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“Haiti is a beautiful country with beautiful 
people and an incredibly rich and diverse 
culture.... It’s survived slavery, it’s survived 
disease, it’s survived previous earthquakes 
and hurricanes. Chad Perlyn
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The Board of Education voted unan-
imously to place Prop W on the April 6 
ballot last month. If it passes, the zero-
tax-rate increase, $39.4 million bond 
issue will fund the construction of a 
new middle school. The BOE’s Jan. 25 
decision was met with celebration from 
the standing crowd at the meeting.

“I cried tears of joy,” Wydown prin-
cipal Mary Ann Goldberg said. “Prob-
ably over two thirds of my staff was 
there, they knew it was a big moment. 
The Board came out into the audience 
and hugged teachers and hugged the 
administrators, and it was one of those 
really, truly feel good moments.”

The vote was the culmination of a 
lengthy journey, beginning with the 
Facilities Master Plan that eventually 
evolved into Prop S. Wydown’s exclu-
sion from that bond issue led to the for-
mation of Wydown Tomorrow, a com-
mittee that proposed two construction 
options for to the BOE to vote on.

“We are proud of the process that 
the Wydown Tomorrow Committee 
undertook and look to it as an example 
of a thorough, constructive and encom-
passing public engagement process,” 
said BOE President Omri Praiss on the 
District website.

The plan will not raise the property 
tax rate to generate funding. Instead, 
the gap between decreasing payments 
on current bonds and the increasing 
revenue stream from higher property 
values will allow for the nearly $40 mil-

lion expenditure. A new school, with 
almost 20 percent more green space 
than the current building, would be 
built on the current playing field so 
that the current school could still be 
used. However, this would mean that 
the field and track would be taken of-
fline for 31 months and the gym and 
locker room rendered unusable for 15 
months.

With the BOE decided, the District 
will now turn its focus to informing the 

public about Wydown’s needs and how 
the bond issue will address them. Clay-
ton School District Director of Com-
munications Chris Tennill said that the 
District “can tell people to vote, [it] just 
can’t tell them to vote yes.” Goldberg 
said that she thinks the biggest chal-
lenge facing Wydown and the District 
is having the community understand 
the minimal impact that construction 
will have on students’ education.

“[The biggest challenge is] getting 

people to understand that teaching and 
learning will go on, and there may be 
some disruption, but not until later 
when they’re working on the theatre 
and the gym,” Goldberg said.

In a preliminary survey commis-
sioned by the District that surveyed 
504 registered voter households, 77.0 
percent of respondents said that they 
would favor a bond issue, knowing that 
it would not increase the tax rate. The 
bond issue needs only 57.1 percent of 

the vote, but Goldberg said the experi-
ence with Prop S keeps her from being 
overly confident.

“I don’t want to throw my eggs in 
one basket and say ‘It’s all done,’” Gold-
berg said. “I think every vote’s going to 
count, we learned about that last year 
with the passage of the bond issue by 
two votes.”

Despite the favorable numbers from 
the survey, an opposition group has al-
ready formed, calling itself A Better 
Plan for Wydown. The group is cen-
tered on architect Michael Roth’s alter-
native plan for WMS that he presented 
at the Jan. 13 BOE meeting. Roth’s 
plans would renovate Wydown instead 
of rebuild it.

“They’re tearing down approxi-
mately 104,000 square feet of what 
we think is rather useful space,” Roth 
said. “Our plan, basically, is taking that 
104,000 square feet and adding 30,000 
square feet to it.”

Roth said his plan would only cost 
$18.5 million and would result in more 
classrooms than the plan included 
in Prop W. He added that the group 
doesn’t believe that Wydown’s prob-
lems necessitate a complete rebuild, 
saying that the classrooms are “fully 
functional,” although more are needed, 
and that the District never thoroughly 
considered a renovation.

“As I understand it, according to the 
architect who did the work for the Dis-
trict, the District asked for a new build-

BOE votes to put Prop W on April ballot

Wydown Middle School’s auditorium lobby, where Jerry Estes teaches his choir classes because of a lack of space.  The BOE voted 
to place Prop. W, a $39.4 million bond issue, on the April ballot to address this and other issues with the current building.

The North Central Association 
Commission on Accreditation and 
School Improvement (NCA) will send a 
visiting team to CHS on March 2 and 3. 
The team will evaluate the school based 
on the organization’s seven standards 
and present a report of their findings.

CHS has been accredited by the 
NCA since 1914. The school chooses 
to go through the process of accredita-
tion once every five years, although it is 
not required to do so. The state only re-
quires that CHS participate in the Mis-
souri School Improvement Program 
(MSIP).

The NCA accreditation process has 
two basic parts.

“First, we complete a report called 
a Standards Assessment Report (SAR),” 
CHS Academics Director Josh Meyers 
said. “This report, based on the seven 
standards, is the guidebook for the vis-
iting team. The report for this cycle was 
57 pages and was started by the entire 
faculty.”

Over the past year, CHS has been 
preparing for the visit.

“It began December of ’08, when 
we invited stakeholders, such as par-
ents and students, to join the faculty 
and central office folks to review our 
mission and guiding principles,” CHS 
Principal Louise Losos said. “This year, 
we’ve spent a part of every faculty meet-
ing working in small groups to prepare 
the SAR.”

The preparation process, not just 
the team’s visit, serves as a time to look 
critically at the school.

“Under each standard there are in-
dicators,” Losos said. “Under each one 
we assess whether we are anywhere 
from the bottom, emerging, operation-
al, or highly effective. There are some 
areas in which we are operational, 

which means we’re doing it, but it’s not 
really systemic, or emerging, where we 
just started working on it.”

According to Meyers, it is a time 
when light is shed on both negative and 
positive aspects of CHS, aspects that 
might otherwise have gone unnoticed.

“We have discovered some impor-
tant things we can improve on, like 
being more effective users of data, and 
consistently examining and commu-
nicating school improvement results,” 
Meyers said. “More significantly we 
have affirmed a lot of things we are do-
ing well, primarily in the field of ‘teach-
ing and learning’. By having the entire 
faculty examine the seven standards, 
we really are conducting an internal 
audit of everything significant about 
our school.”

The second part of the process 
comprises the visit. Meyers said that 
after examining the SAR, the visiting 
team will come to CHS and exam-
ine artifacts, conduct interviews with 
stakeholders, including students, and 
observe in classrooms and hallways. 
There will be minimal disruption for 
the students.

“There will be eight members of the 
visiting team,” Losos said. “They will 
spend one full day, maybe a day and 
a half, interviewing people – teachers, 
support staff, students, parents, board 
members. They have a very prescrip-
tive interview – they have specific ques-
tions that they ask, so we know what’s 
coming.”

The NCA team will present an oral 
report of its findings after school on 
March 3.

“They will report to the faculty a) 
whether or not we’re accredited and b) 
level of accreditation,” Losos said. “I am 

NCA accreditation 
team to visit CHS

History teacher and CHS Academics Director Josh Meyers reviews the School District’s 
2009-2010 budget in preparation for NCA’s March 2 and 3 visit and evaluation.
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MSHSAA changes eligibility 
rules  regarding zero-hours

Dee Luo

Sports and extracurricular activities are continually of-
fered at CHS as a chance for students to have fun, work with 
a team, and engage in spirited competition.  But this year, the 
Missouri State High School Athletic Association (MSHSAA) 
has put in place a new rule which may bar some students 
from participating in these activities.

Recently, the member schools of MSHSAA voted on a 
new regulation that will change some students’ eligibility.  
The new rule states: ‘Extra’ classes taken beyond the nor-
mal school day shall be excluded from all consideration (i.e. 
credits achieved in the ‘extra classes’ shall not be considered 
either for or against academic eligibility).

Some Clayton students might remember changes to the 
eligibility requirements that were made within the 
past few years.  Namely, the requirement was 
raised from 2.5 credits per semester to 3.0 
credits per semester.  Principal Louise Lo-
sos was involved in the original decision to 
raise the amount of credit.

“The reasoning behind it is the state 
had just raised their graduation re-
quirement from 22 to 24, and at 
2.5 you could be eligible every 
semester and not graduate on 
time, which seemed almost 
educational malpractice,” Losos 
said. “It just seemed wrong that 
you could say to a kid, you can 
play sports every season but not 
graduate on time.  So we voted 
to raise it to 3.0.”

MSHSAA executive director 
Kerwin Urhahn was also involved 
in the passage of the new rule for el-
igibility standards in the 2009-2010 
school year.

“The increase in academic 
eligibility standard, By-Law 213, 
moving from 2.5 units of credit or 70 
percent of courses offered, whichever 
is greater, to the new standard of 3.0 
units of credit or 80 percent of cours-
es offered, whichever is greater was 
voted on and approved in the Spring 
2007 Ballot,” Urhahn said.

Member schools vote on new 
rules for athletic eligibility each year.  The democratic pro-
cess usually makes sure that schools are aware of all compo-
nents of the rules they vote on.

“The proposed changes to the MSHSAA Constitution re-
quire a two-thirds approval, and By-Law change requires a 
simple majority,” Urhahn said. “All rule changes are voted on 
by the member schools... There are 578 member schools and 
81 percent of those schools voted on last year’s ballot.”

MSHSAA gave the member schools time to acclimate 
students to these new requirements, so that no student was 
left behind in the shift towards more credits.

“It did not go into effect until the 2009-2010 school year to 
ensure that all students and schools were aware of the change 
and would not get surprised by the increase,” Urhahn said.

Losos also made efforts to spread the news of the changes 
in eligibility requirements.

“We were given a full year’s heads-up on it,” Losos said. 
“We tried to make sure the students knew, and there were 
still some students who missed it, that you needed to be en-
rolled in 3.0, and you needed to to have passed the prior se-
mester 3.0.”

However, a few Clayton students were not able to retain 
their eligibility after the new rule was instituted for the 2009 
fall semester.

“We feel really bad about the kids who are ineligible,” Lo-

sos said. “I feel horrible.  We have second-semester seniors.”
Losos plans to utilize new computer programs to help 

catch students who are currently ineligible.
“In the end, we did a lot of education with the students, 

and we didn’t have enough institutional safety checks in 
place,” Losos said. “So we’ll be putting those in place.”

Urhahn advises students to be sure to take more than 
enough classes to satisfy the requirement, even without 
counting zero-hour classes.

“I would suggest they take at least the minimum require-
ment during the normal school day to maintain their bona 
fide student status (for a 7-period day, they would need to 
be enrolled in at least 6 classes each worth a half a credit),” 
Urhahn said. “Also, I would make sure those students were 
aware they had no room for error.  They would have to pass 
all their classes.”

For the spring semester, Losos and other faculty have al-
ready put checks in place which will take into account the 
jump to 3.0 credits.

“Right now for this semester, we’ve checked all kids’ 
schedules to make sure they have the 3.0, and we 
checked all kids who had 3.25 and down, or 3.25 to 3.0, 
to make sure that... one of those 3.25...wasn’t forensics 

or jazz band,” Losos said. “We don’t want kids to be ineligible 
because of a mistake.”

New attendance and enrollment reports will help in the 
process of screening each student for eligibility.

“Moving forward, because of what 
happened first semester, we’ve put 
some new protocols into place that 
will increase our safety net,” Losos 

said. “The technology folks at central 
office have created a report that they can 

now run... that can tell us students 
who are enrolled – how many 
credits are they eligible for.”

Unfortunately, however, some 
students will probably not be able 
to participate in sports this se-
mester due to the requirement of 
3.0 passed courses.

Additionally, the new rule’s 
definition of “normal school 

day” is rather unclear.
“A normal school day is 

where a school says a stu-
dent should achieve a mini-
mum number of credits and 

offers the student the ability 
to take the corresponding number of classes,” Urhahn said. 
“Therefore if a school normally has a 1st hour through 7th 
hour, then the normal school day would be 7 half credits per 
semester.”

Some students disagree with the new rule and feel that 
zero hours should be counted towards eligibility.  Elle Jacobs, 
a junior at CHS, plays tennis and participates in jazz band.  
Although she attends jazz band in the early morning, it does 
not count towards her eligibility.

“It is not fair for MSHSAA not to count zero hour class-
es for sports because students wake up extra early and still 
have a 46 minute class period, so zero hour classes should 
be counted equally as any other class during the day,” Jacobs 
said.

The member schools voted to eliminate zero hours in the 
spring of 2009. Losos and the Clayton Athletic Director, Bob 
Bone, attended a rules meeting after the new rule was voted 
on.  It was at this meeting that they heard for the first time 
the details of this new eligibility standard.

“At that time, Mr. Bone and I were made aware that the 
new rule stated something to the effect that it was 3.0 earned 
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On February 17, 2009 President Ba-
rack Obama signed the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

The Act called for federal tax cuts, 
expansion of unemployment benefits 
and other social welfare provisions. 

It also would increase domestic 
spending in education, healthcare, and 
infrastructure. In total, the act is worth 
about a whopping $787 billion.

After little over a year, what has the 
stimulus package brought to Missouri, 
more specifically, the St. Louis Metro-
politan area so far?

For starters, the Army Corps of En-
gineers has received a lot of money for 
infastructure repair from the package. 
The corps was appropriated $4.6 alto-
gether. The St. Louis district decided 
to focus on four critical missions such 
as flood risk management, navigation 
management, environmental support, 
and civilian recreation sites. 

More specifically, the money will 
be used to maintain levees, flood walls, 
locks along the Mississippi River, wild-
life sanctuaries and large area lakes.

“There are two things that decide 
which projects receive stimulus fund-
ing,” said Michael Dace of the Army 
Corps of Engineers. “One decision 
maker is, what Congress and the presi-
dent tell us to complete and after that 
we decide ourselves, which projects 

need the money and the work the most 
after that.”

One improvement that is being 
made in the flood risk management 
category is to the St. Louis Flood Pro-
tection System. The flood protection 
system is better known as the two walls 
on each side of the steps of the Gateway 
Arch. In terms of lake improvements, 
the corps is making tremendous im-
provements to Mark Twain Lake by re-
locating its business center and main-
tenance improvements to the Carlyle 
Damn in Illinois.

The Army Corps of Engineers has 
made and is still making a lot of im-
provements to American society so far 
through the stimulus package by creat-
ing approximately 57,400 construction 
jobs directly and another 64,000 jobs 
indirectly in firms supplying or sup-
porting the construction.

One stimulus project that is soon 
to come is the Chicago-St. Louis high 
speed rail line. The rail line will link the 
two cities together through a 110 mph 
train going both ways. The state of Il-
linois will get $1.1 billion to make track 
improvements that will enable the 110 
mph passenger line.

“I really hope that this project will 
actually get built,” freshman Lindsey 
Berman said. “I think it would create a 
lot of jobs and also bring a lot of tourist 
from Chicago to St. Louis and the other 
way around.”

One individual that is really push-

Just before the midterm congressio-
nal elections, the 20-year old Supreme 
Court ruling that barred corporations 
from spending freely in elections was 
broken.

Chief Justice Roberts and Justices 
Kennedy, Alito, Thomas, and Scalia all 
voted in favor of a ruling that would 
allow corporations to spend freely 
in elections. Justices Stevens, Breyer, 
Ginsburg, and Sotomayor made up the 
minority voting against the act.

By a 5-4 vote, the court majority 
justified its decision by saying that the 
previous laws had been a violation of 
basic First Amendment rights, their 
argument being that the government 
cannot regulate political speech.

“When government seeks to use 
its full power, including the criminal 
law, to command where a person may 
get his or her information or what dis-
trusted source he or she may not hear, 
it uses censorship to control thought,” 
Kennedy said. “This is unlawful. The 
First Amendment confirms the free-
dom to think for ourselves.”

The opposing four justices saw the 
ruling differently. They believed the act 
would weaken elections in the future.

“The court’s ruling threatens to un-
dermine the integrity of elected institu-
tions around the nation,” Stevens said.

According to the New York Times, 
the new ruling overruled two previous 
precedents. 

The first is “Austin v. Michigan 
Chamber of Congress, a 1990 decision 
that upheld restrictions on corporate 
spending to support or oppose political 
candidates.”

The second ruling, known as Mc-
Connell v. Federal Election Commis-
sion, was a decision in 2003 that upheld 
the part of the Bipartisan Campaign 
Reform Act of 2002, which limited 
corporations’ and unions’ campaign 
spending. 

In most legal situations corpora-
tions are treated like indivinduals, and 
thereore they have the same rights.

“The court essentially said that 
corporations are legal persons for pur-
poses of the First Amendment,” Saint 

Louis University Assistant Professor 
of Political Science and Law Matthew 
Hall said. “Just as they are in most legal 
contexts, and as such the government 
may not limit the money they spend on 
‘electioneering’.”

Although the new ruling will great-
ly reshape the way elections are held, 
there are still restrictions on the corpo-
rate financers.

“Corporations will now be able to 
spend money from their general trea-
sury on ads that influence elections,” 
Hall said. “But they still can’t donate 
directly to the candidate.”

Another law still intact requires 
nonprofit groups that support a politi-
cal candidate to disclose certain finan-
cial backing.

The new ruling may not only affect 

candidates in current elections, it may 
also affect candidates already in office. 

“Corporations not only can spend 
more to encourage certain policy posi-
tions,” Professor of Political Science at 
Washington University Bill Lowry said. 
“They can also threaten to spend more 
if some elected official takes a position 
that they don’t like. This could be in-
timidating to some office-holders.”

Many Americans are wondering 
how this ruling will affect the power of 
unions and corporations in the future. 

Although the ruling seems in favor 
of conservative businesses, it could also 
be in favor of liberal unions.

“Supporters of the ruling say it will 
lead to fuller and freer electoral cam-
paigns,” Hall said. “Opponents say it 
will allow corporations to buy elections 

The whole world watched in horror on Jan. 12, 2010, as 
Haiti suffered the aftermath of an earthquake that measured 
a 7.0 magnitude. This disaster was followed by six more after-
shocks measuring between 5.9 and 4.5. America and the rest 
of the world thought of the suffering children, the women 
and the men who were trapped under buildings who had lost 
everything.

Many countries rushed to the small island with medi-
cal supplies and doctors, only to make a small dent toward 
repairing the damage. People in churches, synagogues, 
mosques, and in their homes prayed for the people who were 
hurting and who had been killed. But who was thinking of 
the animals?

When a natural disaster of this magnitude occurs, it does 
not just affect the people who inhabit the area. It also affects 
the animals. Everyone remembers Hurricane Katrina and 
the thousands of animals that were being sent to shelters and 
adopted all over the country.

But what do people do about the abandoned animals 
from a country that is not their own?

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), an 
animal rights organization, has only commented on the sub-
ject on its website, and have said nothing about future plans 
to help.

However, in a recent New York Times Interview, Karen 
Ashmore, executive director of the Lambi Fund agricultural 
group in Haiti, talked about the conditions before the earth-
quake for pets and how the state of the animals was grim 
even before the earthquake occurred.

‘’The concept of pets is quite foreign to Haitians,” Ash-
more said. “Most Haitians can barely feed themselves, much 
less a pet.’’

After the disaster Haiti just experienced, animals come 
second place to human needs.

According to The American Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation, “As always with disasters like this, the humanitarian 
rescue efforts will be the focus in Haiti for the first week or 
so. However, veterinarians are on standby to assist with the 
tragedy.”

Injured animals in Haiti receive care from aid organizations

Corporations declared ‘people’

ing for the development of the program 
is President Obama. Obama believes 
that it will create a lot of jobs and oth-
erwise stimulate the economy. Obama 
stressed the need for creating more jobs 
and made it his number one priority 
for the new year.

One company that is not always rec-
ognized for its doings that received a 
lot of money is MODOT (Missouri De-
partment of Transportation). MODOT 
received almost $788 million for trans-
portation projects. 

Specifically, in St. Louis that money 
is being spent to help make repairs to 
local area highways and the St. Louis 
City Port for dock improvements. 

Some highways in the St. Louis 
Metro area that are being repaired us-
ing stimulus money are Highway 70, 
the Maryland Heights Expressway, and 
Route 141.

“Not only is this project creating 
jobs for Americans but it also makes 
me feel safe on the roads, knowing that 
the roads are up to date and nobody 
can get hurt,” sophomore Sam Fox said. 
“These new repairs and maintenance 
checks have not just brought good to 
our community, but they have made it 
a safer environment for travel.”

It has only been a year since the 
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 has been in effect, but 
only two-thirds of the money has been 
distributed, which still leaves more to 
come. 

Federal funds appropriated to St. Louis for renovation projects

and probably give an advantage to Re-
publican candidates. Although busi-
nesses tend to be heavily Republican, 
unions tend to be heavily Democratic, 
and the unions may now spend directly 
on elections as well.  So I think the ef-
fect will balance out to some degree.”

The new ruling could impact candi-
dates’ campaigns in ways visible to the 
voter. 

With more money from the cor-
porations also comes more money to 
spend on advertisements.

“If the normal American citizen 
thought that they were already getting 
an overload of ads during elections, 
wait until the next campaign,” Lowry 
said. “In addition, the potential for 
greater spending by corporations could 
impact a wide range of public policies, 
although this remains to be seen.”

In a speech made by President 
Obama, he voiced his concerns of 
the new ruling and how it might de-
mean the role of the average citizen in 
elections.

“The Supreme Court has given a 
green light to a new stampede of special 
interest money in our politics,” Obama 
said in a statement. “It is a major victory 
for big oil, Wall Street banks, health in-
surance companies and the other pow-
erful interests that marshal their power 
every day in Washington to drown out 
the voices of everyday Americans.”

The upcoming midterm congressio-
nal elections will feel the effects of the 
new ruling most strongly.

The Supreme Court ruling shocked 
many people, and it is certain that the 
way elections will be conducted has 
been changed dramatically. 

The court ruling remained judi-
cial throughout the case, though, and 
it is obvious that the court wanted a 
change.

“Whatever one thinks about the im-
plications of the court’s ruling...it would 
be hard for someone to argue that this 
Supreme Court did not pursue judi-
cial activism in this case,” Lowry said. 
“The case itself could have resulted in 
a much more narrow ruling that did 
not produce significant disagreements 
with past decisions and precedents, but 
this court obviously wanted to make a 
strong statement.” 

Luckily, some very devoted activists all over the world are 
ready to do what they can to help the injured and sick ani-
mals of Haiti.

An organization called Sodopreca is the only Domini-
can animal rights group that is going to Haiti specifically to 
rescue the animals. Another charity called the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare is jumping in and helping the ani-
mals after immediate human needs are met.

An international relief effort has been created for these 
four-legged victims called the Animal Relief Coalition for 
Haiti (ARCH). 

Organizations involved include the World Society for the 
Protections of Animals (WSPA), the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), American 
Humane Association, Humane Society International, United 
Animal Nations (UAN), Kinship Circle and Best Friends 
Animal Society. 

Doctors from the ASPCA are already in Haiti and are 
vaccinating and performing some surgeries on around 60 
animals each day. Most of the animals that have received help 
from these doctors are dogs and cats.

Water, food and other supplies will be transported around 
Haiti in a mobile veterinary clinic. Not only will this clinic 
help animals but it will also vaccinate them to avoid any out-
breaks of disease. The clinic will be driven from the Domini-
can Republic to Haiti.

WSPA commented on its mission and ARCH’s mission in 
Haiti. Not only do these organizations want to vaccinate ani-
mals to decrease the chance of disease, but they also want to 
raise awareness among Haitians of their presence so people 
will bring their animals to facilities. 

New vets will be trained so more animals can be helped, 
and ARCH plans to set up solar powered clinics and pur-
chase all needed medicine and equipment with the donation 
money.

The relief team mentioned above is accepting donations 
on the International Fund for Animal Welfares website. 
Other charity websites that accept donations include www.
sodopreca.com or www.wspausa.org.  Although there is 
much work to be done, and $1.2 million is needed to follow 
through with plans, people are making a major effort to help 
the animals in Haiti. 

Global Corner: 

The St. Louis metropolitan area is benefiting directly from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act signed by 
President Obama in 2009. The bill has provided funding for major infrastructure projects in the St. Louis metropoli-

tan area, including repairing the city’s highways and flood management program. 

Ongoing construction work in the St. Louis area is being funded by money appropriated to the city from the federal stimulus 
package that went into effect in 2009. 

The Supreme Court recently decided on Citizens United vs. Federal Elections Commit-
tee by a 5-4 vote. The ruling allows open corporate support of political candidates.
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For all the immense expectations 
that Apolo Ohno, Lindsey Vonn, and 
Shaun White face, athletes from a 
multitude of countries have trained 
for equally grueling hours in the hope 
of simply competing in the Winter 
Olympic Games in Vancouver. 

Aside from the American favor-
ites who have the world’s eyes on 
them, yet another country whose 
athletes face extremely high expeca-
tions is China. In pairs skating, the 
favorites for Olympic gold were Shen 
and Zhao, a married Chinese couple 
who have been together for 18 years 
but continue to live in the dormi-
tories reserved for athletes in their 
home country. 

“When I watched pairs figure 
skating, I was really rooting for Shen 
and Zhao. I’ve heard their story, my 
parents know their story…it really 
instilled some national pride when 
I heard that they won,” said junior 
Mimi Liu, who’s family is from 
China. 

Short-track speed skating came 
down to an athletic battle between 
the U.S. and South Korea, another 
country that, like China, provides 
strong support and funding for its 
athletic programs. 

While major television networks 
broadcasted glamorous profiles of 
American gold-medal hopefuls, 
other countries achieved landmark 
milestones in international athleti-
cism. Iran had a female alpine skier 
in the Olympics for the first time, 
and India sent a lone luger. 

During the Parade of Nations, 
which opened the Games, viewers 
could see the diversity of partici-
pating nations. Several countries in 

tropical regions were represented 
alongside the old-time favorites 
such as Canada, Germany, and Rus-
sia. The range of countries included 
Ghana, Algeria, Jamaica, Mexico, and 
Ethiopia. 

Unfortunately, the Winter Games 
in many ways highlights the gap be-
tween wealthy and poor countries. 
Not only do several countries in the 
tropics lack the climate to train year 
round, they also lack funding for the 
equipment and coaching to be com-
petitive with traditional medal-win-
ning nations. 

For example, according to the 
Botswana National Sports Council’s 
website, the council “relies on private 
donors for funding.” By contrast, the 
Australian Sports Commission wrote 
on its website that, “the Australian 
Government provides funding for 
sport as an investment in the commu-
nity in terms of national pride, health, 
and economic activity.” 

Furthermore, the national inter-
est in winter sports in tropical coun-
tries is fairly low. According to the 
Bahamas Government’s website, the 
government increased its funding for 
sports programs in 2007 and allocated 
money for basketball, track and field, 
and boxing, among others. However, 
money was not appropriated specifi-
cally for winter sports. 

Still, fans in the tropics remain 
supportive and optimistic. 

“In 2006 Mexico didn’t send any-
one [to the Winter Olympics], but 
this year they sent one athlete; he’s 51 
and this is his fourth Olympics,” said 
sophomore Paul Lisker, who is from 
Mexico. “Mexico isn’t that strong in 
the Winter Olympics, but it’s an hon-
or to have at least one person repre-
senting the country.”  

Jonathan Knohl

Winter Olympics reflect
differences between 

participating nations
by Sneha Viswanathan

Senior World Editor
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Students will have a chance to sign up for the Arts Fair, 
an event where students are assigned a buddy who they help 
around and make crafts with. The annual Clayton High 
School and Special School District Arts Fair will be held 
on Thursday, April 8, 2010. “It is the most fun day of school 
you’ll ever go to,” junior Scott Jeffrey said.

In order to participate, students will have to go through 
buddy training. Shelby Sternberg, a member of the activities 
committee for the arts fair, explained the training.

“It is not a very big commitment,” Sternberg said. “You 
are just required to sign up, make a card for your buddy dur-
ing lunch and attend a buddy training session for a period, 
and then be a buddy on the big day.”

Students, however, do have the choice of attending the 
Arts Fair day at school. Jeffrey does not like this procedure.

“I dislike how the school allows people to think it’s op-
tional, because then some kids, without realizing it, miss out 
on an incredible, eye-opening, and all around fun day,” Jef-
frey said.

Though students have the choice of attending, 80% of 
Clayton High School students participate in some way at the 
Fair.

This Arts Fair will bring some of the same activities, but 
an exciting new theme.

“The theme is Museums, and it’s going to be incredible,” 
Jeffrey said. “There will all types of museums for the different 
individual rooms.”

Sternberg said there will be three wings, with art, history, 
and science museums.

Jeffrey also said that the committee has arranged for 
storytellers, music provided by the middle and high school 
bands and possibly a magician. Members of the committee 
work hard in order to prepare for the big day.

Sophomore Isabella Jacobs participated in her first 
Arts Fair last year. She found it to be a moving experience 
and plans on participating in the event every year of high 
school.

“I would definitely recommend volunteering to freshman 
and other students,” Jacobs said. “The kids just get so excited 
from the activities, and this makes everyone happy.”

Activities Director Mike Nelke, in his first year, has seen 
firsthand how much students enjoy preparing for the Arts 
Fair.

“I’ve helped out with this event in the past but you do 
not realize how much planning goes into one day until you 
actually do it,” Nelke said. “It’s neat to see how excited and 
enthusiastic our students are about this day.”

This year 250 SSD students will be paired with the 300 
Clayton High School students. The Arts Fair is between 8 
a.m. and 3 p.m and the day will be filled with numerous art 
activities, performances, and entertainment for CHS stu-
dents and their buddies. Students will be given a chance to 
sign up for the fair during third hour on a day before spring 
break.

Nelke and Sternberg agreed that helping at the Arts Fair 
is a great chance to learn.

“It’s a great opportunity to get to know and help a fellow 
student,” Nelke said.

“Even if you may feel a little uncomfortable at first, it is a 
good day to learn how to be in situations that aren’t always 
easy,” Sternberg said. 

Big Brother is watching you.
Throughout the school day at CHS, librarians monitor 

the use of computers by students in Lab B of the library.  
For over 10 years, this monitoring of students’ computers 
has been taking place not only at CHS but also throughout 
the Clayton School District, with little notice from Clayton 
students.

“The thing we’re trying to do is help the students,” Lauran 
DeRigne, the Head Librarian at CHS, said.  “It’s a benefit to 
[the students] that we keep that lab for student use for school 
work and that is really what it’s needed for.”

DeRigne explained how throughout the school day, stu-
dents use the computer lab as a place to do their homework.   
However, when the labs are full, she explained that students 
who are unable to work on the computers become frustrat-
ed, especially when they see kids on the computers playing 
games and not being productive.

“When the labs are really full, we would like to make sure 
that there are enough computers for kids who want to do 
school work,” technology specialist David Hoffman said.  
“So, that’s when we are more likely to monitor and kick off 
kids who are listening to music, watching movies, or down-
loading things.”

Hoffman also emphasized how some students rely on 
working in the computer lab because they do not have access 
to a computer at home.

“There are some students who need that time here be-
cause they don’t have technology at home,” Hoffman said.  

“We don’t want kids wasting time on computers while other 
kids need to get work done before they go home.”

With more and more students playing games in the labs 
and the library continuing to become a louder more social 

by Jacob Bernstein 
Reporter

Arts fair steering committee prepares for annual festive event 

environment, Principal Louise Losos also feels the library 
struggles between being a place for studying or socializing.

“The library always walks that fine line between being a 
place where kids can gather and be social and a place where 
students go to do research and work,” Losos said.  “And it 
needs to err on the side of research and work but not so much 
as to make it unwelcome to everyone else. I think [computer 
monitoring] is just another way they try to maintain this 
balance.”

In addition to monitoring computers, librarians can also 
check a student’s schedule to see if he or she is skipping class 
at that moment.

“Sometimes if there has been an issue with a student, we 
can look to see [his or her] schedule, but we don’t use remote 
desktop, so that’s really not monitoring computers,” DeRigne 
said.  “It’s more of, we know the student and where should 
they be because they are not doing any work right now.”

If the librarians see that a student is skipping class in the 
lab, they will immediately email the teacher of the class that 
the student is skipping and inform them that their student is 
in the library.

“I think teachers appreciate that fact the librarians are let-
ting them know [that a student] is in here, [when] he’s sup-
posed to be in your class right now,” Losos said.

However, some students have expressed concern for their 
privacy since the librarians are monitoring their computer 
screens in Lab B.

“It feels like they are standing over your shoulder,” Sopho-
more Stephanie Avery said.

Likewise, Sophomore Georgina Kluser feels invaded by 
the monitoring as she explained that the monitoring made 

her feel uncomfortable when she is trying to work in the lab.
Despite these concerns, DeRigne said that all students 

were required to sign the School District of Clayton’s Accept-
able Use Policy, which states, “The district may monitor em-
ployee and student technology usage.  Electronic communi-
cations, all data stored on the district’s technology resources, 
and downloaded material, including files deleted from a stu-
dent’s account, may be intercepted, accessed or searched by 
district’s administrators or designees at any time.”

Yet, Hoffman believes that very few students are actually 
monitored in Lab B.

“Percentage wise, there’s very little monitoring that is go-
ing on,” Hoffman said.  “I would say out of 100 students in the 
lab maybe one or two, percentage wise, would be monitored. 
We don’t sit there just to monitor to try to catch people. It’s 
just not that widely used.”

However, the librarians are always on the lookout for any 
illegal electronic activity in the student computer lab wheth-
er it is a student illegally downloading a new hit song or a 
popular movie.

“If we do see kids downloading movies or music, that is 
highly illegal and we’ll stop them from doing that,” Hoffman 
said.  “That could be big trouble for the district.”

In the end, Losos agreed that monitoring computers in 
Lab B is necessary for sustaining a productive work environ-
ment in the labs; however, for a high school with an open 
campus, students should know that they could be monitored 
when using a computer in Lab B.

“I would hope that there would be a transparency,” Losos 
said.  “You ought to know when you go on the computers 
that this is a possibility.” 

by Zachary Praiss 
Reporter

CHS librarians monitor student use of library computers 
Jen Maylack

The Arts Fair Steering Committee meets in the Greyhound room, where they plan for this years’ Special School District Arts Fair. 
The Arts Fair is an event many CHS students and faculty participate in with enthusiasm. 

during a regular school day,” Lo-
sos said. “They explained, at that time, 
that that meant zero hours wouldn’t 
count.  That was the first we had heard 
of that.”

Since she had not known this was 
part of the language of the rule, Losos 
was indignant after the meeting.

“Mr. Bone and I left that meeting 
rather angry, to be honest, because 
I fully supported raising it to 3.0, I 
thought that was completely appropri-
ate, but that the reasoning given for 
why zero-hour classes wouldn’t count, 
I felt, was specious, and rather short-
sighted,” Losos said.

According to Urhahn, the reason 
for the new rule was merely a simpli-
fication of eligibility requirements for 
member schools who had complained 
about too much complexity in the 
system.

