyway, I stepped outside 
and was shocked at how warm 
it was. I realized that our planet 
was heating up and I said to my-
self ‘W- you gotta do something 
about this.’”

Apparently that something is 
to acquire as much land up north 
as soon as possible.  

“If global warming really is go-
ing to go into effect, then I suggest 
we obtain land which will become 
more temperate as we heat up,” 
Bush said. “Who knows, New-
foundland may become the next 
California.”

And there is a considerable 
amount of real estate up north. 
With 6,204,186 total square miles 
Canada would double the size of 
the United States if the two were 

joined.
Although the two countries 

have always had good diplomatic 
relations, there is the always-pres-
ent possibility that the proposition 
may not go over too well with the 
Canadian government. When asked 
what the course of action would be 
if Canada turned down the offer 
or refused to negotiate Bush stood 
strong and resolute. 

“Mr. Martin and I have always 
been good friends,” Bush said. “In 
the event of a complica-
tion we will engage in 
friendly and peace-

ful diploma-
cy. If that 

country on holiday.  That hasn’t 
stopped a tidal wave of protestors 
from demonstrating with signs 
stating: Say NO to terrorism- KEEP 
DRUGS CHEAP! and God Save the 
Queen! 

Over 90 percent of Canada’s 
population lives within 100 miles 
of the Canadian-American border, 
the largest unprotected border in 
the world.  Bush sees that his plan 
would put an end to many prob-
lems associated with the border. 

“In the past we have had some 
situations where people are bring-
ing illegal medication from Canada 
into the United States and then 
flooding local economies with 
cheap pills,” Bush said. “I antici-

pate an end to over-the-border 
smuggling if there is no 
border to begin with,” he 
concluded. 

It’s hard to argue 
with that sort of 

logic.
T h e 

adminis-
t r a t i o n ’ s 
new plan 
is un-
d o u b t -
edly con-

troversial. 
Liberals on 
the hill have 

already jumped 
all over it saying 
that this is just 
another plot to 

get more conserva-
tives into Congress, 

whereas the Re-
publicans are hav-

i n g visions of an end 
to the current Medicare 
nightmare. Whatever the conse-
quences may be in the long run, 
it is certain that this new proposi-
tion shows that the White House is 
ready to take action.  Whether that 
will involve calm negotiating or a 
full-scale invasion, only time will 
tell. ˛

Styx by Alex Ferguson

doesn’t 
work then an-
nexation is always a 
possibility. I know what 
I want, and I’m not going to let 
little things like international peace 
agreements stand in my way.”

There has been no formal state-
ment yet from the Canadian Prime 
Minister, as an all-day Curling 
Championship had most of the 

˛ JEREMY BLEEKE 

Canada prepares for annexation

Technology policing has reached 
totalitarian proportions at CHS in 
recent days.  

With the newest technology in 
unnecessary snooping, the tech-
nology police are not only able to 
monitor all students’ computer use, 
but are in fact able to look into their 
souls through the computer’s front 
speakers.

According to an annonymous li-
brarian know for her diligince, “The 
recording capabilities of the frontal 
microphone are really secondary to 
us.  In fact, the microphone’s true 
purpose is to, using mind-bend-
ing technology, penetrate student’s 
frontal lobes and give them touch-
less lobotomies.”

Well said, anonymous librarian!  
Junior Rebecca Wall was af-

fected by the lobotomy-performing 
microphones.

“I was just checking my email 
email one morning, and suddenly 
I couldn’t remember my name,” 
Wall said.

“Later that day,” Wall contin-
ued, “I was on the interstate, and 
couldn’t figure out why all the cars 
were heading towards me.  Then, 
I noticed that I was driving on the 
left side.  That was quite a brush 
with death.”

It does seem that security mea-
sures have gotten a bit too jocular.  

Consider the story of Amish stu-
dent, Prudence Chastity Jonathan-
Edwards.  

“I was e-mailing my online con-
fession for breaking my religious 
requirement to not use technology 
to the Amish on-line confession 
center,” Jonathan-Edwards said.  
“However, right in-between the 
phrases have mercy upon and my 
wretched soul, a message from the 
librarians popped up.  I really feel 
like that invalidated my confes-
sion.”

When asked why she would 
break her religious madate in the 
first place, Jonathan-Edwards of-
fered a haunting and romantic ex-
cuse.

“Last year, I met John Michael 
Montgomry Calvin, the man of my 
dreams, at a barn raising in Penn-
sylvania,” Jonathan-Edwards said.  
“The internet was the only way for 
us tot keep in touch.  It isn’t easy tot 
find elliglible young Amish bache-
lors these days.”

It is not only devout and chaste 
religious students that have a prob-
lem with the magnitude of school 
technology security measures.