“It was introduced last year due to 
the increased number of schedules and 
classes taken by students where admin-
istrators had to calculate each student’s 
academic eligibility on multiple sched-
ules,” Urhahn said. “Many schools have 
more than 800 students participating 
in sports and activities that meant they 
could have 800 different schedules as 
they worked through the academic 
eligibility.”

For Clayton students, the new rule 
has a direct impact on those who take 
zero-hour courses.

“Jazz band, forensics, lab jazz band, 
do not meet during the school day at 
all,” Losos said. “So right now, those 
will not count towards eligibility.”

Several other member schools from 
MSHSAA argued that Clayton’s wide, 
varied course offerings gave students an 
unfair advantage because their schools 
weren’t able to offer zero hour courses.  
However, Losos disagrees with this 
reasoning.

“It’s an equity issue because some 
school districts can’t offer it,” Losos 
said. “My response is twofold.  One is, 
they can.  They choose not to because 
it’s too expensive, or too logistically 

difficult.”
Losos does acknowledge that Clay-

ton is a unique academic community; 
in fact, she cites that very fact as the 
reason why the zero-hour rule should 
be eliminated.

“We offer classes that other school 
districts don’t offer,” Losos said. “We 
offer AP Music Theory.  How many 
schools in the state  offer AP Music 
Theory?  My guess is that you could 
probably count them on two hands.  
Certainly far less than a majority of 
the schools.  Does that mean that we 
shouldn’t be allowed to count that?”

Other schools have also argued 
that the students’ option to take eight 
or even nine classes in one school day 
is only giv-
ing them an 
opportunity 
to fail more 
classes.  Lo-
sos counters 
this argu-
ment as well.

“Part of 
the response 
is, so we just 
want to be 
able to let 
kids fail more 
classes,” Lo-
sos said. 
“That’s not it.  
If you’re re-
ally worried 
about a fail-
ure model, 
then MSH-
SAA should pass a rule requiring a 
minimum GPA to play, or no failures.”

Additionally, Losos recognizes that 
students who take more classes than 
are necessary usually do so because 
they are genuinely interested in the 
subject, and not because they want the 
opportunity to fail a class, yet still be 
eligible for sports.

“Our kids who are taking eight and 
nine, it’s because they want to get more 
classes, it’s not about getting more 
credit,” Losos said.

The zero-hour courses that do not 
meet at all during the school day aren’t 

meant for students who are struggling 
with academics.  In fact, they are en-
riching academic opportunities.  Fur-
thermore, according to MSHSAA, 
“Participation in high school activities 
is a valuable educational experience 
and should not be looked upon as a 
reward for academic success.  Stu-
dents with low academic ability need 
the educational development provided 
through participation in activities as 
much as students with average or above 
average ability.”

Ability, therefore, should not be the 
deciding factor in whether a student 
should be allowed to participate in 
sports or other MSHSAA activities. For 
some students, participating in these 

other activities is quite sig-
nificant.  For example, stu-
dents enrolled in forensics 
do not receive credit for 
that class, but many partici-
pate in debate tournaments, 
which is a MSHSAA event.  

Junior Sagar Yadama 
has taken forensics, and is 
an active participate of the 
Clayton Speech and Debate 
team.

“MSHSAA activities are 
not only sports related but 
include debate as well as 
band statewide contests,” 
Yadama said.  “Thus, this 
rule not only alienates those 
that do compete in debate 
and band, but also devalu-
ates the classes that are not 
counted. This rule is a two-

fold malediction on Missouri schools.”
Many students who participate in 

zero-hour classes, however, are also 
high-achieving students in general.

“So this isn’t kids who are trying 
to get by,” Losos said. “The zero-hour 
classes are not remedial.  These are 
classes that kids would not be able to 
take if we had to offer them during the 
school day.”

Students themselves can attest to 
the demanding nature of zero-hour 
classes.  Junior Ian Miller agrees with 
Losos’ statement, and contends that 
zero-hour classes are some of the most 

challenging offered at Clayton.
“Zero hours require just as much, 

and possibly more, personal drive than 
classes during the day,” Miller said.  “It 
takes some serious motivation to sac-
rifice an hour of sleep every day.  I’d 
also say there is tangible evidence of 
the accomplishments made in zero 
hour classes, and it seems arbitrary and 
somewhat belittling to exclude them 
from filling credit requirements.”

Urhahn and Losos met to discuss the 
new rule, and Losos tried to convince 
Urhahn and other member schools to 
see things from Clayton’s perspective.

“We contacted the MSHSAA ex-
ecutive, Kerwin Urhahn, and talked to 
him,” Losos said. “Because we have an 
open campus, our kids don’t necessar-
ily have a traditional schedule.  If they 
don’t need to be in seven classes, some-
times they’re not.  The world that we’re 
moving towards is pushing schools to 
be more and more flexible in how kids 
earn credit.”

The meeting was a success, and Lo-
sos cautiously hopes that the “normal 
school day” part of the eligibility rule 
might soon change.

“We had a very good conversation,” 
Losos said. “We sort of made an appeal 
explaining that some of our kids start 
early and end late, that we might have 

kids start at 7:30 but end at 1:30, or 
start at third hour and go until later.”

In fact, Losos was surprised by the 
positive response from MSHSAA.

“We’ve heard from the state that 
they actually listened to our scenarios,” 
Losos said. “They are looking at lan-
guage to potentially to state in there 
that a school can sort of set what is a 
standard school day, and a kid could go 
zero to six, two to nine, if we said our 
day was a seven-period day, so long as 
it was sort of your standard school day.  
That’s still in discussion.”

Urhahn also predicts that MSHSAA 
may change the rule in the near future.

“I believe there is a good chance that 
the item will be on the annual ballot to 
allow schools to establish their nor-
mal school day requirements,” Urhahn 
said.

The horizon may hold changes in 
the rule, but for now, Losos plans to 
continue her current strategy by edu-
cating the student body as much as 
possible to make sure there are no mis-
takes in eligibility requirements.

“I would say I am cautiously opti-
mistic, but we are working this semes-
ter as if that’s not going to change,” Lo-
sos said. “If we get word, sometime in 
the spring, then we will rejoice.”

Losos recognizes that had the eligi-

bility requirement been kept at 2.5, the 
zero-hour issue would not seem to be 
as big of a problem.

“In all honesty, when the credits 
were 2.5, the fact that we had this kind 
of schedule didn’t really matter,” Losos 
said. “In a seven-period day, you’re un-
likely not to be enrolled in 2.5, and if 
you were, you’re probably a senior, and 
you have a really light load, and some-
one would talk to you about that.”

Losos also admits that there are 
alternative interpretations of the rule, 
and Clayton could potentially use those 
alternatives to circumvent the purpose 
of the rule.  But she also insists that 
the best way to deal with an eligibility 
problem is to be honest.

“These are the rules, we are a mem-
ber, we live by them,” Losos said. “We 
could ignore the rule, and say, they’ve 
earned three credits, we interpret it 
differently...I’d rather have us live by the 
rules and be upfront about it.”

Should the changes occur, Losos 
will be much more satisfied with the 
credit requirements than she is now.

“We will  have moved past it and got 
a rule that I actually think is appropri-
ate,” Losos said. “You should have to 
have 3.0 credits to be eligible, and we 
have many ways for you to gain those 
3.0.” 

MSHSAA changes eligibility requirements for athletes 

“ I’d also say there is 
tangible evidence 
of the accomplish-
ments made in zero 
hour classes, and it 
seems arbitrary and 
somewhat belittling 
to exclude them 
from filling credit 
requirements.
Ian Miller 
Junior

Librarians have been monitoring students’ computers in one of the computer labs in the library to 
ensure that they are used for school work rather than other purposes 

Eligibility requirements
pg. 1

Jenna Carlie
CHS basketball players play against Westminster. The Missouri High School Athletic Association requires athletes to 
be enrolled in a minimum number of credits, which may not include zero hour classes next year.

Ali Sehizadeh
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Registration for classes next year has already begun.
The Missouri State High School Activities Association 

(MSHSAA) made many changes in this process. Among 
these changes are MSHSAA changing eligibility require-
ments, as well as the counselors’ changes in the registration 
process.

MSHSAA recently changed the number of required cred-
its from two and a half credits to three credits. If students 
want to be eligible for sports or other school-sponsored 
activities, they must be enrolled in at least three credits of 
classes per semester.

“For making appropriate progress for graduation, stu-
dents need three credits a semester,” Associate Principal Dan 
Gutchewsky said. “Students need more than two and a half 
credits a semester in order to fulfill the graduation require-
ment of 24 credits. Two and a half credits per semester won’t 
have you graduate on time. Three credits do.”

Last year, registration was completed online. This year, 
the school counselors are using the old-fashioned pencil and 
paper method to sign students up for classes.

“We don’t have a scheduling Naviance anymore,” coun-

This year marks the Twelfth Biennial Teapot Exhibition 
at the Craft Alliance in the Delmar Loop.  There is a gallery 
of all sorts of interesting teapots from both artists and high 
school students.  This year, seniors Orion Wilkinson and Ka-
tie Johnson will be featured in this show.

For the first time in several years, two CHS students were 
accepted into a teapot show at the Craft Alliance. Located in 
their Charak Gallery, the selected work of high schoolers will 
be showcased there up until Feb. 28.

“If students made a good enough body of work to be in 
it, sure we enter the show,” Material Science teacher Greg-
ory Kramer said.  “But it’s juried, and they don’t accept 
everybody.”

Johnson was very pleased to have her work on display for 
the first time.

“I was excited of course when I found out they accepted 
my teapot,” Johnson said. “This was the first independent art 
show I have been in, so I was very pleased.”

The students whose teapots were accepted into the show 
were both from Kramer’s Material Science class.  This year, 
the class focused on clay work, which hadn’t been a focus in 
the past.

‘Pen and paper’ method proves best for class registration process
selor Alice Morrison said. “This is because we decided to 
switch to pen and paper. We are comparing the two systems, 
and then we will determine which one is a better fit for CHS 
students.”

According to Gutchewsky, the online process was more 
complicated than it should have been last year.

“CHS has multiple courses, as well as teacher recommen-
dations and prerequisites that just made the online registra-
tion program inefficient,” Gutchewsky said. “The sheer time 
encompassing every situation required more manual work 
than handwritten work. It seemed easier just to do it using a 
paper-based method.”

Junior Moira MacDougal likes the pencil and paper 
method better than the online system, as there were mul-
tiple problems that occurred when she used the Naviance 
program.

“The online system just didn’t work,” MacDougal said. 
“There were problems with adding honors versus non-hon-
ors, and zero-hour classes. This caused a lot of stress for me, 
so I’m really glad that I was able to physically plan and write 
out what I wanted my schedule to be next year. I need to be 
able to mess around and plan out my desired schedule on 
paper. That’s just how I work. I understand the desire to have 
a quicker, more environmentally friendly method of registra-
tion, but it has to be a better, more user-friendly system.”

Sophomore Xiaoya Wu likes the pencil and paper meth-
od better than the online version since she is more of a visual 
person.

“Although the online version was faster, the pencil and 
paper way actually lets you visually see your schedule rather 
than having a bunch of drop-down lists,” Wu said. “Since I 
am a visual person, it’s easier for me to see the placement 
of the classes when they are on the same sheet in a grid in 
front of me.”

Junior Gabrielle Morris is glad that the counselors made 
the switch to the old-fashioned pen and paper method as 
well.

“Online registration was okay, but sometimes it was con-
fusing,” Morris said.

However, sophomore David Mayer takes a more neutral 
stance of choosing between the paper-based method and the 
online version, but he thinks that altogether the new method 
is less confusing.

“I think that using the papers instead of the online system 
didn’t change much,” Mayer said. “If anything, it made it eas-
ier, since one of the classes I want to take next year might be 
an independent study class, so I was able to write that down 
on paper, whereas with the online sign-up, I may not have 
been able to do that.”

This year, teachers were given two days to recommend 
classes to students, a change.

“Teachers wanted to give students all the possible op-
tions for next year,” Morrison said. “CHS has a student-run 
schedule. Whatever students sign up for is what the teachers 
teach. If a lot of students sign up for a class, we have to gear 
up for it. If no one is interested in a class, we don’t teach that 
class. Teacher recommendation day is important because it 
not only shows you classes for upcoming years; it also the day 
when students choose what is being taught next year.”

Freshman Emma Riley is grateful that CHS offers so many 
unique classes that are taught based on student interest; in 
this way, teacher recommendation day was important.

“There’s such a wide array of classes,” Riley said. “I feel 
like I can start anywhere. In fact, I always wanted to learn 
piano, and now I get to take it in school. I’m really grateful 
because I know that not very many schools can afford to offer 
students such a wide variety of classes.”

Morris is glad there were two days for teacher recommen-
dations, because the registration process is more important 
as an incoming senior.

“Seniors don’t get to drop classes,” Morris said. “If they 

do, they have to inform the colleges and talk to the college 
counselors. It’s really important that the teachers give stu-
dents a chance to talk about all the subjects.”

MacDougal agrees that scheduling classes is really impor-
tant as an incoming senior, so she appreciated the guidance 
given to her by her teachers on teacher recommendation 
day.

“As a senior, I want a course load that is challenging, inter-
esting, but one that wouldn’t burn me out,” MacDougal said. 
“I needed guidance on how much homework my perspec-
tive classes would be giving, and how challenging they were. 
Since I am looking to apply to very specific programs within 
colleges, I also need to develop a portfolio of my work. As I’m 
applying to colleges, I want to know that I have the perfect 
schedule that shows off my interests and strengths. Having 
the input of teachers who have gotten to know me and my 
needs as a student is really invaluable.”

Sophomore Marguerite Daw also thinks positively about 
the teacher recommendation day.

“You get to know what the best class for you is,” Daw said. 
“The teachers know your strengths and abilities, so they’ll 
recommend the best fit for you. You also get to see your 
whole schedule planned out, a plus.”

Mayer agrees with Daw’s view on teacher recommenda-
tion day.

“It was pretty helpful, even though I knew most of the 
classes I was taking next year,” Mayer said. “I was also able to 
learn a little more about the possible choices I had.”

Sophomore Matt Mikesic thinks differently, taking a 
much more neutral point about teacher recommendations 
and their influence in his class choices.

“Teachers already know in their heads if you are going 
to the higher or lower level classes,” Mikesic said. “To me, it 
didn’t make much of a difference in my class choices for my 
schedule next year.”

Freshman Hanna Park agrees with Mikesic’s neutral 
point.

“Teacher recommendations were something I had to 
do,” Park said. “They weren’t exactly helpful or unhelpful for 
planning my classes. I already knew what I was going to take, 
and my teachers were okay with my choices.”

However, Morrison warns that teacher recommendation 
day is important when deciding for next year’s classes.

“When students change classes, it throws off what we 
planned for,” Morrison said. “Students should be aware of 
that and plan their classes accordingly.” 

Teapot Exhibition accepts student work

by Maria Massad
Reporter

bySarah Blackwell
Reporter

fully confident we will be 
accredited.”

Paul Hoelscher, CHS history teach-
er and chair of the African American 
Achievement Task Force, said accredi-
tation benefits CHS by confirming the 
school’s hard work. However, he said 
he does not know that the preparation 
process is as helpful as the overarch-

“In Material Science, you make things,” Kramer said. “It’s 
a third metal, a third wood, and a third glass. This year, we 
concentrated and focused on ceramics because we didn’t 
have the metal working equipment because of the building 
construction.”

This complication was beneficial for some, including 
Johnson.

“I switched into Mr. Kramer’s Material Science class be-
cause I was interested in further exploring those mediums,” 
Johnson said. “We spent at least half a quarter working with 
clay, and also worked with glass and wood. I was very ex-
cited to work with clay, which I hadn’t worked with since 7th 
grade, and found it to be a lot of fun, as well as educational.”

The class worked on their teapots, some not knowing that 
they would be entered into a show.

“I had no idea that my work was going to be on display,” 
Wilkinson said. “If I had known I would have put even more 
effort into it. Some of the other tea pots where amazing and 
blew mine out of the water.”

Johnson also thought that the work of other artists sur-
passed that of the high school students.

“The professionally made of course very much overshad-
ow the student work, but I thought all the student pieces there 
were enjoyable,” Johnson said. “I thought my teapot looked 
a little sad next to some of the other pots, it being smaller in 
size as well as being my first teapot, but I was proud to see 

it there.”
Wilkinson’s design featured a teapot shaped like a moun-

tain with little men climbing up the sides. Johnson’s teapot is 
designed like a telephone pole.

“In my AP Studio Art class, you need a series of 12 pieces 
to submit for the AP Portfolio,” Johnson said. “I chose tele-
phone poles as my theme because they are such an important 
part of our societies infrastructure, supplying us with power, 
as well as connecting us to each other, but they are so often 
invisible to us.”

The teapot show was a big hit.
“I went to the show on the first night it was in town and 

I was surprised how many people are into designer tea-
pots,” Wilkinson said. “There were at least 100 people there 
throughout the night.”

Johnson also enjoyed the show, but found it hard to have 
people criticize her work.

“Its always rather nerve wracking having something on 
display, especially when you are at the show wearing a name 
tag that says you made it,” Johnson said. “Its always hard to 
take criticism from people, or what is perceived criticism, 
but of course it fills your heart with joy knowing that people 
are taking the time to consider a piece that you put a lot of 
hard work and emotion into.”

Although Wilkinson’s and Johnson’s teapots are the 
only teapots from CHS that made it into this show, teapots 

NCA accreditation
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NCA accreditation group will interview students, observe classes
ing goals the faculty has been working 
on for the past five years as part of the 
NCA work.

“We have three goals right now,” 
Meyers said. “The fourth one we fin-
ished three years ago – that one is the 
writing one. The three current ones 
are African American achievement, 
technology, and building community, 
which is more of a staff goal, instead of 
a direct student goal.”

Ideally, these goals are determined 

by examining student data, such as test 
scores, according to Meyers. In addi-
tion, he said faculty and staff input is 
a major contributing factor. The writ-
ing goal, building community goal, and 
technology goal were faculty-chosen, 
although some data was used to deter-
mine them, too.

In terms of the overall impact on 
students, Meyers said the faculty is 
trying new teaching strategies in class-
rooms and doing a lot of behind the 

scenes work at meetings in order to de-
velop improved ways to teach students.

“[Students] may not know it, but 
the North Central work is impacting 
them all the time,” Meyers said. “And 
tangentially, it is a source of school 
pride, being able to say that we have 
this certification.”

After the visit, CHS will receive a 
formal written report containing praise 
and recommendations. The school 
must then follow up with the recom-
mendations and send its results to the 

NCA’s parent organization, Advanc-Ed, 
or it could risk losing its accreditation 
status, according to Meyers.

When the visit is over, CHS will 
celebrate, as well as focus on areas that 
require improvement.

“It’s a very self-reflective time, 
where we say ‘what is it that we’re doing 
really well?’ and ‘where can we perhaps 
be doing better?’” Losos said. “Clayton 
High School is a great school, but it 
doesn’t mean we can’t improve.”

According to Meyers, the school 

benefits because the visiting team 
brings an outside set of eyes to look 
closely at what faculty and students see 
every day.

“Fresh eyes and fresh minds can 
provide fresh ideas,” Meyers said. “I 
also think it benefits us because it says 
to the community that we are an insti-
tution of excellence. We have been ac-
credited through North Central since 
1914, and we are the only school in the 
district that has that accreditation. That 
is something CHS is very proud of!”

made by other CHS students are on display in CHS’ English 
hallway.

“There are at least ten or more participating high schools,” 
Kramer said. “Two entries were selected from each high 
school.”

All from the St. Louis area, 14 schools in total are par-
ticipating.  They include MICDS, Metro High School, John 
Burroughs School, Ladue Horton Watkins High School, and 
more.

Access to this gallery is free. 

Senior Orion Wilkinson’s rock climbing-themed teapot was fea-
tured in the display. Material Science students made teapots, 
using a new medium in order to compensate for the lack of 
technical arts building.

Courtesy of  Greg Kramer

CHS Counseling Department
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Italiam venerint. They will venture through the streets of 
Ancient Rome, the very streets men like Julius Caesar and 
Cicero walked through. Latin students have studied about 
Rome, reading ancient texts, viewing photographs, and 
watching videos, but now these students have the opportu-
nity to view these places in person.

Junior Charlie Beard has been taking Latin for the past 
four years and is excited for this great opportunity.

“Getting to see all of the places we learned about in the 
classroom will be a real blast.”

The students will explore Italy on an eight-day tour during 
spring break. They will be traveling to Italy with both CHS 
Latin teachers Stephen Meier and Pamela Skinner. Meier 
teaches Latin at Wydown along with the beginning levels at 
CHS, while Skinner teaches Latin II, III, and IV/V at CHS.

Meier was the main organizer of the trip, beginning the 
process last year when he stumbled across a great deal and 
found that many of his students would be interested. Now, 
a year after planning the trip, 12 students will embark on a 
once in a lifetime trip to Italy.

Junior Tyler Markham, a Latin IV student, hopes to expand 
his Latin knowledge through this firsthand experience.

“I hope to learn how awesome Italy is,” Markham said. 
“In other words, I hope to learn its history, particularly that 
pertaining to Roman times, to learn its customs, and to learn 
its essence.”

Using the company Explorica (explorica.com), Meier dis-
covered the eight-day tour of Venice, Florence, and Rome. 

Through this tour the students will gain a newfound ap-
preciation of their studies and Roman culture.

“We are going to visit multiple sites such as Pompeii and 
the Roman Forum to see first-hand what the students have 
been studying and what the Romans have left behind for us,” 
Meier said.  “We are also going to see pieces of Medieval and 
Renaissance Italy.”

Specifically, the students will visit the Basilica, St. Mark’s 
Square and Doges’ Palace in Venice. While in Florence they 
will see such landmarks as the Palazzo Vecchio, Piazza della 
Signoria Giotto’s Bell Towe. 

Lastly, the group will venture to Rome, experiencing the 
wonders they have seen in their books, including the Coli-
seum, Roman Forum and the Sistine Chapel.

The students will certainly visit many places they have 
read about, but their skills involving the language may not be 
as exhausted during the trip.

“If I can ever translate some writing on a building then 
I would consider that my Latin skills had been put to good 
use,” Beard said. “Latin also helps with learning Italian, so we 
will have an easier time communicating with locals than the 
average tourist.”

Although the trip may not involve much of the language 
itself, Meier hopes that the students will return with “a great-
er appreciation for Italian culture and the legacy of the Ro-
man empire.” 

While some CHS students stay up into the wee hours of 
the night studying for AP courses hoping to earn credit for 
required classes as well as college credit, other students take 
a different approach to completing credits. These students 
attend an alternative form of schooling called Collaborative 
School. 

Collaborative school is a school for students who want 
a self-scheduled pace of learning, or for students who want 
to finish earning credits for graduation in a low-pressure 
environment. 

“Some students chose collaborative school because they 
are so behind in credits and it is easier and takes a shorter 
amount of time to earn credit if they keep focused,” coun-
selor Alice Morrison said. “Some students are given the op-
tion to attend as an alternative to a long-term suspension. 
Students who just can’t attend a full day of school for various 
emotional or medical issues can request to go to collabora-
tive school.” 

Students can also be referred to collaborative school for 
disciplinary reasons. For some, collaborative school offers a 
change in environment that allows students to regain their 
focus on academics. 

“A small percentage of students benefit from an alternate 
environment if they need to make a fresh start,” counselor 
Mark Snyder said. “In some cases students who have had a 
negative experience at CHS may thrive in a different setting 
away from potentially negative peer interactions. I would 
estimate that between 35-45 students have attended the Col-
laborative School either part-time or full-time over the last 
three years.” 

The curriculum of collaborative school is tailored to be 
remedial and focuses on improving students’ weaknesses. 
Students also determine their own pace of learning. 

“The Collab school curriculum is approximately 60 per-
cent computer-based and students only work on two or three 
classes at a time,” Assistant Principal Dan Gutchewsky said. 

Clayton is a community that is often thought of as shel-
tered and protected from the crime and violence that plagues 
most cities, but this idea recently took a hit. 

The idiomatic Clayton bubble seemed to take a step to-
wards bursting this month as two security issues affected 
student life.

The first, which occurred on Feb. 10, was a bank robbery 
that caused CHS to go through a “soft lockdown,” as Princi-
pal Louise Losos said.  

Losos was told by Student Resource Officer John Zlatic 
that the Regions Bank in Ladue, which is approximately half 
a mile from CHS, had been robbed by a man who claimed to 
be armed and that the man had 
fled on foot.

“Did I think he was headed 
directly for the school?” Losos 
said.  “No.  But could he have?  
He could have.  So we did what 
I would call sort of a soft lock-
down…. We asked teachers to 
pull people from the hallways, 
lock their doors, and we locked 
the exterior doors.”

Zlatic said that teachers 
manned exterior doors to allow 
students to enter while he and 
other police officers patrolled 
the parking lot.  “There was no 
sort of immediate, imminent 
threat,” according to Losos, and 
the lockdown was removed after 
several minutes.  The gunman 
was never apprehended.

Two days later, on Feb. 12, 
the Center of Clayton was closed 
to students and faculty. 

The Center’s statement on the incident says that the 
Center experienced a “safety concern,” and Clayton Super-
intendent of Parks and Recreation Operations Toni Siering 
declined to answer further questions.  

Losos called the incident a “personnel issue,” and Zlatic 
said that “an individual known to the Clayton Police Depart-
ment conveyed a specific threat of violence.” Losos said that 
she never thought that students were really endangered.

“There was never a bomb threat, and I never truly be-

lieved that there was going to be any danger involved,” Losos 
said. “[Closing the Center to students] was a precautionary 
measure.”

Zlatic agreed, but said that he works under the premise 
that it is better to be safe than sorry and that the incident 
warranted a response. 

Losos said that she had hoped to open the Center later in 
the day but that “events didn’t play out quickly.” 

According to Zlatic, one suspect was arrested at noon and 
a second around 3 p.m. 

At that point, Zlatic contacted the Center to remove the 
ban.  He also said that a Clayton Police Officer was stationed 
at the Center for the duration of the closure.

Despite their chronological proximity, Zlatic said he 
doesn’t see any connection between the two besides their 

locations. 
Losos pointed out that Clayton 

is unique in its location – it is at the 
heart of a city center – and in its 
philosophy, and that these qualities 
can contribute to the occurrence of 
outside threats to the school.

“Most high schools are created 
based on the concept of keeping stu-
dents, teenagers, from making the 
wrong decision,” Losos said. “They 
close the campuses, you can’t be in 
the halls.  Clayton High School has 
the underlying philosophy of pre-
suming that students will make the 
right decision and then responding 
when they don’t.”

She also said that some security 
measures, such as metal detectors, 
would not have helped the bath-
room graffiti threats of last year or 
the bank robbery and threat at the 
Center. 

One way to increase security 
would be to close campus, but Losos said that she has no in-
tention of doing that. In all Losos said that high schools have 
to respond to all threats, even if they seem remote.

“We have cameras throughout this building – we didn’t 
have those three years ago” Losos said. “Columbine changed 
schools, particularly high schools, forever, and how we have 
to respond to real or perceived threats is at a much higher 
level than it was 15 years ago.  You can’t just presume nothing 
will happen.” 

“This allows students to focus their efforts on a few classes 
at a time. Another advantage is that the curriculum is de-
signed so that students take a pre-test for each unit and they 
only have to complete the objectives/activities for the areas 
in which they did not do well. Once a student has completed 
all of the objectives and passed the unit exam they move on 
to the next unit.” 

Students can therefore work at their own pace. 
No matter how much time they spend on a course or how 

strong they are at a certain subject, each student earns credit 
once they have completed all of the units within a course. 

“In a traditional setting, students cannot receive credit 

without spending a semester in the course,” Gutchewsky 
said. “At Collab., credit is awarded based on the amount of 
work completed.” 

If a student feels that CHS doesn’t meet his or her needs 
in a certain subject, he or she can enroll in special classes 
through collaborative school. 

The process for determining if a student is eligible for col-
laborative school requires the input of the student, parents, 
counselors, and administration of the school.

 “First, counselors work with students and their fami-
lies to determine if Collab is a good option for the student,” 
Gutchewsky said. “I work with the counselors and other 

administrators to place students on a space available basis. 
Preference is given to upperclassmen and students who are 
the most credit deficient.” 

Many options are available for students who attend the 
school.

“One of the least common options pursued by students is 
taking correspondence courses offered through the Univer-
sity of Missouri-Center for Distance Learning and Indepen-
dent Study (CDIS),” Snyder said. “In order for a student to 
be eligible to take one of these classes, they must have some 
extenuating circumstances or credit deficiencies and be ap-
proved by the building principal prior to enrollment. 

Many people have misconceptions regarding collabora-
tive school, especially since students are often sent to the 
school for disciplinary reasons. 

However, the diversity of the student body reveals that 
students of all backgrounds and a wide range of strengths 
and weaknesses attend the school.

“A lot of people think that it’s a school for bad kids, they 
think it’s easier, but it’s really not,” Collaborative School prin-
cipal Julie Redington said. “It’s an alternative environment; 
we provide a smaller environment and we focus on what the 
students need. We have an eight to one student teacher ratio. 
If a student is struggling in an area, it [collab school] gives 
them a chance to slow down. It’s also for students who want 
to move into the district but who don’t want to miss out on 
credits. There’s probably more diversity.”

The teaching at collaborative school is set up to be more 
supportive and less rigidly instructional than your typical 
school.

“Teachers are facilitators of the curriculum instead of 
direct instructors,” Redington said. “We have a computer 
software program that helps students get through the book 
work. Some students aren’t familiar with the software, and 
we help them to learn how to use it. For example, a student 
couldn’t get through a lot of the book work in geometry, and 
he wanted to go into the construction industry. We helped 
him focus on some of the real-life applications [of geometry] 
involved in construction.” 

Collaborative school offers alternative for students
by Sneha Viswanathan

Senior World Editor

by Anat Gross
Reporter

by Noah Eby
Editor

Safety issues in the Clayton 
community raise questions

Latin class plans trip to Italy“ We have cameras through-
out this building - we didn’t 
have those three years ago. 
Columbine changed schools, 
particularly high schools, 
forever, and how we have to 
respond to real or perceived 
threats is at a much higher 
level than it was 15 years 
ago. You can’t just presume 
nothing will happen.
Louise Losos
CHS Principal

Students take a break from the collaborative school in the parking lot at 345 Marshall. The Collaborative School is for students 
who want a self-scheduled pace of learning. The teaching is set up to be more supportive than the typical high school.

The CHS Latin class is taking a trip to Italy during spring break. The group will gain an appreciation of their studies and Roman 
culture over the eight-day trip. They plan on visiting Venice, Florence and Rome. 

MCT Campus

Staff Photo
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Placing a crying child under anesthesia with crowds of 
sobbing, injured people sprawled around a makeshift hos-
pital is not the ideal circumstance a doctor hopes for during 
surgery. But, desperate times call for desperate measures, 
and the mass of injured people suffering from the effects 
of the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti certainly qualified as a 
desperate time.

Dr. Chad Perlyn, an attending plastic surgeon at Miami 
Children’s Hospital and Assistant Professor of Surgery at 
the Florida International University College of Medicine, 
arrived in Haiti days after the earthquake and remained for 
a week to provide medical care.

Even an experienced doctor such as Perlyn faces an en-
tirely new set of rules when visiting Haiti, with difficulties 
arising from unusual places.

“[What is most difficult is] to overcome your own anxi-
eties and be able to focus on the patients and their needs an 
put aside your own worries and your safety,” Perlyn said.

Perlyn was the team leader of the first group of pediat-
ric surgeons to arrive in Haiti. The team of 19 doctors and 
nurses from Miami Children’s Hospital arrived in a plane 
loaded with about 15,000 pounds of cargo. Soon after their 
arrival, the group realized that it wouldn’t be easy t unload 
so many pounds of cargo.  They would have to improvise.

“You land in the middle of the night at Port-au-Prince 
Airport and there’s no one there who says, ‘Thank you for 
flying American Airlines, you can pick your bags up at 
gate B27,’” Perlyn said. “You literally land on a runway, and 
there’s a few lights.”

Eventually, using everyone’s manpower and an efficient 
coordination, the cargo was unloaded. But the troubles 
didn’t end there.

“From the minute we got there we knew it was just go-
ing to be an incredibly trying situation with very limited 
resources,” Perlyn said. “You very quickly figure out how 
to solve these types of problems and get your equipment 
and your people where they need to be. You have to learn 
to adapt.”

With their supplies, Perlyn and his team were able to set 
up their own hospital within a hospital owned by the non-
profit Medi-Share inside the airport. Despite some of the 
good equipment being brought to Haiti, some very familiar 
elements of an operating room were missing for Perlyn and 
his team.

“But some things were just very different,” Perlyn said. 
“Like, our operating table. It was too big and too heavy to 
bring a proper operating table from one of the operating 
rooms, so we just got to Haiti and we found a table and it 
was a fold-up picnic table. But that’s what became the op-
erating room table.”

Ben Yoder, an anesthesia assistant at St. John’s Mercy 
Medical Center who has visited Haiti on numerous occa-
sions as both a volunteer at an orphanage and as a medical 
volunteer, also observed a drastic difference in resources 
during his 2004 visit.

“It was a really good way to practice anesthesia in a way 
that was different than in America,” Yoder said. “I got to use 
some of the gases that we don’t really use anymore and some 
other medications that probably aren’t quite as commons. It 
was just really interesting to see medicine kind of practiced 
without all the luxuries that we have in America.”

Additionally, Yoder appreciated the overall spirit of 
the Haitian people and felt welcomed for his presence and 
medical assistance.

“The Haitian people are just incredibly nice and wel-
coming,” Yoder said. “Like, I never felt threatened in any 
way. I always felt very welcomed there 
like they were happy to have me. They 
were very genuine and very giving.”

Additionally, the wounds that Per-
lyn attended to were severe and, even 
though his team avoided this scenario as 
often as they could responsibly, they did 
have to amputate many crushed limbs 
as a result of the horrible effects of the 
earthquake.

Treating infections and prevent-
ing compartment syndrome, wherein 
a limb swells to such a degree that the 
blood supply of the muscles is blocked 
off so that the muscle dies, became a top 
priority.

“Unfortunately, we did have to do a lot of amputations,” 
Perlyn said. “But we did try extremely hard to really save as 
many arms and legs as possible. And that’s something as a 
team that I think we’re very proud of, to save so many arms 
and legs so that they did not need to have an amputation. 
We prevented them from getting infections, from getting 
gangrene.  And we were really able to save the arm or the    

leg and that was something that was very meaningful.”
It wasn’t just the physical impact of his patients that 

affected Perlyn, however.  He was particularly upset by 
the horrible trauma experienced by particularly young 
victims.

“The amazing thing was that the only time I’ve seen 
people hurt with this amount of trauma is when a person 
for example was doing 150 mph on a motorcycle and hit a 
pickup truck,” Perlyn said. “We saw that level of trauma, that 
intensity of injury, in one- or two-year-olds.  With condi-
tions around the world, you don’t see those kinds of injuries 
because children are never in those situations; they’re never 
in dangerous situations to get these types of injuries. But 
we saw young children with absolutely devastating crush 
injuries to their arms, their legs, their faces”

The reality of a young child’s day, and possibly even life, 
being interrupted by a single natural disaster is a daunting 
concept. Perlyn recalled one story of a 9-year-old whose life 
has been completely altered.

“He was watching television next to his cousin and then 
a roof fell down on him and it killed his 
cousin,” Perlyn said. “For four days, he 
was trapped laying next to his cousin 
who had died.”

Not only did the boy face the fate 
of looking at his dead cousin for hours 
on end, but he was also inundated with 
heavy, dangerous objects crushing 
him.

“He had a wooden beam, a piece of 
wood, on top of him and his face was 
pressed against a rock. He had terrible 
wounds on his face and he lost part of 
his face and he lost an ear and part of 
his scalp. He got brought to us with 

terrible infection and maggots had already started crawling 
inside him, in the face and the wounds.”

Perlyn also recalls the sometimes-brilliant use of make-
shift resources to help others during his stay in Haiti.

“There was a guy whose name was Grant,” Perlyn said. 
“He and a couple of other guys, some were paramedics and 
some were firefighters, they got to Haiti and they found an 
old baker’s delivery truck. They couldn’t find any red paint, 

but they found some green paint. So they painted a green 
cross on the side instead of a red cross like an ambulance. 
They would drive this bread truck around the streets of 
Haiti of Port-au-Prince and when they found them [injured 
people], they’d put them in the back of the bread truck 
and drive them back to the hospital. They were really the 
ambulance.”

Dr. Timothy O’Connell, a plastic sur-
geon at St. John’s Mercy Medical Center, 
has been visiting Haiti to provide medi-
cal care almost annually since 1992. He 
has already arranged another visit for 
the first week of March. While there, he 
will work at a hospital with only 65 beds 
that has currently extended into school-
rooms in the city of Cap-Haïtien.

O’Connell also finds the transition to 
more primitive resources to be difficult 
and notes that adequate transportation 
is lacked most noticeably.

“[Transportation] is pretty primi-
tive,” O’Connell said. “If they need to 
get around, they either walk, they ride 
a bicycle, or they have these pick-up 
trucks that people ride in the back of 
called tap-taps. You’ll see people sit-
ting in the back of these pick-up trucks; sometimes they’ll 
have a roof on them. Occasionally, you’ll see these school 
buses and the school buses will have public transportation 
not only carrying people inside of the bus, but perched on 
the roof of the bus. If you can imagine what it looks like, a 
park bench with people sitting up, in a double row of park 
benches, on top of the roof of the buses.”

O’Connell also observed that crumbling or nonexistent 
infrastructure contributed to the health care transporta-
tion issues. Without typical roads, it was a challenge just to 
bring patients to the hospital.

“The distance between Port-au-Prince and Cap-Haïtien 
may be only 90 or 100 miles, but the roads are in such 
terrible disrepair, that in many places they’re not paved,” 
O’Connell said. “There are ruts and holes in the road and it 
takes perhaps six hours to drive maybe 100 or a little more 
than 100 miles.”

“A lot of the things that we take for granted, they don’t 
have, such as running water, indoor plumbing, electricity,” 
O’Connell said. “So it’s a completely different lifestyle. The 
people there live, more or less, one day at a time because 
they’re not sure where they’re going to get their next meal 
tomorrow or whether they’re going to have shelter over 

their heads.”
These basic amenities taken for 

granted in the United States are at stake 
in Haiti right now. O’Connell notes that 
the drastic contrast is particularly no-
ticeable immediately upon his returns to 
the United States.

“When you walk into the Fort Lau-
derdale airport and you go into the re-
stroom and you put your hands under 
the faucet and clear, clean water comes 
out, it’s always something that makes you 
grateful,” O’Connell said.

Despite the obstacles faced in Haiti, 
Perlyn was impressed by the ability of 
doctors from multiple countries across 
the world to join together for a common 
cause.

“The Portuguese, the Austrians, the 
Germans, and the Moroccans all had 

search and rescue teams or other surgical teams,” Perlyn 
said.

In fact, for two days, Perlyn worked at an Israel Army 
hospital that was in need of a surgeon. This period was a 
particularly interesting time for Perlyn because he was able 
to work with colleagues from across the world.

“One of the most incredible things was the incredible 
diversity,” Perlyn said. “I met people from all over the world 
and I worked with colleagues from all over the world.”

Although Perlyn is proud of his work in the immediate 
period after the earthquake, he realizes that the problems in 
Haiti won’t be ending any time soon.

“The most dramatic, the one [issue] that the world will 
really see is going to be a need for prosthetic limbs for all 
the people that had amputations,” Perlyn said.

Port-au-Prince already had crumbling infrastructure 
that was very handicap-unfriendly prior to the earthquake, 

so the situation will be worsened by the sudden influx of 
amputees living in Haiti.

Additionally, Haiti will face severe weather threats in 
the upcoming months during the country’s rainy season.

“Haiti has torrential rains, really just phenomenal 
amounts of rain and it’ll begin in a few months,” Perlyn said. 
“And with the rain will come water and if people don’t have 
good shelter and sanitation and the sewer system doesn’t 
get operating again, or if it gets backed up, then there’s re-
ally a chance for having significant problems. Public health 
issues are going to be very real in Port-au-Prince unless 
something gets sorted out quickly.”

The impending role of the United States in years to come 
is also unclear. According to the New York Times, Obama 
promised America’s “unwavering support” in helping Hai-
tians with relief. What is unclear, however, is how lenient 
the U.S. government will be regarding giving ill or injured 
a refuge in the U.S.

“The issue immediately at hand for the American dip-
lomats is the immigration issue,” Perlyn said. “Specifically, 
will we allow injured Haitians to come to America for treat-
ment and if they’re treated here who will pay for it? And 
will they be able to stay?”

Despite the many problems facing Haiti, all three health 
care providers have taken a love of the Haitian people from 
their time there.

“I’d say they’re poor in material things, but rich in spir-
it,” O’Connell said. “There’s a lesson for us to learn from 
their strong spirit…. Basically, when you go down there, 
you’re so touched by the fact that these people are no dif-
ferent than your fellow neighbor in the United States. They 
want the same things for their children as parents in the 
United States do.”

This spirit and resilience is exactly what these people be-
lieve will allow Haiti to emerge from the ruins of the earth-
quake. With the aid and support of the international com-
munity, Perlyn believes that Haiti will eventually recover 
from this year’s tragic earthquake.

“Haiti is a beautiful country with beautiful people and 
an incredibly rich and diverse culture,” Perlyn said. “That 
culture has survived many things. It’s survived slavery, it’s 
survived disease, it’s survived previous earthquakes and 
hurricanes.” 

by Dawn Androphy
Editor

Health care providers bring much-needed assistance to injury-stricken earthquake victims.

“ One of the most 
incredible things 
was the incredible 
diversity. I met 
people from all 
over the world and I 
worked with col-
leagues from across 
the world.
Chad Perlyn
Plastic surgeon

“ It was just really 
interesting to see 
medicine kind of 
practiced without all 
the luxuries that we 
have in America.
Ben Yoder
Anesthesia Assistant

Photos courtesy of Chad Perlyn

ABOVE: Perlyn operates on a patient in a hospital tent; TOP RIGHT: Perlyn and U.S. military officers transport a patient from a hospital tent; BOTTOM RIGHT: Victims of the earthquake receive treatment and refuge in a hospital tent.
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Placing a crying child under anesthesia with crowds of 
sobbing, injured people sprawled around a makeshift hos-
pital is not the ideal circumstance a doctor hopes for during 
surgery. But, desperate times call for desperate measures, 
and the mass of injured people suffering from the effects 
of the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti certainly qualified as a 
desperate time.

Dr. Chad Perlyn, an attending plastic surgeon at Miami 
Children’s Hospital and Assistant Professor of Surgery at 
the Florida International University College of Medicine, 
arrived in Haiti days after the earthquake and remained for 
a week to provide medical care.

Even an experienced doctor such as Perlyn faces an en-
tirely new set of rules when visiting Haiti, with difficulties 
arising from unusual places.

“[What is most difficult is] to overcome your own anxi-
eties and be able to focus on the patients and their needs an 
put aside your own worries and your safety,” Perlyn said.

Perlyn was the team leader of the first group of pediat-
ric surgeons to arrive in Haiti. The team of 19 doctors and 
nurses from Miami Children’s Hospital arrived in a plane 
loaded with about 15,000 pounds of cargo. Soon after their 
arrival, the group realized that it wouldn’t be easy t unload 
so many pounds of cargo.  They would have to improvise.

“You land in the middle of the night at Port-au-Prince 
Airport and there’s no one there who says, ‘Thank you for 
flying American Airlines, you can pick your bags up at 
gate B27,’” Perlyn said. “You literally land on a runway, and 
there’s a few lights.”

Eventually, using everyone’s manpower and an efficient 
coordination, the cargo was unloaded. But the troubles 
didn’t end there.

“From the minute we got there we knew it was just go-
ing to be an incredibly trying situation with very limited 
resources,” Perlyn said. “You very quickly figure out how 
to solve these types of problems and get your equipment 
and your people where they need to be. You have to learn 
to adapt.”

With their supplies, Perlyn and his team were able to set 
up their own hospital within a hospital owned by the non-
profit Medi-Share inside the airport. Despite some of the 
good equipment being brought to Haiti, some very familiar 
elements of an operating room were missing for Perlyn and 
his team.

“But some things were just very different,” Perlyn said. 
“Like, our operating table. It was too big and too heavy to 
bring a proper operating table from one of the operating 
rooms, so we just got to Haiti and we found a table and it 
was a fold-up picnic table. But that’s what became the op-
erating room table.”

Ben Yoder, an anesthesia assistant at St. John’s Mercy 
Medical Center who has visited Haiti on numerous occa-
sions as both a volunteer at an orphanage and as a medical 
volunteer, also observed a drastic difference in resources 
during his 2004 visit.

“It was a really good way to practice anesthesia in a way 
that was different than in America,” Yoder said. “I got to use 
some of the gases that we don’t really use anymore and some 
other medications that probably aren’t quite as commons. It 
was just really interesting to see medicine kind of practiced 
without all the luxuries that we have in America.”

Additionally, Yoder appreciated the overall spirit of 
the Haitian people and felt welcomed for his presence and 
medical assistance.

“The Haitian people are just incredibly nice and wel-
coming,” Yoder said. “Like, I never felt threatened in any 
way. I always felt very welcomed there 
like they were happy to have me. They 
were very genuine and very giving.”

Additionally, the wounds that Per-
lyn attended to were severe and, even 
though his team avoided this scenario as 
often as they could responsibly, they did 
have to amputate many crushed limbs 
as a result of the horrible effects of the 
earthquake.

Treating infections and prevent-
ing compartment syndrome, wherein 
a limb swells to such a degree that the 
blood supply of the muscles is blocked 
off so that the muscle dies, became a top 
priority.

“Unfortunately, we did have to do a lot of amputations,” 
Perlyn said. “But we did try extremely hard to really save as 
many arms and legs as possible. And that’s something as a 
team that I think we’re very proud of, to save so many arms 
and legs so that they did not need to have an amputation. 
We prevented them from getting infections, from getting 
gangrene.  And we were really able to save the arm or the    

leg and that was something that was very meaningful.”
It wasn’t just the physical impact of his patients that 

affected Perlyn, however.  He was particularly upset by 
the horrible trauma experienced by particularly young 
victims.

“The amazing thing was that the only time I’ve seen 
people hurt with this amount of trauma is when a person 
for example was doing 150 mph on a motorcycle and hit a 
pickup truck,” Perlyn said. “We saw that level of trauma, that 
intensity of injury, in one- or two-year-olds.  With condi-
tions around the world, you don’t see those kinds of injuries 
because children are never in those situations; they’re never 
in dangerous situations to get these types of injuries. But 
we saw young children with absolutely devastating crush 
injuries to their arms, their legs, their faces”

The reality of a young child’s day, and possibly even life, 
being interrupted by a single natural disaster is a daunting 
concept. Perlyn recalled one story of a 9-year-old whose life 
has been completely altered.

“He was watching television next to his cousin and then 
a roof fell down on him and it killed his 
cousin,” Perlyn said. “For four days, he 
was trapped laying next to his cousin 
who had died.”

Not only did the boy face the fate 
of looking at his dead cousin for hours 
on end, but he was also inundated with 
heavy, dangerous objects crushing 
him.

“He had a wooden beam, a piece of 
wood, on top of him and his face was 
pressed against a rock. He had terrible 
wounds on his face and he lost part of 
his face and he lost an ear and part of 
his scalp. He got brought to us with 

terrible infection and maggots had already started crawling 
inside him, in the face and the wounds.”

Perlyn also recalls the sometimes-brilliant use of make-
shift resources to help others during his stay in Haiti.

“There was a guy whose name was Grant,” Perlyn said. 
“He and a couple of other guys, some were paramedics and 
some were firefighters, they got to Haiti and they found an 
old baker’s delivery truck. They couldn’t find any red paint, 

but they found some green paint. So they painted a green 
cross on the side instead of a red cross like an ambulance. 
They would drive this bread truck around the streets of 
Haiti of Port-au-Prince and when they found them [injured 
people], they’d put them in the back of the bread truck 
and drive them back to the hospital. They were really the 
ambulance.”

Dr. Timothy O’Connell, a plastic sur-
geon at St. John’s Mercy Medical Center, 
has been visiting Haiti to provide medi-
cal care almost annually since 1992. He 
has already arranged another visit for 
the first week of March. While there, he 
will work at a hospital with only 65 beds 
that has currently extended into school-
rooms in the city of Cap-Haïtien.

O’Connell also finds the transition to 
more primitive resources to be difficult 
and notes that adequate transportation 
is lacked most noticeably.

“[Transportation] is pretty primi-
tive,” O’Connell said. “If they need to 
get around, they either walk, they ride 
a bicycle, or they have these pick-up 
trucks that people ride in the back of 
called tap-taps. You’ll see people sit-
ting in the back of these pick-up trucks; sometimes they’ll 
have a roof on them. Occasionally, you’ll see these school 
buses and the school buses will have public transportation 
not only carrying people inside of the bus, but perched on 
the roof of the bus. If you can imagine what it looks like, a 
park bench with people sitting up, in a double row of park 
benches, on top of the roof of the buses.”

O’Connell also observed that crumbling or nonexistent 
infrastructure contributed to the health care transporta-
tion issues. Without typical roads, it was a challenge just to 
bring patients to the hospital.

“The distance between Port-au-Prince and Cap-Haïtien 
may be only 90 or 100 miles, but the roads are in such 
terrible disrepair, that in many places they’re not paved,” 
O’Connell said. “There are ruts and holes in the road and it 
takes perhaps six hours to drive maybe 100 or a little more 
than 100 miles.”

“A lot of the things that we take for granted, they don’t 
have, such as running water, indoor plumbing, electricity,” 
O’Connell said. “So it’s a completely different lifestyle. The 
people there live, more or less, one day at a time because 
they’re not sure where they’re going to get their next meal 
tomorrow or whether they’re going to have shelter over 

their heads.”
These basic amenities taken for 

granted in the United States are at stake 
in Haiti right now. O’Connell notes that 
the drastic contrast is particularly no-
ticeable immediately upon his returns to 
the United States.

“When you walk into the Fort Lau-
derdale airport and you go into the re-
stroom and you put your hands under 
the faucet and clear, clean water comes 
out, it’s always something that makes you 
grateful,” O’Connell said.

Despite the obstacles faced in Haiti, 
Perlyn was impressed by the ability of 
doctors from multiple countries across 
the world to join together for a common 
cause.

“The Portuguese, the Austrians, the 
Germans, and the Moroccans all had 

search and rescue teams or other surgical teams,” Perlyn 
said.

In fact, for two days, Perlyn worked at an Israel Army 
hospital that was in need of a surgeon. This period was a 
particularly interesting time for Perlyn because he was able 
to work with colleagues from across the world.

“One of the most incredible things was the incredible 
diversity,” Perlyn said. “I met people from all over the world 
and I worked with colleagues from all over the world.”

Although Perlyn is proud of his work in the immediate 
period after the earthquake, he realizes that the problems in 
Haiti won’t be ending any time soon.

“The most dramatic, the one [issue] that the world will 
really see is going to be a need for prosthetic limbs for all 
the people that had amputations,” Perlyn said.

Port-au-Prince already had crumbling infrastructure 
that was very handicap-unfriendly prior to the earthquake, 

so the situation will be worsened by the sudden influx of 
amputees living in Haiti.

Additionally, Haiti will face severe weather threats in 
the upcoming months during the country’s rainy season.

“Haiti has torrential rains, really just phenomenal 
amounts of rain and it’ll begin in a few months,” Perlyn said. 
“And with the rain will come water and if people don’t have 
good shelter and sanitation and the sewer system doesn’t 
get operating again, or if it gets backed up, then there’s re-
ally a chance for having significant problems. Public health 
issues are going to be very real in Port-au-Prince unless 
something gets sorted out quickly.”

The impending role of the United States in years to come 
is also unclear. According to the New York Times, Obama 
promised America’s “unwavering support” in helping Hai-
tians with relief. What is unclear, however, is how lenient 
the U.S. government will be regarding giving ill or injured 
a refuge in the U.S.

“The issue immediately at hand for the American dip-
lomats is the immigration issue,” Perlyn said. “Specifically, 
will we allow injured Haitians to come to America for treat-
ment and if they’re treated here who will pay for it? And 
will they be able to stay?”

Despite the many problems facing Haiti, all three health 
care providers have taken a love of the Haitian people from 
their time there.

“I’d say they’re poor in material things, but rich in spir-
it,” O’Connell said. “There’s a lesson for us to learn from 
their strong spirit…. Basically, when you go down there, 
you’re so touched by the fact that these people are no dif-
ferent than your fellow neighbor in the United States. They 
want the same things for their children as parents in the 
United States do.”

This spirit and resilience is exactly what these people be-
lieve will allow Haiti to emerge from the ruins of the earth-
quake. With the aid and support of the international com-
munity, Perlyn believes that Haiti will eventually recover 
from this year’s tragic earthquake.

“Haiti is a beautiful country with beautiful people and 
an incredibly rich and diverse culture,” Perlyn said. “That 
culture has survived many things. It’s survived slavery, it’s 
survived disease, it’s survived previous earthquakes and 
hurricanes.” 

Senior Governance Adviser Carl Anderson 
was in Haiti when the earthquake struck. He 
lived in Port-au-Prince since Jan. 2007 and 
was evacuated to Washington D.C. with his 
family on Jan. 13.

He was at home in the kitchen when the 
quake struck, but nobody was hurt.

“I noticed really violent shaking which 
kept going on and on and damaging the in-
side of the house. At home there was damage 
to the exterior yard walls, a crack in the house 
and all the items in the house are completely 
smashed. That night after the earthquake I 
could see fires burning and the constant deaf-
ening sound of wailing of people who were 
hurt, trapped, or mourning the loss of loved 
ones. The next morning I saw people on top of 
smashed two-to-three-story buildings trying 
to dig people out.”

Anderson saw three homes completely de-
molished in his neighborhood while two were 
more or less undamaged.

“There were lots of people walking by with 
dust on their clothes and hair,” Anderson said. 
“There were power lines in the middle of the 
road and at work, all of my files and papers 
were completely tossed around and ceiling 
panels were hanging down.”

The earthquake in Haiti was a magni-
tude seven. Going up two units of magnitude 
equates to increasing about 1000 times in 
energy.

Michael Wysession, Associate Professor in 
Earth and Planetary Sciences at Washington 
University, uses seismic waves to map the inte-
rior of the earth.

“The earthquake in Haiti happened when 
two plates slid past each other,” Wysession 
said. “The contact between the plates is very 
thin. The magnitude never gets much larger 
than a seven, but Haiti has had several over the 
past hundreds of years. The plates move about 
two centimeters a year. The rest of the plates 
keep moving and occasionally slip to catch up 
with the rest. You can think of the Caribbean 
plate as station-
ary and the North 
American plate as 
sliding.”

The last large 
earthquake along 
this plate was in 
1860, and the stress 
has been building 
up. There are 20 
earthquakes of this 
size per year.

“The danger 
here is that the 
peak happened 14 
km from the capital 
of Haiti,” Wysession 
said. “The country 
is politically mis-
managed and an economic disaster. They tried 
to grow agriculture by cutting away the rain 
forest. It has a weak infrastructure and an un-
stable government and then you knock all the 
buildings over. Even before the earthquake, 
it was the poorest country in the western 
hemisphere.”

With regards to the destructive forces of an 
earthquake, it’s the acceleration that matters. 
Earthquake hazards are in terms of Gs or frac-
tions of Gs, the acceleration that happens due 
to earth’s gravitational field.

“Different buildings have different fre-
quencies,” Wysession said. “An earthquake 
might have the right dominant frequency and 
it will be very hard to build to withstand earth-
quakes. There’s much you can do in terms of 
general construction to minimize damage. An 
earthquake that would kill 40 people in Cali-
fornia will kill 40,000 in Armenia. When you 
are a poor country, you 
can’t properly reinforce 
buildings. The world is 
coming together and the 
aid will last for a month 
or so. I hate to be pessi-
mistic but it’s not going to 
happen. Haiti just doesn’t 
have the money. It’s going 
to take the good graces of 
the world to restore Port-
au-Prince to a city.”

Anderson also believes 
that lots of work will be 
needed to rebuild, recon-
struct, reemploy, clothe and 
feed the citizens of Haiti. 
To contribute to the cause, 
he plans on going back to 
Haiti for a short work visit 
in the days ahead.

“Stay involved, try to 
contribute to reputable charities, and don’t for-
get that the effects of this type of disaster will 
be felt for years, not days or weeks,” Anderson 
said. “I just hope [the financial aid] continues 
and we make new opportunities to work with 
the people in Haiti to jointly make it a better 
place in the long run. There are many heroes 
in this whole event. People came to help their 
fellow man.”

Along with the rest of the world, CHS has 
responded to those in need to Haiti with fund-
raisers to contribute towards rebuilding the 
ravaged country.

Learning Center History Teacher Janet 
Curry sponsors Amnesty International, a 
worldwide organization with thousands of 
chapters in schools and universities. Allison 
Goldfarb, Ali Meyer, Emily Holtzman are 

some of the activists this year 
who had an idea for helping 
Haiti.

“Amnesty International’s 
goal is to widen awareness and 
contribute actions that support 
human rights for all people as 
prescribed in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
1948, a U.N. document signed 
by member nations,” Curry 
said.

Curry has read many books 
that influenced her opinion 
on the events and the after-
math. Naomi Klein’s “Shock 
Doctrine” was particularly 
insightful.

“Among the things capital-
ist forces ‘capitalize’ upon have been natural 
disasters, in order to remake afflicted societ-
ies in a pro-Western image,” Curry said. “The 
earthquake was a particularly heart-breaking 
tragedy, but all the worse for the political-eco-
nomic and environmental exploitation before, 
and likely after, the geologic event.”

Curry is heartened that the entire world 
has come together in order to support Haiti.

“It has been noted by a great feminist that 
among all the human emotions, the most radi-
cal is empathy, and in its authentic shape it 

involves learning enough about others to be 
able to begin to see things from their perspec-
tive,” Curry said. “Anthropologists have long 
known that we do this work, experience the 
comparative moment, we grow, the world be-
comes larger and more interesting, and -here’s 
the Amnesty part- we are moved to helpful ac-
tion. Every bit matters, but those of us from 

the comfortable West owe 
so much more.”

The Amnesty Inter-
national club has raised 
$1,016 and is concentrat-
ing efforts on a multi-
school benefit concert in 
April.

“It will be a great event, 
packed with student band 
talent, consciousness rais-
ing, and action options, 
all toward the prevention 
of genocide, including the 
Darfur conflict,” Curry 
said. “We need to fight 
against the omnipresent 
pressures to forget Haiti as 
other headlines and quick-
er gratifications eclipse the 
need.”

Sophomore Marga-
ret Mulligan created a blog after the crisis in 
Haiti.

“I had been thinking about creating a blog 
to raise awareness about problems in the world 
like poverty, genocide and natural disasters,” 
Mulligan said. “I figured that we all spend 
enough time checking our emails or going on 
Facebook and that creating a blog would be a 
convenient thing for people to access.”

All of her posts are different. Some are long 
and carry many messages while others are 
short and give ideas for ways that teens can 
help right now, whether it’s watching some-
thing about Haiti on the TV or buying an 
album on iTunes where the profits go to help 
Haiti.

“The posts usually take two to three hours 
of research and writing time which may seem 
ridiculous, but with all of the information in 
the media, deciding what to use can be diffi-
cult,” Mulligan said.

In collaboration with the Community Ser-
vice Club, Mulligan created ‘Hearts for Haiti,’  
a Valentine’s Day-themed fundraiser that went 
from Feb. 8-12. The fundraiser sold $2 choco-
lates attached to a heart with the message “Love 
is Worldwide” with other donations welcome.

“Working through community service club 
was amazing,” Mulligan said. “With the help 
of president Jen Golden and sponsor Sarah 
Falkoff, I was able to promote my project even 
more and help Clayton High School spread the 
love. I was inspired by the feedback I got from 
my blog. All of my friends and family mem-
bers were reading it and even some people I 
didn’t know were asking for the link. I thought 
of Valentines Day and how incorporating the 
holiday would give the fundraiser a theme that 
instantly inspired me with the name ‘Hearts 4 
Haiti.’”

Mulligan is very grateful for all the support 
she has gotten and the number of responses as 
well. The $467 raised by ‘Hearts 4 Haiti’  event 
went to The Red Cross.

“My friends and volunteers from commu-
nity service were absolutely amazing at lunch,” 
Mulligan said. “They all helped to sell the Val-
entines and promote the cause and I thank 
them all so much for that.” 

by Ken Zheng
Co-Editor in Chief

“ When you are a 
poor country, you 
can’t properly re-
inforce buildings. 
The world is coming 
together and the aid 
will last for a month 
or so. I hate to be 
pessimistic but it’s 
not going to happen.
Michael Wysession
Associate Professor

Health care providers bring much-needed assistance to injury-stricken earthquake victims. Haitian earthquake and ensuing 
disasters met swiftly with aid
Haiti was particularly vulnerable to ramifications after the earthquake 
with regard to health care and infrastructure. CHS students respond 

to the tragedies in Haiti by raising awareness and funds.

Mimi Liu

7.0
The magnitude of the 
Jan. 12 earthquake in 

Haiti

$1,016
The amount the CHS 
Amnesty International 

club raised

$467

250,000
The estimated death 
toll of Haitian victims 
as of Feb. 9 (New York 

Times)

5,000
The number of U.S. 
troops sent to Haiti 
(New York Times)        

Victims recover and receive treatment in a hospital tent.

Perlyn with Israeli soldiers assisting him during a surgery.

Military and Red Cross vehicles transport victims to the hospital.   

ABOVE: Perlyn operates on a patient in a hospital tent; TOP RIGHT: Perlyn and U.S. military officers transport a patient from a hospital tent; BOTTOM RIGHT: Victims of the earthquake receive treatment and refuge in a hospital tent.

“ That night after the 
earthquake I could see 
fires burning and the 
constant deafening 
sound of wailing of 
people who were hurt, 
trapped, or mourning 
the loss of loved ones.
Carl Anderson 
Senior Governance Adviser

Donations to further 
Miami Children s Hos-
pital missions can be 
made at MCHF.org

  ’

The amount raised by 
the Hearts 4 Haiti’ 
fundraiser at CHS
 ‘
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Losing is the new winning as CHS 
teachers participate in The Biggest 
Loser: High School Edition. Although 
their journey will not be broadcasted to 
the fans of America, they strive to eat 
healthier, exercise more and, ultimate-
ly, shed a few pounds. 

Originally presented as an idea 
by health teacher Melissa Hobick at 
the January faculty meeting, The Big-
gest Loser has inspired teachers in all 
departments. 

The rules are simple: each par-
ticipating teacher goes in for an initial 
weigh-in followed by one weigh-in ev-
ery two weeks for 16 weeks. which is 
slightly longer than the 10 week inten-
sive the television show lasts. 

Along the way, there are cash re-
wards and prizes that help motivate 
participants. 

“There are little incentives along the 
way,” math teacher Barb Dobbert said, 
“like the two biggest losers of the first 
two weeks got little prizes, and they 
were acknowledged over email.” 

However, the prizes are not the big-
gest incentive to win, especially since 
the teachers had to pay an upfront fee to 
join the competition. Although materi-
al motivation is certainly present. “Mrs. 
Hobick made it cost $15, so I guess if 
you’re going to pay into it, you’re go-
ing to be a little more invested,” science 
teacher Brad Krone said. 

In addition of material motivation, 
The Biggest Loser also requires some 
personal motivation. 

“Its discipline,” Krone said, “it’s me 
choosing to eat correctly and exercise 
every day and it’ll work… if I stick to 
it.”

Dobbert, who tried the Weight 
Watchers program in the past, agreed 
that the hard part of losing weight is 
not figuring how to do it, but actually 
doing it, continuously. To encourage 
the teachers, Mrs. Hobick sends out 
emails to the participants with websites 
and tips on eating right and, exercising 
daily. 

Living healthy means sacrifice for 
many participants. 

“I love sweets, so instead of having 
two desserts a day, I have two desserts 
a week now,” Dobbert said. “That’s my 
biggest downfall, my sweet tooth.” 

Krone, who knows he eats bigger 
portions than he should, agrees that 
eating right is difficult. 

“I make waffles for my kids every 
Saturday with chocolate chips, and this 
Saturday I didn’t,” Krone said, with a 
touch of nostalgia. “Instead I had a ba-
nana and a bagel.” 

Although it is a competition be-
tween individuals, it has created a 
“common bond,” as Dobbert would say, 
between the teachers.

“There are quite a few people in the 
math department that are doing it,” 
Dobbert said, “We are supporting each 

ing,” Roth said. “The District did not ask, ‘Find us what 
the best scheme is for renovating or for providing for the stu-
dents at Wydown.’ It should have been a much broader or 
global question.”

However, Tennill said that the Wydown Tomorrow com-
mittee went through an “exhaustive” study of 10 possible 
concepts, seven of which involved reusing parts of the ex-
isting structure.  He called accusations that the District had 
ruled out the possibility of a renovation from the beginning 
“completely inaccurate.”

Roth also outlined what he sees as problems with the 
District’s plans.  He questioned the plan to put a parking ga-
rage underneath the building, calling it a “no-no,” and said 
that having students enter in the same location where there 
would be parking will create dangerous situations. He raised 
issue with the zero-tax-rate increase phrase, saying that it is 
“tweaking reality” because if the bond issue did not pass or 
a cheaper option was chosen, taxes would actually go down. 
Roth also questioned the length of the project and the dis-
ruption that it will cause.

Roth said that he offered his services to the Wydown To-
morrow Committee but was told they had sufficient help, 
and he said the reason he didn’t propose his plans in the 
summer was that they were not completed. He said that A 
Better Plan for Wydown will put up signs, canvass and email 
to spread the word.  Details on Roth’s plan can be found at 
www.chsglobe.com, as well as links to the layouts for the 
plan included in Prop. W and answers to frequently asked 
questions.

Whenever you hear the words “Close-Up” at CHS, you 
may automatically think of it as just a “week-long field 
trip.” for students and some of our selected staff to just get 
away  from the Clayton scene.

In reality, this is referring to the week-long field trip 
that takes its participants to the heart of Washington, D.C. 
and beyond. Both students and teachers have said that it is 
always very successful, and this year is no different. 

Although this year did not 
have a new President being inau-
gurated, students still participated 
in the Close-Up Trip, which oc-
curred on Jan. 11-15.

Well what exactly is the Close-
Up? It’s an organization that pro-
vides educational opportunities 
in Washington, DC. It primarily 
focuses on how the government 
functions and on politics, but it 
also gives a big tour of the capitol 
state itself. 

This year the sponsor was his-
tory teacher Kordenbrock, a first 
time leader in the event. Korden-
brock believes this year’s group of 
students, as well as previous ones, 
were given the opportunity of a lifetime.

“The Close-Up gives the students an opportunity to 
see senators, representatives, and the D.C. capitol in ac-
tion,” Kordenbrock said. “It also gives a historical study 
because a large part of the program is seeing historical 
sites in Washington and discussing the historical aspects 
of them.”

For example, the students visited the FDR Memorial 
and talked about the role of the government and the dif-
ferences between liberal and conservative views. These 

were only a couple of the breathtaking activities that took 
place.

They were required to keep a notebook of all the sig-
nificant things they encounter, and are asked to reflect on 
them later. This way, the students can take a bit of school 
with them, rather than separating it completely.

While the educational aspects were still similar to last 
year’s trip, the biggest difference was that it wasn’t domi-
nated by the inauguration. Last year, the trip occurred 
during the inauguration of Barack Obama, and the stu-
dents witnessed the inauguration several rows away. 

Another main difference was that this 
year there were more students from around 
the country, such as Arizona, California, 
and Texas. Clayton High School was the 
only school from Missouri.

Not only was Kordenbrock impacted 
by the trip, but many of the students were 
strongly impacted by their experience as 
well.

“I thought the trip was amazing and life-
changing,” sophomore Amanda Wagner 
said. “It influenced me to be more political-
ly active and aware, and maybe even pursue 
a career in politics.”

And while it was life-changing, Wagner 
claims it to be a one-time event since it will 
never be the same experience again.

Many people watch the debates on tele-
vision and see people like Claire McCaskill and John Mc-
Caine, and for the students to be able to see them in per-
son giving their lives to govern their country is definitely 
a very powerful feeling. 

Many students commented on this note and certainly 
felt the same degree of happiness.

“It was empowering for the students since they inter-
acted with people who were not unlike them and were 
active in political affairs,” Kordenbrock said. “Students 
found that they can do it too.” 

Prop. W
pg. 1

As for other opposition, Goldberg said she saw doubtful 
community members at the tours of Wydown that she con-
ducted. The survey reported that 14.9 percent of respondents 
would not support the bond issue because they did not think 
the school needs to be upgraded, and Goldberg received sim-
ilar comments.

“There may be some people who think that this doesn’t 
need to be done,” Goldberg said. “When I did the tours, there 
were a couple people who said, ‘Oh things look fine, you don’t 
need to do anything.’”

If the bond issue passes, the in-depth planning process 
would begin.  According to Goldberg, choosing architecture 
and construction firms and going through the steps neces-
sary to break ground would likely take many months.