Avowed rebel Meghan Bliss de-
scribes a recent confrontation with 
the librarians.

“I was looking up cock fighting 
and all of a sudden the computer 
froze up,” Bliss said.  “I had to pull 
the plug in order to cover up my 
nefarious actions.”

However, according to Empha-
sis on the Family, a righteous and 
infallible authority on child-rearing 
issues, the technology vigilantes at 
CHS have not overstepped their 
bounds, but rather are doing the 
bare minimum, if that.

A spokesperson for the organi-
zation said, “Here at Emphasis on 
the Family, we believe that Satan 
is hiding behind every firewall.  In 
that vein, we find it almost grossly 
negligent that students even have 
access to the internet.  We need to 
protect them from theirselves.”

Yet, not all experts agree.  Head 
of the Missouri chapter of the 
ACLU, Dr. Amy Brooks, believes 
that the technology police have 
violated the constitutional rights of 
students.

“Were our glorius moral guide-
post, Aaron Burr, I mean, George 
Washington, alive today, there is no 
doubt what he would have to say 
about the technology situation at 
CHS,” Dr. Wall said.  

However, when asked what spe-
cifically former President Washing-
ton would have said, Brooks was 
unable to provide a response. ˛

Technology 

police attack  

privacy, do 

touchless  

lobotomies

Low School by David Redick

˛ REBECCA WALL

staff photo

Jeremy Bleeke
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What is about the woods that leaves audiences captivated 
for almost three hours in a high school auditorium? Maybe it 
is all that happens in those very woods.

Steven Sondheim’s musical, “Into the Woods,” allows au-
diences to meet their favorite fairy tale characters in a totally 
different light. 

The stories of “Little Red Riding 
Hood,” “Jack and the Bean Stalk,” 
“Cinderella” and “Rapunzel” de-
velop around the stories of a child-
less baker, his wife and a witch. All 
characters head to the woods to “get 
their wish”--what they want more 
than anything.

CHS definitely did justice to de-
veloping these classic characters. 
Nailing the difficult and fast-paced 
music with incredible accuracy, ac-
tors, techies and musicians alike 
wove magic and energy into the hi-
larious script. 

Character chemistry ruled the 
show. Angelina Impellizzeri (Bak-
er’s Wife) was a key example of this. 
With her wide range of facial expres-
sions and realistic body movements, 
she was able to bring out the best in 
everyone. Impellizzeri’s beautiful voice and full understand-
ing of her character carried the show. 

However, the other leads did not allow Impellizzeri to 
overshadow them. Jessie Kissinger enchanted audiences 
with her gorgeous voice and unique body contortions as the 

CHS’ magical spring 
musical entertains

witch. Emily Goldstein (Little Red Riding Hood) brought 
out many laughs with her cute character voices and facial 
expressions. 

Karen Wong (Narrator) brought the musical to new 
levels. Wong lead the musical by telling the story that 
was so critical to each and every character. Leading the 
characters to their proper places with her majestic hand 

motions, Wong held the musical 
together. With her death, the story 
fell apart. 

CHS also brought a unique as-
pect to the show with their use of 
a movement chorus. The chorus 
acted as trees, imps and more. 
This definitely added a different 
twist to the show. 

Finally, the 25-person pit or-
chestra added more to the show 
than can possibly be described. 
Their stunning mastery of the mu-
sic gave the show the enchanting 
air that it required. 

The technical aspects of “Into 
the Woods” also cannot go un-
mentioned. These techies never 
missed a cue. Although micro-
phones often cut in and out, the 
tech made this show enthralling.   

Overall, CHS’ “Into the Woods” 
was a grand success. The energy, character understand-
ing, orchestra and tech crew brought this musical to new 
heights. It was well done by all. It is certain that after see-
ing this show, these classic fairy tale characters will never 
be viewed in the same way again. ˛

‘Into the Woods’

ABOVE: SENIORS NISRINE Omri and Brian Koehler sing together as Cinderella and her prince, respectively. 
Top right: Senior Julie Shore and sophomore Jacob Rienstra play trumpet in the pit orchestra. Below left: Senior 
Emily Goldstein plays Little Red Riding Hood in the musical. Below right: Junior Eric Einstein and senior Angelina 
Impellizerri dance as the baker and his wife. Bottom: Seniors Hannah Buchheit, Lexi Wirthlin and Jessie Kissinger 
sing as the evil stepsisters and witch, respectively. 

photos by Whitney Bruce

˛ LINDA DEPOSKI

This review was written by 

Linda Deposki of Nerinx Hall, a 

member of Cappies, a national 

organization that encourages 

student review writing and 

drama by providing opportuni-

ties for students to act as critics 

for other schools’ plays. 
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