“We’ll have parents involved, I want representative group 
of students to meet with the architects, all of the different de-
partments will meet and talk about their needs, you know, 
what the science rooms need to look like, the art rooms, how 
the theatre is going to be arranged, and that probably will 
take us into the start of school,” Goldberg said.

Tennill said that construction would not begin until the 
spring of 2011 and that the project would be done in the fall 
of 2013. As for now, Goldberg said she will be canvassing on 
four upcoming Saturdays, going door to door to inform the 
community about a project that will finally bring her and her 
staff the type of facility they have long awaited.

“We were always hopeful, but now we’re thinking that 
there is going to be an answer in the future, if the bond issue 
passes, that will address the issues that we’ve been dealing 
with,” Goldberg said. “[The staff] felt that they were listened 
to, that their concerns were validated, that something really 
awesome is going to happen for the school.” 

other, sharing Weight Watcher recipes, 
talking about it at lunch sometimes, 
and bringing bring in new recipes.” 

For some, inspiration comes from 
family as well as colleagues. 

“The ultimate goal is to live a 
healthier lifestyle,” Dobbert said, “and 
I want to do it not only for me, but my 
family as well.” 

Family plays an important role for 
the participants of The Biggest Loser at 
CHS. 

“My wife’s a fitness instructor and a 
personal trainer,” Krone said, “and she 
said I have to win, because if I don’t 
win, it looks bad for her. Maybe I’ll just 
lie.” 

The winners – the top two female 
Biggest Losers and top two male Big-
gest Losers – are selected based on the 
percentage of body weight lost, not the 
number of pounds shed. 

However, winning isn’t the main 
reason teachers are participating. Many 
have personal goals. 

“I want to fit into size 36 pants for a 
while and I don’t have enough money 
to buy a new wardrobe,” Krone said. 

“I used to walk all the time,” Dob-
bert said, “but now I feel like I don’t 
have time to do that. I’m just making it 
a point to get more exercise.” 

Technically, The Biggest Loser at 
CHS is a competition, but not in the 
usual sense. It is a competition to live 
a healthier life, which has united the 
CHS staff. 

Elizabeth Sikora

Courtesy of Rick Kordenbrock

Wydown principal Mary Ann Goldberg strongly hopes for parents and the community to vote “yes” on Proposition W. The Clayton 
district is currently seeking new ways to inform the public on the middle school’s renovations.

Mrs. Hobick (left), among many of the other teacher participants in The Biggest Loser: High School Edition, experienced weigh-
ins  every two weeks for a 16 week period with CHS nurse Dede Coughlin (right). 

Close-Up participants pose in front of the Missouri’s part of the WWII Memorial. TOP ROW: Amanda Wagner, Jeremy Phillips, Jon Knohl, 
David Rhodes. BOTTOM ROW: Dylan Schultz, Sarah Tait, Lauren Hill, Margaret Mulligan, Isabella Jacobs, Laura Bleeke, Karley Woods.

Jenna Carlie

Close-up opens students’ eyes to bigger picture, better opportunities

Biggest Loser reaches new level of popularity at CHS, teachers get involved

Construction at Wydown soon to develop

by Dee Luo
Reporter

by Alex Grayson
Reporter

“ I thought the trip 
was amazing and 
life-changing. It 
influenced me to be 
more politically ac-
tive and aware, and 
maybe even pursue 
a career in politics. 
Amanda Wagner
Sophomore
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HOCKEY													                      FORWARD

Athlete of the Month

BY THE NUMBERS

32 GOALS

22 ASSISTS

47 PENALTY MINUTES

Gabe Jacus

“Gabe is really fun to play with.  He 
scores a lot of goals, is tough, and is 
one of the team leaders on the ice.”

-Sophomore forward Will Rosenfeld

The Clayton hockey team has been 
doing pretty well so far this season. 
One of the main contributors to this is 
sophomore forward Gabe Jacus.

Jacus has been playing hockey since 
he was just five years old, thanks to 
Clayton alumni Max Barron.

“Max Barron used to come to my 
house and get me to play street hockey 
and then he eventually got me to play 
ice hockey,” Jacus said.

Playing hockey as a child paid off 
in the long run, as Jacus began playing 
on the varsity Clayton team during his 
freshman year. 

That season, he scored 1.5 goals per 
game.  Jacus dangled his way through 
the club season as well, and has now 
established himself on the St. Louis 
hockey scene.

Being one of the best players on the 
team, Jacus tallied a team-high 32 goals 
and 22 assists, showing why he plays 
on the top line. He has had three game 
winning goals this year alone.

So far this season, Jacus has scored 
half of the team’s game winning goals. 
Even though the team is 6-16-1, he still 
has a strong passion for the sport.

Jacus receives a lot of emotional 
support from his teammates as well.

“He is really fun to play with,” soph-
omore forward Will Rosenfeld said. 
“He scores a lot of goals and is tough.”

This season alone, Jacus had 47 pen-
alty minutes, showing his phenomenal 
toughness on the ice.

In the last game of the playoffs, Ja-
cus managed four goals and an assist in 
an 8-5 loss to Fort Zumwalt South.

On a better note, the Hounds’ first 
Ladue game was one of the team’s best 
because of their dedication and hard 
work on the ice.

“Our team was able to win without 
a full team,” Jacus said. “A lot of indi-
viduals stepped up their game, and that 
was fun to watch.”

Even though Jacus is dedicated to 
hockey, he seems to be very relaxed 
when it comes to setting personal goals 
for the season. This year he didn’t make 
any set goals for himself; however, 
he did want to score as many goals 
possible.  

Jacus doesn’t have his heart set 
on any college just yet, but if the op-
portunity arose he may just take a 
scholarship.

“If a good offer came up from a 
school, then I’d think about it, but I 
have no problem just going to a school 
and having fun,” Jacus said. “I’ve got a 
lot of time to think about it, so I don’t 
worry too much.”

At this point Jacus is exceeding in 
the sport and may, in time, have an op-
portunity to make this a profession.

“For a while that was my plan, but 
a lot changes over time,” Jacus said. “It 
would be great, but the sacrifices you 
need to make and the dedication you 
need to have is just ridiculous.”

Jacus plans on playing hockey 
throughout high school and may even-
tually turn his love of the sport into a 
career. 

by Payton Sciarratta
Reporter

Jacus leads Hounds on ice

Lately, former Cardinals slugger Mark McGwire has been 
in the news following his recent admission to steroid use and 
the thought provoking discussion as to whether he should 
be allowed into the baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown is 
now up for debate.  

The reasons that Big Mac should be allowed into the Hall 
of Fame greatly outweigh the detractions against him.  McG-
wire’s situation is only part of the problem that eventually 
equates to why players from the steroid era should univer-
sally be considered for the Hall of Fame, whether steroid use 
was proven or not.

The detractors against McGwire say that he cheated the 
game.  The Hall of Fame voters say his numbers were so 
bloated due to his use of steroids that he shouldn’t be allowed 
into the Hall of Fame.  

Clearly the majority of Hall of Fame voters are against Big 
Mac right now, with the last vote only raking in about 25 per-
cent of support for him.  Hall of Fame voting is conducted by 
the Baseball Writers Association of America (BBWAA), and 
any player that gets 75 percent or more of the vote in that 
year is inducted to the baseball Hall of Fame.  

With that in mind, McGwire is currently very far away 
from being inducted.  That was before his admission to us-
ing steroids on and off during his career, and now it will be 
interesting to see what the voters say next year.  In a sense, 
the voters’ decision on McGwire could possibly be how they 
will vote on the entire era’s players.

But should the voters be the judge and the jury for the 
whole scenario?  In my mind, they shouldn’t.  The other Hall 
of Fame players need to be incorporated into the situation 

because they are the ones that the Hall of Fame means most 
to, and they know the situation better than the writers.  

Some Hall of Fame players point out that if former Cin-
cinnati Reds second baseman Pete Rose and former White 
Sox outfielder “Shoeless” Joe Jackson can’t be considered for 
the Hall of Fame, then neither should players from the steroid 
era.   However, the problem with that logic is 
that while yes, those players aren’t eligible to be 
voted into the Hall of Fame, it is because they 
have been banned from the game of baseball 
for life.  McGwire was never banned.  He didn’t 
even break any MLB rules in taking steroids 
(MLB banned anabolic steroid use in 2002, and 
McGwire retired after the 2001 season).  

Rose and Jackson, however, did break 
MLB rules by gambling on the game of base-
ball.  Jackson went as far to throw the World 
Series, which is, in my mind, the most sacred 
part of baseball in America and maybe even 
the world.  Jackson threw away what most kids 
dream about achieving, yet never get a chance.  
Jackson and Rose were living a dream and 
threw it all away.

Before 1998, the season that McGwire 
smacked 70 home runs and became the all time single sea-
son home run leader, baseball was dead.  Following the 1995 
players strike, fans did not want to come to the games and 
attendance was at an all time low.  

But then two guys came along that made people care 
again.  The Cardinals first baseman combined with Cubs 

slugger Sammy Sosa to bring the fans back to the stadiums in 
droves, now excited to watch these two swing for the fences.  
TV ratings not only for Cubs and Cardinals games, but all of 
baseball, climbed through the roof as fans were amazed by 
the surge of power across the league.  

It is now known that some of these all star sluggers were 
using steroids during the height of their careers, 
but at the same time, it is now known that the 
pitchers they faced were “on the juice” as well.  
From Roger Clemens to Andy Pettitte to Kevin 
Brown to Eric Gagne, pitchers have also admit-
ted to their use of banned substances.  

What the voters should realize about McG-
wire is that he put up his numbers while other 
players of the era were also juicing.  And at the 
same time that this was occurring, McGwire 
put up Hall of Fame numbers while many of 
his peers using steroids did not.  

So should the man responsible for bringing 
baseball back have to take the fall for an entire 
era’s mistake?  

Every era in baseball has had its controver-
sies.  From the Black Sox and gambling scandal 
in the 1920’s to players’ use of cocaine and other 

drugs in the 70’s to the abuse of amphetamines by players in 
the 1980’s, and then the strike in 1995 and the following ste-
roid use.  The other eras that were considered to be “tainted” 
have never had to endure such discussion as to whether their 
stars should be allowed into the Hall of Fame.  

This in part has to do with a recent change in the sports 

media to report anything they see by players.  The sports me-
dia of the past was close to the players, often going out to eat 
after games.  The media then had a personal, yet professional 
relationship with the athletes.  The sports media of previous 
eras knew that their job was to report what happened on the 
field and that anything outside of the game was off limits in 
terms of reporting.  

Now, the sports media feels it is their duty to treat ath-
letes as if they are Hollywood actors or actresses by report-
ing every aspect of their lives, not just their performance on 
the field.  The sad part is that this reflects today’s culture.  A 
culture that would rather hear the off the field gossip about a 
big name player than read about the same player’s two home 
run night that they capped off with a diving catch to save the 
game.  

The sports media is possibly the biggest culprit of what 
has become a travesty in terms determining who deserves to 
go into the Hall of Fame.   

Even though many reporters knew or suspected Big Mac 
of some sort of steroid use in 1998, they looked away; they, 
in a sense, encouraged steroid usage by not speaking out 
against it then.  Now, those same writers are the ones that are 
not voting for McGwire to get into the Hall of Fame.  This 
is quite a show of hypocrisy in terms of their morals.  Their 
condoning of McGwire’s steroid use during his playing days 
should be exactly how they treat him now.

In conclusion, has there ever been discussion or really 
even much thought as to whether players of other tainted 
eras should be allowed into the Hall of Fame?  No, so why 
should there be now? 

Turf Tales

Evan Green

Should McGwire be held responsible for an entire era’s mistake?

Basketball Hounds beat Ladue at Fontbonne, look to playoffs

Izzy Fratt

Junior guard Christian Thomas goes up for a three-point attempt in the first half of the Hounds’ 48-42 win over the rival Ladue Rams 
on Feb. 11.  The team improved to 15-7 and Thomas finished with 19 points in the game, which was played in nearby Fontbonne 
University’s  gymnasium for the first time in the series.  

The real question for the boys’ basket-
ball team is just which squad will show up 
on a daily basis.

Will it be the team that handily defeat-
ed a good Normandy team on the road on 
Jan. 29, or the team that lost by 13 at home 
to a considerably less talented Westmin-
ster squad at home three days before?

Having not won or lost two straight 
games in their last six match-ups, there 
has really been no consistency to judge 
the Hounds by. With districts coming up, 
the team needs to return to their winning 
form of earlier in the season.

“We need to work on sharing the ball, 
finding the open man and getting easy 
baskets,” head coach Ryan Luhning said.

At the same time, the team has had 
to fight through injuries to junior guard 
Ahmad Smith and sophomore guards 
Charlie Harned and Clayton Buchanan.  
While Luhning is not one to make excus-
es, clearly part of the team’s struggles have 
come from these injuries.

However, with the setbacks, new peo-
ple have stepped up for the Hounds.

“[Senior] Preston Burnsed has really 
stepped up lately, and [senior Max] Gold-
farb has played tough for us,” junior guard 
Christian Thomas said.

Thomas has stepped up his game for 
the Hounds lately as well.  Now just 12 
points away from 1,000 for his career, 
Thomas is averaging a team-high 21 
points per game to go with 10 rebounds 
per game as well.

“I’ve done a good job of scoring, 

rebounding and ball-handling lately,” 
Thomas said.

On Feb. 17, the Hounds took on Ma-
plewood, and in a losing effort, Thomas 
netted 29 points, 10 rebounds, seven 
blocks and five steals. 

However, Thomas wasn’t the only tal-
ent on display for the Hounds on their 
Senior Night.  Senior guard Devonte Bell 
(who is averaging 15 points per game) 
was honored before the game as a possible 
recipient for an McDonalds All-American 
award.  Only 1,000 high school players in 
the country received the recognition.

Hopefully, these two talented players 
can make Bell and seven other seniors’ 
final playoff run a memorable one.  The 
team certainly has the talent to do so.

The Hounds first district game will be 
at home on Feb. 24 at 8:30. 

by Evan Green
Senior Sports Editor
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The conclusion to the football sea-
son has brought more than just a tro-
phy to the champion.  In winning the 
Super Bowl, the Saints have completed 
their dream season and in doing so 
have helped bring New Orleans closer 
together.

The Saints, who had been notori-
ously bad for their 44 seasons as a team 
that they became known to residents of 
New Orleans as “the Aints,” finally won 
their first Super Bowl February 7 with 
their victory over the Colts.

Hillary Shulman, a temporary Clay-
ton student after Hurricane Katrina and 
currently living in New Orleans, ex-
plained her joy after the Colts victory.

“When it got down to about 20 sec-
onds left in the game, I burst into tears,” 
Shulman said.  “Me and my mom stood 
their with our jerseys on counting 
down to the last second and when it got 
to zero seconds on the clock, I ran out 
of house along with all my neighbors.” 

Clayton student Edward Du, a se-
nior who moved from Louisiana in 
2008 and big Saints fan, was ecstatic 
after the victory.

“Being from Louisiana, I’m ex-
tremely proud of them,” Du said.  “For 
the people in New Orleans, the Saints 
became their hope, and the story of 
their success will continue beyond the 
French Quarter.”

Henry Pulitzer, a Saints season 
ticket holder and New Orleans native, 
noted the Saints underdog status.

“Most of the country thought the 
Colts were going to win,” Pulitzer said.  

Saints victory brings joy to New Orleans
by Jake Bernstein

Reporter

					   

BASKETBALL GUARD/FORWARD

Athlete of the Month

BY THE NUMBERS

5.5 PPG 

3 RPG

63.8  FT%

“Chelsea’s approach and 
work ethic is exemplary 
to the younger girls on 
the team.”
--Head Coach 
Steve Lanter

Chelsea Granberry

It was Friday night and a swarm 
of fans stormed the court after an-
other thrilling Clayton-Ladue rivalry 
matchup. The Varsity Boys Basket-
ball Hounds headed down the road to 
Fontbonne University to take on their 
rivals, the Ladue Rams. This game was 
also a marquee matchup for two of the 
area’s scoring leaders; Clayton’s very 
own Christian Thomas (20.4 points per 
game) and Ladue’s Eli Weigley (17.1 
point per game.)

The first quarter was a slow one for 
the Hounds. Ladue held them to only 
8 points while they managed to put up 
13 points for themselves. In the second 
quarter the hounds prevailed, scoring 
10 and managed to only trail by 3 at the 
half.

“At half time, I felt pretty confi-
dent about us winning.” Senior Sam 
Hagene said. “We were only down by 3 
at the half and had a whole 20 minutes 
ahead of us. We are a second half team 
and with Devonte and CT (Christian 
Thomas) out there doing work, I wasn’t 
worried”

As soon as the ball was inbounded 

and the clock started counting down 
the hounds were off to a good start. 
Starting the half off with an 18-2 scor-
ing run, there was no room for im-
provement. The hounds ended the 
third quarter leading by 9.

In the second half there was a little 
bit of scare from a Ram’s 4th quarter 
comeback but the Hounds lockdown 
defense stopped them while show-
ing no mercy. The hounds were lead 
defensively by Preston Burnsed with 
2 steals and Christian Thomas with 2 
blocks. Sooner or Later the game came 
to a close. Everybody knew the game 
was over when the Clayton fans start-
ed chanting, “Drive home safely” and 
“Good luck next year”. The final score at 
Dr. Lee McKinney Court was Clayton 
48, Ladue 42. The Hounds were also led 
by Junior, Christian Thomas (19 points, 
11 rebounds) and Senior, Devonte Bell 
(18 points, 3 assists).

This was not the first victory over 
Ladue this season. Earlier this season, 
the Hounds thrashed the Rams by 15 
points (62-47) in the Christian Broth-
er’s College D.C. Wilcutt Tournament. 

The win on February 11, improved 
the varsity hound’s record to a solid 
15-7. 

Come 

EXTRA VIRGIN,
an Olive Ovation

The Shoppes at
The Crescent

143 Carondelet Plaza
Clayton, MO 63105
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www.extravirginoo.com

St. Louis’ most 
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taste how 
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be!

Jake BernsteinSaints fans fill the Superdome to celebrate a Saints victory, the Saints success has helped to lift spirits of people affected by Hurricane Katrina.

Clayton thrashes Ladue
by Jonathan Knohl

Reporter

Chelsea Granberry has been playing basketball on the 
Clayton High School team for four years. Until freshman year 
she never had any formal basketball training or education.  

“When I was younger I played basketball with my family 
and friends,” Granberry said. “I had so much fun that even 
though I had never played on a team, I decided to try out for 
the high school team.”

Granberry is the lead scorer on the Lady Hounds and in-
spires many of her teammates.

“I worked out everyday over the summer,” Granberry 
said. “I played a lot so that I could have 
a good season this year.”

“Chelsea keeps everyone focused 
and gives us a big play when we need 
it,” senior Margaret Lanter said.  

Lanter has played with Granberry 
on varsity for two years.  

“Chelsea is so unique because she 
can be so goofy and funny off the 
court,” Lanter said. “But once the game 
starts she’s all business, she’s focused.”

Her work ethic has been noticed 
and praised by Lady Hounds coach of 
three years, Steve Lanter.

“Chelsea’s commitment is simply 
stellar,” Lanter said. “She has a great 
attitude and love of the game. She is 
always fighting for a win.”

Granberry’s dedication goes further than just showing up 
at practice but also in the way she helps the team dynamic.

“I am definitely going to miss the team next year,” Gran-
berry said. “I love to play basketball, but because the team 
is so fun to be around I always want to go to practices and 
games.”

Granberry has also affected younger members of the 
team.

“She is a very hard worker,” sophomore Sarah Tait said.  
“She practices more than any other person on the team.  See-
ing how hard she is working makes other people want to 
work harder.”

Coach Lanter hopes that her performance will influence 
her underclassmen teammates.

“Chelsea’s approach and work ethic is an example to the 
younger girls,” Lanter said. “If there is a choice she always 
chooses to spend her time practicing and her improvement 
has been remarkable.

The team has not bonded only because of all of the time 
spent together on the court but also off. Team sleepovers are 
one way the girls developed deeper connections.

“Chelsea is so funny,” Lanter said. “Her 
laugh is unmistakable, its contagious, she 
can make anyone laugh.”

Granberry credits the team atmosphere 
with helping her enjoy her time on the bas-
ketball team.  

“We like to be together,” Granberry said. 
“The team is really laid back, we are always 
laughing and joking around.”

Granberry will also miss having Lanter 
as a coach.

“Coach Lanter is really intense,” Gran-
berry said. “He really knows how to get 
people fired up.”

Granberry plans to continue playing 
basketball in college at Newman University.

“I picked Newman based on athletics 
and academics,” Granberry said. “I am really happy that I will 
be able to continue to play basketball in college.”

Although the Lady Hounds have lost the last few games 
the quality of play has improved and Granberry is hopeful 
for a good end to the season.

“We have been playing very well the last few games,” 
Granberry said.  “I think that we will be successful at districts 
because we are pretty evenly matched with a lot of the teams 
that are in our district.” 

Saints roll over Colts in first franchise Super Bowl victory with a 31-17 victory in Miami.

by Katherine Greenberg
Editor

“ Chelsea’s commit-
ment is simply stel-
lar.  She has a great 
attitude and love 
of the game. She is 
always fighting for 
a win.
Steve Lanter
Head Coach

Chelsea Granberry leads Hounds 
as team works toward districts

“But as Saints fans, we were not looking 
at the talent of the team, we are look-
ing at all that the team has done.  This 
year there were a lot of times where the 
Saints just got really lucky, so it didn’t 
matter that we were the underdogs.”

It is hard to imagine that the Saints 
franchise was considering leaving New 
Orleans only five years ago and that 
their arena was destroyed.  Now, when 
the Saints began to win, the city became 
closer, Shulman explained.

“We as a city have become so much 
closer because of the Saints,” Shulman 
said. “Everything is black and gold 
now, and all cars have a bumper sticker 
that says ‘WHO DAT!’  Strangers were 
hugging strangers last night because of 
the Saints.”

Larger than the victory however, 
Du thinks that the Saints team has 
grown to represent the city since the 
Hurricane.

“I definitely think that the Saints 

bring the city together from the dam-
ages caused by the Hurricane Katrina 
since 2005.  I believe that the Saints, 
since the hurricane, have found moti-
vation for greater success,” Du said. Pu-
litzer shared a similar view with Du.

“It’s not just the football that fans are 
crazy about, it is that the Saints stand 
for New Orleans,” Pulitzer said. “New 
Orleans has been so far down and out 
in the past few years.  And so many 
times this year the Saints have come 

from behind and had incredible come-
back victories, so it is easy to associate 
the Saints and the city in this way.”

In a city which murder rates lead 
the nation, it is a noticeable change 
when number of reported murders and 
number of 911 calls drop on game day.  
Many have seen this as a sign that the 
Saints and the city developed an even 
closer bond in the past season.

“The general atmosphere and spirit 
has changed,” Pulitzer said. “There is a 

nicer feel to a city sometimes not con-
sidered so nice.”

Shulman, however, has noticed a 
difference this year in New Orleans as 
well.

“This year is completely different,” 
Shulman said.  “Everyone watched ev-
ery game.  Kids put ‘The Saints won the 
game’ as their facebook statuses after 
each game.”

This is not to say football was not 
big in New Orleans prior to this year.  
Fans fought to keep the team in New 
Orleans after Katrina, and the Saints 
have always held a spot in the heart of 
New Orleans residents.

“Pretty much everybody in the state 
of Louisiana and the city of New Or-
leans watch and support the New Or-
leans Saints,” Du said.

After waiting so many years, New 
Orleans’ fans finally got the ultimate 
prize.

“Having the Saints do so well is 
good for people’s souls,” Pulitzer said. 
“Being in the spotlight for is good for 
the city because it gives us pride, and 
hope that better things are too come.”

The city does seem to be making 
the next step in rebuilding.  The Super 
Bowl will be played in New Orleans in 
2013, two thirds of New Orleans voters 
agreed on a new mayor-elect for office 
and there is a drop in crime across the 
city.

For now, however, residents are still 
in the midst of partying over Mardi 
Gras and the Saints victory.

“The theme of Mardi Gras seems to 
be the Saints,” Pulitzer said. “It is still 
Saints everything around here.  The city 
is on fire.” 
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I was in Mrs. Wilson’s first grade classroom as I used 
red crayons to create my poster to be used that night. “Go 
McGwire Go!” it read. That night I held up that sign proud-
ly amongst thousands of replicated plastic McGwire signs 
handed out as fans entered the gates. But my sign was special. 
My sign came from the heart; it represented the unblemished 
joy of a true fan.

During a mildly warm, humid night I watched the game 
and ate my hot dog, all the while with a tingling anticipa-
tion. When the ball launched off of McGwire’s bat, a line 
drive home run that rocketed to left field, I and about 50,000 
other baseball fans jumped up, threw our hands in the air 
and screamed in jubilation. 

It was his 60th home run of the season. I was pretty 
young, but I knew he had just tied Babe Ruth and that Roger 
Maris’ all-time single season home run record was just one 
swing away. I knew that night was history, and I was part of 
it. Mostly I knew that that was one of the greatest nights of 
my young life. 

Steroids have been an unavoidable controversy for base-
ball fans for the past few years. Athletes have held press con-
ferences, tested positive, and even testified before Congress 
on the issue. Records have been questioned and suspicion is 
still rampant. Most importantly, many fans have felt cheated 
by players who have used steroids for putting a blemish on a 
pure and innocent game--our past time. 

Recently, it was announced that Mark McGwire would 
become a part of the Cardinals coaching staff, as the hitting 
coach, emerging from a hiatus from public life since his re-
tirement. Due to his return to baseball the steroid contro-
versy had to be brought up again. The Press would not be 
satisfied until they had a definitive answer. So, Mark McG-
wire admitted what many fans and sportswriters saw as a 
foregone conclusion: that he had used steroids during his 
playing career. 

Again the steroids issue was on the tip of everyone’s 
tongue. Every sports pundit has his or her opinion. Some feel 
that such offenders should be banned from baseball. Others 

feel that the steroid era is akin to the dead ball era, when the 
baseball itself simply did not travel as far. 

The steroid issue has always been there for me as a base-
ball fan, but with McGwire it hits home. I’ve largely been on 
the fence since the controversy began. His use of steroids was 
wrong, and that behavior sets a poor example for kids who 
look up to athletes like McGwire. 

At times I share the opinion of Bob Gibson, another Car-
dinals great, who once noted that had steroids been around 
in his era, he might very well have used them himself to gain 
a competitive edge. 

I take a moderate view on McGwire compared to others. 
I do not hold hardly any contempt for those athletes who did 
take steroids, though I don’t approve of steroids and believe 
what they did was wrong. 

One thing I can’t agree with is what noted sports col-
umnist Jay Mariotti said and that many others have echoed. 
Mariotti stated that McGwire’s use of steroids had completely 
tarnished that magical summer where he and Sammy Sosa 
chased the single season home run record. I can’t accept 
that. 

I can’t accept it because no matter what athletes put into 
their bodies, nothing can take away what I felt in the summer 
of 1998. Nothing can. Nothing can take away the joy I felt 
sitting in Big Mac Land praying for an upper deck shot, or 
seeing a McDonalds poster with Mark McGwire’s face on it 
and forcing my mom to turn the car towards McD’s. 

McGwire has been treated unfairly. Fans and writers have 
forgotten all that he did for this city and for the game of 
baseball. The homerun race between him and Sammy Sosa 
brought fans back to our national past time following the 
contempt left over from the lockout a few years before. He 
helped reignite a passion for the game. When we opine about 
McGwire, that fact should never be forgotten. 

Steroids can stop McGwire and others from being ac-
cepted to the Hall Of Fame and stop their records from being 
recognized and cause shrinkage to a certain body part, but 
that doesn’t matter as much to me. Because what steroids can 
never do is tarnish the memories that Mark McGwire helped 
give me. 

by Alex Kasnetz
Reporter

The Clayton hockey team finished 
the regular season 6-14-1 and made the 
Founders Cup for the third time in the 
last four years. In the first round of the 
Founders Cup, the Greyhounds took 
on Fort Zumwalt South. During the 
first game of the series the Greyhounds 
fell short losing 10-6 on Feb. 6, which 
happened to be the night of the Peppers 
dance for Clayton High School. 

Despite the fate of the season rest-
ing in the next two games, some of the 
Clayton team decided to attend the 
dance rather than the game. For many 
seniors this was upsetting that their fi-
nal season in the Greyhound uniform 
was coming to a half-hearted conclu-
sion. Although the team was hopeful 
that they could win the second game 
and the mini game, several obstacles 
stood in the way of the team not just 
for the second game of the series but all 
season.

After coming off a great season last 
year that was cut short in a mini game 
lose to Priory the future of the Grey-
hounds was looking bright. There were 
some key players, however, that Clay-
ton couldn’t afford to lose.

“We really only lost two seniors,” 
head coach Chris Wirtel said. “But Tim 
Smith was a rock on defense and Mur-
phy [Horlacher] was a solid checking 

line center. Looking back on it I can 
see that it is a main reason why we have 
given up so many goals this year.”

Not all of the players that departed 
were seniors. Junior Zach Cavallini 
opted to forgo his senior year at Clay-
ton High School and moved to Toronto 
to play competitive hockey for the To-
ronto Junior Canadians.

Along with the graduated seniors 
of ’09 and Cavallini, the loss of seniors 
Connor Dougan and Sam Jacus, has 
taken a huge toll on the team’s perfor-
mance. Jacus left the team early in the 
season due to a shoulder injury and still 
hasn’t been able to play. Dougan, a huge 
contributor to the current season, has 
been unable to play because of multiple 
concussions.

“Connor’s leadership and point 
scoring was a tough loss,” said Doug 
Holtzman, father of senior player 
Corbin Holtzman.

Dougan, however, will continue 
his role as team captain despite his 
injuries.

“As captain of the team I try and be 
the team leader and get the team pre-
pared for games,” Dougan said. “I work 
hard and set an example for the rest of 
the team.”

Another key lose for the team oc-
curred on Saturday, Feb. 6, as Clayton 
students celebrated the annual Peppers 
dance, Stern was taken by ambulance 
to the hospital after receiving a neck 

injury.  Although Stern returned the 
following game, his absence for the rest 
of game one was seen as the team’s de-
fense was depleted. 

The injuries were not the only ab-
sence that the Greyhounds faced this 
season. Throughout the season junior 
Cory Canon was absent from seven 
games due his club hockey team travel-
ing. This lose was key, because Canon 
was a major contributor to the Grey-
hounds offense. 

At CHS, hockey games have always 
been a traditional way for students to 
spend their evenings. In past years, 
crowds of Clayton fans would file into 
the bleachers and scream and cheer for 
the team. This year, however, Clayton 
saw a depleted fan section throughout 
the whole season.  Doug Holtzman 
credited this as being a contributing 
factor to Clayton’s performance this 
season.

“Audience turn-out is great for La-
due games, otherwise it has weakened 
in my years of watching Corbin play,” 
Holtzman said. 

Like the game on the night of the 
Peppers dance, the Clayton team ended 
their season, and for many of the play-
ers their high school careers, in an 8-5 
loss to Fort Zumwalt South on Feb. 13. 
With the season over the Greyhounds 
are looking forward to next season and 
the opportunities that comes with a 
clean slate. 

by Nate Townsend
Reporter

Please, raise your hand if you 
would turn down that oh-so idolized 
$1 million per year salary.

Please, keep it up if you would 
walk away from $5 million per.

You’ve got to be thinking, “Who 
on earth would have their hand up?”

Athletes. It’s a simple answer that 
blows my mind.

The man who represents not a 
team, but a country makes less than 
Major League Baseball’s minimum 
salary.

That’s right: Obama earns less 
than half of what the now infamous 
Jason Motte makes.

From when I was just a little kid, 
it was understood that the harder one 
worked, the more one would get in 
return. Prospective doctors spend 
their twenties (and their life savings) 
memorizing entire textbooks know-
ing that one day they will be reward-
ed with due compensation.

Then there’s the case of athletes.
JaMarcus Russell, the top over-

all selection of the 2007 NFL Draft, 
decided that he was just too good 
to play for anything under $11 mil-
lion per season. He missed the entire 
training camp and has never lived 
up to the hype. His so-called unlim-
ited potential seems to have been no 
match for karma.

Sports agents call it “smart finan-

cial advice.” I call it greed.
Okay, I’ll admit, they have God-

given talent. Unfortunately, they 
seem to think they have a right to 
make more than God Himself.

Of course, there are two sides to 
every story. The owners and those 
who run these sport organizations 
have buckled one too many times.

In all honesty (I’m not just tak-
ing this opportunity to bash the Evil 
Empire), many blame the New York 
Yankees and George Steinbrenner for 
driving up the markets of the sport-
ing industry over the past 35 years.

Steinbrenner expected to win the 
World Series every year and used 
cold hard cash to wipe away the tears 
when the Yankees would not win. He 
paid Dave Winfield a then-unheard 
amount of $25 million over 10 years 
to bring him to the Bronx.

Others players followed, and then 
it forced other teams to fork out the 
same kind of money. Then football 
players thought they deserved as 
much as baseball players; basketball 
players followed.

Now, LeBron James and Kobe 
Bryant both make $40 million for 
playing 82 games. And apparently, 
that isn’t enough.

The National Basketball Asso-
ciation has a collective bargaining 
agreement (CBA) with the Players’ 
Association that expires in 2011. 

Recently, a new CBA has been 
drafted. It includes cutting the maxi-

mum contract to $60 million spread 
over multiple seasons, a cutback 
for some players approaching 66 
percent.

Of course, the players immediate-
ly laughed it off most likely believing 
the minimum should be $60 million 
per year.

I applaud the owners, though.
Sources close to the National 

Football League Players’ Association 
(NFLPA) say that a lockout is likely 
for the 2011 season. 

That’s right, Rams fans: Orland 
Pace is now causing problems for yet 
another team. 

I just don’t understand why sit-
ting and refusing to earn $5 million 
is better than playing and earning $5 
million…

Don’t get me wrong, I love going 
down to Busch Stadium, but I don’t 
understand why I should have to 
pay $55 to have to squint to see the 
outline of Albert from my 1,000 foot 
high seat.

The now embattled Tiger Woods 
made about $125 million last year. 
Floyd Mayweather, Jr. made about 
$50 million. I think it’s safe to say that 
Pope Benedict does not make quite 
that much.

So if I hear one more NFL line-
backer saying how he is unjustly 
forced to earn only $9.875 million, I 
very well may cry.

Please, raise your hand if you 
agree. 

by Tom Evashwick
Editor

The winter sports season is com-
ing to an end. As some athletes coast 
through the remainder of the season, 
a certain group of athletes continue to 
push for success. 

The girls’ varsity basketball team is 
determined to turn things around for 
the district tournament. 

“I think we have struggled because 
we don’t know our strengths and weak-
nesses,” sophomore Haley Wartman 
said. 

This is Wartman’s first season on 
varsity. Wartman had a hard time ad-
justing to varsity action in the begin-
ning of the season, but has since gotten 
used to everything.

 “The pace is a lot faster compared 
to on JV,” Wartman said.

 “Overall Haley has played really 
well,” said senior guard Taquera Walk-
er. Walker is in her second season as a 
member of the varsity team.

Although not enjoying as much 
success as the team would wish for, the 
team has some bright spots emerging 
including senior Michelle Cooper. She 
has proven her talents on the basketball 
court. 

“She hits her shots and plays really 
good defense,” said Wartman. 

Cooper is shooting 24% for the year, 
the highest among the starters. 

Michelle is also a great leader on 
and off the court. Another bright spot 
for the team has been the addition of 
Coach Mahlon Sanders. Sanders is 

by Christian Thomas
Reporter

Athletes’ salaries raise questions 
of greed and excess in pro sports

Mark McGwire’s steroid use changes 
legacy but not student’s memories

Mark McGwire swings for the fences during the Cardinal’s 1998 season. McGwire and Chicago Cub’s outfielder Sammy Sosa chased the single 
season home run record during the 1998 season. McGwire tallied 70 home runs, four more than Sosa’s 66.

MCT Campus/ Miami Herald

Hockey Hounds finish a season of 
complications with a first round loss

The Greyhounds hockey team suffers injuries and gaps in 
the roster during a season of ups and downs.

the father of junior forward Darcy 
Sanders. 

“Having my dad coach was weird at 
first,” Darcy Sanders said.  “I’ve gotten 
used to it though.” 

“Coach Sanders has been a real as-
set. He is very defensive minded and 
pushes us to work harder,” Wartman 
said.

With little time remaining in the 
regular season, the Lady Hounds are 
preparing for districts. 

“Obviously we want to win dis-
tricts,” Walker said. “In order to do that 
though, everyone needs to step up and 
play well.” 

“I am confident that we can turn it 
all around in time. We have a really tal-
ented team. We just have to figure it all 
out,” Wartman said.  

Lady Hounds gain new coach and 
new motivation for a run at districts

Izzy Fratt

The Lady Hounds collect at around coach Steve Lanter from left to right: sophomore Stephanie Avery, sophomore Sarah Tait, junior Jaclyn Poe, 
senior Taquera Waler, and junior Allison O’Neal. Seniors Chelsea Granberry and Maggie Lanter lead the team with 5.5 and 4.8 PPG.
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Best T.V. Series 
“The Office”

Best Song
“I Gotta Feeling” 
Black Eyed Peas

Best Male Performer 
Zach Galifinankis, “The Hangover”

Worst Movie 
“Hannah Montana The Movie”

Most Addictive Song
“Party in the USA” by Miley Cyrus

Best Movie “The Hangover” 

Best Youtube Video 
“David After Dentist”

Best Music Video “I’m on a Boat” The Lonely Island

Best Female Performer Beyoncé



IFELchs “The desire to succeed and get ahead 
is so strong  that many people will 
cheat and feel like they can justify it 
due to the noble reason behind the 
cheating. ”

CHEATING, pg. 16News Briefs

New Head Editors 
for 2010-2011

Congratulations to the 

new Globe head edi-

tors for the 2010-2011 

school year. Dawn An-

drophy and Noah Eby 

will be Co-Editor-Chiefs. 

Maddy Bullard will be 

Senior Managing Editor. 

Laura Bleeke and Jackie 

Leong will be Manag-

ing Editors. Justin Elliot, 

Kara Kratcha, Zach-

ary Praiss, Anat Gross, 

Jocelyn Lee and Caitlin 

Kropp will serve as Sec-

tion Editors. Helen Wiley 

and Mimi Liu will be Art 

Co-Directors and Dee 

Luo will be the Graphics 

Editor. We will also have 

many new page editors.

Take a Survey, 
Make Money

Interested in making 

$10 in ten minutes? A 

research group from 

MIZZOU will be hosting 

a survey at the Center 

of Clayton in Meeting 

Room A on Wednesday, 

March 3 from 10:30 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m. for high 

school students. The 

survey is anonymous 

and is a study on teens 

beliefs on alcohol.

Buddy Recruit-
ment Day

Buddy Recruitment Day 

is Friday, March 8. The 

Arts Fair Steering Com-

mittee members will 

be in all classes after 

GNN to recruit students. 

Think about participat-

ing in this annual event. 

Contact Mr. Nelke if 

you have any questions 

about the event or you 

happen to be absent 

March 8.

2010 Peppers 
King Winners

Congratulations to our 

2010 Pepper’s Kings 

Danny Steinberg and 

Devonte Bell. Out of ap-

proximately 400 votes 

there was a tie.

CHS Film Festival 
Entries

Entries for the 2010 

Second Annual CHS 

Film Festival are due on 

March 19. Pick up entry 

forms in the library or 

contact Nate Townsend 

for more information. 

The festival is on May 2.

David Aiello
History teacher
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Our society is obsessed with the 
present. Twenty-four hour media out-
lets report any newsworthy subject the 
instant it occurs. Websites like Twitter 
and Facebook allow people to tell the 
world what they are doing at any given 
moment. Smartphones can be set to 
ring every time the owner’s favorite 
baseball team scores a run. Dominos, 
the famous pizza delivery company, al-
lows people to track their orders from 
placing an order to delivery.

The flow of information is end-
less; people flock to it like Niagra Falls. 
However, all too often, this perpetual, 
societal flood of knowledge erodes our 
appreciation for the past.

While instances of such erosion can 
be found in multiple facets of society, 
I recently discovered its prevalence in 
music. The epitome of this collective 
forgetfulness can be observed through 
a comparison of two groundbreaking 
musicians whose career apexes were 
approximately 85 years apart: Michael 
Jackson and Scott Joplin.

When Jackson died last summer 
he was working on his magnum opus. 
The “This Is It” tour was to be Jack-
son’s final farewell, a salutation to the 
countless number of his devoted fans 
across the world. When Jackson died, 
he had won 18 Grammy awards, revo-
lutionized music videos, and helped to 
bring African American music to the 
mainstream.

When Joplin died in 1917, he was 
also heavily entrenched in his mag-
num opus. “Treemonisha,” an opera 
depicting life as a slave for a girl on a 
plantation in Arkansas, was going to be 
Joplin’s big break, his chance to elevate 
African American music from honky 
tonks to opera houses and make an 
America just over thirty years removed 
from the Reconstruction era realize 
that black music was powerful force.

Before his death, Joplin had wit-
nessed his “Maple Leaf Rag” reach 
national popularity, and saw his song 
“Cascades” played at the 1904 World’s 
Fair in St. Louis, and was ready to fur-
ther his national reputation. So, what’s 
the difference between Jackson and 
Joplin, two accomplished musicians 
both perfecting their finest work’s at 
their deaths?

Timing.
When Jackson died there was a me-

dia frenzy, a lavish funeral at the Staples 
Center in Los Angeles, California, and 
the video recordings of his rehearsals 
for the “This Is It” tour were immedi-
ately made into a movie.

When Joplin died he was buried 
in an unmarked grave at St. Michael’s 

cemetery in New York and “Treemon-
isha” had not been performed and 
would not see the stage until 1972.

Last summer, I was reminded on 
a nearly daily basis by the media that 
Jackson was a musical genius, a legend-
ary performer, and a fixture in our soci-
ety. However, it was not until this Janu-
ary when I was driving down highway 
40 and saw the brown sign which reads 
“Scott Joplin House State Historic Site” 
that I was reminded of my first visit to 
Joplin’s house in the second grade, how 
excited I was to discover his music, and 
how blind I had been since to his im-
portance in creating America’s current 
popular music landscape. I quickly re-
alized that the nature of our society had 
caused me to lose sight of the relation-
ship between the present and the past.

With February being Black His-
tory Month, and as a fellow composer 
of music myself, I felt obligated to 
visit the house again and investigate 

Joplin’s music and life to a greater ex-
tent. I came to appreciate the work of 
an artist who, living in St. Louis was at 
the core of the ragtime explosion of the 
early 1900s, was at the right place in the 
wrong time, and as a consequence, did 
not reap the benefits of the modern day 
media.

Our society needs reminders of 
how the past continues to influence the 
present. As I walked through the doors 
of 2658A Delmar, where Joplin lived 
intermittently from 1901 to 1907, I 
heard, read, and saw Joplin’s legacy, was 
reminded of his greatness, and recog-
nized his relevance to our world today.

When I visited, I was fortunate 
enough to meet Bryan Cather, a re-
searcher of ragtime and volunteer at 
the Joplin house. Cather further de-
veloped my appreciation for Joplin’s 
impact on American music and began 
to do so with another comparison of 
Joplin to a famous musician. This time, 

Cather compared Joplin to one of his 
predecessors.

“Joplin was to American popular 
music what J.S. Bach was to classical 
music,” Cather said. “Bach’s music laid 
the formational groundwork for ev-
erything that came after it. The case is 
much the same with Joplin, in popular 
music. Everything that has come after 
it, in terms of American popular music, 
from jazz, blues and swing, to rock, hip 
hop, trance and techno, can trace its or-
igins back to the music of Scott Joplin.”

Cather spent many hours listening 
to ragtime music at the local library in 
his hometown of Arlington, Texas, but 
first became interested in ragtime, and 
particularly the music of Scott Joplin, 
thanks to the soundtrack for the movie 
“The Sting.” He soon found that he 
wasn’t the only one who had discovered 
a love for rags thanks to this revival.

“‘The Sting’ put ragtime back into 
the mix of popular music as it hadn’t 

been in 60 years or so,” Cather said. 
“You could not go out in public any-
where without hearing ‘The Enter-
tainer’ [one of Joplin’s most famous 
rags]. Radio stations played it, people 
hummed it, whistled it, it was on the 
background music in malls and stores. 
It was inescapable. People liked it, and, 
for the first in a very long time, Scott 
Joplin’s name was one that ever kid 
taking piano lessons knew, because if 
anyone knew you played, the first thing 
they’d ask for was ‘The Sting.’”

Cather soon also realized the im-
portance of ragtime music to American 
culture.

“[Ragtime] gave us the ability to say 
to the world, ‘here is something that is 
ours, that we created ourselves, out of 
our own people, our own experience,” 
Cather said. “That the rest of the world 
looked upon it, and pronounced it 
good, should give us immense pride.”

But the renewed nationwide ap-
preciation for ragtime music was short 
lived. Soon, new movies came along 
with new soundtracks that captivated 
audiences just as “The Sting” had and 
except for a few people like Cather, rag-
time music faded from the media spot-
light and became irrelevant.

Cather observed that as a conse-
quence society mistakenly developed 
the belief that ragtime was a thing of 
the past.

“The biggest misconception about 
ragtime might be that ‘no one listens to 
it,’” Cather said. “To debunk that, look 
at the throngs of people at the various 
festivals. Concert halls are packed. Peo-
ple love this stuff.”

Cather is also the co-editor of a 
newsletter for the Friends of Scott 
Joplin, a ragtime society in St. Louis, 
which holds various ragtime festivals, a 
monthly open piano night at Dressel’s 
pub in the Central West End, and even 
has its own online radio station.

However, this does not change 
the fact that many people are still too 
caught up in the present to look back 
at the past. To these individuals, Cather 
has a strong message.

“Ragtime is not a dead form,” Cather 
said. “It’s being composed, performed, 
recorded, bought, sold and enjoyed. To 
anyone who turns up their nose and 
says ‘all this is old music,’ I just reply 
that an old song I’ve never heard is a 
new song to my ears.”

And perhaps Cather’s mantra is how 
we should approach our past. To many 
people, ragtime, along with countless 
other artifacts of our history, is an un-
known entity, a new song they have not 
heard. Maybe, if we continue to preach 
the relevance of the past to our present, 
pioneers like Scott Joplin will receive 
the lasting credit they deserve.  

by Ben Colagiovanni
Reporter

Although the holiday season is over for most people, the 
festive spirit was revived mid-February as people gathered to 
celebrate the Lunar New Year.

On Feb. 11, teachers, parents and students of Clayton High 
School and Wydown Middle School, totaling over 60 guests, 
attended the first annual Lunar New Year Celebration in the 
CHS commons. The celebration included traditional perfor-
mances followed by a potluck dinner consisting of a surplus 
of Chinese food.

“This was an opportunity to celebrate cultural and language 
diversity at Clayton High School,” English Language Learner 
teacher Karen Hales-Mecham said.

The evening highlights included remarkable performances 
by young people from CHS and the metropolitan St. Louis 
area — the Lion Dance, Chinese opera, a presentation on the 
Lunar New Year, the fan dance, the sword dance, Kung fu per-
formance, saxophone performance of Chinese folk song, and 
traditional Chinese dance. 

 “I thought [the performances] were really cool,” junior 
Mimi Liu said. “The show was really informative and broad-
ened my knowledge about my cultural heritage.”

Pinpin Yu, the Chinese language teacher at CHS, was glad 

Remembering Ragtime
A student finds appreciation for America’s 

musical past at the Scott Joplin House. 

that the event turned out to be a success.
“I hope this celebration would stimulate student inter-

ests in studying about China,” Yu said. “It is important to 
experience different cultures in the world.”

In addition to the performances of the event, the food 
also left guests with lasting impressions, thanks to Hunan 
Wok restaurant and families that brought dishes.

“The food was delicious,” freshman Julia Bui said. “It 
added a lot to the festive atmosphere of the celebration.”

Liu also enjoyed eating Chinese food with her friends.
“I liked the chow mein and the duck,” Liu said.
The event was organized by Hales-Mecham and Yu. Stu-

dents in Yu’s Chinese language class were also involved.
“We started planning for the celebration a month ago,” 

Yu said. “The students explored on the Internet about Lu-
nar New Year, wrote brush writing as red couplets for deco-
ration, and helped design the invitation program.”

For the event, students in the Chinese language class 
decorated the commons with Chinese paintings and red 
lanterns. There were many drawings of tigers because next 
year will be the Year of the Tiger according to the Chinese 
zodiac. The Chinese Cultural Association also helped to 
advertise the event in the school.

“We plan to make this a yearly event at CHS,” Hales-
Mecham said.  

by Philip Zhang
Reporter

CHS celebrates Year of the Tiger  

Meng Wang

1. The Chinese Bird of Peace, or He Ping Ge, was hung from the ceiling at the CHS 
first annual Lunar New Year. 2. Sophomore Dee Luo performs a handkerchief dance. 
3. Chinese lanterns provided a festive ambiance for the celebration. 4. A banner at 
the celebration reads “snow on the New Year brings a good harvest season.”
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Andrea Herman

The Scott Joplin House State Historic Site in St. Louis is a memoriam to the famed ragtime musician Scott Joplin. The house was 
recognized in 1976 as a National Historic Landmark when it was saved before being torn down. It is now open to the public.
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Most teenagers are not shopping for spouses or pursuing 
serious relationships, and lifelong partnership is usually not 
associated with high school romance. But for an exceptional 
few, high school relationships develop into marriage and 
long-term companionship.

For CHS math teacher Stacy Felps, English teacher Ben 
Murphy and Social Studies teacher Dave Aiello, romances 
that started in high school have led to marriage.

Aiello and his wife of 20 years, Janice, started their ro-
mantic relationship on the last day of high school at a party 
while she was fighting with her boyfriend, one of Aiello’s 
good friends at the time. During his high school years, Aiello 
dated several different girls “always one at a time,” (for logis-
tic reasons) but he and Janis had often found themselves in 
the same circle of friends.

“We were at a party and she was having a spat with her 
boyfriend at the time and I was outside and we started talk-
ing,” Aiello said. “We found that there was a connection there 
that we had not realized before. Her boyfriend was actually 
a good friend of mine, his locker was right next to mine and 
we had played sports together growing up.”

While Janis’s boyfriend went away to school, she and 
Aiello attended community college together.

“So he gave her the big speech of, ‘Well I’m going away to 
the big school and I’m going to be dating other girls but since 
you’re just going to be staying at home, living at home you 
should just stay here and wait for me,’” Aiello said. “So we 
dated basically whenever he wasn’t in town.”

They didn’t date exclusively through the first years of col-
lege, but their relationship became more serious as the years 
went on.

“Before my senior year in college is when we realized that 
we really, really wanted to be just with each other,” Aiello 
said. “So then we dated for another four or five years and 
then we got married.”

Murphy and wife Julie have been together for 14 years, 
since sophomore year, and have never broken up since their 
relationship began. The couple attended different high schools 
and colleges, and Murphy attributes their long-term compat-
ibility to their ability to appreciate each other’s strengths.

“For instance, I love how quick and energized she is, and 
she values my fortitude and thoughtfulness,” Murphy said. 
“We wouldn’t have survived if we weren’t able to recognize 
our differences as means of balance and growth. Conduct-
ing a long distance relationship during college obviously also 
required us to be patient and trust each other quite a bit as 
well.”

Felps and her husband Jeff also never attended school to-
gether and started dating in 1980 during her junior and his 
senior year in high school. They met while working together 
at Zantigo--a Mexican restaurant that was “slightly better 
than Taco Bell.”

“At the time, Zantigo had TV commercials starring Ri-
cardo Montalban where he stated ‘You’re gonna fall in love, at 
Zantigo,’” Felps said. “That still makes me laugh!”

They have never completely broken up although they 
went through periods of seeing other people.

“Those times were usually really short and just confirmed 
that we were supposed to be with each other,” Felps said.

Felps credits their balance of shared interests and indi-
viduality to their successful relationship.

“We have things that we do together, and things that we 
do apart,” Felps said. “We have friends that we share, and 
friends that are our own. We have become our own people 
in ways that overlap but also separate. We don’t rely on each 
other for everything.”

But the experiences of these three high school sweet-
hearts are rare, and the likelihood of marrying the significant 
other of your teenage years is slim.

“I think high school relationships are unlikely to last be-
cause people grow and change so much throughout college 
and early adulthood,” CHS substitute coordinator Meg Flach 
said. “Even if a high school couple goes to the same college, 
there’s so much to experience that I think it’s inevitable that 
at least one of the pair will resent the other for holding them 
back, whether that’s actually the case or not. College is often 
a place where people reinvent themselves and it’s difficult to 
do so with a partner who keeps you tied to the past.”

Saint Louis University Psychiatrist Hilary Klein agrees 
that the changes that come with maturation contribute to 
shifting romantic interests.

“I think that adolescent love, and by adolescent I mean 
teenage and all the way for some people even into your twen-
ties and even into your thirties has a lot to do with thinking 
that you can find a ying for your yang,” Klein said. “Almost 
always this doesn’t work out because as you mature and de-
velop more you realize that you have to have inside of you 
the things that you need. The person you share your life with 
should not be based on need but rather desire.”

Adults and peers alike often blame lack of maturity for 
failed teen relationships. This theory has scientific support as 
the study of brain development provides a concrete explana-
tion for teenage behavior within romantic relationships.

“One of the things that relatively recent scholarship and 
psychology’s figured out is this idea of the prefrontal cortex 
being the last part of your brain to really develop,” Aiello 
said.

This part of the brain, located directly behind the fore-
head is part of the frontal cortex, which is responsible for 
higher order thinking. When the prefrontal cortex is under-
developed, a teen’s rational thinking and problems solving 
strategies are also underdeveloped.

“The idea that some experts have been suggesting is that 
a lot 15-16-17-year-olds don’t really have that part of their 
brain developed, so the relationships formed in adolescence 
don’t really make a whole lot sense,” Aiello said. “They don’t 
involve a whole lot of judgment and so they must be com-
ing from other parts of the brain that are little bit more 
primitive.”

Thus, relationships are more about the emotional and less 
about intelligent decision-making.

“So we have relationships because the person is really cute 
and inspires some emotions in us, not necessarily because we 
are thinking logically, ‘This is a person that would make a 
good partner,’” Aiello said. “It feels good, it’s enjoyable right 
now and so that’s the sort emotional reason for a lot adoles-
cent relationships.”

The lack of lasting teenage relationships is undoubtedly 
connected to faulty emotional attachment.

“I think teenage love is lust,” senior Hannah Klein said. 
“People don’t know enough about themselves at this age to 
find the person they will be compatible with for the next 20, 
30, 40 years down the road.”

Aiello agrees that teenage romance is unlikely to be based 
on actual love.

“I will oftentimes make that joke in class, you know I’ll 
say something like, ‘young lust’ or whatever,” Aiello said. “I 
don’t want to minimize the possibility that there actually 
could be what experts would say is true love in high school. I 
say it’s the exception to the rule simply because of the biology 
of the brain, chemistry and hormones and all of that kind of 
crazy stuff that happens.”

Growing apart is easier to do in modern times, as teens 
are more inclined to attend school in a different state or 
country.

“Fifty years ago a large number of kids who started dat-
ing somebody in high school, spent most of their adult life 
in that same community,” Aiello said. “They didn’t go away 
to school or get jobs in other {places]. The pool of possible 
partners was relatively small and based often times on where 
you lived.”

However, the improbability of forming a lasting relation-
ship does not defeat the purpose of dating in high school.

“Some people think there’s no point in dating unless 
you’re looking for marriage but I don’t agree,” Hannah Klein 
said. “It’s important to get experience at this age so you know 
what you’re looking for when you do decide to settle down.”

Felps agrees that dating in high school can be ben-
eficial for discovering individual needs or desires in future 
relationships.

“Dating in high school lets you begin to see what you like, 
or don’t like in a potential partner,” Felps said. “Each time 
you are with somebody new it should help you learn more 
about yourself, what you want from life, and how a partner 
fits in with and supports who you are.”

Flach, who had several boyfriends throughout high 
school, found her experiences beneficial.

“I honestly think dating in high school is really impor-
tant,” Flach said. “There are so many social nuances that need 
to be learned and practiced in the relative safety of a high 
school setting. Once you get to the freedom of college, not 
having any dating experience can lead you in all sorts of dan-
gerous directions. Practice makes perfect and high school 
is a great place to figure out how to flirt, get together, stay 
together, fight, make up, break up and all the things in be-
tween. Just don’t take it all too seriously.”

There are also dangers in emotional entanglement in the 
early years.

“I think that it is possible to become cynical very quickly,” 
Hilary Klein said. “I think that it’s possible to think that you 
as an individual are there to please the other person, to make 
them happy rather than to share the happiness between you. 
The biggest danger is in stinting the individual’s development 
as a person, a fully rounded person and therefore not allow-
ing her or him to understand what it is that they would like 
in a partner.”

But the decision to date during high school is contingent 
of many factors including familial rules, religious influence, 
and personal preference.

“I don’t date because I haven’t found the right girl yet,” 
senior Casey Lawlor said.

When Hannah Klein started dating seriously in her ju-
nior year, her mother Hilary Klein found herself more open 
to the relationship than her husband was.

“Much of that was gender based,” Hilary Klein said. “My 
kids’ father had difficulty with our daughter dating but had 
no difficulty with our son in the same situation. Much of that 
stemmed around his ideas that dating equaled sexuality and 
his discomfort with that. I don’t necessarily think those are 
related although they can be. The more comfortable you feel 
with it the more easily you can transform that comfort to 
your children.”

Aeillo has three daughters, the oldest 13 years old. While 
he is a proponent of adolescent dating, he, too, is wary of the 
sexual activity often coupled with a romantic relationship.

“I personally would oppose sexual activity for a long, long 
time,” Aiello said. “I strongly believe in monogamy and I be-
lieve that a married couple should be monogamous so I don’t 
think that sexual experimentation should be a part of dating. 
Lots of research that has been done over the years shows that 
people who have fewer sexual partners and less sexual activ-
ity until they end up with the person that they are going to 
have a long-term relationship with, oftentimes end up much, 
much happier.”

Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) leader John Hol-
land and Jewish Student Union (JSU) leader Daniel Iken 
both view dating from a religious perspective.

“Many different Christians put many different spins on 
the rules for dating,” John Holland.  “But the abstinence rule 
applies almost universally, since it is indeed stated in the Bible 
that ‘the marriage bed is to be undefiled’ (Hebrews 13:4).”

Holland identifies the two basic rules of dating in Chris-
tianity to be date only Christians and abstain until marriage, 
though the latter guideline is more widely accepted through-
out Christianity.

“I’ll only date a Jewish girl, not because I’m discriminat-
ing against non-Jews, but because I want to raise a Jewish 
home and that would be easiest with a Jewish spouse,” Iken 
said. “I meet many other Jews through involvement in youth 
groups, camps, and Jewish organizations.”

In Orthodox Judaism, Jews date for marriage, usually 
much later in life.

“I know some people who have gone on two dates and 
gotten engaged,” senior Kerrin Ast said. “Often Jews don’t 
date unless they’re ready for marriage.”

Matchmaking still exists in traditional Judaism even on a 
professional level, and parents are heavily involved in setting 
up their children.

“Generally according to strict orthodox Judaism your not 
supposed to date before age 18,” Iken said. “There is an old 
expression in Judaism that says ‘At age 18 we should see you 
under the marriage canopy.’”

In Christianity, the rules are less explicit, but the senti-
ments are similar.

“Generally, I try to stay away from any truly close en-
counters, and at the same time I hope to reflect God’s love for 
everyone in my interactions with girls,” Holland said. “I sup-
pose it’s a tricky scale to balance, but I believe every Christian 
man must pursue as pure a relationship as he can find, and 
not encourage anything that is not true to his own emotions, 
and that is what I try to convey in my own practices.” 

Is yoga a religion? Some people 
seem to think so. 

Many feel very strongly that yoga 
is a religious practice for Hinduism 
or a religion within itself. According 
to Syracuse.com, a local publication’s 
website, in October 2008, the parents 
of Massena High School in upstate 
New York petitioned that students not 
be taught yoga at the school because 
they felt it was a Hindu spiritual prac-
tice. The school later brought the class 
back under the name of Raider Relax-
ation with approval from the parental 
community. 

Dr. Rebecca Taylor, a English teach-
er at Clayton High, has been doing yoga 
for nine years. Taylor feels that the par-
ents of Massena high school may have 
overreacted and that a yoga program at 
Clayton might be better received. 

“I think it would be a wonderful 
idea to have a yoga class at Clayton,” 
Taylor said. “I think it would be met 
with less opposition.” 

In a recent debate, Missouri legisla-
tors have tried to tax yoga studios as fit-
ness studios according to the St. Louis 
Post Dispatch. Missouri’s yoga com-
munity disagrees with the tax by argu-
ing that yoga is a spiritual practice and 
therefore exempt from the same taxes 
applied to gyms and fitness studios. 

Gabe De la Paz, a CHS physics 
teacher, has been practicing yoga for 

two months and feels that the yoga stu-
dio should still have to pay the tax. 

“Some people are more into it re-
ligiously than others, but I’m not sure 
I agree with the tax exemption,” De la 
Paz said.

Rebeccah Bennett, who teaches free 
yoga classes at the West End Commu-
nity Center, believes that the yoga stu-
dios are correct, if they are specific. 

“They would be correct if the pri-
mary form of yoga they taught was one 
that emphasized spirituality,” Bennett 
said. “There are five different kinds of 
yoga and only one is physical. There 
are people that devote their lives to the 
spiritual practice of yoga, it has its own 
holy book or verses called the Yoga 
Sutras.” 

The five types of yoga are Raja Yoga 
which has emphasis on meditation; 
Jnana Yoga which puts emphasis on 
self-enquiry; Bhakti Yoga which em-
phasizes worship; Karma Yoga which 
emphasizes community service; and 
lastly Hatha Yoga which emphasizes 
physical health. Hatha Yoga is what 
most Westerners associate with the 
word.

The majority of people who practice 
Yoga within the United States practice 
for health benefits. 

“I think that the benefits of yoga are 
multiple and they include a sense of 
well being and relaxation,” Kristie Skor, 
a Clayton resident who practices yoga 
regularly at D’s Home Yoga, said.

Yoga has many benefits. It can in-

crease memory and concentration, 
while reducing stress and even blood 
pressure.

Yoga can relieve the symptoms of 
some chronic diseases like asthma, 
back pain, and arthritis.

Yoga also increases lung capac-
ity, strength, balance, and posture. The 
yoga poses called asanas safely stretch 
the body releasing lactic acid in the 
muscles which reduces fatigue creating 
a sense of bodily harmony. 

“Yoga is very calming,” Taylor said. 
“Big Bend Yoga, where I take classes, is 
very quiet. Even the people in the lobby 
are whispering.”

De la Paz highlighted the physical 
benefits he got from doing yoga. 

“My joints are sore all the time,” De 
la Paz said. “I’m not very good to them. 
Yoga increases my core strength, and 
improves my flexibility, which frees up 
tension in my joints.” 

Regardless of recent controversy, 
most people will continue to do yoga 
because they enjoy it and because of its 
health benefits. Each person something 
different from yoga. 

“The thing I enjoy most about yoga 
is the stretch,” Bennett said. “I love the 
stretch, it is a great metaphor for life. If 
you live long enough on this planet life 
gives you many opportunities to extend 
beyond your perceived limitations of 
yourself. In essence life gives you many 
opportunities to stretch, to push the 
boundaries of yourself, the perception 
of yourself and the world.” 

by Nia Charrington
Reporter

Despite the odds, some teen romances last
by Mary Blackwell

Senior Features Editor

Emma Riley

Emma Riley

Yoga defined by the physical 
regardless of spiritual aspects
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iPod and iPhone: meet iPad, your newest sibling and Ap-
ple’s latest addition to its lineup of mobile devices. This time, 
the company seeks to revolutionize the tablet market as it did 
with the MP3 and the cellular business.

CEO Steve Jobs cradled the device in his arms as he an-
nounced it to the world on Jan. 27. Like most of Apple’s prod-
ucts, few can dispute its beauty. The device is encased in a 
curved and sleek silver shell half an inch thick with a vibrant 
9.7 inch screen. The device appears to be an oversized iPhone 
with identical button and port layout but is faster and more 
advanced in almost every way.

“Almost” being the key word. After Jobs announced the 
iPad, there was heavy opposition on many fronts. While 
many critics commended the starting price of $499, there 
was a lack of enthusiasm at the device’s meager feature list.

The iPad is running a stripped-down version of OSX or 
a souped-up version of the iPhone OS. Either way you look 
at it, the device is stuck in the middle. Apple launched the 
device in order to fill a supposed gap between its laptops and 
mobile devices.

The company created a version of the iWork suite includ-
ing Pages, Numbers and Keynote just for the device while 
most applications that work on the iPhone will also work on 
the iPad. Users can either keep the application at its normal 
size centered on a larger screen, or expand it to fill up the 
entire space at the cost of the screen’s resolution.

In terms of hardware, there isn’t much to flaunt because 
iPad lacks a camera like the iPhone, a pysical keyboard like 
the Macbook. However, one thing the iPad can do is provide 
3G cellular data from AT&T, for a price, of course. This type 
of portable wireless productivity is commendable, but a net-
book with a wireless contract could perform similarly. The 
likely cheaper netbook could also multitask, another major 
letdown in the iPad’s capabilities.

The hype created for this device simply doesn’t stack up 
with what it can do. Before the launch, MacRumors quoted 
Steve Jobs saying that he was “extremely happy with the new 
tablet” and even how it “will be the most important thing 
[he’s] ever done.” Given these descriptions, one would expect 
the iPad to be able to levitate or something of the sort.

Apple’s strategic marketing involves stringing along its 
loyal customers with bits of rumors until the device is be-
lieved to be magical. That plan worked wonders for the iP-
hone, which delivered a phone, iPod and Internet browser all 
in one. What does the iPad deliver aside from good looks and 
the ability to read electronic books like Amazon’s Kindle?

We’ve all been there. During the routine yearly checkup, 
we are mildly horrified to find that we are slated for a slew of 
shots, including our first set of booster shots. But now, along 
with the usual contenders—tetanus and pertussis, to name a 
few—a separate, unfamiliar name tags along. A vaccine for 
HPV? For a 12-year-old?

This scenario certainly isn’t new; the quadrivalent HPV 
vaccine commonly known as Gardasil, or QHPV, has been 
available in the United States since 2006. However, since 
then, a second, bivalent, vaccine—known as Cervarix, or 
BHPV—has recently been cleared for use in the 
U.S., while the most common vaccine, Gar-
dasil, was recently approved by the FDA 
for use in boys as well as girls, 
though it still has to be cleared by 
others before mainstream use.

“The Committee on Im-
munization Practices, ACIP 
for short, is the Center for 
Disease Control agency that makes 
formal recommendations on use of vac-
cines.,” Diane Merritt, Professor of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology and Director of Pediatric 
and Adolescent Gynecology at Washington Uni-
versity, said. “ACIP accepted the FDA rec-
ommendations but did not endorse 
vaccinating boys and men. 
They are “permitting” 
vaccination and leav-
ing that decision to 
the individual patients, 
families, and health care 
providers.”

The Gardasil vaccine 
is the exact same for both 
genders, involving a series 
of three doses. After the ini-
tial dose, the second and third 
shots are issued two and six 
months afterwards, respectively, totaling to 
a six-month-long process. Though it’s been approved 
for males by the FDA thus far, its journey does not stop after 
ACIP approval.

“The kicker is that now we have to wait for insurance 
companies to kick in and approve,” Jill Powell, Associate 
Professor of the Department of Obsetrics, Gynecology and 
Women’s Health at St. Louis School of Medicine, said. “I sus-
pect that in the next two years or so, we won’t be vaccinating 
quite as many boys as we are girls, but still quite a few.”

Though, obviously, only females can get cervical cancer, 
both genders are susceptible to genital warts, which are in-
fectious. In addition, the more people vaccinated, the less 
exchange of the disease as well.

Cervarix, which had been used in other countries well 
before it appeared in the U.S., has not applied to be given 
to males yet. Though both vaccines are grouped under the 
same umbrella function—HPV prevention—they are slightly 
different.

Both vaccines protect against HPV-16 and HPV-18, the 
two strains of HPV responsible for 70 percent of all cervix 
cancers, Powell said. In addition, though Cervarix is sup-
posed to offer longer, better protection, Gardasil shields 
against two additional strains which Cervarix does not: 
HPV-6 and HPV-11, which are responsible for 90 percent of 
genital warts cases.

However, the vaccine only protects against those strains 
if one hasn’t been exposed to them yet, which is the reason 

that the vaccine is offered to as early as age nine. Even though 
the vaccine can be given anytime from age nine to 26, it is 
recommended by ACIP for ages 11 to 12 years of age.

Ideally, all three doses of the vaccine should be adminis-
tered well before coming into contact with any of the strains 
protected against, as the protection is weaker against strains 
the body has already encountered.

“The reason they picked ages 11 to 12 is because [at that 
age] you get re-immunized with booster shots,” Merritt said. 
“They chose to throw it in at that time, to catch the biggest 
population. The primary care provider offices are used to 
given vaccines at age 11 to 12 years to boost the immune re-
sponses to many diseases like tetanus, and meningococcus, 
so adding the HPV vaccine to this usual series of vaccina-
tions makes a lot of sense.”

Around 18 million doses of Gardasil were given in the 
U.S. last year, Powell said, and about 36 million doses world-
wide. Even so, it is estimated that only 25 percent of females 
eligible for the HPV vaccine—that is, girls and women aged 
9 to 26—have actually been immunized in the U.S.

No one knows for certain if the vaccine, being relatively 
new, lasts a long time. Data is being taken from those who 
took the vaccine a decade prior, and there is no 
evidence yet that suggests that a booster will be 

needed after that long. Still, many are 
leery of investing in a vaccine that 

may not last.
“We have data with this 

vaccine from Scandinavia, 
and it is still active after 10 
years,” Merritt said. “There 

is no information that says 
that we need to give a boost-
er shot, yet. “

Powell agrees.
“We might need a booster if the 

vaccine shows any signs of weaken-
ing,” Powell said, “But we don’t know [for 

sure] until we watch for a long time.”
In addition, Merritt describes the 

HPV vaccine as “a very expensive 
vaccine to keep stocked” in doc-
tor’s offices, requiring a specific 

temperature environment.
Powell adds that the vaccine isn’t 

live, so getting the vaccine can’t cause 
you to get HPV as well. However, 

she said, since the vaccine is grown in 
yeast “similar to bread yeast”, those with 
yeast al- lergies shouldn’t take the vaccine, 
since traces of the yeast could remain.

“We really need to educate people about the 
importance of getting [the vaccine],” Powell said. 
“I do think that it is a good vaccine. I’m planning 
on having my own kids vaccinated when they come 
of age.”

Merritt agrees.
“It works better if everybody is vaccinated,” 

Merritt said. “Girls really should think about getting vac-
cinated before any sexual contact could place them at risk, 
certainly in high school, definitely by college-age.”

In addition, Powell said, to the vaccine being important 
now, it also has prospects in future medicine, beyond the 
narrow scope of a few strains of HPV. It is, in effect, “the first 
cancer-preventing vaccine”, in successfully protecting against 
cervical cancers.

“Maybe, in the future, we’ll already have created more 
vaccines like it,” Powell said. “Maybe we can lower cancer 
rates this way. It’s a big shift in how we’re approaching how to 
treat cancer—it’s exciting.” 

“If you really want to hear about it, 
the first thing you’ll probably want to 
know is where I was born, and what my 
lousy childhood was like, and how my 
parents were occupied and all before 
they had me, and all that David Cop-
perfield kind of crap, but I don’t feel 
like going into it if you want to know 
the truth.” 

The truth is, what got me the day 
J.D. Salinger died on Jan. 27 wasn’t the 
loss of the writer himself. He had been 
living as a recluse in his home in Cor-
nish, New Hampshire for more than 
fifty years. He was 91.

 And like 
Holden Caulfield, 
he didn’t seem to 
want much to do 
with any world 
outside of his 
own. 

But for some 
reason I let out an 
almost inaudible 
gasp when I read 
“The New York 
Times” headline: 
J. D. Salinger, Lit-
erary Recluse, Die 
at 91. 

Here was the 
original Holden 
Caulfield. And 
here was his fi-
nal fade from the 
world, left with-
out one to chastise or hide from any-
more, while I’m still suck here, smol-
dering in teenaged bemusement.

But then again, “The Catcher in the 
Rye’s” Holden sits untouched for the 
most part, unlike his creator, in book-
form on my shelf. I consult him. We 
can read each other’s thoughts. I’ve 
never known someone so well.

Until we discovered each other, 
I was stuck in my own stupid brain 
cage, unexpressed misanthropy rattling 
against my skull walls. 

Holden put my thoughts down on 
the page, bringing the order of syntax, 
diction, and a unique narrative to ado-
lescent confusion, so that I could un-
derstand. So that we all could. 

The truth is, you can still see Salin-
ger, or rather, the character he created, 
wandering through yellow-lit school 
halls, narrating it all inside his or her 
head, tearing apart the “phony” facades 
of society and the adult world. Just in 
updated slang. 

“Sometimes I’d get a horrible sinking 
feeling,” junior Andrea Glik confessed, 

“and I didn’t know what it was, but it 
stuck with me every time I went back 
to New York. It was like I was slowly 
choking. Then I read the Catcher in the 
Rye, and I could identify the feeling—
everything and everyone around me 
was completely fake.”

Senior Jake Leech agrees. 
 “Thus, this book lives on,” he said, 

“On, and on and on.”
“I really could relate,” Leech contin-

ued, “in the whole idea of trying to save 
everyone I knew from all of their prob-
lems. I wanted to be the hero like our 
hero of the story, to love and be loved, 
and to save everyone I called close 
to me. That’s all I wanted and all he 
wanted. We come to find we can’t and 

people make mistakes. 
But that is what makes 
the world grand.”

In a net of tangled 
choices in the time of 
adolescence, teenagers 
continue to find un-
derstanding through 
Holden’s narrative. Ev-
eryday those who enjoy 
the novel or share his 
torment pump blood 
to the heart-core of a 
59-year-old creation. 

CHS English teach-
er Ben Murphy teaches 
The Catcher in the Rye, 
and similar to stu-
dents Glik and Leech, 
related to Holden’s 
complaints. 

“I felt that people 
weren’t genuine, and I searched for 
a connection,” Murphy said. “Being 
his age, I was able to relate to views of 
phoniness of the adult world, while not 
feeling a part of it. Now, it still reso-
nates, but I would be a target of some 
criticisms. We can all relate to feelings 
of alienation, that other people don’t 
understand us.”

The irony of the novel’s success, 
though, is that while Salinger’s angst-
filled alter ego, Holden Caulfield, 
sparked connections with generations 
of outcasts, Salinger himself withdrew 
from the limelight. Holden was the 
overwhelming force of adolescent un-
derstanding that Salinger fled from. 

With all of the novel’s success, 
perhaps, as Murphy explained, he be-
came someone Holden would have 
chastised.

So maybe Salinger was one giant 
contradiction, and he knew it. Or may-
be, he didn’t want the responsibility that 
came with so much understanding.

 If all six billion people in the world 
are connected by tiny, invisible threads, 

attached to our limbs like marionette 
dolls, maybe all of Salinger’s threads 
twisted up into a web he couldn’t get 
out of.

The novel has also sparked troubling 
responses throughout history, though. 
Mark David Chapman, the delusional 
man who shot and killed John Lennon, 
was carrying a copy of “The Catcher in 
the Rye” at the time, and read it until the 
police arrived at the scene. Reportedly, 
he reenacted scenes from the novel. 

Additionally, the man who attempt-
ed to assassinate President Reagan was 
found with a copy of the novel in his 
hotel room. 

When I want a connection I don’t 
have here, or feel, very typically, that no 
one understands me, I read my copy of 
“The Catcher in the Rye,” all yellowing 
pages, worn spine, without a front or 
back cover.

“Any kid who feels like he doesn’t 
belong can understand and relate to 
Holden Caulfield,” Glik said, “‘The 
Catcher in the Rye” was something 
I wanted to say but couldn’t find the 
words for. I was going through a really 
big transition in my life. I identified 
with Holden, being confused and frus-
trated with everything, trying to find 
what’s real in something completely 
fake. There was someone who com-
pletely understood how I felt.”

However, high school stereotypes 
are all part of a connecting force—the 
tiny threads—in Salinger’s intricate 
web.

These connections make me think: 
while walking through the halls, are we 
all thinking variations of the same, si-
lenced thought? 

“It seems so genuine,” Murphy said, 
“that’s the enduring legacy J.D. cre-
ated. The portrait of a young person 
rings true. As much as I’d like to talk 
about Salinger’s life as a recluse, and the 
book’s strange responses, I hope people 
keep reading the book. The rebellious 
teenager was a more rare breed in the 
1950’s. What is already dated is the lan-
guage that he used. Some see the lan-
guage and discount its authenticity. It’s 
a problem we all have: to see ourselves 
for what we really are. And in a reverse 
way, the book helps us do that.” 

‘Catcher in the Rye’ 
resonates universally, 
has lasting impact 

by Jacqueline Leong
Editor

by Hannah Callahan
Editor

by Ken Zheng
Co-Editor in Chief

New HPV vaccines encouraged for youth

Preemptive review: Apple’s iPad 
unimpressive, lacks innovations 

The attendance at sporting events often gets Clayton 
High School criticized for lack of school spirit. CHS students 
themselves have accepted this as a fact, but what if it’s not 
true? CHS school spirit might very well be showing in a dif-
ferent way.

Donna Rogers-Beard has been a history at CHS for 20 
years. Her previous work experience includes University 
City High School.

“In University City,” Rogers-Beard said. “As well as in my 
own high school experience, there was a more outward dis-
play of school spirit. There would be more participation at 
games and more pep rallies.”

“I think there are some schools where it’s tradition,” As-
sistant Principal Marci Pieper said. “It’s tradition for them to 
pack the stands and sell out, it’s always been done.” 

Sophomore Jillian Sandler joined the Cheerleading Team 
this year with the goal of doing something about this. 

“I thought the spirit was way too low,” Sandler said. 
“Crowds would never join in on cheers, I wish they’d col-
laborate a little bit more. I’m really into school spirit and I 
thought I’d change the squad.”

Pieper believes that school spirit is very cyclical at CHS. 
She remembers how 10 years ago there was a group called the 
Mad Hatters who would go out and they’d cheer at games.

“This year we have the Clayton Crazies,” Pieper said. 
“With the right people in charge [Luhning and Nelke] the 
Crazies have brought a lot of student participation. They do 
things a bit differently.”

The perception is that people are no longer attending 
dances and other school sponsored events. However, this 
year there were around 400 kids at the Peppers and Home-
coming dances, maybe even 350 at the Halloween dance. 
That is about half of the student body.

“There’s a lot more going on than people realize,” Pieper 
adds. “School spirit is a lot more than showing up at sporting 
events. Students are proud of their high school.” 

Rogers-Beard sees the pride Clayton students feel in their 
school.

“It shows in how clean our halls are for example,” Rogers-
Beard said. “It says students like where they are, they feel 
good about it. There is not much vandalism, posters aren’t 
destroyed in the hallway.”

“There’s no vandalizing or much trash,” Custodian Lidia 
Gollahon said. “Sometimes people are late to class, they get 
up and they leave, but it’s not bad.”

School spirit ultimately is the pride one feels for their 
school, and though we do not see outward participation 
there is certainly a feeling of pride.

 CHS students receive many freedoms other schools do 
not allow their students.

“Students know how lucky they are to have these free-
doms,” Rogers-Beard said “and they most certainly appreci-
ate it.”

Kelsey McFarland, a junior, doesn’t think people realize 
how lucky they are.

Clayton possesses unique ‘spirit’

There isn’t a clearly defined niche for the iPad either. Ap-
ple seems to think that it can be a great browsing experience 
while also holding its own in the e-book market. There are 
two holes in that plan: the iPad doesn’t support Flash and 
can’t use e-ink.

Flash is a ubiquitous and vital part of the Internet that 
powers video players like YouTube and Hulu and displays 
many parts of the more interactive parts of the Web. E-ink is 
used in most e-readers and offers an experience much easier 
on the eyes.

Even after many people saw how little the device could 
do after the launch, the company still calls the device on its 
website “Our most advanced technology in a magical and 
revolutionary device at an unbelievable price.”

Sorry Apple, I’m not buying it. Revolutionary? I think 
not. I would hardly call this device evolutionary. Granted, 
actually holding the iPad and seeing it in it’s overhyped glory 
could change my opinion completely. 

While I believe that many people will find some excuse to 
incorporate the iPad into their lives, this device could have 
been so much more. 

Amazon.com

Any kid who feels 
like he doesn’t 
belong can under-
stand and relate to 
Holden Caulfield. 
“The Catcher in the 
Rye” was some-
thing I wanted to 
say but couldn’t 
find the words for. 
Andie Glik
Junior

by Bianca Vanucci
Reporter

“Coming from the town I came from,” McFarland said, 
“it really irks me that kids don’t appreciate this school and 
what they have.”

It is well known that there is no-cut policy at CHS, and 
kids are very involved academically as well as in sports. The 
participation in clubs and academic activity at CHS is out-
standing. Almost every single student is involved in one or 
more school sponsored activity.

“Some people don’t have time to cheer everybody else 
on because they are so involved themselves,” Rogers-Beard 
said.

“Our school just has a different feel than other schools, 
always has,” Pieper said. “CHS is very college oriented. If a 
student has to make a choice between an A on a test or at-
tending a sporting event, a Clayton High School student will 
always pick the test.”

Across the United States there are very many high schools 
that are traditionally into sports, and CHS is not one of 
them.

At the end of the day, CHS students should recognize the 
ways in which their high school is unique. 

Though our participation at sporting events may not be 
part of the tradition, it says something about our school that 
academics come first. It may not be a very obvious kind of 
school spirit, but it’s there. 

Sarah Blackwell

Karl Kahler, Andrea Maschietto, San Jose Mercury News/MCT
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It’s past midnight on Thursday. You 
just finished that 12-page English paper 
on Modernism. Now on to the lab re-
port—you’re drained. You Google the 
title. An example of the exact assign-
ment pops up. Do you use it?

For many CHS students, the answer 
is yes. In a recent Globe survey issued 
to six English classes, 39 percent of the 
students admitted to cheating to obtain 
a better grade, 16 percent said they had 
never cheated, and 45 percent did not 
respond. 

But for those who choose to use the 
lab report, there is a more important 
question to answer: how do you use it?

For chemistry teacher Nathan Peck, 
this was a complex issue. Several stu-
dents in AP Chemistry made the same 
unique mistake on the Qualitative 
Analysis Lab, one of the most impor-
tant labs of the year. 

After further investigation, Peck 
found that a former student had posted 
his labs on a website for others to view. 
The errors were identical. 

Peck said that there are gray areas 
when it comes to cheating—that there 
is a difference between copying some-
thing and using it as a resource to un-
derstand a problem. 

“There was a variable grade pen-
alty assessed that was commensurate 
with the degree to which plagiarism 
occurred on the as-
signment,” Peck 
said.

Peck also offered 
his students the op-
tion of confessing 
to having looked at 
the lab report and 
receiving a grade 
penalty, or taking 
their chances of 
not getting caught 
and having worse 
consequences. 

Now, the class 
places more empha-
sis on lab quizzes 
rather than lab reports, a change that 
Peck hopes will ensure that students 
“own the knowledge” necessary to 
succeed. 

“Kids tend to focus too much on the 
product instead of focusing on the pro-
cess,” Peck said. He stands by the way 
he dealt with this issue, and believes 
that the changes he made will get his 
students focused back on the learning 
process.  

But some community members 
have questioned if the punishment was 
strict enough. 

Andy Rochman, who graduated 
from CHS in 1964, said he was “shocked 
by the school’s minimalist, slap-on-the-
wrist response.”

As a community member, he has 
been concerned for several years with 
academic integrity in the school dis-
trict. When an article about cheat-
ing was published in the March 2007 
Globe, Rochman was stunned that CHS 
students were willing to brag about in-
stances of cheating. 

He spoke about this issue at a school 
board meeting, and superintendent 
Don Senti penned a letter in response. 

“While students may feel that there 
are gray areas surrounding this issue, 
their teachers do not share the same 
perspective,” Senti said. 

Evidently, some teachers at CHS do 
share the same perspective. According 
to a Globe survey that asked teachers to 
rank certain actions on a scale of 1 to 5, 
1 being not really unethical and 5 being 
absolutely unethical, numbers varied. 
However, only 17 teachers responded 
out of approximately 90. 

For example, 9 out of 17 teachers 
reported that there was a difference be-
tween collaborating on an assignment 
that is supposed to be done individu-
ally and plainly copying answers from 
another student’s homework.

“Where things often get gray is let’s 
say we’re in a class together, and it’s an 
individual assignment, but I’m strug-
gling,” Principal Louise Losos said. “You 

talk me through 
it. You don’t let me 
copy your work, but 
you help me process 
it. Is that cheating? 
Probably not. But 
you were told to 
work independent-
ly, so it’s that very 
fine line.”

J. Martin Roch-
ester, Professor of 
Political Science at 
the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis 
and an active mem-
ber of the Clayton 

community, sees cheating as fairly 
straightforward. 

“There are gray areas, but 95 per-
cent of plagiarism is clear-cut,” Roches-
ter said. “It’s not rocket science, and AP 
students should be able to figure out 
what cheating is.”

Losos offered a simple definition.
“In the end, when a student turns in 

that work, when they put their name on 
it, the work needs to be theirs,” Losos 
said. 

Currently, the administration does 
not have a school-wide policy for pun-

ishing cheating. Losos, along with many 
teachers, wants to keep it that way. 

“I like the fact that our policy allows 
teachers to determine the consequence 
commensurate with the infraction,” 
Losos said. “Teachers are professionals, 
and they have a responsibility in the 
classroom.”

Rochman, however, feels 
differently. 

 “There needs to be some kind of 
consistency and unless you have some 
kind of top-down guidelines that won’t 
happen,” Rochman said. “It puts too 
much pressure on the teachers and the 
administration when the teachers make 
up their own rules.”

Rochester agrees that teachers 
should be responsible for issuing pun-
ishments, but thinks that cheating 
needs to be tracked more efficiently. 

“I do believe strongly that the class-
room is your castle,” Rochester said. 
“The teachers should be permitted to 
have control over the grade, but there 
has to be a school wide system for 
reporting and monitoring cheating. 
Teachers should be obligated to report 
it to the principal, and the principal 
should be required to keep a record.”

In this way, “serial” cheaters cannot 

by Nina Oberman
Co-Editor in Chief

Plagiarism incident prompts community discussion

evade harsher punishment by cheating 
in several classes. 

“We don’t have a systematic way of 
recording incidents of cheating,” Losos 
said. “Right now we might need to look 
at some of our systems so that a kid 
can’t cheat once in each of the core ar-
eas and have no severe consequences.”

Still, before punishment comes 
prevention. 

“I think that perhaps as an institu-
tion we can be doing a better job of 
talking with the students about our 
expectations—our belief about what is 
cheating and what is not,” Losos said. 
“There is some cheating that is clearly 
black and white, and there is some 
cheating where it’s worth having a 
discussion. But that discussion has to 
come before hand, and not after.”

Teachers should thus do a better job 
of clarifying when an assignment is col-
laborative or individual, Losos said.

“One of the things that is contribut-
ing to plagiarism is this obsession with 
collaborative learning,” Rochester said. 
“Because there’s so much made of col-
laboration, it’s become a bit of slippery 
slope, where students now assume that 
it’s okay to get help on something even 
if that constitutes cheating.” 

However, some students know that 
their actions are unethical but still 
choose to cheat. 

“I’ve copied other students’ work 
several times,” an anonymous senior 
said on the survey. “My parents are 
really strict about grades. There is so 
much pressure placed on academic suc-
cess that a lot of us resort to cheating.”

But perhaps in this case, “success” is 
being measured as a grade, and not as 
the level of understanding—an indica-
tion that students are still focusing on 
the “product instead of the process” as 
Peck asserted. 

“I see Clayton as a moral relativ-
ism community,” history teacher David 
Aiello said. “The desire to succeed and 
get ahead is so strong  that many people 
will cheat and feel like they can justify 
it due to the noble reason behind the 
cheating.  I believe it is endemic to this 
type of high-achieving community, and 
can feel almost necessary just to stay 
competitive with those who will cheat 
at the drop of a hat.”

Students seem to disagree. Only 35 
percent of the surveyed students said 
that cheating was a problem at CHS, 
whereas 100 percent of the teachers 
said it was. 

“To the extent there’s any solution 
to the problem, it has to be education 
at the front end, where it’s explained 
clearly to the students and there’s ad-
equate warning from faculty about the 
consequences,” Rochester said. “Clay-
ton makes a big deal about the open 
campus, treating kids like adults, and 
personal responsibility, but in this is-
sue, they fall back into ‘kids will be 
kids.’”

The district will be reconvening a 
committee on Academic Integrity in 
the hopes of drafting a more precise 
definition of cheating. 

The statement on Academic Integ-
rity currently reads: “Students found to 
have engaged in academic dishonesty 
shall be subject to disciplinary action at 
either the classroom or building level.”

Is this statement too vague, or 
vague enough to allow appropriate 
interpretation?

“One of the attributes of Clayton 
High School is the individual respon-
sibility given to students and teachers, 
combined with a level of mutual re-
sponsibility to each other, the building 
and our profession,” Losos said. “We 
don’t enforce our discipline code with 
a draconian approach.” 

Nina Oberman

As a part of the investigation into cheating at CHS, the Globe issued surveys to six English 
classes and to all teachers. We gathered responses from 80 students and 17 teachers respond-
ed to the survey. Both groups were asked several questions about cheating at CHS and were 
also asked to rank certain “cheating” actions on a scale of 1 to 5, 1 being not really unethical 
and 5 being absolutely unethical. The results are presented in the graphics above and below. 

Students

Have you ever cheated to obtain a better grade?

Teachers

Is cheating a problem at CHS today? Is cheating a problem at CHS today?Have you ever caught a student cheating?

100 %
Yes

100 %
Yes

39 %
Yes

16 %
No

45 %
No Response

35 % 
Yes

27.5 % 
No Response

37.5 % 
No

5 4 3 2 1Absolutely 
Unethical

Not Really 
Unethical

Student responses 
above the bar

Teacher responses 
below the bar

1. Looking at the work of a student who previously 
completed a class to help with current assignments. 

10. Talking to students in earlier periods about 
content of a test you will take later in the day. 

10. Talking 
to students 
in earlier pe-
riods about 
content of a 
test you will 
take later in 
the day. 

9. Storing 
formulas 
in your 
calculator. 

9. Storing 
formulas 
in your 
calculator. 

8. Studying for a test 
using a copy of a student’s 
test from a prior year in 
the same class that was 
not handed out as a study 
guide to all students. 

8. Studying for a test using a copy of a student’s 
test from a prior year in the same class that was not 
handed out as a study guide to all students. 

7. Copying and pasting 
from a website into a paper. 

6. Re-wording someone else’s 
idea to use as your own. 5. Using online resources as 

jumping-off points for labs, 
essays or research papers.  

5. Using online resources as 
jumping-off points for labs, 
essays or research papers.  

4. Copying answers 
from another stu-
dent’s work for tests. 

3. Copying answers from another stu-
dent’s work for homework assignments. 

2. Collaborating on a 
assignment with another 
student in the class when 
it is supposed to be an 
individual assignment. 

2. Collaborating on a 
assignment with another 
student in the class when 
it is supposed to be an 
individual assignment. 

3. Copying 
answers from 
another student’s 
work for home-
work assignments. 

4. Copying 
answers from 
another student’s 
work for tests. 

6. Rewording 
someone else’s 
idea to use as 
your own. 

1. Looking at 
the work of a 
student who 
previously 
completed a 
class to help 
with current 
assignments. 

7. Copying 
and pasting 
from a 
website into 
a paper. 

Survey: when it comes to cheating, are there ‘gray areas’? 

Data collected by Nina Oberman and Ken Zheng
Graphic by Ken Zheng

Pie Graphs by Nina Oberman

“ There was a vari-
able grade penalty 
assessed that was 
commensurate with 
the degree to which 
plagiarism occurred 
on the assignment.
Nathan Peck
AP Chemistry teacher
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Runny noses and numb hands couldn’t stop the intense 
games of broomball, an old tradition at CHS.

The annual tournament took place on Feb. 10. Broomball 
is much like hockey, but the ball is not a puck but a soccer 
ball, and the sticks are now brooms. There are also no skates 
but closed toed shoes, and always a helmet for safety.

Safety is key to this game for it is so easy to slip on the ice. 
Slipping and sliding along is part of the fun of the game.

“Until the second game I couldn’t move very well on the 
ice,” freshman Jonathon Waldman said. “I came out very soar 
the next day from falling, but next year there is no doubt I 
will be playing again.”

Although there was much sliding on the ice no one got 
injured while playing the game.

Broomball is classically held on the weekends but this 
year it was moved to a Wednesday. According to CHS math 
teacher and STUGO sponsor Kurt Kleinber, it was thought 
that the games were on a weekend date, but later on realized 
it was on a school night. There was much controversy and 
there was even a discussion of moving the games.

“We talked about moving to a different rink but it would 
have changed the spirit to not be on home turf,” Kleinberg 
said. “Despite it being a weekend date the turnout was fan-
tastic, and the spirit was high.”

The games were scheduled to be held from 8 p.m. to 11 
p.m., but the games wrapped up early. Although the games 
were held later than normal, many people still played and 
cheered on their friends.

“At first I was really hesitant to have it on a Wednesday, 
but everyone had such a good attitude it really didn’t mat-

by Caroline Greenberg
Reporter

ter,” STUGO president Eve Root said. “I feel like most people 
stayed longer to cheer on other teams.”

Many people saw no difference in the change in the nights 
other than the fact they had school the next day.

“I had play practice so I was not there for the whole time, 
but it did not seem any different having it on a Wednesday 
rather than a weekend day,” senior Shelby Sternberg said. “I 
still finished all my homework and was ready for school the 
next day.”

Many teachers were worried that students would be out 
late into the night. However, to ensure everyone would finish 
in one night, each game was ten minuets long, which were 
five minuets shorter than last year. These five minuets made a 
large change for almost every game went to penalty goals.

“Historically most games went to overtime so were look-
ing into possible changes in the game to see more scoring.” 
Kleinberg said.

These changes are not definite nor ready to be announced 
what they will be but they will ensure more scoring for the 
games. When in overtime, the goals were set that three people 
would get the ball into the goal and the first to do so would 
win. At least one of the people had to be girls.

AP Euro won, the second consecutive year a social stud-
ies team reigned victorious, with a goal from Will Hayes.

“It was pretty awesome winning two years in a row,” se-
nior Joe Evers said, who played on AP US History last year. 
“We all knew how to work so well together by being in class 
together for two years.”

This team mostly full of seniors will be missed next year 
when the time for Broomball comes back around.

Broomball has been at Clayton for a very long time and 
is an annual event in which any one can play. To get involved 
for next year just grad a broom and make a team. 

Eve Root
ABOVE: AP Euro poses after winning the annual Broomball Tournament on Feb. 10. The team was composed mostly of seniors, many of whom 
played on the victorious team of last year, AP US History. BELOW LEFT: Senior Sonja Petermann chases down the ball with senior Eliana Harris in 
pursuit. BELOW RIGHT: Junior Scott Jeffrey  studies the bracket after his team was defeated in its first game.  �
�

Broomball history repeats itself

When looking for a quiet place to study, many CHS 
students resort to one of the surrounding libraries in the 
St. Louis area. The CHS library closes early after school so 
some students choose to study at one of the area library 
branches.

Popular libraries for students at CHS include the Mid 
County Library in downtown Clayton, the Richmond 
Heights Memorial Library, the University City Library 
and the Headquarters library in Frontenac. Each library 
offers unique programs for teens and convenient places 
to study.

Although the Headquarters branch is a farther drive 
for students in the Clayton community, the branch has 
more events and resources for research projects. The 
Headquarters branch is one of the few libraries in the St. 
Louis area open on Sunday.

“Headquarters is the largest branch of the St. Louis 
County Library system, housing the most books, maga-
zines, newspapers and DVDs of any other branch,” said 
Sarah Windau, Headquarters Youth Services Assistant 
Manager. “Unlike the branch libraries, Headquarters is 
divided into departments and has multiple floors. On 
the main level, there is a separate Reference Department 
with staff solely dedicated to answering information and 
computer-related questions, plus teaching instructional 
classes. Free Internet computers are located in the Refer-
ence section. Library support staff and library administra-
tion offices are also located at Headquarters.”

Over the past few years, Headquarters has tried to in-
crease the number of young adult authors to speak at the 
branch.

“We try to have an author of a teen book speak and 
sign books at least every few months,” Windau said. “In 
the past we’ve had John Green, Melissa de la Cruz, and 
Ally Carter. Lisa McMann and Heather Brewer will be at 
Headquarters on February 22.”

The Headquarters branch also hosts a wide range of 
activities for teenagers each month.

“On the second Friday of each month, there’s an after-
hours Teen Night,” Windau said. “So far we’ve had Twi-
light Trivia, Video Game open play and Karaoke Night. 
This month, we’re doing a Chocolate Fever night, with 
Chocolate-related games, trivia and a chocolate fountain. 
Over the summer, we’re planning to have a teen program 
every week. We’ve been trying to start a Teen Advisory 
Group to get input on planning programs. Because teens 
are so busy, we’ve been considering doing an online Teen 
Advisory Group via Facebook, so we can get some opin-
ions and ideas too.”

Due to its large space and attractive layout, some stu-
dents choose to work at the Headquarters branch.

It’s a large building and we have lots of study tables, in-
cluding a large quiet area,” Windau said. “In the last couple 

by Simone Bernstein
Senior Managing Editor

of years, during finals in December and May, we’ve notice 
such an influx of students, we’ve been opening up our 
large meeting rooms for group study and providing free 
snacks on certain nights. Plus, Starbucks is nearby, and we 
do allow you to bring in small snacks and drinks.”

The Mid County library in downtown Clayton is ex-
tremely convenient for students looking for a quiet place 
to study on week nights and Saturdays. However, the 
Clayton branch is not open on Sundays. Over the past few 
years they have tried to increase the number of activities 
for teens. For the next few weeks the Mid County branch 
will hold a photography contest for teens.

The St. Louis Public Library is the oldest in the area. 
This system is noted for its rare architectural books, Af-
rican American literature, historical Fairy Tales, family 
histories, Civil War resources, historical information on 
St. Louis, patents and trademarks.

“St. Louis Public Library’s history dates back to 1865, 
when the St. Louis Public Schools, established a library,” 
said St. Louis Public Library Young Adult Librarian Car-
rie Dietz. “It’s the oldest library system in the Metropoli-
tan area. Unlike many public libraries of the time there 
were no age restrictions and children were encouraged to 
visit.”

The St. Louis Public Library was recently ranked num-
ber two in the nation. They have 16 locations across the 
city and see more than 2.3 million visitors each year and 
have over 71,000 cardholders. The library system has 
more than 4.7 million books and items. 

The St. Louis Library also offers a variety of programs 
for teens.

“We offer regular video games like Xbox 360 and Wii,” 
Dietz said. “We have craft programming, a summer read-
ing club, book discussions and host young adult authors. 
Jennifer Brown, the author of the “Hate List” will be at 
Carpenter Library on March 11. We also have the Read it 
Forward Program where teens get a free book and an op-
portunity to meet an author in the fall and spring.”

Volunteer opportunities are available for teens at most 
library branches in the St. Louis area. This summer, the 
libraries are in high demand for volunteers to help with 
activities and events.

“Anyone from the age of 13 to 17 can visit their local 
St. Louis Public Library Branch and pick up an applica-
tion,” said Pepi Parshall, Volunteer Services Coordinator 
for the St. Louis Public Library. “The application asks for 
references from two individuals who will answer ques-
tions about the teen. The largest number of volunteers are 
needed throughout the summer to assist with programs 
and the Summer Reading Club. Depending on the Branch 
they visit, opportunities may be available throughout the 
year.”

Each library in the St. Louis area provides specific 
events and benefits for teens looking to find a new release 
DVD, use a public computer or meet friends to study in a 
quiet environment.  

Many people look to college as their 
next step after graduating from high 
school, but there are also many who 
consider the military as an option.

According to Sgt. Andrew Haagan, 
a military recruiter for high school stu-
dents in the St. Louis Area, 70 percent 
of military recruits come straight out of 
high school.

Sophomore Albert Howard, who 
hopes to join the military after high 
school, said that the things that inter-
est him in the military are, “discipline, 
money for college, and a place for me to 
go if things don’t work out.” He believes 
the military provides many opportuni-
ties to its enlistees.

Sophomore Freddy Barnes also as-
pires to join the military.

Barnes wants to go to Annapolis af-
ter high school and then complete his 
five years of service.

Barnes feels that by joining the mili-
tary, he can gain the personality that he 
values so much in military men and 
women.

Hagaan said that the military is an 
opportunity to make strong bonds with 
others.

“Most people who join the military 
find friendships that last the rest of their 
lives,” Haagan said. “It is one of the best 
places to learn camaraderie and friend-
ship. When you are out in the middle 
of nowhere, you only have yourself and 
your buddies.”

by Jonathan Shumway
Reporter

However, as of right now, the mili-
tary has a surplus of men and women.

According to an article in The Wash-
ington Post, the Pentagon cites the rise 
in unemployment and bonuses for the 
reason that hundreds of thousands of 
citizens have enlisted.

“As of about a year and a half ago, 
[the military] lowered its standards, so 
eventually it has had to raise the stan-
dards in the last six months because it 
doesn’t need so many enlistees,” Haa-
gan said.

“I have family members who are in 
the military,” Howard said. “I saw it as 
an option rather than college, since it 
could provide me a job and money.”

Howard said that one of his mili-
tary heroes is a relative serving in the 
Middle East who saved a platoon from 
a roadside bomb.

“It shows that I am willing to put 
my life on the line for America,” How-
ard said. “It also shows that I want to do 
something with my life.”

Although Barnes always found the 
military interesting, it was not until a 
couple of years ago that he decided he 
wanted to join the military.

Barnes says that for several years 
he spent a lot of time at the St. Louis 
Country Fair and Country Show 
since his dad flies recreationally. Over 
those years, the military appeal to him 
developed.

“I spent a lot of time with the mili-
tary pilots,” Barnes said. “I saw their 
driven personality and this made me 
want to do it also.”

Howard is now getting ready for the 
military.

“I am mentally trying to keep my 
grades so I can show that I am will-
ing to work,” Howard said. “I do a lot 
of push-ups and sit-ups before I go to 
bed. I am lifting weights to get physi-
cally strong.”

Barnes is also starting to work to-
wards his future in the military.

“I am working physically by work-
ing out a lot and getting my body in 
shape,” Barnes said. “I am following 
the courses that anyone would need to 
get into college. I am trying to get good 
grades and good test scores. I am aim-
ing high. I am also looking to political 
sponsorships and getting letter recom-
mendations from federal Congress 
members.”

Barnes says that he is not trying to 
prove anything by joining the military.

“It is about serving the country, and 
for the people who serve beside me,” 
Barnes said. “I would do the job for free 
because it is not about the money.”

The military provides discipline for 
many, and the ability to pursue educa-
tion after high school. It also gives peo-
ple a broad perspective of the world, 
introducing to them places that they 
could not have traveled to before.

“Where can you go to serve your 
country, get college benefits, experi-
ence, and get everything all paid for at 
the same time?” Haagan said.

Although not all hear the call of the 
military, those who do are passionate 
about their decision.  

Students looking forward to joining 
military as alternative to college

Meredith McMahon

While still an unconventional plan, recent graduates have 
entered the service academies and others look to follow.

Jen Maylack Jen Maylack

Jen Maylack

Local libraries offer a study haven 
The Mid Country Branch of the St. Louis County Library system allows students to check out books and provides a quiet place to study. It 
is located at the intersection of Maryland Ave. and N. Central Ave. 
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You’re baking a cake with a friend.
“I don’t think we can fit three different kinds of 

chocolate in it,” he says to you. “Too hard. We’ll just 
add more sprinkles on top to make up for it, and no 
one will know the difference.”

Wait. Substitute sprinkles for actual flavor? That 
seems kind of backwards.

“Nonsense,” says your friend. “It’s easier if we skip 
all that chocolate. Besides, even if it ends up tasting 
like cardboard, everyone loves sprinkles.”

Such is the sad case of “The Lovely Bones”: an 
emotional exploration into how we all cope with trag-
edy, turned cheap thriller, topped—nay, smothered—
with special effects to make up for what is lost. 

Unfortunately, even the sharpest CGI can’t make 
up for the absence of an entire emotional facet of 
what, originally, was meant to be a much more com-
plex story than the movie lets on.

Based on Alice Sebold’s bestselling novel of the 
same name, “The Lovely Bones” is narrated by 14-
year-old Susie Salmon (Saoirse Ronan), who is bru-
tally murdered in the beginning of the story.  

Susie ends up in a sort of fantasyland between 
Heaven and Earth, anxiously watching her loved ones 
from above.

Though she is told that she cannot graduate to the 
real Heaven until she herself lets go of Earth, Susie 
cannot bring herself to do so. 

Back on Earth, her father (Mark Wahlberg) spirals 
into a self-destructive mode, her little brother (Chris-
tian Thomas Ashdale) swears that he can perceive her 
presence, and her mother (Rachel Weisz), unable to 
cope at all, drives to California and lives in solitude.

Here is where the book and movie say their good-
byes; while Sebold beautifully explored every aspect 
of a suffering family, director Peter Jackson evidently 
decided to take the easy way out. 

As Sebold focused mainly on the family slowly 
unraveling from grief, Jackson instead turns the spot-

light on Susie and her grief-stricken father, Jack, and 
leaves the rest of the family fairly alone.

It’s no coincidence—both Susie and Jack stew in 
the most predictably intense anger and misery one 
can imagine for the majority of the film. 

Jack continuously searches for leads and clues, 
briefly turning violent when he discovers the identity 
of Susie’s killer, while in her afterlife, Susie watches 
with emotions of a similar fashion. 

Though these scenes were well-done, and well-
acted, they turn the film into a cliché murder mystery 
laced with feeble attempts at conveying various nu-
ances that Sebold built into the story as well.

What Jackson evidently can’t handle are the more 
delicate emotions. He makes short work of Abigail 
Salmon, Susie’s mother, who ultimately leaves to 
come to terms with her grief away from home. Jack-
son gives a single flash of her pain in one short scene, 
then has her leave rather suddenly. 

 Finally, without warning, she returns home, where 
she is easily accepted into the lives of the people she 
abandoned, as if she was never gone at all. The whole 
affair is rather choppily done—and I didn’t believe it 
for a minute. 

Sebold’s Abigail is painted as forever struggling to 
escape, struggling once she’s escaped, and struggling 
when she’s obligated to back at home, where Jack is in 
the hospital, a much more realistic and believable per-
son. Jackson’s Abigail is a paper doll in comparison.

At the same time, Buckley’s struggle is also omit-
ted. In the movie, he accepts quickly and readily 
that his sister is dead, with no confusion, which is of 
course rather unrealistic.  Jackson banks on the as-
sumption that Buckley can apparently “see” Susie, 
with no follow-up whatsoever.

Even Lindsey, Susie’s junior by one year, seems 
distant and undeveloped as a character. Instead of 
highlighting Lindsey’s efforts to come to terms with 
the murder, Jackson merely uses her as another de-
vice to move the suspense along, emphasizing the fact 
that she suspects, and realizes early on, the identity of 
Susie’s killer. 

The film flattens all three into two-dimensional 
characters to make room for what Jackson must think 
pulls more audiences in: the thriller aspect.

“The Lovely Bones” plays out like any stereotypi-
cal mystery/thriller/drama would: girl is killed, family 
senses paranormal clues but isn’t able to do anything, 
killer escapes, family moves on, killer falls off a cliff 
in a moment of poetic justice. And nothing more. 
Couldn’t that have been any film?

Even more disconcerting than the loss of much of 
the story’s depth is the fact that a large bulk of the film 
is actually nothing more than one animated landscape 
after another. 

When Jackson focuses on Susie, he actually uses 
it as an excuse to experiment with the wildest anima-
tion he can.

Such scenes play out crystal-clear, with meticu-
lous detailing, vibrant enough to jump off the screen. 
The problem? That’s not acting, nor is it integral to 
the story. The girl is dead. We don’t need huge flowers 
blooming under a frozen lake to remind us that her 
little slice of sub-heaven isn’t Earth.

And it’s not just one scene, which I believe might 
be tolerated, but scores of them. At one point, we wit-
ness a sort of fantasy-montage in which Susie shows 
that she can be whatever she wants in her world. 

Watching Susie dance through some kind of ce-
lestial New York City is not bad, but it certainly isn’t 
relevant either, not when Jackson is supposed to be to 
highlighting Susie’s unwillingness to let go.

Movies are never quite like the book that they 
spring from. But it’s a shame that Jackson felt the need 
to turn what could have been a touching study of the 
depths of family and relationships into something 
run-of-the mill. And yet, one senses that he can’t quite 
let go of his favorite parts of the original novel. 

“The Lovely Bones” is the product of a director 
who can’t quite make up his mind about whether he 
wants to stick to Sebold’s emotional exploration, or 
go all-out and completely transform the thing into—
alas—a suspense flick, and his ambivalence certainly 
shows. 

“Leap Year” went to theatres but 
left quickly. Amy Adams, who plays a 
type-A, over organized woman with a 
“cardiologist” boy friend (Adam Scott) 
decides its time to tie the knot with him 
after he leaves for Dublin. She travels 
after him contemplating an old Irish 
tradition that on February 29, she can 
propose to him but it can only happen 
in Dublin and only on that day.

Once her plane breaks down due to 
a storm, she hires a young, very attrac-
tive male (Matthew Goode) to drive 
her all the way to Dublin to propose. 
As expected he is obnoxious, rude, and 
never listens to anyone except himself. 
Even more expected (as the story goes 
on) is that you see the relationship be-
tween the two develop.

Though she “googled” and found the 
validity of the folk tale, Adams makes it 
sound like Dublin is the place on the 
earth in which this magical event can 
take place. 

Although doing this is unexpected 
for her workaholic boyfriend, who 
seems to care more about his reputa-
tion than his girlfriend.

Every Irish stereotype is used 
through out the whole movie from the 
red hair, the little Irish Pub and the old 
time superstitions. Even the violent at-
tribute is used in a bar scene in which 
the “hero” comes to the rescue to get 
her luggage.

Every possible storm and tragedy 
strikes from a hailstorm to rain storm 
trying to extend this very predictable 
plot. Even when they finally catch a 

Fantasy ruins reality, creates predictable mystery in ‘The Lovely Bones’
by Jackie Leong

Editor

Helen Wiley

break they decide to take a walk, which 
makes them end up missing their 
train.

Amy Adams sliding down a mud-
dy hill still comes up stylish and well 
dressed. Throughout the movie she is 

dressed with never ending style. While 
she may have been stuck in a small cor-
ner room in a random motel, she still 
wore a silk robe and fuzzy slippers.

Adams has an ability to make things 
seem fresh and new. Even her charac-

Despite amusing premise, ‘Leap Year’ lacks depth

Taylor Gold

ter’s job is something unexpected, for 
she stages houses on the market. She 
has a double meaning for her “staged” 
personality in which she may seem 
put-together but on the inside she is a 
complex character. 

Everything seems to be happening 
to her for the first time. She has a par-
ticularly innocent sincerity that’s con-
vincing enough to let viewers think she 
actually has no idea how ridiculous she 
looks at different points in the movie.

While the movie was sometimes a 
bore, the never-ending gorgeous scen-
ery of Ireland kept it interesting. For 
instance, while they were traveling 
in train or car the cliff top peaks and 
mountains all covered in grass is shown. 
While traveling across the countryside 
they made a pit stop at one of the best 
wonders in Ireland, Dunamase Castle. 
This made the movie very visually 
pleasing, but it was still lacking in many 
other aspects.

The predictable opposites teach each 
other different lessons. She teaches him 
to smile and be polite every once in a 
while, and he teaches her to loosen 
up and to learn you can’t always plan 
everything.

The movie is comical at one point 
while they pretend to be in love at an 
old fashioned inn when they realize 
they are actually in love. While that 
is something that seems all too well 
known to happen, they make it a laugh-
ably awkward event, which shows the 
point when their relationship begins to 
change.

Overall the characters made the 
movie but it still lacked the depth to 
make it truly memorable. 

With the ninth season of “American 
Idol” come some big changes for the 
popular singing show. 

For one, guest stars, such as Avril 
Lavigne, Joe Jonas, and Victoria Beck-
ham have been helping judge the hope-
ful contestants during the six-week 
audition process. 
Perhaps the big-
gest change of them 
all is that a brand 
new judge has been 
added to the mix of 
permanent judges: 
talk show host El-
len DeGeneres will 
be filling the spot of 
former judge Paula 
Abdul. This has 
come as a shock to 
most viewers, as Ab-
dul has always been 
the voice of friend-
liness as she almost 
always sided with the contestants, not 
to mention she had often been a source 
of annoyance to judge Simon Cowell. 
Although Abdul will be greatly missed, 
many are excited for the addition of 
DeGeneres.

But even with these changes, noth-
ing seems to have actually changed. 
Personally, when I clicked on the show 
for the first time in about a year, I felt 
boredom slowly creeping. Usually from 
year to year, they add little quirky addi-

tions to keep the audience enjoying not 
only the worst of auditions, but also the 
audition process itself.

For example, last year in season 8, 
there was the infamous door. Audition-
ers would come into the room, sing 
their song, and be met by two trick 
double doors that didn’t open on their 
way out. The joke among the judges 
never got old, especially when the flop 

auditions tried to 
storm of these trick 
doors.

This is the kind 
of thing that kept 
viewers at home in 
constant laughter, 
and thoroughly en-
joying themselves. 
But this year, there 
has yet to be any 
quirky tricks, and 
as we near the end 
of auditions and 
enter “Hollywood 
Week”, there haven’t 
been any incredible 

talents yet.
So you can imagine my disappoint-

ment when the very first contestant, a 
woman dressed in a mermaid costume, 
sang her heart out in the wrong key 
and stormed out of the judging room 
through working doors. Perhaps the 
producers have exhausted their ideas to 
keep the audience entertained, or may-
be the show in general has exhausted 
me. Whatever the case, the new season 
has been a bore so far. 

‘Idol’ disappoints
Taylor Gold

“ This year, there 
have yet to be any 
quirky tricks, and as 
we near the end of 
auditions and enter 
“Hollywood Week”, 
there haven’t been 
any incredible tal-
ents yet.

The ninth season of “American Idol” 
fails to deliver quality entertainment.

by Eudora Olsen
Reporter

by Caroline Greenberg
Reporter
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I, for, for one, have never fully under-
stood the strange pull reality TV shows 
have on me. It can’t be the brilliant con-
cepts, or the wonderful people I meet 
every season. And it certainly can’t be 
the amazing things they put normal 
people through every season. Still, for 
lack of a better reason, I inevitably find 
myself pulled back to the couch when 
a new season of my favorite reality TV 
show airs. And this was the situation I 
found myself in when the new season 
of Survivor premiered 
last Thursday.

Survivor has al-
ways held a soft spot 
in my heart. It was 
the first reality show 
that we really started 
watching regularly, as 
a family. Every Thurs-
day, after dinner, we 
would all curl up on 
the couch upstairs 
and watch as ordinary 
people attempted to 
“Outwit, Outlast, and Outplay” their 
fellow competitors. Survivor has just 
always been special.

Since its inception in 2000, the hit 
TV series has obtained record-levels of 
fans, completely changing the outlook 
on reality television. It was only after 
Survivor aired that other reality shows 
began to take shape. So, I guess you 
could say we have Survivor to thank for 
all of those wonderful shows that do so 
much to enrich our lives.

And, okay, I know reality shows are 
not the highest form of entertainment. 
They’re often mindless, repetitive, and 
increasingly idiotic. They do absolutely 
nothing to broaden our horizons or 
teach us new ways of looking at life.

But, the thing is, they have an appeal 
for us. To see ordinary people, placed 
in extraordinary situations, is exciting 

for us, and helps the shows to develop 
the cult-following most of them boast. 
And I have become one of those reality 
TV junkies, at least when it comes to 
Survivor.

When it comes down to the truth of 
it all, I feel like I really know Survivor. 
I have memories of it, at the very least. 
Who could forget when Tom killed that 
shark, or when Jenna won the game 
against all odds, or even Rupert’s infa-
mous man-skirt? My family and I, we 
have developed a kind of code-system 
related solely to Survivor, one which we 
employ frequently while discussing the 

movements on 
screen.

This fascina-
tion only seems 
to grow with each 
new season. I feel 
like I know these 
people, like I’m 
living alongside 
them, not just 
watching them 
on a TV screen. 
I root for my fa-
vorites, wish that 

the bad guys would go home, and hope 
that something stupendous will hap-
pen this episode. 

I even considered trying out for 
Survivor when I got older, for a brief 
hallucinatory period (thankfully, I have 
come to my senses and realized my low 
tolerance for pain).

In some strange way, these strong 
men and women who choose to be on 
Survivor are good people. They are the 
strongest, the smartest, the bravest, 
and, in the end, the best of the best win 
and are rewarded for it. Reality televi-
sion, for all its faults, has turned out a 
true gem in Survivor. And so, I know 
that, without a doubt, I will tune in ev-
ery Thursday for the latest installment 
in the saga that is Survivor, knowing 
that this season, as always, will be even 
better than the last. 

Initially, all I had really wanted was 
Rome, a few cute guys and a nice bucket 
of popcorn to cuddle with. My expecta-
tions were, for a chick flick, standard. 

So where did it all go wrong with 
“When in Rome”?

The movie is pretty simplistic– the 
main character Beth (played by Kris-
ten Bell) travels to Rome for her sister’s 
wedding and meets– surprise, sur-
prise– the man of her life, the best-man 
Nick (Josh Duhamel). She then casts 
him aside because of her generic, “I’m 
too busy for a guy/ relationships are 
overrated” stereotype. While in Rome 
she decides to snatch a few coins from 
the “Fountain of Love”, sparking a slew 
of stereotypical men to fall in love with 
her. She deals with a lot of mayhem in 
New York City with the band of suitors 
and Nick, eventually breaks the spell 
and has that happy, fairy tale ending.

Sounds like a good chick flick, right? 
Wrong. IF there had there been a quar-
ter of the bad, clichéd jokes and had 
the best and most creative punch lines 
not been completely predictable, then 
maybe it would have passed. However, 
scenes in which she gets suspiciously 
fake looking pieces of lettuce stuck in 
her teeth while talking with her ex, the 
“hilarious” scene where she can’t break 
a vase promising her sister’s happiness, 
and other such cliché, exaggerated 
scenes make the viewer want to be sick 

The plot line – although somewhat 
original what with the enchanted coins 
– makes the view want to be sick again 
by its exaggeration on foreshadowing 

(the type that bangs viewers over the 
head three times to make sure they get 
it). Overplay of lines like “Make sure 
you get the centerpiece of the exhibi-
tion here, Beth” and “Once I find a man 
I love more than my job, he’ll be the 
one” make the entire movie completely 
predictable. After repeating the latter 
line at least five times, the viewer wants 
to slap themselves when, after a dra-
matic pause, Bell says with enthusiasm 
and emphasized slowness: “I’ve finally 
found a guy I like more than my job!” 

Of course, it’s not entirely Bell’s 
fault. Although her voice can be some-
what perky and annoying, her acting, 
as well as that of her co-star Duhamel, 
is not too shabby. No, what really is to 
blame is the lack of character develop-
ment. It seems that these screenwriters, 
David Diamond and David Weissman 
haven’t exactly heard of the concept. 

In this movie, the blonde, type A 
New Yorker who loves her job falls in 
love with the ex- football player, love 
struck reporter. The sausage man, the 
artist, the model and the magician are 
the blonde’s suitors– emphasis on the 
“THE”. Although the viewer learned 
a little about each character once the 
spell was broken, otherwise each was 
a walking stereotype with no other 
flairs apart from functioning as the plot 
wanted them to function. 

It is this kind of movie that kills a 
truly good chick flick, or more formally 
known as romantic comedy. I pride 
myself in being a true veteran of chick 
flicks, or even a “hard core chick flick-
er,” who has delighted in old classics 
such as “Breakfast at Tiffany’s”, adored 
films such as “10 Things I Hate About 

A couple of weeks ago, The Acade-
my of Motion Picture Arts and Scienc-
es announced the nominations for the 
82nd annual Academy Awards.  The 
announcements were the same as every 
other year with the exception of one big 
difference: 10 films were announced for 
best picture nominees.  	

This is the first time since 1943 that 
more than five movies have been nomi-
nated for best picture.  The films nomi-
nated this year are “Avatar”, “The Blind 
Side”, “District 9”, “An Education,” “The 
Hurt Locker”, “Inglorious Basterds” 
“Precious”, “A Serious Man” and “Up in 
the Air.”

The addition of five extra films be-
ing added to the 
nomination list has 
stirred up a lot of 
controversy con-
cerning if the Acad-
emy is doing the 
right thing.

Over the past 
five years, the rat-
ings for people 
watching the Acad-
emy Awards have 
been at an all time 
low.  Therefore, the 
Academy is losing 
money on advertis-
ers that they once 
were able to get.

Junior Sophie 
Newman believes 
this decision will 
start to bring ratings back up.

“I think the addition of films that 
wouldn’t normally be nominated will 
get more people interested, and the 
show will attract a bigger audience of 

In honor of the month of love, I have posed the question, 
“what exactly is a Chick Flick?” Some would say it is a sappy, 
unintelligent movie (note the term “film” is not applied) that 
is intended for an audience primarily composed with silly, 
young girls and middle-aged women. However, others would 
defend the chick flick, or more appropriately termed “ro-
mantic comedy”, as an exploration of relationships between 
loved ones with poignancy and humor. I choose to believe 
in the second definition, but recognize that stereotypical 
sneers at “chick flicks” are not necessarily unfounded when 
reminded of some awful movies placed in the genre, such as 
the predictable “Because I Said So” and the recent “When in 
Rome”.

I have compiled a list of, what I believe, so be the top films 
in the genre of romantic comedy. Each of these films contains 
the appropriate mixture of humor, romance, and poignancy 
to be worthy of being deemed a film outside of the familiar 
stereotype of “chick flicks”.

1. “When Harry Met Sally” (1989) – Truly, it’s impossible 
to have a list of “girly” movies without a little Meg Ryan. Rest 
assured, I did not include “Sleepless in Seattle” or “You’ve 
Got Mail” for the sake of the reader’s sanity. The film also 
stars Billy Crystal and centers around the question: Can two 
people of the opposite sex remain just friends? This feel-good 
movie follows the pair after they graduate from the Univer-
sity of Chicago, jumping through their lives as they search 
for love and fail several times. Filled with humor and witty 
dialogue, the movie cointed such famous quotes as “I came 
here tonight because when you realize you want 
to spend the rest of your life with somebody, 
you want the rest of your life to start as soon 
as possible.”

2. “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” (1961) – This 
iconic, beautiful production begins with the 
iconic scene of Holly Golightly (the impeccable 
Audrey Hepburn) dressed in a black dress, con-
suming her morning coffee and pastry, and star-
ing at the windows of New York City’s Tiffany 
& Co. Easily Hepburn’s most identifiable role, 
the film is loosely based on Truman Capote’s 
novella of the same name. When uninspired 
author Paul (George Peppard) meets the eccen-
tric gold-digger, both of their lives are turned 
upside down.

3. “Bridget Jones Diary” (2001) – This hilarious, very 
British romantic comedy oozes with charm and sweetness. 
Bridget Jones (Renee Zellweger) plays a slightly overweight, 
insecure thirty-something who is trapped by her ridiculous 
mother, her drinking and smoking problem, and a horrible 
job. She becomes entangled in a doomed relationship with 
her “player” boss Daniel Cleaver (Hugh Grant) and repeated 
encounterings with the seemingly rude Mark Darcy (The al-
ways brilliant Colin Firth. Mr. Darcy, anyone?) Bridget docu-
ments her embarrassing moments and ultimate triumphs in 
a journal, as the viewer falls in love with her funny ways.

4. “Casablanca” (1942) – This masterpiece is probably one 
of my favorite films of all time. Starring the legendary Hum-
phrey Bogart and the lovely Ingrid Bergman, there’s no sur-
prise why it’s ranked so high on most lists. Rick Blaine, exiled 
American and former freedom fighter, runs the most popu-
lar nightspot in Casablanca during World War II. The cyni-
cal Rick comes into the possession of two valuable letters of 
transit. Much to Rick's surprise, Czech underground leader 
Victor Lazslo arrives with Ilsa, Rick's one time love. Both of 
the former lovers must contemplate whether it is worth it to 

salvage their love in the midst of the Nazis pur-
sue of Victor. Viewers learn where the famous 
sayings “Here’s looking at you, kid!” and “I think 
this is the beginning of a beautiful friendship” 
come from as the legendary script completes the 
magic of the film.

5. “Pride and Prejudice” (1995) – The charm 
and wit of Jane Austen’s wonderful novel is prop-
erly honored in this six-hour, beautifully evoked 
adaptation. The classic tale is revitalized with 
the wonderful Colin Firth as the handsome, but 
seemingly proud Mr. Darcy and the lovely Jen-
nifer Ehle as the sharp-tongued, sensible Eliza-
beth Bennett. Lizzy Bennet is a strong-willed 
young woman whose father is a gentleman but 

plagued to be without a son. When Mr. Darcy and his ami-
able friend Mr. Bingley join their neighborhood, they’re the 
talk of the town but Darcy and Lizzy clash on numerous oc-
casions, challenging the stereotypes each of them cast upon 
the other. As chaos and scandal ensue, Lizzy finds that Mr. 
Darcy may not be so disagreeable after all. This is certainly 
the best adaptation of the classic, spending time to include 
each detail in Austen’s novel and remains true to the text.

Certainly, this is not a complete list and I have numerous 
more titles that could easily be added. I hope that this list as 
guided the reader in a direction that values romantic com-
edies, or chick flicks, as a valid genre. 

You” from the ‘90s and fell in love with 
modern-day films such as “(500) Days 
of Summer”. It is from these films which 
chick flick obsessions spring, films that 
you can watch over and over and have 
that same, fuzzy happy feeling when 
you finish. 

Indeed, chick flicks have morphed– 
although with and exception to “(500) 
Days of Summer” and “The Proposal” 
with Sandra Bullock– into cheaply 
thrown together movies with a sicken-
ingly clichéd and overdone plots, a cou-
ple of cute guys and a few stereotypical 
allies. It’s no wonder that we chick flick-
ers are mocked and criticized now. 

Movies like “When in Rome” have 
catapulted us into that dumb, pushover 
category of viewers. 

What people do not realize is that 

when we enter into all these chick 
flicks, what we get and what we want 
are so different. We do want the classics 
to revive again. We do want to walk out 
of chick flicks with the warm fuzzy feel-
ing, not the feeling that we just wasted 
10 bucks and two hours of our own 
time. We do want movies like “When 
In Rome” to go back to where they 
came from, and we want to start seeing 
good chick flicks that rise above recent 
Hollywood standards. 

If you’re looking for a cheesy, 
dumbed down “chick flick”, sure, go 
with “When in Rome”. But if you’re 
searching for a chick flick that has the 
beautiful artwork of originality, cre-
ativity, humor and good looking actors, 
I would suggest going back a few years 
to find the true gems.  

‘When in Rome’ fails 
to win hearts of fans

Philippe Antonello/Touchstone Pictures/MCT

Kristen Bell in the film "When in Rome", which is a movie some viewers think gives chick flicks 
their bad reputation.

Lack of character development and 
cheesy dialogue ruin  a good idea.

by Meredith McMahon
Reporter

by Caitlin Kropp
Reporter

“ “Survivor” has al-
ways held a soft spot 
in my heart. It was 
the first reality show 
that we really started 
watching regularly, 
as a family.  

Amazon DVD Collections

Set
In

Taylor Stone

Celebrate February by 
watching old films that 
were best chick flicks

movie viewers,” Newman said.  “I per-
sonally don’t like the idea, but I think 
it will definitely help the Academy 

make more money 
and improve their 
ratings.”

It seems that 
the Academy’s goal 
is to incorporate 
more popular films, 
such as “Avatar” and 
“District 9”, into the 
best picture race in 
hopes of reaching a 
wider audience.

Senior Charlie 
Katzman usually 
doesn’t watch the 
Oscars, but is plan-
ning to this year 
because some of his 
favorite movies are 
nominated.

“I never really 
watched the Oscars that much because 
the movies nominated were usually 
ones I had never heard of,” Katzman 
said.  “But ‘District 9’ was one of the 
coolest movies I saw this year, and I 

want to see if it has a chance to win.”
Although the addition of more films 

to the nomination list has excited some 
potential viewers, it seems to have up-
set others, especially those who are avid 
film fans.

Ladue High School senior Jake 
Torchin thinks the addition of five 
more films makes getting a nomination 
less special, and allows too many films 
that aren’t nearly good enough to get a 
nomination.

“I understand the Academy did it to 
try and get more people to watch the 
show,” Torchin said.  “But I really don’t 
like the idea.  This decision allows way 
too many non-quality films to get a 
nomination, and this overshadows the 
really good ones that should be nomi-
nated.  It definitely lessens the value of 
an Oscar nomination and lessens the 
value of a potential win.”

There seems to be good arguments 
for both sides on whether this extension 
was a good idea.  The Academy plans to 
try this out for a couple of years and see 
how it affects the ratings.

  The 82nd annual Academy Awards 
air Sunday, March 7 on ABC. 

“ I think the addi-
tion of films that 
wouldn’t normally 
be nominated will 
get more people 
interested, and the 
show will attract a 
bigger audience of 
movie viewers.
Sophie Newman
Junior

The decision to up the 
number of Oscar candi-

dates for top honors may 
attract more viewers.

‘Survivor’ still a favorite

by Nick Van Almsick
Reporter

82nd Academy 
Awards  picks 
10 nominees 
for best movie 
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Letter to the Editor:

The Dec. 17 Globe spoke of rampant plagiarism in Mr. 
Peck’s AP Chemistry lab assignment.  The lean punishment 
meted out failed to deliver the message: CHS will not tolerate 
cheating or plagiarism.  Unfortunately, it is you -- the honest 
students -- who are the victims.

Consider that those who opted for Mr. Peck’s option of 
‘fessin’ up and saying a few mea culpa’s were rewarded (for 
their honesty!) by having 5 points deducted from their lab 
assignment grade.  It’s demeaning, demoralizing, and illogi-

cal that they turned in someone else’s work and received a 
grade that may have been higher than the grade received by 
those who submitted their own work.

Through your honest efforts, you may achieve a lower 
grade point average than those who cheat.  They may get into 
the National Honor Society and you might not, even though 
honesty is a NHS criteria.  Worse they may, and you may 
not, get accepted by the college you have worked so hard to 
get into.  Other than being able to walk proud, you may be 

punished for your honesty.
So, what can you do?  First, talk to your parents and share 

the Globe article with them.  You are no doubt the chil-
dren of honest, education-concerned parents who imparted 
sound values to you.  They won’t be any more pleased with 
the school’s dealing with cheating than many citizens are and 
possibly won’t sit still on this issue.  Second, you could write 
your own letter to the Globe.   Finally, you could write or 
speak before the Clayton School Board.

Appeal to Students: stricter punishments should be applied for cheating
 It’s not right, but (at least at this time) you should  con-

sider becoming part of the solution of protecting your own 
interests as well as the broader societal interest in academic 
honesty.  If you agree, then let your voice be heard that CHS 
should start dealing with the cheaters in a tough way.

 
Sincerely,

Andy Rochman (CHS ‘64)
 

Butting Heads: Qdoba or Chipotle?
For years, the world has fought over the universally perplexing question: Qdoba or Chipotle? And now, the nev-

er-ending clash of the Tex-Mex spots has finally come to the Globe. A face-off in its prime, Butting Heads greatest 
debate yet on which Mexican grill deserves the title of “Monarch of Tex-Mex.”

The Burrito is a quick but complex meal that is unique in its variety of 
ingredients, but also practical in its convenient and egalitarian organi-
zation so that every one of the six, seven, eight, or nine flavors may 
be experienced in every bite. Messy? Possibly. Delicious? Yes.

As the nation grows more accepting of its cultural amal-
gamation, previously foreign delights like Chinese food, 
sushi, and Mexican food fall under the easier–to–market 
American food. So now, more than ever, your average 
American can reach for a burrito and enjoy Mexican 
flavors without finding themselves partaking in any-
thing too exotic.

Out of this expansion comes the burrito. The for-
eign but familiar lunch-in-one has divided into two 
main camps: Qdoba and Chipotle Mexican Grill.

Chipotle provides a superior burrito. They have a 
simple menu with five options – burrito, fajita burrito, 
burrito bowl, salad, and tacos – that manages to stay 
varied enough to fit a million taste buds, but focused 
enough to not get sloppy around the edges. The flavors 
are as authentic as fast food gets and the restaurants 
are consistently clean, friendly, and even tasteful. 
Reliably good burritos at low costs; it’s a Tex-Mex 
flavor utopia for cheap.

Qdoba and Chipotle have been in competition 
since Qdoba opened in Denver, Colorado in 1995, 
two years after Chipotle opened in the same city. 
McDonalds acquired Chipotle in 2001 and Jack in 
the Box took control of Qdoba in 2003, however 
McDonalds divested in Chipotle in 2006 while Jack 
in the Box kept their ownership of Qdoba.

In a fast food world of cheap and easy food 
buying for maximized profit, Chipotle serves 
it against the current. Most fast food res-
taurants acquire products from their 
own enormous conglomerate run 
farms, where growing and process-
ing are done for financial gain, 
not culinary authenticity. The 
whole fast food industry has 
become a prisoner of sorts 
in a culinary pillory stock as 
a result of highly competitive 
pricing and limited variability 
of marketable products. These 
restaurants have settled with the 
trio of fatty, sweet, and salty foods that taste 
wonderful in theory, but essentially leave 
the human body in worse condition than if 
it was merely starved for the meal.

The rival restaurants produce similar 
cuisine, but their approaches are completely 
different. Chipotle remains committed to 
natural and organic product purchas-
ing. They serve naturally raised pork and 
chicken in all restaurants, and 65 percent 
of restaurants offering naturally raised beef. 
In addition, 30 percent of all black and pinto 
beans are organic and they use no rBGH (bo-
vine growth hormone) in dairy products.

Jack in the Box – one of these aforementioned 
fast food syndicates and also the owner of Qdoba 
– had an E. Coli outbreak in 1993 as a result of 
poor meat inspection. The disaster was the largest 
and deadliest in American history up to that time. 
Chipotle has not made such a slip.

Chipotle has made their fresh and natural approach 
to food noticeable under the mission statement Food 
With Integrity. More impressive than their dedication 
to properly raised food, is their dedication to local farmers 
and fair-trade, with 35 percent of Chipotle restaurants using produce 
from local small and mid-sized farms.

Chipotle dishes up fast food with care. The products are—dare I say it—healthy. The 
pre-conceived image of greasy microwaved fast food burgers and other assorted sub-par products 
served through the windows of hideous buildings needs to be overlooked. Chipotle is not another 
Kentucky Fried Chicken trying to go grilled.

Business and morals aside, Chipotle’s food speaks for itself. Marinating meat up to 24 hours before 
cooking, daily guacamole preparation, and never pre-grated cheese. All of these preparation techniques 
and more make for a fresh and flavorful burrito. Four kinds of salsa and meats and two varieties of beans 
as well as four other toppings make 65,000 possible combinations of ingredients for a restaurant that 
stresses simplicity for the purpose of perfection. Without tons of different soups, wraps, tacos, and other 
meals, Chipotle is not drowned in variety, but able to focus on building the perfect burrito. Simplicity spells 
delicious results.

Known as a ‘fast casual’ restaurant, Chipotle operates with an assembly line style of service where the cus-
tomer picks ingredients and an employee manufactures the burrito. Chipotle is often faster than a McDonalds 
or Burger King, and yet much more careful with preparation as proven by the kitchen’s open visibility to the 
customers. Chipotle also offers alcoholic beverages, unlike most fast food locations.

Taking the market by storm and leading the charge of ‘fast casual’ restaurants into a new decade, Chipo-
tle has come to prominence in a time of renewed interest in healthy eating and the environment. 
They cater to those who care for their health and those who care for this planet. If your wallet 
feels thin and you can’t endure another post-burger-bypass, try Chipotle. 

Qdoba. The very name sends chills of anticipation up the spines 
of devoted burrito-eaters. Since its inception in 1995, Qdoba 

has served as a haven for hungry people seeking deli-
cious “fresh-Mex” nutrition. Restaurants similar 

to Qdoba, such as Chipotle Mexican Grill, are 
ubiquitous on the landscape of inexpensive 
eateries. Qdoba, however, is irrevocably and 
indubitably superior to Chipotle.

First, Qdoba’s menu encompasses a di-
verse amalgam of taste treats, in contrast 
to Chipotle’s painfully meager menu offer-
ings. While Chipotle offers the ingredients 
that serve as the building blocks for a good 
burrito—items such as beans, rice, meat, 
guacamole, and salsa—Qdoba has endowed 
its menu with a spectacular and creative ar-
ray of delicacies such as the Poblano Pesto 
burrito and the Mexican Gumbo.

 Items such as these put a twist on tra-
ditional Mexican dishes and, as a result, 
distinguish Qdoba’s food from that of 
bland burrito-makers such as Chipotle. 

They also offer options such as taco 
salads and nachos, in addition to the 
“Naked” burrito for those counting 
carbs—a tortilla-free burrito which 
cuts 330 calories from the meal. Par-
ticularly noteworthy are their sauces, 
which range from the creamy three-
cheese “queso” to mole-inspired 
creations, and their unique salsas, 
which include “Fiery Habanero” and 
“Mango Salsa”. 

 Those who want a little pep in 
their day certainly won’t find it in the 
unpleasantly puritanical menu at 
Chipotle; Qdoba, though, offers the 
creative flavors and menu diversity 
we have come to value in pseudo-
ethnic restaurants.

In addition to its preferable 
menu, Qdoba restaurants offer 

a homier environment than 
the steel-coated, sleek inte-
riors that Chipotle favors. 
There is no need for burri-
tos to slide across chrome 
countertops as they are 

prepared. On the contrary, 
the earthy atmosphere at 

Qdoba enhances the burrito-eat-
ing experience. Background music at 

Qdoba is played at a reasonable volume, 
in contrast to the blaring sounds Chipo-
tle customers must face.  

Additionally, Qdoba makes no gim-
micky statements about the ethics of 

its food: while Chipotle attaches a moral 
compass to its foil wrappers in its discus-
sion of organic food and local produce, 
Qdoba focuses solely on its food and resul-

tantly perfects its creations. 
It’s true that Qdoba is owned by Jack in the 

Box, a fast food company still stigmatized for the 
1993 E. coli outbreak caused by consumption of 
undercooked meat. While those events were 
undoubtedly tragic, Chipotle’s history is by no 
means pristine. In 2008, a norovirus epidemic 
infected over 400 people, causing symptoms 
ranging from nausea to vomiting and diarrhea. 

Thus, faux pas in the area of food contamination 
are certainly not limited to Qdoba affiliates.

Finally, Qdoba demands some vestige of 
loyalty from St. Louisans, who frequented 
the Qdoba in the Delmar Loop long before 
Chipotle planted a storefront a mere block 
away. It may be pure sentiment, but Qdoba 
has long been the steadfast burrito supplier 
for the Clayton community and has proudly 
filled its niche. We have some obligation to 
remain faithful to the company that has nur-
tured us through so many years of burrito 
emergencies.

Clearly, all burritos are not created equal. 
Those who want a wimpy facsimile of Qdoba: 
head down to Chipotle. For those St. Louisans 

looking to eat a satisfyingly delicious burrito 
that combines the splendor of Tex-Mex cuisine 

with the freshness and convenience of a Subway-
style kitchen, Qdoba is your place. 

Qdoba provides delicious and 
nutritious choices as well as a 
natural, jovial ambiance 

Chipotle brings Tex-Mex to a whole 
new level with hand-made meals 
and wholesome, fresh ingredients
by Schuyler Longmore

Editorby Meredith Redick
Senior Managing Editor
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I’ve often imagined guiding someone from the past 
through today’s world. I would picture the awe in their faces 
as I showed them the machines we use every day: lamps, 
heaters, air conditioning, sinks, cars, television, grocery 
stores, and the magical little box on which I am now typing 
this sentence. The computer.

I can’t conceive what it would be like to use a computer for 
the first time as an adult—to see a screen light up, to be sud-
denly connected to the world, to type in anything you’re in-
terested in and have video, photo and text at your fingertips.

What I didn’t realize was that someone didn’t have to 
come from the past to experience this 
awe. In fact, they could come from just 
across town.

About a month ago, I started vol-
unteering at the International Institute 
of St. Louis as a Teacher’s Assistant in 
the Computer Basics class. The Institute 
assists immigrants and refugees who 
have come to St. Louis from around the 
world in the hopes of beginning a new 
life.

Many of these men and women 
grew up with little or no access to elec-
tricity, let alone a computer. The entire machine is alien to 
them—from the power button to the endless rows of symbols 
on the keys.

In the United States, however, there is now a cultural ex-
pectation that adults be proficient in using a computer. With-
out these skills, a job is hard to land.

And so the class meets every Tuesday and Thursday. We 
began small: learning how to move the mouse, click, drag 
and scroll.

Then, opening and using programs. Paint was an absolute 
joy. Calculator was even more astounding. As I helped one 
man find the numbers on the keyboard, he nearly beat the 
computer in calculating products, sums—even sines, cosines 
and squares.

These adults are educated; the hurdles of learning the 
English language and acquiring technological skills are the 
only things keeping them from success. They want, and need, 
to be taking this class.

We moved on to Word, learning how to type and format 
text. Choosing from amongst the hundreds of fonts was a 

new and fascinating game. But the real ex-
citement came when we hit a magical little 
button—and across the room, the printer 
buzzed with activity. The students were be-
yond thrilled to take that sheet home with 
them.

And finally, the Internet. It’s funny try-
ing to explain something to someone when 
you’re not even sure how it works yourself. 
Each student set up an email to get in touch 
with old family and friends, as well as fu-
ture employers. We used Google Earth to 
find homes in Bhutan, Eritrea, Cuba and 

Iraq. It was, for many, magical.
As American teenagers who grew up in the age of tech-

nology, we often take our high-tech surroundings for grant-
ed. Our fingers move swiftly across the keyboard and guide 
the mouse with ease.

As we go through our days, we often forget how remark-
able technology is. Not everyone has access to the inexpli-
cable enchantment that computers bring. We are accustomed 
to magic. 

Hanging bY A MOMENT

NINA OBERMAN

Equality: an idea that is indoctrinated into the head of 
every Clayton student from almost the first day of Kinder-
garten. Regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, disability, sexual 
orientation or any other defining characteristic, students are 
told that we are all “equal.”

This school district teaches students that they are free to 
show the world who they are and that they can be whatever 
they want to be.

Although this message has good intentions, in essence it 
is a lie. Gay citizens of the United States are not equal; they 
are second-class citizens.

It may seem that the gay rights movement 
is simply a distant debate intertwining intense 
religious, moral and political discussions that in 
the end have no real affect on the already liberal 
community of Clayton. However, the inequal-
ity the gay community suffers from is present in the Clayton 
School District every day.

According to the District’s employee non-discrimination 
policy the district only refuses to discriminate on the follow-
ing bases: race, color, religion, sex, or national origin, all of 
which are categories mandated by federal law.

This leaves a gaping hole in the policy: sexual orientation. 
By policy the school district can fire, not hire and discrimi-
nate against staff members that are gay.

Granted it is unlikely for gay teachers here at Clayton to 
feel discriminated against or are in fear of los-
ing their jobs because of their sexual orientation. 
However this policy sets a frightening principle: 
we all are not equal.

While the school district does not actively 
practice discrimination, the policy of the district 
should reflect its belief of equality.

This policy just sets in stone that even in one of the most 
liberal school districts in Missouri equality is not a reality, 
merely a hope for the future.

In addition to the non-discrimination policy, there is a 
more tangible form of inequality that exists in the district.

Teachers and staff of the Clayton School District are al-
lowed to buy health insurance for spouses from the school 
districts plan. Additionally, when teachers pass away, they 
can allocate the remainder of their retirement funds to a liv-
ing spouse.

However, in the state of Missouri gay marriage and civil 

 Agree	     89%

Disagree  11%

Staff Editorial

Those without technology provide re-
ality check, newfound appreciation

Though all men ‘equal’ in theory, homo-
sexuals still lack the same rights as others

Waking up at 7:30 a.m. on a Saturday, during a four-day 
weekend, is excruciatingly painful. As someone who could 
probably sleep through WWIII if it started and ended be-
tween 5am and 9am, I am not known as a morning person. 

So when I rolled out of bed Feb. 13 at 7:30 a.m., it could 
only mean one of two things: Johnny Depp was bringing me 
breakfast, or CCTV’s New Year’s Gala was broadcasting. Since 
Mr. Depp doesn’t know I exist, the logical conclusion would 
be that I woke up, in spite of excruciating pain, to watch TV. 
But CCTV’s New Year’s Gala is not just the average television 
show. CCTV’s New Year’s Gala, commonly 
referred to as Zhōngguó zhōngyāng diàn-
shìtái chūnjié liánhuān wénhuì, is the annual 
four and a half hour long Chinese New Year 
celebration, of the Lunar New Year, that 75-
100 billion people tune into every year (mak-
ing it the most-watched television broadcast 
in the world). 

In China, the Gala starts around 7 p.m, 
and goes to 1a.m. However, mankind insists 
upon this concept called the “time difference,” 
therefore proclaiming that 7 p.m. in China is 
6 a.m. in America. So I woke up at 6am and 
tried to watch the Gala. I only got far enough 
to turn on a light before the urge to sleep 
overpowered my willpower and I fell unconscious again. 

But being persistent and motivated, I managed to get up 
at 7:30, and stumble into the living room where my parents 
were already watching the broadcast on the computer. Hap-
pily accepting a cup of warm tea, I pulled up a cushion and 
settled to watch magic unfold on the tiny screen.  

Two familiar faces appeared in brilliantly garbed cloth-
ing and introduced the next program in clear mandarin. My 
ears perked up to the “strange” language. It was like culture 
shock; I was so used to English or Chinese with English 
words substituted for the ones I couldn’t remember that to 
hear a complete dialogue in unbroken, fluent, Chinese, took 
me by surprise. 

I was reminded of how far I actually was from my home 
in WuHan and how little Chinese culture I still retained. As 

the program went on with famous singers from different ar-
eas and different times creating beautiful melodies, with the 
familiar faces of the two xiang sheng (stand-up comedy in a 
way) performers, with the new twist on the continuation of 
the “Remodeling” skit, with the quirky magician who stuck 
his hand through glass, and with the dances that could make 
Anna Pavlova jealous, I felt like I was in another world. 

As I grow older and more embedded into American so-
ciety, I encounter Chinese and Chinese culture less and less. 
But sitting in front of the computer screen, at an ungodly 

hour, holding a cup of tea and surrounded by 
family, I felt completely connected to the dis-
tant culture of China. I found that I could still 
understand the jokes, could still appreciate the 
music, could still recognize the dances, and 
could still identify familiar faces (although 
not by name). 

For four and a half hours, I was surrounded 
by reminders of who I am and where I came 
from. It’s an amazing feeling: finding some-
thing you didn’t know had slipped away. By 
the end, I was left with vivid images of dances 
and beautiful snippets of songs. I was also left 
with the déjà vu that I had felt like this before, 
that I had had these reflections once upon a 

time. That déjà vu is one of the things I like the most about 
tradition, the comfort in knowing that this event, these feel-
ings have happened and will happen again. 

Every year, around 10am when the Gala ends and my 
brain whines at the loss of precious sleep, I leave the com-
puter feeling like the five year old who just received a cookie: 
intense happiness while eating and intense yearning for just 
one more chocolate chip delight. Then I turn on the TV and 
receive a pie in the face as English blares from the speak-
ers and another culture shock hits me. But through the sec-
ond culture shock, I know that the feeble connection I have 
with my heritage is twisted a bit tighter, made just a tiny bit 
stronger. 

And yes, that’s definitely worth waking up at 7:30am on 
Saturday, on a four-day weekend. 

As is typical in high school, I spent 
my summer in summer school. How-
ever, I did not spend three to six hours 
a day listening to a teacher lecture at 
me while I sat writing so fast my hand 
hurt in an attempt to capture the words 
verbatim. Instead I did the teaching, or 
at least aided in the teaching.

Two summers ago I entered Lex-
ington Elementary School along with 
six Duke University students, one of 
whom was my brother. I had decided to 
volunteer for the first year of his non-
profit program, Education Exchange 
Corps, sponsored by Duke University 
through their program 
Duke Engage. It took 
place in St. Louis for six-
weeks from June to July.

The first day I went 
to Lexington no stu-
dents were around. We 
entered the teacher’s 
lounge,  greeted by a 
woman who was soon 
to be leaving. She was 
young, close in age to 
the other volunteers who 
hovered in the lounge, 
but she looked dead 
tired. She only seemed 
to represent the fatigue we would feel 
once our six-week program was up.

And we did experience such fatigue 
accompanied by frustration, helpless-
ness, and few glimmers of hope. From 
8 a.m. until 2 p.m. we acted as teacher 
assistants in the classrooms we were as-
signed. I was placed in the third grade 
room (for students entering fourth 
grade in the fall), which turned out to 
be one of the largest classes. It was dif-
ficult, and it never got any easier.

The amount of time taken out in the 
day for discipline was tremendous. Two 
of my students were even suspended 
from the program because they were 
play fighting. And since “play fighting 
leads to real fighting”, according to the 
main rules of the school, those caught 
were to be sent home.

I was reluctant to reveal what I saw 
to the third grade teacher, who furi-
ously glared at the boys, almost eager 
to send them home. Both boys needed 
to be there; they needed the extra time 
to work on academics. Yet, the teacher 
often yelled or spoke angrily that she 
was not there to babysit, and thus she 
sent them home. This was one of the 
low points during the program.

Frustration, helplessness, and fa-
tigue are all results from a long day 
monitoring 9 and 10-year-olds who 
cannot sit still for over five minutes. But 
the overwhelming feelings occurred 
when I began to question the effective-
ness of my presence. I thought, coming 
into the program that I would be useful 
and would be able to change the lives of 
those students attending Lexington.

And then there were the few glim-
mers of hope. The first occurred early 
in the program. In the morning the 

students were assigned a drawing that 
showed the things they liked to do, and 
then write a sentence about it.

A discipline problem occurred; one 
student would not share his markers 
with another. This boy, Quentin, who 
was not being given the red marker to 
color in his picture, got upset and be-
gan to cry. He said he hated summer 
school and did not want to be there. I 
spoke with him to calm him down and 
then told them to share and sat down to 
color with them.

Things turned around quickly and 
the boys began to share and enjoy the 

activity a little bit more 
once I started to par-
ticipate. I made pic-
tures for the boys and 
they made some for me. 
Then, Quentin asked to 
go to the bathroom and 
we exited the classroom 
making our way down 
the long hallway of 
empty rooms and school 
chairs. Quentin smiled 
and skipped excitedly 
exclaiming, “I think I’m 
going to like summer 
school this year.”

Being able to turn his hatred around 
so that he might enjoy his time in 
school was reason enough for me to 
spend six weeks frustrated, helpless, 
and fatigued.

Then there was 
Sam. He was smart 
and eager to learn 
more, particularly in 
math. During breaks 
in a few lessons Sam 
and I spoke and 
eventually I felt like 
I was teaching. He 
surpassed the other 
students in math, 
and I taught him 
long division, giving him worksheets to 
do outside of class if he could.

I decided to gather those few stu-
dents who were not being challenged 
mathematically and to set up a sort 
of enrichment program. We got a few 
worksheets done together, but we were 
only able to come together a few days 
in the six weeks. I was only able to be-
gin what could have been a great op-
portunity to teach and challenge the 
students.

The days were difficult and the re-
wards were few. But I wondered how 
the students’ summer school experi-
ence might have been different had I 
not been there. Despite questioning 
the impact of my presence I decided to 
volunteer again the next summer, 2009. 
The answer to the question was much 
clearer after those additional six weeks.

I spent next summer in Stix Early 
Childhood Center, a much more well 
off inner-city school in comparison to 
Lexington. This time I was assigned to 
one of the first grade classes.

The days were exhausting, possibly 
more so than those at Lexington. I was 
constantly being called from one table 
of students to the next. I could hear my 
name coming from four different voices 
at a time, asking me to help them sound 
out a word or explain the assignment. I 
was thankful for the times the teacher 
gathered the students for a lesson, it 
meant a break from the questions for 
a few moments. Yet, it was for those 
many voices that I came to Stix.

By the time their summer school 
was over the students were sounding 
out words on their own, attempting 
and coming close to, if not, the right 
spelling of the words. They were able to 
write in their daily journal with fewer 
questions.

Many students were able to make 
those small steps in summer school, 
but had I not been there, how could 
their teacher have maneuvered be-
tween the 15 students all requesting 
her help without breaking down and 
getting nothing done? I’m not sure if it 
could have happened. 

This held true even when I was there 
to assist. Certain students needed more 
help than others, one not even know-
ing the sounds each of the letters of 
the alphabet made, but because of his 
resistance and because of the five other 
voices calling my name I could not sit 
down and take the time to help him. 

I recognized my impact, but I also 
realized that much 
more needs to be 
done than just a 
six-week summer 
school program.

More time needs 
to be spent on the 
individuals, to iden-
tify the students’ 
needs and not allow 
them to slip even 
farther behind. The 

only way a first grader can move on 
without knowing the alphabet is if he is 
overlooked, and this can be done eas-
ily when there are 19 other students to 
attend to.

The students in both programs, at 
Lexington and Stix, came from a vari-
ety of schools. The spectrum of abilities 
was immense, from students who could 
not identify the sounds of the letters to 
those who could write sentences and 
sound out words on their own.

I do not know what the school year 
is like for the students, but either way 
more attention needs to be put on the 
summer programs. Although I may 
have disagreed with some of Lexing-
ton’s third grade teachers’ methods, 
I do agree that summer school is not 
meant for babysitting.

If more people volunteer then those 
children who struggle can receive more 
help, so that they may not continue to 
fall behind even more. One person  can 
make a small impact, but a group of 
volunteers make one even larger.  

A few hours of a Chinese celebration bring back the re-
minders of a native culture that has been pushed below 

the surface due to years of living in the U.S. 

Extra attention lends sense of hope 
to children stuck in summer school

union are unavailable, thus blocking gay teachers and staff 
from these two benefits.

It is for this reason that when gay Missouri State High-
way patrolman Dennis Englehard was killed in the line of 
duty last Christmas, his domestic partner of almost 15 years 
received no benefits from the state of Missouri, even though 
the spouses of officers that die in the line of duty are entitled 
a lifetime of benefits totaling $28,000 per year.

It is tragic injustices such as these that call for the district 
to close this gap of inequality.

Although federal and state marriage laws are difficult to 
change, the district can take matters into its own 
hands.

The school district can grant benefits to do-
mestic partnerships. By doing this, the school 
district would allow for insurance and other 

benefits to be applied to any committed couple who applied 
for domestic partnership through the district’s guidelines. 

These guidelines would most likely include a require-
ment that the couple live together, that their finances are in-
tertwined, and that the couple has been with each other for a 
certain duration of time.Furthermore, this policy would not 
be limited to same-sex couples.

Although it would be no easy task implementing these 
two policies, it is time the district put forth the effort to begin 
the process to bridge the current gap of inequality.

Across the nation numerous corporations 
have implemented these policies. Even lo-
cally the city of St. Louis now offers both an 
amended discrimination policy and domestic 
partnerships.

Even though no Missouri public school 
holds either of these policies yet, there is no rea-

son Clayton can’t be the first to implement them.
As a leader in Missouri education, this school district 

should be on the frontier of equality.
What type of message does the district send forth when 

it preaches equality but does not even provide equality for 
its own staff?

In a district that so adamantly teaches of equality, this is 
the least the district can do to make our community a more 
accepting place.

It is time this district lives up to the words it teaches that 
“we all are equal.” It is time for change. 

Chinese New Year serves as 
reminder of forgotten culture

Anat Gross

Dee Luo

Though children in Clayton are told that “we are all equal”, the school district’s policy still lacks the same rights for homosexual employees that 
others enjoy. Though it is improbable that gays would actually be discriminated against, Clayton policy does not protect against it.

Jackie Leong

“ And we did experi-
ence such fatigue 
accompanied by 
frustration, help-
lessness, and a few 
glimmers of hope.
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Every student has had the experi-
ence: the alarm goes off loudly at 7 
a.m., it’s still dark outside, your bed is 
especially warm, and you can’t help but 
think, ‘is school really worth it?’  A par-
ent can usually be counted on to enter 
the room at this time repeating that 
ever-encouraging mantra, ‘school is 
important for your future’.  

After hearing this so many times, 
it’s impossible not to question just what 
about school makes it so important.

Every school has a standard cur-
riculum consisting of math, science, 
English, history, and physical educa-
tion.  There’s no doubt that all of these 
subjects have merit and are important 
to learn about for certain careers, but 
not much of the subject matter has a 
practical application.

How many times a day in life out-
side of school do you find yourself in 
desperate need of an algebra equation?   
It’s not often that a social situation re-
quires you to remember 
the themes and symbol-
ism used in “Catcher in 
the Rye”, either.

High school is a time 
when students prepare 
for their adult lives.  A 
part of this preparation is 
the shaping of a student’s 
morals and guidelines, 
the rules with which one 
will live by.

The duty of the school 
is to aid the student in 
this preparation and to 
give them the tools they need to be suc-
cessful.  Certainly all of these subjects 
are important to learn, but a school 
can’t be considered successful if it pro-
duces intellectuals that aren’t ready to 
handle life’s everyday conflicts.

According to the American Psy-
chological Association, the average 
American family has a conflict every 
eight minutes.  Though there’s no data 
to prove it, this may be just slightly 
more than the number of times the av-
erage American family uses the Law of 
Cosines.

Everyone can acknowledge that 
conflict is a part of everyday life, yet 
there is no high school curriculum that 
teaches students how to resolve it.  The 
closest students get to receiving such an 
education is a brief unit or two on con-

The human capacity for love is sim-
ply astounding. It continually amazes 
and inspires us. Somehow, the world is 
able to put aside their differences, for 
however brief a time, and simply con-
tribute. Man reaches out to fellow man, 
and both are lifted into a new level of 
understanding and, above all, love. 
So, it comes as no surprise that, mere 
hours after a devastating 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake left Haiti in ruins, the world 
came to their aid. There was determi-
nation, there was friendship, there was 
hope…

And then some people had to go 
and screw it all up.

But, really, should this come as 
any news? Shouldn’t we have expected 
something at this level? After all, there 
will always be the cynics, the people in 
the crowd who choose to go in the op-
posite direction, whether it is to make 
a point or just to fulfill some personal 
vendetta. It’s a tried and true fact that 
there will always be those who willing-
ly stand up and let hateful drivel flow 
from their mouths.

I guess I was just be-
ing naïve when I thought 
this wouldn’t happen 
with Haiti.

How could any-
one, seeing the daily-
increasing devastation, 
knowingly attempt to 
broadcast his or her 
own, narrow-minded 
and hateful ideas? Who 
could look into the tor-
tured, broken faces and 
sneer? How is it possi-
ble that someone could 
watch the news reports and not see the 
tragic loss of human life?

Apparently, it’s possible. Since the 
earthquake that shook Haiti to its core, 
a different kind of aftershock has been 
felt across the globe: that of the insensi-
tive comments made in the face of the 
tragedy. They range from the stupid 
to the truly cutting, inserting religion, 
politics, and even personal ire into a 
situation that definitely does not call 
for such remarks.

The day after the earthquake, Rush 
Limbaugh made some not-so-savory 
comments about Haiti on his morning 
radio program.  He brazenly attacked 
the relief organization set up in the 
White House, encouraging listeners 
not to donate to the fund.  As he so 
eloquently put it: “You already give to 
the Haitian relief- it’s called the income 
tax.”

Of course, this ignited a firestorm 
amongst relief groups and Limbaugh 
criticizers, who accused him of pro-
moting the message that there was no 
need, or point, even, to donate to relief 
funds (and yes, it did sound like that).  
Limbaugh, of course, was quick to de-
fend with the statement that he was, 
instead, attempting to get people to 
donate to funds run by the Red Cross 
and the like.

He might have scraped by with that 
“support”, but other comments are a bit 
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The Globe student newspaper exists 
primarily to inform, entertain, and repre-
sent the student body at CHS to the best of 
its ability. It serves as a public forum for the 
Clayton community. All content decisions 
are made by the student editors.

The Globe is self-funded for all pub-
lishing costs and offers advertising to all 
school-appropriate businesses. Please con-
tact our office for more information. The 
Globe is distributed to students each month 
of the school year. We also offer bulk mail-
ing subscriptions for $20 a year and first-
class subscriptions for $30 a year.  

Editorials
Unsigned staff editorials will appear 

only on the designated opinion page and 
shall represent a majority opinion of the 
staff. A by-lined editorial reflects only the 
view of the writer. The views expressed on 
the editorial page do not necessarily reflect 
the views of any of the faculty, the adminis-
tration or the board of education. 

Letters to the Editor
All letters to the editor must be signed 

when submitted to the editorial staff. The 
paper reserves the right to edit letters for 
length and repetition. Publication of letters 
is subject to the laws of libel, obscenity, in-
citement and copyright. 

We also remind students that as the 
Globe is a student publication, all compli-
ments, opinions, complaints, and sugges-
tions are welcomed and should be forward-
ed to the Globe Office:

Clayton High School Globe
1 Mark Twain Circle
Clayton, MO 63105
(314) 854-6668
Fax: 854-6794
globe@clayton.k12.mo.us

Some material courtesy of American 
Society of Newspaper Editors/MCT Cam-
pus High School Newspaper Service

Winner of MIPA All-Missouri, NSPA 
All-American with four marks of distinc-
tion, Quill and Scroll Gallup Award, 
CSPA Silver Crown (2004), Pace-
maker winner (2003), NSPA Hall of 
Fame Member (2006)
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Public figures wrong in placing fault 
on Haitians for tragic earthquake

Caitlin Kropp

Ijeoma Onyema

RaNdOmNatiOn!!

flict in health.  
As the future of the nation, the stu-

dents of this generation need to know 
how to effectively use nonviolent con-
flict resolution.  

According to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation study, kids and teens spend 
7.5 hours a day engaging with media, 
more time than they spend with any 
other activity besides sleeping.  Now 
more than ever, young people are con-
stantly bombarded with violent images 
and themes by this media.  From an 
early age, youths are exposed to vio-
lence and shown that it’s a credible way 
to solve any problem.

With the increasing violence pres-
ent both in the world and our very 
own neighborhoods, it’s probable that 
if schools don’t teach peace to youth, 
someone or something else will teach 
them otherwise.

It’s hard to compete with 7.5 hours 
of media exposure and the surround-

ing violence teens ex-
perience or witness in 
their everyday lives, but 
the least a school could 
do is to offer 45 minutes 
of alternative options.

If students were of-
fered a chance to expe-
rience, discuss and ana-
lyze conflict as well as 
possible resolutions to 
that conflict, they could 
learn ways to avert vio-
lence and see the posi-
tive outcomes of peace-

ful solutions.
In order to secure a future that’s 

safe for all, peaceful conflict resolution 
needs to be a skill that all students have 
and are practiced at. 

Many high schools have already 
integrated nonviolent conflict reso-
lution as an elective class into their 
curriculum.  

These classes are even more com-
mon at the college and graduate level.  
Clayton High School has an excellent 
academic record, but the success of a 
school is not just measured in the IQ 
of its students.  

For Clayton to truly be a launch-
ing pad for its students, more practi-
cal classes such as nonviolent conflict 
resolution should be added to the cur-
riculum. 

harder to take back, aren’t they, Rush? 
In the same radio program, he also 
claimed that President Obama and his 
cabinet would use Haiti as a way to get 
closer to the “light-skinned and dark-
skinned black communities in this 
country.”

Oh, so that was the reason Obama 
went to Haiti’s aid. Not because thou-
sands of people were suffering, but for 
a political agenda. It all makes perfect 
sense now. 

Just ignore the fact that the major-
ity of America supports him; ignore 
the fact that relief organizations within 
the government have worked together 
before: this is clearly all to do with sup-
port ratings. No offense, Rush, but I 
think Mr. President has a little more on 
his mind right now.

Unfortunately, Limbaugh’s com-
ments only scrape the top of the heap. 
Below his on the rung of insensitivity 
(and complete lunacy, to tell the truth), 
lie the comments of a Pat Robertson, 
who proved that anyone, anyone can 
insert religion into a completely non-

religious issue if they 
just try hard enough. 
My hat is off to you, Mr. 
Robertson.

On the same day as 
Limbaugh’s commen-
tary, Pat Robertson de-
cided to make his views 
on why this happened 
to Haiti known. And, 
boy, did he have some 
good ones. Robertson 
claims that Haiti, as a 
whole, made a “pact 
with the Devil” in or-

der to escape French colonial rule, and 
so have been plagued with misfortune 
ever since. Yep, the Devil made them 
do it.

Before we get to the actual state-
ment, let’s look at the facts, ones that 
Pat probably could have learned a lot 
from: 80 percent of Haitians identify 
themselves as Roman Catholic, fol-
lowed by the Protestants at 16 percent. 
Now, am I going crazy, or was a main 
focus of those religions to stay away 
from the Devil? Did I get hundreds of 
years of Christianity and Catholicism 
incorrect? Or is there another kind of 
Catholicism, and Protestantism, that 
only Pat Robertson knows about?

I’m going to lean towards a no for 
the answer. And, so, the issue comes 
back to why anyone would even con-
sider making such a blatantly idiotic 
and insensitive remark? If it’s not bad 
enough that Haiti just experienced a 
major national disaster, it also turns out 
it’s all their fault. Kick ‘em while they’re 
down, eh, Pat?

But the final indignity comes in the 
form of Pat Shirley, a former NBA play-
er who felt the need to not only com-
ment on the Haiti disaster, but also to 
write a letter to all Haitians. Pat Shirley, 
you get my award for the most insen-
sitive pinhead to roam the face of the 
Earth. Shirley penned a long letter on 
Jan. 26, detailing just how he felt about 

the Haiti situation.
He begins with firmly stating that he 

will not donate any money to the Hai-
tian relief, and begins to list his reasons 
for doing so. His arguments basically 
consist of him blaming the Haitians 
for their situation, and for relying on 
the rest of the world to help them out. 
Shirley argues that Haiti should be able 
to pull itself out of the hole, while the 
world looks on.

That’s just wonderful. You really 
emphasized the collectiveness of man 
there. Who cares if we have a lot of 
money and resources? Why should 
we have to help some other country 
attempt to live? Survival of the fittest, 
right? Anyway, if they fail, that’s one 
less country we have to worry about.

The blows keep coming, however, 
when Shirley pens a letter directly to 
the Haitian people, applauding them 
on “developing the poorest country in 
the Western Hemisphere.” And it only 
gets worse. After encouraging Haiti to 
build fewer shantytowns, Shirley also 
recommends “maybe using a condom 
once in a while.” He signs off as “The 
Rest of the World.”

What?! What?! How dare he! This 
has got to be the most offensive, the 
most insensitive letter ever written to 
anyone. 

Hang human compassion and un-
derstanding; just criticize them to 
within an inch of their already fragile 
lives! It appears that it is just too much 
to ask that people simply help these 
people trying to rebuild their lives. I 
know that there are those who always 
feel the need to get a comment in, but 
enough is enough. A couple of lessons 
on self-restraint, and, yes, empathy is in 
order here.

And then, of course, he has the au-
dacity to sign it as the rest of the world. 
It shames me that anyone will even have 
to see this letter, much more to assume 
that this is some kind of twisted world 
opinion. Just because you don’t have a 
caring bone in your body, Pat Shirley, 
doesn’t mean that the rest of the world 
can’t care and attempt to help those less 
fortunate.

In the end, the results are all the 
same: disgust and humiliation. I don’t 
care who you think you are, mocking 
people in this kind of situation, in any 
kind of situation below yours, is never 
right. 

Shame on all those who perpetrate 
such lies and insensitivity and hatred, 
for lack of a better word. It is our duty, 
as a world power, to help those who 
are less fortunate than us. I don’t care 
how you think it should be run, why 
you think this happened, or any of that. 
Keep your mouth shut, and turn off the 
idiocy and insensitivity factories that 
seem to have replaced your brain.

No one, I repeat no one, has the 
right to mock tragedy, incriminate the 
victims, or thwart relief attempts. No 
one has the right to play judge when 
faced with a disaster of this magnitude. 
Perhaps you should have thought be-
fore you spoke. 

Looking around in the orchestra 
room, you spot an old violin coated 
with sticky residue from rosin. Play 
it and you’ll find yourself enjoying 
one scratchy tune. Look out world, it’s 
Violet.

Violet and I have been together 
since 5th grade. I started violin in 
fourth grade and my mom got me a 
rental. Though it had a really shiny rock 
in it, it still lacked the companionship I 
so longed for.

It was a lovely late 
afternoon in sum-
mer when my mom 
brought violet home. 
When my mom ar-
rived with it she told 
me I couldn’t open it 
but I couldn’t help it.

The sunlight glim-
mered of her golden 
brown coat as I slowly 
opened the case and 
there she was. I know 
this sounds lame but I 
even teared up a little; 
I had never seen any-
thing so heavenly. Well maybe a whole 
bunch of corn on the cob, but I was 9 
years old at the time, can you really 
blame me? 

She had a couple of flaws—some 
chipped part at her curvy bottom, but 
she was all mine. 

I wrapped my finger around one of 
the strings and gave it a strong pull. The 
sounds resonating form the string was 
divine even with my mom shouting at 
me for opening the case.

Once school started, I couldn’t help 

but flaunt my mediocre violin skills as 
I showed off Violet. Then the unspeak-
able happened: I dropped her. There 
was a dead silence as I picked her to 
give the diagnosis; it didn’t look like 
anything looked off. Relieved, I packed 
her up and went on my way.

At home, I celebrated by playing 
like a fool; twisting all the knobs and 
tuners. I cranked one of the peg tuners 
as far as I could and it snapped. 

The A-String. Not 
only that, but the string 
whipped across my face so 
fast that I actually started 
bleeding. I flung her back 
into the case, furious and 
oozing blood.

After awhile, I real-
ized that I should have 
resisted showboating and 
just played from my heart. 
My teachers have always 
told me that there’s no “I” 
in “team”. Although I usu-
ally replied with a snarky 
comment about  “I” being 
in “violin,” it occurred to 

me that in the end, it’s not about how 
good the violin looks, but how well you 
play. 

After that episode, we never looked 
back; we just played.

We’ve been everywhere together, 
orchestra-wise.  Kansas City, the Lake 
of the Ozarks; we’ve seen victory and 
we’ve seen defeat, but every single time 
we played quality music. She has been 
my extension for fine art for a good 
seven years and though she’s looking 
rusty, she’s still got it. 

Sarah Tait

Nonviolent conflict resolution 
an essential tool in work, life

Sight of violin sparks 
memories of early 
childhood experiences

Ijeoma Onyema has had her violin for seven  years, and it holds many meaningful memories
MCT Campus

Radio broadcaster Rush Limbaugh prepares to inform his audience about his controversial issues about the relief to Haiti.
MCT Campus
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1. Senior Shelby Sternberg finger paints with a child during “Messy Play” at the Family Center. “Messy Play” is an 
annual event organized by the Community Service Club.  2. Senior Jessica Zaccarello shows a “Messy Play” partici-
pant the cool effects of Ooblick, a mixture of conrstarch and water. 3. Junior Kevin Matheny helps a younger child 
in sculpting with Clean Mud, a concoction of soap and toilet paper. 4. A Family Center student makes a picture with 
different colored pasta. 5. Junior Allison Goldfarb and a Family Center student show off their messy hands from 
playing with colored shaving cream. 6. Junior Marin Klostermeier paints a child’s hand for a hand print activity. 7. 
Junior Zeina Ziade works with a girl playing with flubber. 8. Sophomore Amanda Wagner helps students draw with 
melted crayons. This was one of the most popular activities of the day. 9. Senior Sonja Petermann also helped out 
at the melted crayon station. 10. A boy at the Family Center gets messy at the shaving cream station. 11. Senior 
Erin Murray interacts with a child at the shaving cream station. Murray is the secretary of Community Service Club 
and helped organize the event. 
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All photos by Caroline Stamp and Emily Wack
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